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in Intellectual Work Through Multiple 
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Friday, October 11th from 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Key West Ballroom, Student Union

overview:

Faculty value opportunities for creative pursuits and discovery, 
which provide both motivation and deep satisfaction.  Involving 
undergraduates in these activities is important for numerous 
reasons. This session will explore multiple ways to make research, 
scholarship, and creative performance distinctive features of the 
undergraduate experience.

Speaker: Dr. Patricia Pukkila 
Professor Emerita, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
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11:00 am – 1:00 pm     

1:00 pm – 1:30 pm    

        

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm        

3:15 pm - 4:00 pm  

4:15 pm - 5:00 pm

fridaY, ocToBer 11

registration            
Student Union, Key West Ballroom, 2nd Floor

Welcome and orientation
Key West 218 CD                                                         
Dr. Elliot Vittes, Interim Dean and Vice Provost,   
   Undergraduate Studies
Dr. Kimberly Schneider, Director, Office of      
   Undergraduate Research

Keynote Presentation: What is college for?: 
engaging Students in intellectual Work Through 
Multiple Modes of Mentoring       
Key West 218 CD         
Dr. Patricia Pukkila, Professor Emerita, University of  
   North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
Introduction: Dr. Debra Reinhart, Assistant Vice         
   President for Research and Commercialization 
Sponsored by the UCF Office of Research 
   and Commercialization 

inTeracTiVe PreSenTaTionS

Lessons Learned for Inquiry Learning Faculty 
Development
Key West 218 A
Stephanie Cutler, Wendi Kappers, and Sara Ombres 
(Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University)

Early Engagement in Undergraduate Research: 
Developing the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program (UROP)
Key West 218 B
Joseph O’Shea and Latika Young 
(Florida State University)

Scaffolding the Development of Student Research 
Skills for Capstone Experiences: 
A Multi-Disciplinary Approach 
Key West 218 A
Donna Chamley-Wiik and Mirya Holman 
(Florida Atlantic University) 

Symposium Schedule
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4:15 pm - 5:00 pm

5:15 pm – 7:00 pm

7:00 pm

Creating an Undergraduate Research Profile: A 
Collaborative Effort
Key West 218 B
Kimberly Schneider, Amy Bickel, Linda Sullivan, and 
Michelle Parente (University of Central Florida) 

Poster Session and reception  
Burnett Honors College 

dinner on your own 
See suggestions on page 22 

SaTUrdaY, ocToBer 12

8:30 am – 9:00 am     

9:00 am – 10:00 am
    

10:10 am – 10:55 am    

11:05 am – 11:50 am
    

Coffee and Conversation 
Burnett Honors College Lounge

Special Workshop: Inquiry-Based Learning Across 
the Curriculum
BHC 130 
Patricia Pukkila 
(University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill) 

inTeracTiVe PreSenTaTionS

Using Community Partnerships to Accommodate 
Students’ Research Interests  
BHC 126 
Judith Ochrietor and Daniel Moon 
(University of North Florida) 

Examining Participation in Undergraduate 
Research  
BHC 128 
Joseph O’Shea (Florida State University) and 
Brandon Nzekwe (Florida State University/National 
High Magnetic Field Laboratory)

Putting Life Sciences in GEAR
BHC 126 
Ken Teter and Sean Moore 
(University of Central Florida)   
 
The Undergraduate Laboratory Coordinator 
Model 
BHC 128 
Michael Toglia and Aaron Leedy 
(University of North Florida)

Friday, October 11 Continued



www.researchsymposium.ucf.edu  | 3

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm     

12:45 pm - 1:30 pm

1:10 pm – 1:30 pm    

1:30 pm – 2:15 pm    

2:25 pm - 3:10 pm 

3:15 pm - 3:45 pm

3:45 pm - 4:00 pm

Hatching from the Egg: Development of a New 
Undergraduate Research Program
BHC 126 
Ashley Spring (Eastern Florida State College)  

The Power of Narrative Pedagogy and Dialogic 
Interactions: Self-Study of Practice as a 
Framework to Foster Self-Reflection and Critical 
Thinking    
BHC 128 
Jeffrey Kaplan and Elsie Olan 
(University of Central Florida)

