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UCFBIP Celebrates 13 Years
The University of Central Florida Business
Incubation Program (UCFBIP) celebrated its
13th anniversary in October.
Since its founding in 1999, the UCFBIP
has expanded to nine sites
across Central Florida
covering Orlando, the
UCF campus, two in the
Central Florida Research
Park and six others in
Apopka, Daytona Beach International Airport,
Kissimmee, St. Cloud and Winter Springs.
Central Florida’s cooperative culture is
unique, and according to Entrepreneur Magazine,
the success of the UCFBIP can be credited to the

“intergovernmental and private sector’s ability to
cooperate and sidestep development turf wars
that often hobble other metro areas.” Dr. Tom
O’Neal, founder of the UCFBIP,
credits this city-county partnership
and collaborative spirit as one of the
most critical factors for the program’s
success.
Since its inception, the UCFBIP
has helped more than 300 emerging
growth companies (including more than 120
current clients and more than 90 graduates *as
of December 2012) create over $500 million in
annual revenue and generate an average wage of
more than 45% for the region.
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OptiGrate Corp., a graduate of the UCF Business
Incubator (UCFBI) – Central Florida Research Park,
was nominated as the “Small Manufacturer of the
Year” at the Manufacturer’s Association of Central
Florida (MACF) Annual President’s Award Dinner
in November. Each year the Awards of Excellence are
presented to MACF members in each manufacturing
category: small, medium and large.
“MACF congratulates OptiGrate from their early
years starting inside the UCFBI to now - sustaining
business, doubling employees, offering high-paying
salaries and planning for future job growth,” said
MACF Executive Director Sherry Reeves. She
continued, “OptiGrate is a real example of advanced
manufacturing and the type of business in which to
help grow our economy.”
Founded in 1999, OptiGrate is a spin-out of
UCF’s College of Optics and Photonics. The company
pioneered and successfully brought to market the
innovative technology of volume Bragg grating-based
optical filters. The unique technology developed
by OptiGrate enables significant performance

OptiGrate CEO/President Alexei Glebov (left) with Past MACF President,
Tom Muller (right).
improvement of laser systems, vast miniaturization
and cost reduction of analytical instruments, and
ultra-fast lasers for medical, pharmaceutical, defense,
nanotech and other applications.
“This award is a significant milestone for us,”
said Alexei Glebov, OptiGrate’s CEO and president.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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The Accelerator
Message From The Founder
Welcome to the
winter issue of The
Accelerator, the
quarterly newsletter
of the UCF Business
Incubation
Program
(UCFBIP). The
purpose of this
newsletter is to keep
our clients, partners, sponsors, volunteers, and
staff informed about the activities of the UCFBIP.
It is an exciting time for the UCFBIP
as we celebrate a number of milestones
and accomplishments. As we move
forward into the new year, I’d like to take
the opportunity to reflect on 2012.
• In April, we opened the doors to the latest
addition of the UCFBIP in Apopka.
• UCFBIP graduate BDG Construction Services
and client Hometown Health TV were
honored for their business excellence during
the National Business Incubation Association
(NBIA) Awards Luncheon in Atlanta in May.
• Our UCFBI-Daytona Beach International
Airport celebrated its one-year anniversary in
July and in honor, the Volusia County Council
official proclaimed July 27 as “Entrepreneur Day.”

• The UCFBIP celebrated its 13th anniversary in
October. Since its founding in 1999, the UCFBIP
has successfully helped more than 300 companies
create over $500 million in annual revenue.
• In November, OptiGrate Corp., a graduate
of the UCFBI-Central Florida Research Park,
was selected as “Small Manufacturer of the
Year” by the Manufacturer’s Association of
Central Florida for their pioneering work with
volume Bragg grating-based optical filters.
• At President Hitt’s Focus on Excellence
Breakfast in November, the UCFBIP presented
a video highlighting its success and profiled
client companies to an audience of 300 of
Orlando’s top business and political leaders.
The mission of the UCFBIP is to help
entrepreneurs, something that we couldn’t do
without the support and partnerships of our local
community. The level of support we receive truly is
unmatched and I want to extend my appreciation
to everyone who has helped us along the way. I
encourage you to read about our upcoming events,
expansions and milestones at incubator.ucf.edu.
Tom O’Neal, Ph.D.
Associate Vice President
Office of Research & Commercialization
Executive Director, UCF Business
Incubation Program

The UCFBIP hosts many educational programs, seminars and events at each site. For details on
these activities, please visit incubator.ucf.edu and click on events or view the events sidebar.

What Every Entrepreneur Should Know
February 25, 2-4:30 p.m.
UCF Business Incubator – St. Cloud
Selling to the Government
March 5, 9:30-11 a.m.
UCF Business Incubator – Kissimmee
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Richard Anderson
City of Apopka
Randy Berridge
Florida High Tech
Corridor Council

Real Estate Strategies for Growth
Businesses
March 13, 10-11 a.m.
UCF Business Incubator – Winter Springs
AIM…FIRE…READY: A Formula for
Guaranteed Growth
March 27, 3-5 p.m.
UCF Office of Research & Commercialization
University Tower
Writing the Business Plan Made Easy
March 27, 1-3 p.m.
UCF Business Incubator – Kissimmee

Bill McDermott
Seminole County
Economic
Development

Nicholas McRay
City of Sanford,
Economic
Scott Blankenship Development
Lake County
Rebecca Borders
Mayor, City of St.
Cloud

Paul Mitchell
Volusia County
Dean Monaco
MyInnoVenture

Terence F. Brennan
Brennan Legal
Michael J.
Group LLC
O’Donnell
UCF Faculty/ MOD
J. Douglas Drymon Ventures LLC
City of Leesburg
Jeff Jones
Osceola County
Strategic Initiatives
Rick Karl
Volusia County
Florida

UCFBIP CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Excellence in Entrepreneurship
Certificate Course
January 22 – February 21

UCF Business
Incubation Program
Advisory Board
Members 2013-2014

Kim King
City of Orlando
Belinda Ortiz
Kirkegard
City of Kissimmee,
Economic
Development
Charles Lacey
Mayor, City of Winter
Springs

Tony Ortiz
Commissioner, City
of Orlando
Randall E. Poliner
Antares Capital
Corporation
Jay Robinson
Enterprise Florida
Eric Ushkowitz
Orange County
Economic
Development
Heather Bond
Vargas
Cobb Cole P.A.
Ken York
Seminole County
Economic
Development

ecovery
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UCFBIP Advisory Board Profiles
The UCF Business Incubation Program has established a strong Advisory Board to coordinate the efforts
of both the University and the community in providing tools and resources that enhance the prospects for
the commercial success of developing companies. The Board serves as a liaison between the Incubator,
the University, and the Central Florida community. Visit incubator.ucf.edu for the full board list.

Belinda Ortiz Kirkegard
Belinda Ortiz Kirkegard
joins the UCF Business
Incubation Program as a
new member of the Advisory
Board. Kirkegard serves as
Kissimmee’s first economic
development director and the
first Hispanic director in the city’s history. Kirkegard
is also recognized for her 2008 run for Florida State
Senate, missing the seat by less than one percent of
the vote.

