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Glassford & Henderson:
Curating 18t Century History
from Store Ledgers

Rosalind J. Beiler, Department of History




AMH 4110 - Colonial American History
Class Project
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 John Glassford
& Alexander
Henderson -
proprietors of HOME

‘Welcome to the Economy of Goods! Our project explores the eighteenth-century world of consumption and trade through the account ledgers of John Glassford, a

HOME GOODS PECPLE PLACES ABOUT

Sto re I n 1 7 5 O S Scottizh merchant who owned stores in Virginia and Maryland, and one of his factor's, Alexander Henderson. Our purpose 15 to provide access to the matenal world of
early Amernica and to understand how consumer goods shaped social, economic, and political relationships
d 1 7 6 O 1 [ am Sensible it must be vexing to you to be at so much pains to lay in goods for this Store which, as Yet, is but a Charge, but if youll take that Pains, Ill do all in my
a n S I n Power to make it a profitable settlement which | hope to be able to accomplish. . To know of Your being Successful in every branch of business You are engag'd in will
always afford real pleasure to me. ~Alexander F to John d, 27 July 1759
C O | C h e Ste r y Fugs of the above sort [9/4 fine good white Spotted Rugs| have been wiote for both the lasts [twol] Years but never sent, dissappointments of this kind make 5 Man
appeat lintle in the Eyes of his Customers, by rendering him ble of fulfilling the p he makes them| | be kind enough <thens before 1o give <posting>

orders 1o send them. ~Alexander Henderson, A Scheme of Goods for Mr John Glassford’s Store at Colchester, Virginia for 1761

Virginia




AMH 4110 - Colonial American History
Class Project

» | earning Objectives:

®» Gain first-hand experience as historians of early America interpreting primary
sources.

®» | earn about how historians read and analyze eighteenth-century sources to
understand the material world of people living in the period.

®» | earn about the issues historians consider when presenting their research to
broad audiences.

®» | earn about how to present scholarship in a visual exhibit format.
®» Make original contributions to scholarly community as well as the broader public.

®» Complete a publication that can be listed on student resumes.




Parts of the Project

Transcribe 3 Page

Sets
Students learn:

How trade and the
economy worked
About the consumer
world of 18" century
Virginia

Practical
paleography skills
Investigative and
research skills
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Parts of the Project

®» Research a person,
place, object, topic of
Interest and write a
blog post

» Students learn:

e To conduct historical research
to contextualize 18t century
texts

 The challenges of working
with first-hand historical
evidence

HITTING THE NAIL ON THE HEAD: THE IMPORTANCE
OF CAST IRON NAILS IN THE COLONIAL ECONOMY

e To create their own
interpretation for public
audiences




Parts of the Project

=» Create a visual
Interpretation/
exhibit of their
research

» Students learn:

e To translate written
research into visually
appealing exhibits

e To work with
infographic/visual
design software

e About how local
consumer goodes fit
into the Atlantic world

What's in a
Button?

Buttons could be made of a variety of materials
including metal, wood, bone, glass, or even cloth

Most buttons in the
ledger were sold for
around one shilling per
dozen, but the price
could vary widely

None for You!

Buttons

Button Button!
Whao's got the

By the dozen

Buttons were often sold by
the dozen. Why? Perhaps

they were something kept on Button?
hand, not just purchased as |
needed.
Buttons in
Eighteenth Century

Colonial America

by Aaron Chapman Women's clothing typically

did not include buttons

Why button

Whether fashion
statement or
functional, buttons ¢
had atendency tobe | &
torn off and need
replacement

s?

o

Fashion and function

Men's clothing had
all the buttons. On
the waistcoat, coat,
and sleeves,
sometimes close
together to display as
many as possible

= S




Challenges of class project

» Finding Time - Teaching students how to create visual
iInterpretation of historical research
» Class focuses on early American history
» Added component — how to conduct research

=» Now adding another component — how to create visual interpretations

» Finding iImages
®» Appropriate to the eighteenth century

» |n the public domain




Take-away from Citizen Curator
Workshop

» Copyright issues

» Library resources for teaching students about them
» STARS as a potential repository for class projects
» \Where to look for images in the public domain
» Theories of exhibition to build into project
» |deas for student workshops
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