Lunch and Conversation

Florida Undergraduate Research Conference-
Planning Meeting
BHC 130  
 
UCF Campus Tour
Meet in the BHC Lobby  

Five Heuristics to Reduce the Learning Curve for 
Undergraduate Researchers
BHC 126 
Jennifer Seitzer (Rollins College) 

A Different Course of Action: Why Formalize 
Training in Identifying a Mentor?
BHC 128 
LouAnne Hawkins and Christopher Leone 
(University of North Florida)  

Recruitment Practices from a National Lab 
BHC 126 
Jose Sanchez (Florida State University)

Students as Undergraduate Research 
Ambassadors: Perspectives from Two Universities 
BHC 128
Arely Baugh, Arafat Bari, and Alexander Bruno 
(Florida Atlantic University), Adrienne Showman 
and Michael Cooper (University of Central Florida) 

Training the Mentors: Developing Graduate 
Research Mentors 
BHC 130
Amy Bickel and Kimberly Schneider 
(University of Central Florida)

Debriefing 
BHC 130

Saturday, October 12 Continued
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KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

What is College For?: Engaging Students in Intellectual Work Through 
Multiple Modes of Mentoring 
Dr. Patricia Pukkila, Professor Emerita 
(University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill) 
(Key West 218CD) 

 Faculty value opportunities for creative pursuits and discovery, 
which provide both motivation and deep satisfaction.  Involving 
undergraduates in these activities is important, because faculty 
then know that their students have developed productive habits 
of mind, which will allow them to view future unsolved problems 
as opportunities to make lasting contributions to society.  This 
session will explore multiple ways to make research, scholarship, 
and creative performance distinctive feature of the undergraduate 
experience.

Sponsored by the UCF Office of Research and Commercialization 

INTERACTIVE PRESENTATIONS

3:15 pm - 4:00 pm

Lessons Learned for Inquiry Learning Faculty Development
Stephanie Cutler, Wendi Kappers, and Sara Ombres 
(Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University)
(Key West 218A)

 For the past year, the Rothwell Center for Teaching and Learning 
Excellence at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s Worldwide 
Campus has offered FACD 802: Igniting Research in your Course. 
Throughout this course, faculty members are challenged to think 
about ways to integrate research and inquiry-based learning 
into their teaching. Based on experiences teaching this course 
and end of course evaluations, we have compiled a list of lessons 
learned about the challenges faculty face when considering 
research in the classroom, as well as common ways to address 
these issues. We will also include a list of recommendations to 
others advising, recommending, or implementing inquiry learning.
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Early Engagement in Undergraduate Research: Developing the 
Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (UROP)
Joseph O’Shea and Latika Young (Florida State University)
(Key West 218 B)

 Currently in its second year and serving 150 students, UROP at 
FSU offers a rare early introduction to the comprehensive research 
process for first- and second-year students. Modeled after UROP 
at the University of Michigan, UROP at FSU is a three-pronged 
program. UROP participants a) serve as research assistants for 
faculty mentors, b) attend a year-long, one-credit, peer-taught 
colloquium, and c) present a poster of their research at the Spring 
Symposium. Assessment from the first year suggests the program 
has been successful, particularly in terms of skill development and 
interest in continuing to participate in research-intensive experiences.

4:15 pm - 5:00 pm 

Scaffolding the Development of Student Research Skills for Capstone 
Experiences: A Multi-Disciplinary Approach
Donna Chamley-Wiik and Mirya Holman (Florida Atlantic University) 
(Key West 218 A)

 At Florida Atlantic University, we have integrated research into 
the undergraduate curriculum by scaffolding student development 
through exposure to research skills and content, targeted skill 
building practice, and culminating experiences involving independent 
work. These curricular efforts involve students in the processes 
and products of research, and provide an excellent framework 
for developing key intellectual skills which cut across disciplines. 
We describe our scaffolding prior to and within culminating 
experiences to ensure that students receive necessary preparation 
to complete senior capstone projects. We provide program 
descriptions and preliminary data demonstrating student learning 
gains within Accounting, Political Science, and Biology at FAU.