Charles Lacey
Charles Lacey is the mayor
of Winter Springs, a funding
partner
with
Seminole
County for the UCFBI–
Winter Springs.
Lacey,
a
long-time
Floridian,
graduated from Florida State
University with a degree in finance. He and his wife,
Sandi, are 20-year residents of Central Florida.

Rebecca Borders
Rebecca Borders is the mayor
of the city of St. Cloud.
In addition, she works as
a supervisor for Kaman
Corporation’s Plant Security
Department.
A resident of St.
Cloud for more than 35 years, the community’s
growth and stability have always been important to
her. Borders served as a deputy sheriff for 21 years
at the Osceola County Sheriff’s Office and for four
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Kirkegard grew up on military bases around
the world, thanks to her Air Force father, and the
experience gave her an outgoing personality and a
desire to give back to the community. Her father
retired to Central Florida 20 years ago, and she has
been here ever since.
Kirkegard graduated from UCF with a bachelor’s
degree in political science and public administration.
While at UCF, she started to pursue her government
track–first as an intern for the Orange County
mayor’s office, then as an aide to an Orange
County commissioner. After graduation, Kirkegard
continued her studies and earned a master’s degree in

public administration. She then transitioned to the
Orange County Business Development Office, where
she earned a national certification as an Economic
Development Finance Professional.
When asked about serving on the Advisory
Board and being involved with the UCFBIP,
Kirkegard remarked “It’s been a privilege to be a part
of the UCFBIP. I get so much satisfaction seeing
entrepreneur’s come to the incubator with a dream
and have it become a reality. It’s exciting to be a part
of such a wonderful organization that does so much
for our business community.”

Lacey is president of QTS Management
Corporation, a financial services company, and
an organizer and director of Semoran Financial
Corporation. Previously, he served in a variety of
capacities with Intel Corporation, most recently as
manager of financial markets for North and South
America.
Lacey also served as president of the OviedoWinter Springs Regional Chamber of Commerce,
where one of his major accomplishments was
forming a strategic partnership with the Winter

Springs incubator. Among other mutually beneficial
results was an agreement to share office space, which
continues today.
As mayor, Lacey values the role of the Winter
Springs incubator in fostering a positive reputation
for the city of Winter Springs as a home for startup
businesses. His business background is an asset
to the Advisory Board, and he is glad to have the
opportunity to contribute to business development
throughout the Central Florida region.

years at the Lake County Sheriff’s Office. After
retiring, Borders started and ran a successful business
in Orlando. She later worked with an after-school
program at Hopkins Park, volunteered as a coach for
the Parks and Recreation Department and worked
with Community Vision’s Teen Leadership program,
all in St. Cloud.
Borders is actively involved in the community
and, recently received the Good Government Award.
She serves as a member of the following: Tri-County
League of Cities, St. Cloud Citizens Foundation,
MetroPlan Orlando Municipal Advisory Committee,
St. Cloud Chamber of Commerce, St. Cloud /

OUC Joint Contract Advisory Committee, Florida
Municipal Power Agency Board and Community
Alliance.
“The St. Cloud incubator has been positive for
our community and brought many new businesses
to city, as well as assisted existing businesses,” she
stated. “Our city has had the opportunity to work
with several of the businesses, which would not have
been possible without the UCFBIP. Being a member
of the Advisory Board provides me an invaluable
opportunity to influence the growth of our city.”
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OptiGrate Wins MACF Small
Manufacturer of the Year Award
FROM PAGE 1
“Being recognized as Small Manufacturer of the Year
clearly shows that we succeeded in transitioning
advanced university research into commercial
products.”
The optical components are manufactured
at OptiGrate’s new 10,000-square-foot facility
in Oviedo, Fla., and shipped to more than 300
customers worldwide. The new state-of-the-art
facility is the only vertically integrated Voxel-Based
Morphometry (VBM — a neuroimaging analysis
technique) production plant in the world. “With

the increased capacity and streamlined production,
we’ll be more cost efficient and able to deliver better
products faster, meeting an ever- growing demand
and expectations from our customers,” said Glebov.
For more information about OptiGrate and the
MACF, visit OptiGrate.com and macf.biz.

Founder of iEraser® Recognized as
UCFBI – Daytona Beach International
Airport Entrepreneur of the Year
Robert Skelton, founder and chief executive
officer of Best iProducts™.com™ LLC, was
recognized as “Entrepreneur of the Year” at the oneyear anniversary celebration of the UCF Business
Incubator -Daytona Beach International Airport.
Skelton created The iEraser®, a pocketsize
screen cleaning device for tablets, laptops, monitors
and other devices. He received rave reviews when
he introduced his product at the 2012 Consumer
Electronics Show in Las Vegas.
“I’m honored to be
named Entrepreneur of
the Year for this UCF
Business incubator. It
could not have happened
without the help of
many, especially our team of iPeople and the grace of
God,” said Skelton.
Best iProducts has a manufacturing facility
in Edgewater, Fla., and operates its design studio
at UCFBI -Daytona Beach International Airport.
Site manager, Connie Bernal said, “Rob is an
entrepreneur who works hard to make his city, his
county, his country and the world a better place. He
has the potential for creating a successful high-growth

UCFBI – Leesburg
Transfers Management
to Lake County Economic
Development and Tourism
Beginning in January 2013, the UCF Business
Incubation Program (UCFBIP) will transfer
management of its Leesburg site to the Economic
Development Group of Lake County.
UCFBI-Leesburg has been managed by the
UCFBIP with the help of the city of Leesburg and
Lake
County
since early 2010.
UCFBIP Director
Gordon
Hogan
stated that UCF
will serve as an
advisor if needed.
Lake County Economic Development and
Tourism is an office of the Lake County Board of
County Commissioners. The group operates two
additional Business Opportunity Centers. “The
entrepreneurial community in Lake County will be
better served with a more consistent offering at all
three locations,” Hogan said.

Did you know?
There are 59,767 total students
enrolled at UCF.
In 2012 the university surpassed
the $100 million dollar mark in
external funding for the eighth
straight year with $129 million.
Tom O’Neal presents Robert Skelton, founder and CEO of Best iProducts,
with an award for his nomination as “Entrepreneur of the Year”
company in Volusia County.”
“The incubator is a partnership between UCF,
Volusia County and the Florida High Tech Corridor
Council. It is designed to help start-up companies as
well as established businesses that may need assistance
getting to the next level of their operations,” Bernal
said.
For more details, visit BestiProducts.com.

The UCF Business Incubation
Program has helped more than
300 client companies and
generated an average wage of
more than 45% for the region.
UCF was ranked 39th among the
“Best Values in Public Colleges” in
the U.S. by Kiplinger.
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Success Stories

The Accelerator

UCFBI-Winter Springs Celebrates Five Year Anniversary
UCFBI–Winter Springs Success Stories
Graduate Client BDG Construction Services
received the National Business Incubation
Association’s Outstanding Incubator
Graduate Award in the nontechnology category at its
annual conference in May 2012.

