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WHAT COMES NEXT? 

CROSSING THE
BRIDGE

Senior Class of 2024!



This Fall semester, I had the opportunity to work with my former high

school, specifically, the Senior Class of 2024. As a first-generation

college student, I understand the importance of preparing for such a

new experience despite not having the guidance or support you may need

to navigate it all. Starting this new chapter of your life can be exciting,

but also stressful, so I would’ve wanted all the help I could get. I made

it my goal to ensure I could be an aid to this year’s graduating class of

thirty-nine students through my experience and advice, so they can be

confident in “crossing the bridge” and ultimately, starting their own

post-graduation journeys. The first way I served the senior class was by

offering a tour of the UCF main campus. This way, I could help give

students a better idea of what one of their possible options was if they

were to pursue a bachelor’s degree. But because everyone’s post-grad

journeys won’t look the same, I also offered multiple workshops that

covered how to navigate applying for colleges or jobs, what to expect

post-graduation and Q&A sessions.

Project Summary



One of the most valuable topics I learned about in my LEAD Spiritual
Leadership class was about discovering leadership in the selflessness of
serving others. We learned that when you serve others and focus on the
needs of others versus yourself, you are able to see a positive impact on
the well-being of the group as a whole. This should be any leader’s goal.
The “real world” experience of helping senior students was rewarding in
itself because I was able to see the students grow in confidence when it

came to what their post-graduation plans would look like. This was
something I wasn’t able to experience myself as a senior in high school, so
to know I made a difference in their experiences was great to see. Though

it may not have always been easy to work one on one with a student
because of stress or anxiety, it encouraged me to be a better listener and
more actively cater to specific concerns. Because of my efforts, students
were better able to understand the available options college provides and
what exactly they need to do or prepare for to see their goals through. 

Course Connection & Impact 



Through this project, I was rewarded with the impact my guidance and aid offered these
students. I was glad to learn these students trusted me in what can often be an

overwhelming process. I believe I achieved my goal when students’ growing confidence in
themselves became clear as a result of my service. It was great to see that leading them

through a series of possible action plans could potentially have a helping hand in ensuring
these students could put their best foot forward once starting their post-grad journeys and

life beyond the standard classroom. From my own experience of navigating college as a
first-generation college student, I was also able to see my personal growth through what I

knew as a high school senior versus what I know now. It used to be difficult for me to break
out of my shell and speak in front of others, regardless of if I needed to address something

important or not. Now, however, acting as a mentor really allowed me to put student’s
worries or concerns above my own and become comfortable in my position. Serving these
senior students really allowed me to see the benefits of putting aside personal gain for the
good of others. Similarly, I am confident I will be able to carry these skills I’ve equipped on

with me throughout the rest of my college experience, graduate school, and career,
thereafter. When it comes to utilizing selflessness with the intention of helping others,
whether largely or simply, this leadership style can always be impactful in whatever

position or experience I may be in.

Reflection



I’d like to thank Mr. Brad Crawford, my LEAD Scholars
professor for teaching me the impact of selfless service as

well as Mrs. Tiffany Martin, my former guidance counselor
for allowing me to work so closely with my former school’s
senior class of 2024. It was so nice to see them have such
a beneficial experience from our teamwork. I would also like

to thank the Experiential Learning division of UCF’s
Student Success and Well-Being for offering this showcase.
It’s amazing to see the real-life experiences of my peers
and their impacts outside of our normal classroom setting.

Thank you!
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