Creating an Undergrad Research Profile: A Collaborative Effort
Kimberly Schneider, Amy Bickel, Linda Sullivan, and Michelle Parente 
(University of Central Florida) 
(Key West 218 B) 

 Determining how many undergraduates are involved in research 
is a challenge for most institutions. In 2012, the UCF Office of 
Undergraduate Research began collecting data from a wide variety 
of research programs. Through a partnership with the UCF Institution 
Knowledge Management, the precision and scope of the project has 
expanded. This presentation will review (1) how data was collected, 
(2) the partnership between offices, (3) data generated to date, and 
(4) the future direction of this initiative. Presentation attendees will be 
requested to share if and how they are profiling their undergraduate 
researchers at their home institutions.
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POSTERS (5:15 pm - 7:00 pm)
(Burnett Honors College ) 

Undergraduate Laboratory Class Tuition and Correlation with Research 
Competency 
Darin Bell and Iain Duffy (Saint Leo University)

 At our institution, all seniors are required to do a capstone project. 
For the Biology program, the capstone course is a senior level research 
course that lasts two terms, in which our students are expected to 
explore, plan, and execute a research topic. The students do not 
receive any specialized training in research techniques, and have to 
rely on techniques taught in regular biology and chemistry laboratory 
classes. Correlations between the students’ level of success in upper 
level chemistry and biology lab courses and grade level in the senior 
capstone course are examined through a survey of graduating students.

STEM Artwork as Communicator of Research at UCF
Costas Efthimiou, Michael Georgiopoulos, Carla Pointdexter, Joo Kim, 
Wanda Ortiz, and Dennis Ahearn (University of Central Florida)

   We will provide a summary of the STEAM component of the Icubed 
 project at UCF, which is funded by NSF. STEAM is an effort to create 
 synergy between STEM researchers and visual artists, and establish 
 collaborations at all levels which eventually lead to a visual and exciting 
 communication of research happening at UCF. During the past three 
 years, this component of the Icubed project at UCF has grown dramatically 
 and has become widely known.  An overview of the experience collected, 
 the achievements established, and our future plans will be given.

Undergraduate Research to Transform the Curriculum and Culture at 
Saint Leo University
William Ellis, Audrey Shor, and Chris Miller (Saint Leo University) 

 The benefits of undergraduate participation in research are 
well established amongst science educators. However, participation 
by undergraduates-- particularly underclassmen—is often limited. 
The reasons for this are manifold, including the fact that students 
often fail to see the importance of participation, students may feel 
unqualified to contribute, and genuine research experiences are 
traditionally extracurricular opportunities in most undergraduate 
programs. The presenters will share some of the strategies employed 
by the Saint Leo University faculty to transform the curriculum and 
culture of the Biology program to promote undergraduate research.

Friday, October 11, 2013 Continued
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Undergraduate Research in Biotechnology: Course Oriented vs. 
Individually Developed Research Programs
Mary ElSemarani, Eileen Monck, Birgitta Kimura, 
Alejandra Garcia-Maruniak, and Aaron Hirko (Santa Fe College) 

 Research is a major component of The Perry Center’s 
Biotechnology curricula. The courses are embedded in critical 
thinking and practical applications. Molecular biology and 
contemporary laboratory techniques are also covered within 
this framework. The honors class is designed with a comparative 
study component. All students perform DNA extraction through 
bioinformatics analysis. The relative nature of this class introduces 
students to the collaborative nature of science. The Perry Center also 
encourages more seasoned students to develop an experimental 
design of their own interest, and the results are presented at Santa 
Fe College as well as state wide undergraduate research meetings.

Creating a Research Culture for Undergraduate Students
Peter Jacques, Paul-Henry Blanchet, Cheyenne Canon, Quavia Carter, 
Amy Giroux, Charlene Kormondy, Chelsea Piner, Erika Saeb, and Amber 
Szalanski (University of Central Florida) 

 The Political Ecology Lab at the University of Central Florida 
is a professional development research cohort focused on 
several intersecting research questions that generally focus on 
environmental sustainability and power. In the course of assisting 
with professional research that the Lab produces, students meet as 
a team once a week for discussions about ethics, methodological 
vocabularies and processes, and professional development, as 
well as pursue and present their own research. One of the more 
important elements of the lab is the research and team culture 
that builds on values of honesty, rigor, curiosity, and collegiality.