Celebrating the grand opening in 2008, of the new UCF Business
Incubator – Winter Springs are (left to right): Charles Lacey, Board
President, Oviedo-Winter Springs Chamber of Commerce; Tom O’Neal,
UCF; John Hitt, UCF President; Brenda Carey, Chair, Seminole County
Board of County Commissioners and John F. Bush, Mayor, City of Winter
Springs.
This spring, the UCF Business Incubator
(UCFBI)-Winter Springs is celebrating five years of
success with funding support provided by Seminole
County, city of Winter Springs and the Florida
High Tech Corridor Council. During this time, it
has accomplished its objective of enabling emerging
businesses to accelerate their growth and create high
impact jobs in the local community.
Currently, the incubator has 20 client companies
and a roster of 12 graduate clients from a diverse set of
industries that includes: 3-D animation, clean tech/
renewable energy, education and media, engineering,
information technology, security and networking,
medical technology, mobile food, security services,
software development, wireless communications and
transportation.
Outlined below is a highlight of the Winter
Springs incubator’s economic impact:
• Current employment by UCFBI-Winter Springs
companies: 186
• Estimated graduate employment to date: 162
• Estimated revenues, grants and investments
secured by graduate clients to date: $151.2
million
In addition, the Winter Springs incubator
space has been full for the past year, resulting in the
conversion of meeting rooms into office spaces to
accommodate for client growth.
Site Manager, Esther Vargas-Davis extends her
appreciation to the funding agencies, professional
partners, and service providers who have contributed
their support and helped make the incubator a
success.
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From left to right: Esther Vargas-Davis, Site Manager, UCFBI-Winter
Springs, Jay Brown and Kevin Guffee, Founders of BDG Construction
Services, and Gordon Hogan, Director, UCFBIP, are pictured accepting
their award at the NBIA Conference.

participated in an intensive individualized financial
boot camp offered by a UCFBIP network partner.
This allowed the company to develop a detailed
three-year operating and cash flow plan, enabling
NexGen’s investors to commit to an additional
round of funding. Since joining the UCFBIP, five
professionals have joined the NexGen team and two
beta tests have been successfully completed, leading
to contract negotiations.
It is particularly noteworthy that NexGen
entered into an exclusive distributor agreement with
another UCFBIP client,
Hoverfly Technologies.
The
companies
have integrated the NexGen 9-1-1 system with
Hoverfly’s aerial drone technology, making
Hoverfly the first aerial drone company to stream
live video to a cloud-based application. The two
companies recently co-exhibited at the International
Association of Chiefs of Police conference and
performed 120 on-demand demonstrations
of NexGen/Hoverfly aerial drone systems
integration. (Read more about Hoverfly on page 9)

Greensleeves Builds Success
NexGen and Hoverfly Partner to
Expand Opportunities
NexGen
Global
Technologies joined the
Winter Springs incubator
in early 2012. The company
offers a fast and secure twoway transfer of photos,
video and text between emergency communication
centers and mobile phones worldwide. The ability
to send, receive, forward and retrieve these images
and distribute them to emergency personnel saves
lives when time is critical. NexGen 9-1-1 is cloudbased, works with all types of mobile phones, across
all wireless networks, and does not require users to
install any type of application.
The UCFBI-Winter Springs has played a critical
role in the guidance and development of NexGen.
The company has extensively utilized the incubator’s
resources to develop their strategy planning, sales
and marketing, intellectual property management
and grant research. More specifically, NexGen

Greensleeves is a clean energy technology company
that has developed and delivered a proprietary,
patents-pending, software-driven thermal control
system, the GeoModule™. The GeoModule saves a
minimum of 35 percent or more in energy expenses
and pollution at only a slightly higher initial cost
than a conventional HVAC system. As a result,
Greensleeves has redefined the market to create a
rapidly growing billion-dollar product niche for the
GeoModule.
Greensleeves has been able to secure major
customer commitments in the past 12 months and
clients include NASA, Gordon Food Service, the
University of Findlay, Taylor University, Methodist
Olive Branch Hospital, BASF and the ToledoLucas County Port Authority. Greensleeves has 32
angel investors who recently invested an additional
$500,000 and the company is now looking for $5
million investment. The business plan pro forma
indicates revenue of $75 million in 2017.

Success
Quarterly Newsletter of the UCF Business
IncubationStories
Program

UCFBIP Staff Update
Leanne Fleischer Joins UCFBI –
Apopka as New Program Assistant
Leanne Fleischer joins the UCFBIP team
as the new program assistant for its Apopka
Incubator.
Fleischer joins the UCFBIP with more than
20 years of experience.
Prior to joining the
UCFBIP,
she
held
executive
assistant
positions
at
Ruth’s
Chris Steak House and
Remington College of
Nursing in Lake Mary,
Fla. She graduated from
Liberty Christian College in Pensacola, Fla., with
a degree in business management.
Site manager, Rick Parks, stated, “Leanne
has a wide variety of administrative business
experience, which coupled with her people skills
has proven to be a perfect match for the program
assistant position.”

UCFBI – Orlando Welcomes
Lisa Mills
Lisa Mills is the newest team member
to join the UCFBIP. Serving as the Program
Assistant for the Orlando incubator, Mills will
assist with various functions for the program,
such as attaining new
clients,
maintaining
communication between
current
clients
and
graduates with program
directors, and distributing
important information to
the public.
Four years ago Mills
relocated from Colorado to Central Florida,
where she had a wide range of experience in
careers with higher education and hospital

administration. Prior to joining the UCFBIP
team, Mills was employed as a testing and
assessment administrator at Valencia College.
Mills is excited to be involved with the
UCFBI-Orlando and hopes to be able to grow
within the program by possibly furthering her
education at UCF.
When asked about her new role, Mills
commented, “I like that so many people
throughout the state are helping people create
jobs. I want to let people know about the program
so we can eventually lower unemployment rates
and create more and more jobs throughout the
state of Florida.”
Mills is a graduate of Regis University with
a bachelor’s of science in business administration
and human resource management.

UCFBI – Winter Springs
Welcomes Juana Brand
The UCFBIP welcomes Juana Brand as the
new program assistant for the Winter Springs
incubator.
Brand has a bachelor’s degree in business
administration and a minor in international
business from Florida International University.
Her
14
years
of
experience
includes
administrative positions
at CNA Commercial
Insurance and Zurich
North America.
Opened in 2008
to serve high-growth
startups in Seminole
County, the Winter Springs incubator is a
partnership between UCF, Seminole County, the
Florida High Tech Corridor Council, and the city
of Winter Springs.

Ninjaneer Studios to
Create Interactive
Corrosion Exhibit for
Orlando Science Center
UCF Business Incubator - Winter Springs client
Ninjaneer Studios recently earned a contract to assist
with the development of an interactive corrosion
exhibit at the Orlando Science Center.
The new exhibit is a collaboration between the
University of Akron and the U.S. Department of
Defense’s Office of Corrosion Policy and Oversight,
with on-site support by NACE International, The
Corrosion Society (NACE). The exhibit will educate
visitors about corrosion and the damages it can cause
to its environment.
According to NACE, corrosion is a naturally
occurring phenomenon that is commonly defined
as “the deterioration of a substance or its properties
because of a reaction with its environment.” Like
other natural hazards, such as earthquakes, corrosion
can cause dangerous and expensive damage to
everything from water systems to bridges. Unlike
other natural hazards, however, there are methods to
prevent and control corrosion, which can reduce and
eliminate its impact on the environment.
Ninjaneer Studios will co-design an interactive
exhibit that will utilize 3-D projection-mapping
technology to educate visitors about the detrimental
effects corrosion has on our infrastructure and utilities
systems. By projecting digitally created content onto
physical everyday objects, this new creative medium
gives the illusion that a surface is being transformed.
The corrosion exhibit at the Orlando Science
Center is scheduled to open in March 2013. For more
information, visit incubator.ucf.edu.

Did you know?
UCF was named one of the “50 Best
Value Public Universities” by USA Today,
and The Princeton Review.

UCF appeared on Shanghai Jiao Tong
University’s “Academic Ranking of World
Universities,” ranking UCF among the top
300 universities in the world.

UCF is the number 5 “Up and Coming
University,” according to U.S. News and
World Report.
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Incubator Client Profiles
BGF CONSULTING

UCFBI Apopka

Compliance Solutions to Navigate Regulatory Roadblocks
For manufacturers of pharmaceuticals, medical
devices, biotechnology, food and beverages and
nutriceuticals (vitamins and dietary supplements),
products are their primary assets, however getting
them approved requires time, effort and working
cooperatively with regulatory officials. BGF
Consulting is a Central Florida-based company
that specializes in just that-providing regulatory
compliance and project management expertise
to assist companies navigating the stumbling
blocks of regulatory agencies such as the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
Founded in 2011 by Ayanna Brown, BGF
Consulting helps organizations by educating
them on current regulatory expectations and
providing them streamlined solutions that can be
effectively sustained. “When a consumer takes a
prescription drug, over the counter medicine, or
even opens a bag of chips, there is little thought
into the extensive legal and regulatory research
that is invested in the product to make it safe
for them to ingest,” said Brown, president and
CEO of BGF Consulting. “Our goal is to educate
our clients and assist them by preventing and

remediating complex compliance challenges.”
After graduating from Florida A&M University,
Brown began working as a chemist for a large
pharmaceutical company. Her role evolved to
working on special projects, mainly in the fields of
compliance and internal auditing. Brown realized
her interest in the field and switched companies for
a job as director of regulatory affairs and quality
assurance, where she specifically worked with the
FDA to ensure that the company complied.
This industry experience allows BGF to assist
companies in the education of their staff in order to
successfully compete in the regulatory environment.
In addition to the activities that Brown has
performed as an employee, the BGF team has also
successfully aided both large and small companies
in achieving their business objectives, including
successful product approvals, new and upgraded
facilities, and regulatory remediation efforts.
The future is bright for BGF Consulting.
Brown’s goals include bringing more awareness to
the industry, focusing on their training program
and ultimately making BGF Consulting a
house hold name.

COMPENDIUM SOFTWARE SYSTEMS (CSS)

“Not a lot of people know about the regulatory
compliance industry, and there’s definitely a lack
of institutional training,” said Brown. “We’re not a
university but we have the knowledge and expertise
to offer a solid training program,” she said. And the
company recently added three UCF interns from
the Office of Experiential Learning to the team.
Brown credits the UCF Business Incubation
Program (UCFBIP) for its sound business
advice and resources. “The UCFBIP has been a
tremendous help to us,” she said. “The program
and directors have been instrumental in teaching
us how to operate skillfully as opposed to being
a roving consultant trying to land contracts. We
have had a good experience with the program. For
more information, visit BGFconsulting.com.

UCFBI Apopka

Innovative Technology Solutions Saving Users Time and Money
Compendium Software
Systems (CSS) is gaining
recognition for its soughtafter technology solutions,
especially for BrightFleet™–
an innovative driver
improvement system that
uses behavior-tracking
Michael Bragg
technology to improve safety.
Founded by Michael Bragg, chief technology
officer, CSS is a consulting firm that specializes
in systems integration, advanced information
systems architecture, research and development,
emerging technologies evaluations, mobile platform
development, application and database refactoring,
human-system integration, sensor data collection
and reporting, and software usability design and
testing. The company turns complex data into
reports and specializes in award-winning driving
improvement systems –such as FuelClinic™,
SaferTeenDriver™, and BrightFleet™ - that improve
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safety and
save money.
Bragg
initially got
involved with
developing driver behavior improvement methods
after studying eco-driving practices and developing
advanced information systems for organizations such
as Lockheed Martin and the U.S. Department of the
State. “With today’s focus on people and our global
impact on the Earth, I realized a need for a program
like BrightFleet to provide fleet driver owners with
a turn-key training program to manage driving
risks and save them time and money,” said Bragg.
Using its state-of-the-art Hazard Perception
Evaluation (HPE), BrightFleet offers a
comprehensive training package with computerbased training modules assigned to drivers based on
targeted risk areas. The HPE offers a series of life-like
driving simulations and multiple-choice questions
that are monitored by advanced behavior-tracking

algorithms to measure driver performance in six
core areas: speed management, space management,
scanning, attitude, danger zones and other motorists.
The company has big plans in the works,
including expanding their individual brands.
“Until recently, fleet driving improvement
software was only offered to large fleets so
it’s exciting for us to soon offer our services
to small fleets as well,” Bragg added.
When asked about Compendium’s involvement
with the UCF Business Incubation Program
(UCFBIP), Bragg remarked, “My background
has been in computers so the UCFBIP has been
instrumental in providing a significant learning
curve.” He added, “Access to the team at the UCF
Venture Lab has also been a huge help to us.
Whenever I sought them out for market research
or research on patents they always delivered.” For
more information, visit CompendiumUSA.com.

Incubator Client Profiles
AbM ENGINEERING

UCFBI Daytona Beach

One-Stop Shop Engineering Services for Small Businesses
For many smaller companies,
adding an engineering division is
simply out of the question. “Adding
an engineering division to your
company requires a lot of time and
effort,”said Magdy Attia, president
of AbM Engineering LLC (AbM).
“By the time you write an ad, and
interview and hire someone, you
have exhausted yourself - not to
mention your bank account,” he
added. “That’s where we come in.”
Founded in 2003, AbM
Engineering is an engineering firm
based at the UCF Business IncubatorDaytona Beach International Airport
that offers a full-range of engineering
capabilities, including mechanical,
thermal-fluid, software development,

Magdy Attia
structural, systems, electrical and
others. AbM’s clients range from large
multi-national companies to small

companies, although the company’s
true passion is providing engineering
solutions for the smaller companies.
“Small companies often have
really innovative ideas, but they simply
don’t have the money to pay for an
engineering division. When they
hire AbM, we give them everything,
from the initial concept to a finished
product, so they save money because
they pay for engineering services only
when they need them,” Attia stated.
Under Attia’s leadership, the
company has been very successful. He
recently traveled to Seattle to make a
presentation to Boeing to discuss the
company’s innovative design work.
Additionally, they provided services to
a client with an Army contract who

HOVERFLY TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

won a Phase II grant due to AbM’s
work. “They told us we’ll be doing
the rest of the engineering work for
them - that’s huge for us,” said Attia.
AbM Engineering credits the
UCF Business Incubation Program
for much of their success. “We
love the incubator because of their
‘just-add-water’ approach – they
give you a ‘recipe’ for success if you
follow their advice,” Attia said. “It’s
really been an invaluable asset to
us. More importantly, they are to
me what I am to my customer. I’m
good at what I do, but there’s so
much I don’t know and it’s been great
to have their assistance,” he said.
For more information,
visit AbMEngr.com.