Mind-Numbing Research Methods? How to Ignite Enthusiasm in 
Research Methods Courses
Aaron Leedy and LouAnne Hawkins (University of North Florida) 

 Many undergraduates only become aware of research 
opportunities when they take their first research methods course. 
Unfortunately, many undergraduates approach research methods 
courses with dread and trepidation. How then can we as instructors 
of research methods courses help undergraduates overcome their 
fears and embrace undergraduate research experiences? Join us for 
a discussion of experiential learning techniques as well as a flipped 
classroom approach as we examine teaching strategies that enhance 
undergraduates’ engagement and enthusiasm for research. Learn 
how these forms of pedagogy can benefit the students as well as 
the institution and make for a more pleasurable teaching experience.

 

Friday, October 11, 2013 Continued
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Incorporating Service-Learning (SL), Problem-Based Learning (PBL) 
and Research Ethics into the Undergraduate Research Curriculum
Yu-Wai Lin, Teresa Petrino-Lin, Flona Redway (Barry University)  

 Service-learning (SL), Problem-based learning (PBL), and 
research ethics are incorporated into the undergraduate STEM 
curriculum to enhance student learning, engagement, and critical 
thinking skills. Student-centered, inquiry-driven, interactive activities 
are used to reinforce student understanding of basic scientific 
methodology. Community partners in collaboration with Barry’s 
Center for Community Service Initiatives (CCSI) are being identified 
and recruited. Service-learning is integrated into courses so that 
students can provide meaningful service to the community and 
enrich their learning and research experiences while fostering civic 
responsibility. [NIH-MARC and RISE Grants; Biology Department]

Exploration of Personality Factors in Relation to College Students’ 
Attitudes About Plagiarism
Karen Mottarella (University of Central Florida) and Stuart Michelson 
(Stetson University) 

 College students were presented with a scenario in which a 
student plagiarized in a research paper. Students rated the severity of 
the act, appropriate consequences, and type and level of desired social 
interaction with the student. Participants’ attitudes about plagiarism 
were investigated in relation to their academic locus of control, 
academic motivation, procrastination tendencies, and the Five Factor 
Model personality dimensions of Openness, Conscientiousness, 
Extroversion, Agreeableness, and Neuroticism. The results of this 
study have important implications for faculty who mentor and utilize 
undergraduate research assistants, and illuminate characteristics that 
relate to student tolerance or even propensity to engage in plagiarism.

Integrating Undergraduate Research in the Curriculum
Joseph O’Shea and Latika Young (Florida State University) 

 An oft-cited barrier preventing faculty from integrating a more 
rigorous research experience into their classroom curriculum is a 
lack of time and resources when faced with numerous competing 
priorities. In an effort to ease this process, FSU launched the 
Graduate Research Consultant (GRC) Program modeled after 
a similar program at UNC-Chapel Hill. The program provides 
funding ($750) for an upper-division graduate student to serve 
as a student research mentor for course-based research projects. 
Though still in pilot-phase (launched spring 2013), our assessment 
suggests the GRC program provides a low-cost way to scale 
undergraduate research through integration into the curriculum.

Friday, October 11, 2013 Continued
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Exploring Spatial Analysis: Finding Purpose in Patterns
Richard Snow and Mary Snow (Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University) 

 Undergraduate students are discovering that conducting 
research provides a deeper understanding of the scientific 
method as they formulate research questions and test hypotheses. 
Research encourages the development of collaborative leadership 
and teamwork skills as students communicate their ideas and 
learn to analyze and critique the work of others. Among the most 
effective tools leading this research revolution is Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS). GIS is a highly effective information and 
communication technology due to its power to graphically convey 
knowledge through the universal language of maps. This program 
discusses GIS applications within the realm of undergraduate research.

Get Freshmen Interested in Research and Publish their Findings— A 
Case Study
Joe (Tsung-Chow) Su (Florida Atlantic University) 

 In Fall 2012, as FAU’s Quality Enhancement Plan emerged, a 
Freshmen Learning Community course--Learning Strategy & Human 
--integrated research into the curriculum. During the class, we 
raised their curiosity, exposed them to challenges our society would 
face, encouraged hard work, pursued knowledge and collaborative 
learning, and lead them to the path of “Distinction through 
Discovery.” After completing the course, three female students 
began their research. They have all had their posters presented at 
major conferences, one has written a paper, and they are currently 
working on journal publications. This is the story of their journey.