UCFBI Winter Springs

Innovative Aerial Robotics Propels Hoverfly’s Success
Hoverfly Technologies (Hoverfly) designs,
manufactures and markets aerial robot systems for
commercial,
industrial and
government
use. Hoverfly’s
patent-pending Hovercore™ technology enables
autonomous, intelligent flight and effortless
video capture in the air. From Hollywood sets
to secure sites, Hoverfly’s aerial robotics inspire
creativity, explore the Earth, and protect people
worldwide. Thousands of Hoverfly products have
been sold to customers in more than 35 countries
and on every continent except Antarctica.
Hoverfly Cinematic Aerial Robots are used
in the production of films and popular television
programming and commercials, including shows
on Animal Planet, History Channel, and NBC
Sports. In fact, film production companies are
now able to capture formerly inconceivable shots
thanks to Hoverfly’s small, quiet and affordable
multi-rotor helicopters. Law enforcement and
public safety agencies prefer Hoverfly Tactical
Aerial Robots because they are the only unmanned
aerial systems available that integrate with
next-generation 911 systems in the U.S.

Two of the original co-founders, Al Ducharme
and George Sapp, met in 2008 while flying remote
control (RC) model aircraft at a field in Orlando.
They made a video by flying large gliders with a
tiny camera attached, then realized how much
better it would be if they could control what the
camera saw in the sky. They had an idea to build a
new kind of RC craft–one that could hover in place
or fly around to take photos or videos. The duo
started hand-assembling flight control boards to sell
online in May 2010. The overwhelming response
inspired them to start Hoverfly in September 2010.
“There were many early adopters of emerging
and affordable commercial drone technology
seeking solutions in the hobby industry,”
explained Ducharme, Hoverfly’s president and
CEO. “We knew that if commercial drones
could be manufactured to provide professional
performance at 10 times less the cost of existing
technologies, we’d have a winning business.”
Hoverfly is positioned to produce an industrystandard aerial robotics tool for the public safety
market. The company’s low-cost aerial support
for police, SWAT, homeland security, emergency
response teams and fire fighters could eventually
replace the need for costly helicopters and other

One of Hoverfly’s innovations conducts a “fly-by” for the company’s
executive team (pictured from left to right: Dan Burroughs, VP
Engineering, George Sapp, CTO, Stacey Ducharme, VP Marketing &
Sales and Dr. Al Ducharme, President & CEO).
equipment. They also expect to perfect fully
autonomous industrial inspection drones that will
inspect windmills, bridges, pipelines and more.
When asked about Hoverfly’s partnership with
the UCF Business Incubation Program (UCFBIP),
Ducharme credits the UCF Business Incubation
Program (UCFBIP) with its success. He said,
“The UCFBIP has been instrumental in providing
the necessary space, support, and resources to
successfully grow our business. It has allowed us
to meet clients in a high-tech, professional facility
and reduce the risks of rapidly expanding and
hiring during uncertain economic times.” For
more information, visit HoverflyTech.com.
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Incubator Client Profiles
UCFBI Kissimmee

LUHSE TEA

Not Your Ordinary Cup of Tea
Founded by Mindy Ferris
and her daughter Brittney
Wholihan, Luhse Tea
is a Kissimmee-based
distributor of specialty
teas and accessories. The
company’s niché is their
line of loose-leaf teas high-quality teas that retain their distinctive flavor
and much more than teas found in tea bags.
The company launched their line of loose-

leaf teas after studying
the tea traditions and
offerings of different
places while living
abroad. Thanks to Ferris’
husband, a career Army
man, the family moved
25 times and lived in four countries,
imbibing teas everywhere they went.
A recent online review by Tasting Table, a
daily email publication that delivers food and

drink recommendations, generated 10,000
Luhse Tea website views in just 12 hours.
“The review was a huge success,” said Ferris.
“Our sales continue to grow.” she added.
The review, titled Army Wives: Not
the Show, the Tea, can be found online at:
http://www.tastingtable.com/entry_detail/
national/10880/Not_the_show_the_tea.htm.
For more information, visit LuhseTea.com.

UCFBI Kissimmee

GI MONEY

Supporting Those Who Support Us
Javier Rodriguez, founder of GI Money,
wanted to assist those transitioning from military-tocivilian life and into the workplace. First launched
as a website, GI Money magazine supports the
service and sacrifices of veterans, active service
members, and their spouses and families.
GI Money is a free educational resource
for military families that focuses on subjects
such as transition, financial readiness, and career
planning. It is designed to address the unique
needs of military families worldwide and assist
them in financial planning and education.
Rodriguez says that the most important
project the U.S. can support is connecting veterans
with opportunities. “Our military families need
people, groups and organizations to support them.
Veterans’ immediate needs might change as time
and circumstances develop, but the moral debt
we carry as U.S. citizens remains,” he said.
It is Rodriguez’s vision to see a library of GI
Money-branded resources in the hands, mobile
phones and digital tablets of every service member,
military spouse and student veteran. Since GI
Money isn’t tied to a political party, Rodriguez
and his team can ensure that the magazine’s

content will always address the most prevalent
issues affecting veterans and their families.
Rodriguez wears many hats as an
entrepreneur and credits his network of
volunteers, contributors, veterans and friends
who have the same passion to reach the military
audience for helping him achieve his success.
Rodriguez also credits the UCF Business
Incubation Program (UCFBIP). “I would not
have made the progress I’ve made today if not
for the UCFBIP and I am not just referring to
the organization. Rafael Camaano (UCFBI–
Kissimmee site manager) has become a trusted
adviser and friend to me. Value is a difficult thing
to assess, but being able to call someone for sound
business advice when at the proverbial fork in the
road is priceless. Rafael is not only a seasoned
business owner and development professional,
he’s coincidentally a veteran,” said Rodriguez.
GI Money can be found at most military
contact points, including installations, medical
facilities, support centers, commissaries, military
clubs, and libraries and college universities. For
more information, visit GImoney.com.

UCFBI - Central Florida Research Park Success Story
Melken Solutions has been approved by The University of Central Florida Regional Extension Center (REC) in the College of Medicine as a
vendor to market document scanning services to health care providers who are converting their medical files to electronic medical records. The
REC assists health care providers in Brevard, Lake, Orange, Osceola, Polk, Seminole and Volusia Counties with the selection and adoption of
adequate EHR solutions to improve patient care and comply with federal health care requirements.
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Incubator Client Profiles
UCFBI Orlando

edgefactory OMNIMEDIA

The Evolution of edgefactory
Founded in Orlando in 1999, edgefactory
OMNIMEDIA (edgefactory) grew from the
experiences of founder Brian Cole. As the global
stage manager at Walt Disney Entertainment, Cole
worked on numerous live events and programs and
realized that while many of the hired production
companies had great
technical equipment,
they lost focus on the
actual content they
brought to the screen. With his experience in
media programming for organizations such as
the Hard Rock Live Academy and Jack Morton
Worldwide, it was a natural progression to launch
his own company in hopes of creating a revolution
in corporate meetings and events media.
Cole began with meetings openers and
highlight videos, eventually adding destination and
VIP video introductions. Edgefactory has since
diversified its offerings to include digital signage,
website design, corporate promos, and commercial
and live media events. The Emmy© nominated
company stands out as a premier producer of creative
video, meetings and special events for Fortune
500 companies and major industry associations.
According to Cole, edgefactory creates brand
awareness by integrating creativity with the latest
technologies. It has been described as a boutique
agency, with its award-winning professionals
bringing unique skills and resources, to respond