Preparing Students to Conduct Research: Multiple Models  
Neyda VanBennekom and Kimberly Schneider 
(University of Central Florida)  

 Three classroom formats preparing STEM undergraduates 
for successful participation in research have been developed as a 
collaborative effort between three universities. The three formats 
include a semester course, a one week faculty led course, and a 2.5 
day peer mentor led short course. All formats are intended to reach 
first-year, second-year, or early transfer students. The investigators 
are teaching each course format at their respective institution while 
preparing a set of best practices and evaluating costs associated with 
each format. To date, the team has impacted hundreds of students and 
a web site is under development for disseminating project information.

Friday, October 11, 2013 Continued
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Turning the Lens of Belief to the Classroom: Undergraduates’ Critical 
Engagement with Research 
Stephanie Vie (University of Central Florida) 

 Students sometimes take for granted that peer-reviewed 
research automatically confers a scholarly ethos that is not always 
supported by the content of the piece. In this poster session, I 
argue for the inclusion of work related to “the lens of belief” in the 
undergraduate classroom, asking students to engage with published 
research through a critical rhetorical lens in order to move away 
from blind acceptance of any peer-reviewed work, and instead 
approach all research by attending to its rhetorical situation. The 
poster describes an exercise that can be adapted for undergraduate 
courses that asks students to engage critically with research.

Linking Undergraduate Research and International Service Learning: 
Global Scholars
Latika Young and Joseph O’Shea (Florida State University)

 Integrating research into the international service-learning 
experience can provide a more engaging experience for the student 
while simultaneously serving a community organization’s need 
for data-driven operational decision-making. The Global Scholars 
program partners undergraduate students with internships at 
community organizations in developing/low income countries 
for a minimum of two months. Matches are made by interview 
and are based on a student’s existing skills coupled with the 
organization’s needs, which often include a request for research 
and assessment. This poster outlines various recent undergraduate 
projects to summarize both the benefits and challenges that 
arise when linking research and international service. approach 
all research by attending to its rhetorical situation. The poster 
describes an exercise that can be adapted for undergraduate 
courses that asks students to engage critically with research.

Creating Research Opportunities with Robotics across the 
Undergraduate STEM Curriculam
Janusz Zalewski, Fernando Gonzalez, and Robert Kenny 
(Florida Gulf Coast University)

 There is a recognized need to educate next generations in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) disciplines.  In 
response, a number of teaching modules were designed, with 
systems emphasis and web access. They are used to prepare 
undergrads to develop robotics applications across the STEM 
curricula to encourage students of various disciplines to pursue 
related research.  The projects advance undergraduate research in 
STEM disciplines by connecting the lab to STEM related courses, 
including:- Sciences, remote control of experiments;- Technology, 
training teachers in robotics education;- Engineering, software 
design for robotics;- Math, researching robotics algorithms.

Friday, October 11, 2013 Continued
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abstracts Saturday, october 12th  

SPECIAL WORKSHOP

9:00 am - 10:00 am

Inquiry-Based Learning Across the Curriculum 
Patricia Pukkila (University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill)  
(BHC 130)

 As educators, we wish to see our students change and become 
more sophisticated in their approaches to understanding our 
disciplines. We want them to develop procedural understandings 
of how current conclusions were reached, the limitations of those 
conclusions, and the opportunities for further exploration and deeper 
understanding. In this workshop, we will consider modifications that 
can be introduced in otherwise conventional courses so that students 
can learn to do original work. We will also discuss how grassroots 
efforts can be supported and scaled to influence the entire curriculum.

INTERACTIVE PRESENTATIONS
10:10 am - 10:55 am

Using Community Partnerships to Accommodate Students’ Research 
Interests  
Judith Ochrietor and Daniel Moon (University of North Florida)    
(BHC 126)

 Many students wish to gain research experiences during their 
undergraduate educations. Sometimes, granting those wishes 
becomes difficult when the number desiring research experience 
outnumbers the faculty available to mentor them. At the University of 
North Florida, approximately 75% of the students within the Biology 
major are in the biomedical tracks. This translates to 917 students 
for nine faculty members with biomedical research interests. To 
better accommodate these students, the department has begun 
to form relationships with community partners. These relationships 
may allow students to gain basic science and clinical research 
experiences and support professional development of faculty.
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Examining Participation in Undergraduate Research    
Joseph O’Shea (Florida State University) and Brandon Nzekwe 
(Florida State University/National High Magnetic Field Laboratory)
(BHC 128)

 Undergraduate research administrators struggle to capture 
undergraduate research activity and its impact on students. 
This session will share a new undergraduate research survey 
instrument that draws upon existing undergraduate surveys in 
higher education. Attendees will gain insights into the survey’s 
development and implementation, including a discussion of the 
results of a university-wide administration at Florida State University. 
The session will cover how each attendee can adapt and expand 
the survey to administer it at his or her respective institution.

11:05 am - 11:50 am

Putting Life Sciences in GEAR  
Ken Teter and Sean Moore (University of Central Florida)  
(BHC 126)

 Group-Effort Applied Research (GEAR) was developed to 
expand undergraduate opportunities in life science research. 
The curriculum delivers concept-driven lecture material and 
provides hands-on training in the context of an active research 
project from the instructor’s lab. Because GEAR is structured as 
a class, participating students benefit from intensive, supervised 
research training that involves a built-in network of peer support 
and abundant contact with faculty mentors. Three GEAR classes 
involving three distinct research projects have been offered to date. 
In this presentation, we will provide an overview of the GEAR format 
and review some of the recurring themes for GEAR instruction.

The Undergraduate Laboratory Coordinator Model
Michael Toglia and Aaron Leedy (University of North Florida)
(BHC 128)

 Consider a faculty laboratory wherein the research assistants 
are both graduate and undergraduate students. Because it is likely 
that graduate assistants have richer research backgrounds, they 
add an important layer of mentorship to undergraduate assistants. 
Faculty advisors can enhance exposure to the scientific enterprise 
by appointing an undergraduate lab coordinator, allowing him or her 
to serve as a mentor as well. This model highlights the importance 
of the undergraduate research assistants in the laboratory. 
We wish to discuss this model as well as others in promoting 
exceptional research experiences for undergraduate protégés.

Saturday, October 12, 2013 Continued
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Saturday, October 12, 2013 Continued

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm

Hatching from the Egg: Development of a New Undergraduate 
Research Program
Ashley Spring (Eastern Florida State College) 
(BHC 126)

 Conceiving the idea of a new undergraduate research program 
is, like conceiving an egg, easier than raising the hatchling program. 
The challenges that face new undergraduate research programs 
include management, institutional support, immediate funding 
sources, persistent funding sources, student interest, undergraduate 
student limitations, faculty participation, and sustainability. 
Fresh ideas and solutions to tackle the developmental hurdles 
will be presented and further discussed using a case study from 
a two-year Florida college hatching its first research program.

The Power of Narrative Pedagogy and Dialogic Interactions: Self-
Study of Practice as a Framework to Foster Self-Reflection and Critical 
Thinking 
Jeffrey Kaplan and Elsie Olan (University of Central Florida) 
(BHC 128)

 As teachers, we have expressed the importance of narrative 
research in education, especially teachers’ pedagogical narratives 
and dialogic interactions. Rex and Juzwik (2011) maintain that “a 
constructivist theory of teacher education posits that engaging pre-
service teachers in dialogues evoked from tense moments” positions 
them to build tools and strategies for opening dialogues in their 
own classrooms. In this study, the educators and undergraduates 
involved explore how can engagement in dialogic interactions, as 
well as writing and sharing narratives, fosters transformative teaching 
practices?  How can we provide opportunities for teacher candidates 
to self-reflect about their teaching experiences and students?

1:30 pm - 2:15 pm

Five Heuristics to Reduce the Learning Curve for Undergraduate 
Researchers  
Jennifer Seitzer (Rollins College) 
(BHC 126)

 A successful undergraduate research endeavor can be the 
ultimate learning experience for any student. The intrinsic activities 
range from choosing a research topic, to performing the work, 
to evaluating its efficacy, to writing its story in an inviting and 
professional way. Often, our best undergraduate researchers come 
to us lacking confidence in the prospect of participating in a student 
research project. And we, as mentors, are inclined to allay any fears 
about the world of research. In this talk, we offer five heuristics to 
facilitate the research process for both the student and the mentor.