to the most challenging media requests.
An example of the company’s ongoing success
is helping generate a standing-room-only crowd at
the American Public Works Association national
conference. The conference typically averages
800 to 1,000 people, but in 2012, that number
catapulted to more than 3,000. This attendance
spike is attributed to increased use of visual media
and the infusion of a creative story, which linked
the entire program into one cohesive event.
Edge factory was honored at the 2012
MarCom Awards, an international competition
sponsored by the Association of Marketing and
Communications Professionals. The competition
featured more than 6,000 entries, and edgefactory
took home honors in multiple areas.
In this exciting year of growth and change
within our organization, we are honored to
have been recognized for our team’s outstanding
achievement,” said Cole. “Our most valued asset
continues to be the collection of talented people
I have the pleasure to work with every day.”
When asked about edgefactory’s partnership
with the UCF Business Incubator–Orlando, Cole
responded, “With our rapid growth, the UCF
Business Incubation Program has given us insight
of what it takes to operate an efficient business.
It’s an ongoing process as new challenges and
opportunities arise and it’s good knowing we have
an experienced resource to lean on for answers and

Brian Cole, president/CEO, tapes a corporate communications
segment at Thermo Fisher Scientific’s newly re-opened 156,000 sq.ft.
manufacturing plant in Tewksbury, Massachusetts.
solutions on. The connections we have made have
been invaluable to our growth as a company.”
In 2012 edgefactory opened an additional
office in Indianapolis to meet growing demand,
and the company plans to remain on the
cutting edge of evolving technology.
“Visual media continues to grow all around
us-YouTube is now the second-largest search
engine online and consumers are looking for visual
cues as to what their next steps in business shall
be,” explained Cole. “Info-tainment will only
become a more valuable tool in reaching out to
consumers. It’s about a great story, captivating
visuals, all with energy, emotion and edge.”
For more information, visit edgefactory.com.

UCFBIP clients have a unique and eclectic background, resulting in product palettes in many different industry segments.
Examples of the broad range of companies within the UCFBIP are:
Honeybee APPS: Fun, interactive, easy-to-use
mobile apps and web solutions to provide assessing
tools for children.
IMediaReach: Specializes in reaching and
engaging audiences through various versions of text
messages.
Orange Blossom Pilsner: A local beer company
with a flavorful twist.

ootii: An interactive entertainment company
focusing on action-based social games.
Semplastics: Supplier of ultra-precision
plastic components for the semiconductor
industry.
Tentara Digital: Branding, Illustrations,
Renderings & Interactive E-Books.

For a complete listing of all the client companies of the UCFBIP, visit incubator.ucf.edu.
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Incubator Client Profiles
ConvergTV

UCFBI Research Park

Converging Entertainment and Technology
After working in Los Angeles for a number
of years and interviewing members of the
Writer’s Guild of America, it became apparent
to Kevin Curl that a distinct barrier existed
for content producers.
“Much of what we see on television is delivered
by a pre-determined network,” said Curl, president
and CEO of ConvergTV. “Producers have become
removed from the media industry because it is
dominated by a select few-not because their content
isn’t good enough, but simply because they haven’t
gotten a break or to a level that the industry
considers broadcast quality. Both aspiring and wellestablished producers are more disenfranchised from
the industry, and a tremendous amount of great
shows will never see the light of day,” he continued.
As a result of this realization, Curl
founded ConvergTV in 2007. ConvergTV
is the world’s first global television network,
offering a platform for producers to distribute
compelling, niche and special-purpose channels

to virtually almost every type of viewing device.
ConvergTV creates and develops channels
for cross-platform distribution worldwide by
working with producers and distributors who are
producing content or have developed past content
that was either distributed or not sold. ConvergTV
then licenses and in some cases re-brands the
content to create compelling shows that are
contracted to channels operated by ConvergTV.
“Producers are given the opportunity to
participate in the success of their content and are
encouraged to excel in their creative pursuits,” said
Curl. “We’re making a significant impact in the
production community by showing producers that
there is a way to market that can be just as rewarding

Diversified Industries

as attempting to pursue the traditional routes.”
ConvergTV will launch its initial
network, The Venture Channel, this fall. The
network will focus on extreme travel shows
that go beyond the ordinary, taking viewers
to extraordinary locations across the globe.
Recently ConvergTV signed a global
distribution agreement with Vivicast Media. The
company also signed an agreement with Broadcast
International, the developer of a proprietary
TV Everywhere distribution platform.
When asked about the UCF Business
Incubation Program (UCFBIP), Curl responded,
“The UCFBIP has provided us with an invaluable
amount of support. Being an entrepreneur can
be very lonely and being around other people
who see opportunity in their chosen fields helps
when discussing problems and ideas; having
like-minded people around is definitely a plus.”
For more information, visit ConvergTV.com.

UCFBI Research Park

“SMART” Idea Gains Momentum
As NASA’s space shuttle program began winding
down, Martin Belson started gearing up. Belson,
who had already formed Diversified Industries in
2007, began coordinating with NASA to acquire
intellectual property rights
for the shuttle’s System
Maintenance Automated
Repair Task (SMART) solution
software. As the innovation
technology manager and senior staff engineering
manager for United Space Alliance, Belson recognized
the advantages of SMART and how it helped reduce
the work volume of unplanned shuttle orbiter
maintenance by 35–40 percent, reducing costs.
Fast forward to today. Belson retired from
United Space Alliance, was granted full access
to the SMART software by NASA. Diversified
Industries modified it and tested it for use in both
commercial and military aerospace industries.
The company now has an exclusive license
agreement from NASA and plans to actively
market SMART starting in January 2013.
“We are now completing final testing
following the modification and upgrade of
the original SMART software that allows it
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to function in a configuration for commercial
marketing and sales,” explained Belson.
According to Belson, every minute a
Boeing 747 is delayed from service can cost
up to $1,000. Investing in SMART software
can significantly reduce this liability.
As they prepare to move forward, Diversified
Industries is appreciative of their partnership
with the UCF Business Incubation Program
(UCFBIP). “The UCFBIP has provided my
company with great housing in a rich commercial
environment,” said Belson. “We also value
the opportunities UCFBIP provides for us
to partner with other small businesses.”
Belson has ambitious goals for Diversified
Industries. The company is also pursuing the
reintroduction of the improved SMART software
technology into current and future NASA programs.
When asked if he had any advice for aspiring
entrepreneurs, Belson remarked, “The first step in
fulfilling the dream of running your own business is
taking a leap of faith, putting the wind in your face,
leaning forward and not letting go!”
For more information, visit their website at,
DiversifiedIndustries.biz.