A Different Course of Action: Why Formalize Training in Identifying a 
Mentor?
LouAnne Hawkins and Christopher Leone (University of North Florida)  
(BHC 128)

 Most of us learn to be a mentor and protégé using an 
apprenticeship model during which we adopt characteristics that 
seem effective and reject characteristics that seem ineffective. 
But researchers have identified many attributes and behaviors 
that are worthwhile and others that are dysfunctional in mentor-
protégé relationships. In the best interest of student scholars, 
we have developed a formal college-credit course to promote 
positive mentor-protégé relationships and facilitate constructive 
mentoring of student scholars in research. In this course, we advance 
exceptional matches between faculty and students, and help 
students develop skills for future academic and career endeavors.

2:25 pm - 3:10 pm

Recruitment Practices From a National Lab  
Jose Sanchez (Florida State University) 
(BHC 126)

 The Center for Integrating Research & Learning (CIRL) is the 
educational hub of the National High Magnetic Field Lab in Tallahassee 
Florida. To help fulfill the diversity mission of the lab, CIRL seeks to attract 
diverse students to our Research Experiences for Undergraduates 
program. This presentation will highlight some of the practices we have 
developed over the last several years to increase our diversity numbers.

Students as Undergraduate Research Ambassadors: Perspectives from 
Two Universities  
Arely Baugh, Arafat Bari, and Alexander Bruno (Florida Atlantic 
University), Adrienne Showman, and Michael Cooper (University of 
Central Florida) 
(BHC 128)

 The Offices of Undergraduate Research at both Florida 
Atlantic University and the University of Central Florida serve as 
a centralized resource for faculty and students who are engaged 
in undergraduate research. In order to advance this mission, both 
offices have created a select group of students designed to provide 
support to the office and to have direct contact with interested 
students. Each intuition’s group has ten student researchers 
from varying colleges and departments that serve as liaisons to 
and for the offices. This presentation will outline both groups’ 
structures and provide insight into how to create similar programs.
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Saturday, October 12, 2013 Continued
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3:15 pm - 3:45 pm

Training the Mentors: Developing Graduate Research Mentors  
Amy Bickel and Kimberly Schneider (University of Central Florida)
(BHC 130)

 The Learning Environment and Academic Research Network (LEARN) is a 
STEM living-learning community that provides early research experiences and 
layered mentoring within a small learning environment. One unique feature of 
the program is the formal involvement of graduate students as research mentors. 
Each year, twenty graduate mentors guide LEARN participants through a 
12-week apprenticeship. Prior to the start of the apprenticeship, all graduate 
mentors attend an all-day training. Due to a lack of similar graduate training 
models, new ideas for training, structure, and assessment had to be developed. 
This presentation will review the training and assessment of the mentoring.

Saturday, October 12, 2013 Continued
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Michael Aldarondo-Jeffries University of Central Florida   
Tracy Baker   Florida Atlantic University
Jonathan Banks   Nova Southeastern University
Arafat Bari   Florida Atlantic University
Arely Baugh   Florida Atlantic University
Mary Beck   Valencia College
Bill Beesting   Florida International University
Darin Bell   Saint Leo University
Amelia Bickel   University of Central Florida
Barbara Blonder  Flagler College
Alexander Bruno  Florida Atlantic University
Valerie Burks   Valencia College
Cheyenne Canon  University of Central Florida
Betzaida Castillo  Seminole State College 
Donna Chamely-Wiik  Florida Atlantic University
Diana Ciesko   Valencia College
Aaron Clevenger  Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Michael Cooper   University of Central Florida
Stephanie Cutler  Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Wendi Dew   Valencia College
Anne Donnelly   University of Florida
Iain Duffy   Saint Leo University
Martin Dupuis   University of Central Florida
Costas Efthimiou  University of Central Florida
William Ellis   Saint Leo University
Mary ElSemarani  Santa Fe College
Juan Carlos Espinosa  Florida International University
Eric Freudt   The University of Tampa
Alejandra Garcia-Maruniak Santa Fe College
Catherine Grandizio  Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Richard Harrison  University of Central Florida
LouAnne Hawkins  University of North Florida
Scott Herber   Eastern Florida State College
Patricia Heydet-Kirsch  Florida Atlantic University
Melanie Hicks   The University of Tampa
Aaron Hirko   Santa Fe College   
Mirya Holman   Florida Atlantic University
Peter Jacques   University of Central Florida
David Julian   University of Florida
Shahnaz Kanani   Valencia College
Jeffrey Kaplan   University of Central Florida
Wendi Kappers   Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Younger Kim   Bethune-Cookman University
Birgitta Kimura   Santa Fe College
Jeremy Krause   Flagler College
Aaron Leedy   University of North Florida
Christopher Leone  University of North Florida