From left to right: Bill Peters, Senior Field Site Engineer, Martin Belson,
Senior Analyst, and Devin Martin Belson, Head of Marketing and Sales,
at the 24th annual Power-Gen International Show and Conference at
the Orange County Convention Center.

Incubator Client Profiles
CAVEAT ENGINEERING

UCFBI Research Park

Only One CAVEAT
CAVEAT Engineering draws
upon its combined 50 years of
engineering, project management and
manufacturing expertise to provide
quality engineering consulting
and product development services.
CAVEAT partners with companies
who have either downsized their
engineering team or require the
niche services of thermal engineering
and finite element analysis (FEA)
simulations. The company’s
rapid prototyping and low runin production manufacturing
capabilities provides clients with
comprehensive engineering services
packages with faster lead times
at a competitive cost. CAVEAT
also assists clients in identifying
additional market segments to
help generate increased sales.
Founded in 2009 by Sergie
Albino and Robert McNeill,
CAVEAT’s offerings include
electro-mechanical-optical
packaging, thermal engineering,
and FEA (structural, thermal
and flow simulations).

IROC (increases reliability
on carbines), is a recent CAVEAT
innovation developed for the special
operations communities as well as
law enforcement and private sectors.
The device saves lives by decreasing
misfire occurrences on any shortbarreled, gas-operated bolt carrier
weapon. Additionally, IROC serves
as a recoil damper and climb arrester.
CAVEAT’s management team
has ambitious aspirations, including
transitioning towards product
development. “We have several
intellectual properties outside of
IROC that we want to pursue,”
explained Albino. “As CEO, I will
make sure that our engineering
services side continues to be a vessel
for the next generation of workforce,
engineers and business professionals.”
CAVEAT is also investing time
in the next generation of engineers.
“We are involved in various
science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics programs in
Central Florida,” said Albino. “Our
team provides mentoring within

Dicapta

engineering disciplines and helps
the younger generation in marketing
and business development so they
can commercialize their ideas. We
believe that for our nation to be
competitive in the technology arena,
our future engineers need to be
savvy, business-minded people.”
When asked about his
experience with the UCF Business
Incubation Program (UCFBIP),
Albino replied, “The UCFBIP has
been a tremendous help in the
form of network resources. This
program provides an environment
to grow your company as well as
form strategic alliance partnerships
with anyone in the network.”
In addition to his CEO duties,
Albino also serves as a professional
advisor for the Entrepreneurial
Scholars of Distinction program
at the Rollins College Crummer
Graduate School of Business.
For more information, visit
CaveatEngineering.com.

Pictured from left to right, Robert McNeill, COO, and
Sergie Albino, CEO, of CAVEAT Engineering

UCFBI Winter Springs

Ensuring Everyone is Informed
Founded in 2005, Dicapta
designs and implements innovative
technologies for accessible media.
From captioning, subtitles, and
narration to real time translation
and dubbing, Dicapta delivers
multiple access options to individuals
with language, hearing and visual
impairments. The company has
also expanded their services for
the Spanish-speaking community
though Real Time Dubbing™.
Dicapta operates a state-ofthe-art facility in Longwood, Fla.,
employing the talents of highly
skilled, multilingual professionals. The
company works with both domestic
and international clients, including
broadcast and cable networks and

federal government agencies. Dicapta
has been awarded numerous grants
by the U.S. Department of Education
to provide captions and video
descriptions for educational media.
In addition, the Library of Congress
contracts the company to develop
audio versions of the Spanish titles
for its digital talking books library.
In 2012, Dicapta worked with
PBS to offer viewers around the world
a simultaneous Spanish translation
of both the national Republican
and Democratic conventions.
“Our goal is to build a bridge
between cultures, so Hispanics can
participate in the day-to-day activities
of American culture,” explained
Maria Diaz, president of Dicapta.

“Our real-time dubbing structure
allows participation in any media
exchange. Conferences, webinars,
events and TV programming can be
enjoyed in Spanish in real-time.”
Diaz has ambitious goals for
the company in 2013, including
extending the benefits of accessibility
services to Latin-American countries.
When asked about Dicapta’s
partnership with the UCF Business
Incubation Program (UCFBIP),
Diaz replied, “The UCFBIP has
been extremely important in
helping us improve our business
model. We’ve received invaluable
assistance in sales, financial issues,
and strategy development.” For more
information, visit Dicapta.com.

(Pictured from left to right) Maria Fernanda Lloreda,
Harry Froget and Miriam Miranda conducting the
Spanish voice for the 2012 political conventions.
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Incubator Client Profiles

ACCELERATING FLORIDA’S
INNOVATION ECONOMY
How does one get there?
the past
10 years,
the UCF
Business
Incubation
OverOver
the past
10 years,
the UCF
Business
Incubation
Program
has helped
more than
companies
that inthat
Program
has helped
more200
thanclient
300 client
companies
in2011
2011accounted
accountedfor
formore
morethan
than1,600
1,600new
newjobs.
jobs.

INCUBATOR CLIENT COMPANIES
Apopka Incubator
Compendium Software
System, LLC
Fasold Global Coaching
& Consulting
Protectovision
BGF Consulting
Shulco, LLC
Central Florida
Research Park Incubator
4PSA, Inc.
Abamis IT Solutions
AceApplications, LLC
AccelaRX
Advanced Simulation
Research, Inc.
AgileSrc
Altra Systems
BW Engineering
Black Tree Consulting
Carter Solutions
CAVEAT Engineering
Civiq Software
Cloudware
Cognition Telematics, LLC
Commercial Training
Solutions
Diversified Industries
EPIC Engineering &
Consulting Group, LLC
Eukairos Technologies Corp.
Excel Recruiting
FAZTECH
Genensys
Genia Photonics
Geocove
H2 IT Solutions
Hign Corner Group
HoneyBee Apps, LLC
HPC Global

Hue Revolutions
Innovative Software
Products
iPresent Solutions
Medopho
Melken Solutions
Nano Discovery
nSolGel
Optimal Electro Physiology
Reliable Systems Solutions
Semplastics
Sterling Dynamics
Strong Point Research
Wightman & Associates
Unified Software
Technologies
Via Response Technologies
Vision Engineering
Daytona Incubator
AbM Engineering, LLC
Abraham’s Seasoning
Best iProducts.com, LLC
B3B (Best 3 Bids)
Bounce Forward
Choose Rain
Delta Dynamic
Developments
Festival Designs, LLC
Fitness Fusion Designs
Healthy You Centers
Klein-Yaney Media, LLC
Network Custom Guns
Kissimmee Incubator
Calvert Corporation
Cenek
Conch Code Republic
GI Money
Golden Brothers Studios
Luhse Tea

Systemize Networks
Triacinter, LLC
Leesburg Incubator
Advanced DataStor
Evergreen Construction
Management
Green Solar Solutions
Mr. Handyman
The Imagination Shop
Orlando Incubator
ALTR, LLC
ATM of Orlando
Bold Technologies
Brand Advance
(GroupTable)
edgefactory
GreenPath Energy Solutions
Growing Synergy
Groundflights, LLC
Learn Everywhere
Mad Cap Events, LLC
Multiplying Talents
OBP, LLC
Pharm Coach
Rogan Marketing &
Communications
Studio S Measuring System
Visual Vitals
Photonics Incubator
LC Matter AKA Liquid
Crystals Materials Supplies
Orlando Photonics
Laboratory Corp
Plasmonics, Inc.
sdPhotonics
St. Cloud Incubator
BioWoman
ConvergTV

IT netCare
Logicor USA
ootii
Osceola Woman Newspaper
Nines Mine Beef Ranch
Schierer Fire
Team Energy, Inc.
Tentara Digital
James Gary Yallaly P.E.
Sanford Incubator
Pristine Bio Diesel
Program Works, Inc.
Power Promise Organization
Irblich Schools
Onopa Services, LLC
Winter Springs Incubator
Advanced EMS Designs
Advanced Technologies, Inc.
Aquarii Services, Inc.
Assoc. of Change Mgmt.
Professionals
CAMcad Technologies, Inc.
CuffCare Systems
Datanautix, Inc.
Dicapta
E.L.V.S. Equipment Locator
Vendor Services
Fidelity Security Agency
Greensleeves, LLC
Hoverfly Technologies
iMediaReach
NexGen Global
Technologies, LLC
Ninjaneer Studios, LLC
Precision Renewal Energy
Holding, LLC
The Children’s Internet, Inc.
XEMOG Technologies, Inc.
Zealthy

Data as of December 2012
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Big Solutions to Small Problems
For NanoSpective, thinking small has been key.
NanoSpective, founded by a team of UCF graduates with advanced degrees
in materials science, electrical engineering and chemistry- specializes in providing
analytical and consultation services to companies with intellectual property issues,
failure analysis, quality control and materials research. The company specializes in
using advanced scientific instruments to analyze target areas of interest routinely
close to 10nm in size-roughly 10,000 times smaller than the diameter of a human
hair.
“Using IP protection as an example, a client company will research to
determine what products in the market place they have reason to believe are
infringing upon their portfolio,” said Brenda Prenitzer, president and CEO of
NanoSpective. “They will come to us with a specific list of details that we will
extract and subsequently use advanced scientific instrumentation and procedures
to target the area,” she added.
The early origins of NanoSpective began in 2001, when two of the UCF
graduates who founded NanoSpective held positions in the diagnostic laboratory
at Lucent Technologies/Cirent Semiconductor/Agere Systems in Orlando. The
lab had a strong partnership with UCF’s Advanced Materials Processing and
Analysis Center and was instrumental in the early operation of the Materials
Characterization Facility (MCF) at UCF. After the lab closed in 2002, the founders
of NanoSpective realized that their expertise comprised a valuable service to bring
to the market. Their largest barrier, however, was the cost of equipment, ranging
in price from $500,000-$4 million. Their solution was a shared facility as part of
MCF’s industrial affiliates program.
Since their humble beginnings, NanoSpective has grown tremendously. They
graduated from the UCFBI - Central Florida Research Park in 2012 and recently
moved to their nearly 5,000- square-foot facility in the Central Florida Research
Park, complete with offices, a wet chemistry lab and space for analytical equipment.
To celebrate, they are hosting a special open house event on January 17. In the
December 2012 issue of Inside Florida’s High Tech Corridor, NanoSpective was
featured as a “Face of Technology.” It was also honored at President Hitt’s Focus

Pictured in photo (Left to Right): NanoSpective’s founders include Stephen M. Schwarz, Ph.D., Vice President
and COO; Brenda I Prenitzer, Ph.D., President and CEO and Brian Kempshall, Ph.D., Vice President and CTO.
on Excellence Breakfast in November 16.
NanoSpective credits the UCFBIP for helping facilitate many vital relationships
and providing sound business advice. “At the inception of NanoSpective we had
four highly trained scientists with strong connections to UCF who were ready to
offer a much-needed service, but we had no business background,” said Prenitzer.
“The expertise we received has allowed us to develop the requisite skills to operate
a successful business and helped us to fiscally navigate the difficult waters of the
recent year,” she added. For more information, visit NanoSpective.com.

UCFBIP Success Stories
Advanced EMS Designs, a client company of the UCF Business Incubator-Winter Springs, won top awards for their latest invention, Board
Armor®, a sterile disposable covering used by Emergency Medical Services teams, at emergency medical equipment trade shows in Baltimore
and New Orleans.
Adam Jones, chief executive officer of Innovative Software Products, Inc., member of the UCFBI - Central Florida Research Park, was
appointed to the Industry Advisory Committee for the Web Development program at Winter Park Tech, a career and technical education center
that has campuses in Winter Park and in Avalon Park.
AceApplications (UCFBI - Central Florida Research Park), is an information technology solutions and staffing provider to businesses,
schools, and government agencies. It announced its certification as a Minority-Owned Business by the Central & North Florida Minority
Supplier Development Council (FMSDC).
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The Accelerator

Incubation Program Graduate

Managing Your Online Presence with One Easy Platform
Established in 2006, Internet software company
Solodev offers a proprietary content management
platform designed to manage companies’ mobile,
Web, social and e-commerce content in one place. A
company’s online presence is critical; however, it can
be difficult to ensure it is effectively maintained and
updated. Solodev allows users to easily manage their
online presence.
The founders of Solodev built their first content
management system in 1999. Since Solodev’s
inception, Shawn Moore, founder and chief
technology officer and his team have worked to ensure
that it is one of the strongest platforms available on
the market. As the developers of their own software,
the Solodev team is able to customize their offerings
to their clients’ specific needs.
Solodev operates by allowing users to update

Accelerator Publication Information
The Accelerator is produced quarterly by the UCF
Business Incubation Program. For more information,
please contact the UCFBIP at 407-882-0888.
Opinions expressed do not reflect the official views of
the university. Use of trade names does not constitute
endorsement by UCF. Please credit UCF Accelerator
when reproducing content from the publication.
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Executive Director, UCF Business Incubation
Program, Associate Vice President for Research &
Commercialization
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Gordon Hogan
Director
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‘Like’ or Follow Us
Visit incubator.ucf.edu for info
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multiple sites and smart phone applications using
one login, while simultaneously managing content
across every online channel. Solodev runs on premise
or in the cloud to provide online solutions to a variety
of clients including Fortune 500 companies; mid-tolarge-sized organizations in the fields of healthcare,
retail and transportation; non-profit and government
groups; and economic development organizations.
Their growing client list includes the Metro Orlando
Economic Development Commission, Central
Florida Regional Transportation Authority (LYNX),
and Flagler and Volusia counties.

University of Central Florida
Business Incubation Program
University Tower/Research Park
12201 Research Parkway,
Suite 501
Orlando, FL 32826
Phone: (407) 882-1577
Fax: (407) 823-3299

Solodev, led by President Dasha Moore is
recognized as a Woman-Owned Business Enterprise
by the WBENC. A graduate of the UCF Business
Incubator – Central Florida Research Park, Shawn
credits the UCF Business Incubation Program
(UCFBIP) with providing crucial resources in their
business development.
“Since we began the UCFBIP, our company has
more than doubled in size,” said Shawn. “The UCFBIP
has served as a powerful community resource for us
and has helped position us for future growth. As an
off-site company, we were not able to take advantage
of all of the networking opportunities. However, we
were able to develop some strong relationships and we
are grateful for that.” he stated.
For more information, visit Solodev.com.