Symposium Participants
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Yu-Wai Lin   Barry University
Kimberly Maznicki  Seminole State College
Deborah Mead   Seminole State College of Florida
Amee Mehta   Seminole State College of Florida
Stuart Michelson  Stetson University
Christopher Miller  Saint Leo University
Eileen Monck   Santa Fe College
Karen Mottarella  University of Central Florida
Brandon Nzekwe  National High Magnetic Field Laboratory
Judith Ochrietor  University of North Florida
Elsie Olan   University of Central Florida
Joseph O’Shea   Florida State University
Andrew  Palmer   Florida Institute of Technology 
Teresa Petrino-Lin  Barry University
Christin Pruett   Florida Institute of Technology
Tison Pugh   University of Central Florida
Patricia Pukkila   University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill
Patricia Puzzo   Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Flona Redway   Barry University
Debra Reinhart   University of Central Florida
Mary Roslonowski  Eastern Florida State College
Karen Ryan   Stetson University 
Erika Saeb   University of Central Florida
Jose Sanchez   Florida State University
Michael Savage   Valencia College
Kimberly Schneider  University of Central Florida
Jennifer Seitzer   Rollins College
Angi Semegon   Flagler College
Venkatesh Shanbhag  Nova Southeastern University
Robin Sherman   Nova Southeastern University
Audrey Shor   Saint Leo University
Adrienne Showman  University of Central Florida
Richard Snow   Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
Debra Socci   Seminole State College
Ashley Spring   Eastern Florida State College
Joe (Tsung-Chow) Su  Florida Atlantic University
Phyllis Sweeney   Nova Southeastern University
Jaime Tartar   Nova Southeastern University
Ken Teter   University of Central Florida
Michael Toglia   University of North Florida
Neyda VanBennekom  University of Central Florida
Olga Vazquez   Valencia College
Stephanie Vie   University of Central Florida
Elliot Vittes   University of Central Florida
Diana Wenzel   Seminole State College of Florida
Latika Young   Florida State University
Janusz Zalewski   Florida Gulf Coast University
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UniVerSiTY of cenTraL fLorida MaP
Student Union (52), Burnett Honors College (95), and Parking Garage I 
(formerly H) (78)

Maps & Locations
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STUdenT Union
Key West Ballroom
Second Floor
Room 218 ABCD

BUrneTT honorS coLLege
Rooms 126, 128, and 130
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Vicinity Map and dinner Suggestions

Ucf Student Union (#1 on map)
Wackadoo’s (Sports Bar and Grill)

Ucf restaurants (#2 on map)
Gemini Blvd. + N. Orion Blvd.

Balagan (Eastern Mediterranean Cuisine)
Domino’s Pizza (Italian)
HighFive Froyo (Frozen Yogurt)
Jimmy John’s (Sandwiches)
Kyoto Sushi and Grill (Japanese)
Subway (Sandwiches)
Burger U (Sports Bar and Grill)

University Blvd restaurants (#3 on map)
Applebee’s (American)
Falafel Cafe (Middle Eastern)
Buffalo Wild Wings (Wings and Sports Bar)
Habanero’s (Mexican)
Logan’s Roadhouse (Steakhouse)
Ruby Tuesday (American)
Steak n’ Shake (American)

University commons (#4 on map)
Alafaya Tr. + Gemini Blvd. N  

Flipper’s (Pizza)
Quiznos (Sandwiches)
B2 Cafe (Sandwiches and Bagels)
Baja Fresh (Mexican)
Luya (Chinese)

University Palms Shopping center 
(#5 on map)
Alafaya Tr. + McCulloch Rd. 

Dragon Court (Chinese)
Giovanni’s (Italian)
The Moat Sports Grille (American)

Maps & Locations

1
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