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May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month!
As you can imagine, Asian Pacific American covers a fair amount of area. An Asian Pacific American is an
American (whether born, naturalized, or other) who was born on or has heritage from anywhere on the
Asian continent and the Pacific islands of Melanesia (New Guinea, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, Fiji and the
Solomon Islands), Micronesia (Marianas, Guam, Wake Island, Palau, Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Nauru and
the Federated States of Micronesia) and Polynesia (New Zealand, Hawaiian Islands, Rotuma, Midway

Islands, Samoa, American Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Cook Islands, French Polynesia and Easter Island).
These areas cover a wide array of languages, cultures, religions, and ethnicities that have brought
countless skills, hopes and dreams to the United States
Keep Reading to see the full list, descriptions, and catalog links for the 20 titles by or about Asian Pacific
Americans suggested by UCF Library employees. These, and additional titles, are also on the Featured
Bookshelf display on the second (main) floor next to the bank of two elevators.
~
A Different Pond by Bao Phi
Acclaimed poet Bao Phi delivers a powerful, honest glimpse into a relationship between father and
son—and between cultures, old and new. A Different Pond is an unforgettable story about a simple
event—a long-ago fishing trip. As a young boy, Bao Phi awoke early, hours before his father's long
workday began, to fish on the shores of a small pond in Minneapolis. Unlike many other anglers, Bao
and his father fished for food, not recreation. A successful catch meant a fed family. Between hope-filled
casts, Bao’s father told him about a different pond in their homeland of Vietnam. The New York Times
has said that Bao Phi’s poetry “rhymes with the truth.” Together with graphic novelist Thi Bui’s striking,
evocative art, Phi’s expertly crafted prose reflects an immigrant family making its way in a new home
while honoring its bonds to the past.
Suggested by Ven Basco, Research & Information Services

A Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki
In Tokyo, sixteen-year-old Nao has decided there’s only one escape from her aching loneliness and her
classmates’ bullying. But before she ends it all, Nao first plans to document the life of her great
grandmother, a Buddhist nun who’s lived more than a century. A diary is Nao’s only solace—and will
touch lives in ways she can scarcely imagine. Across the Pacific, we meet Ruth, a novelist living on a
remote island who discovers a collection of artifacts washed ashore in a Hello Kitty lunchbox—possibly
debris from the devastating 2011 tsunami. As the mystery of its contents unfolds, Ruth is pulled into the
past, into Nao’s drama and her unknown fate, and forward into her own future.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services, and Schuyler Kerby, Rosen Library

Asianfail: narratives of disenchantment and the model minority by Eleanor Ty
Eleanor Ty's bold exploration of literature, plays, and film reveals how young Asian Americans and Asian
Canadians have struggled with the ethos of self-sacrifice preached by their parents. This new
generation's narratives focus on protagonists disenchanted with their daily lives. Many are depressed.
Some are haunted by childhood memories of war, trauma, and refugee camps. Rejecting an obsession
with professional status and money, they seek fulfillment by prioritizing relationships, personal growth,
and cultural success. As Ty shows, these storytellers have done more than reject a narrowly defined
road to happiness. They have rejected neoliberal capitalism itself. In so doing, they demand that the rest
of us reconsider our outmoded ideas about the so-called model minority.
Suggested by Peter Spyers-Duran, Cataloging

Barbie Chang by Victoria Chang
Barbie Chang, Victoria Chang explores racial prejudice, sexual privilege, and the disillusionment of love
through a reimagining of Barbie―perfect in the cultural imagination yet repeatedly falling short as she
pursues the American dream.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections
Between Foreign and Family: return migration and identity construction among Korean Americans
and Korean Chinese by Helene K. Lee
Between Foreign and Family explores the impact of inconsistent rules of ethnic inclusion and exclusion
on the economic and social lives of Korean Americans and Korean Chinese living in Seoul. These actors
are part of a growing number of return migrants, members of an ethnic diaspora who migrate “back” to
the ancestral homeland from which their families emigrated. Drawing on ethnographic observations and
interview data, Helene K. Lee highlights the “logics of transnationalism” that shape the relationships
between these return migrants and their employers, co-workers, friends, family, and the South Korean
state.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Teaching & Engagement/Research & Information Services
Dictee by Theresa Hak Kyung Cha
Dictee is the best-known work of the versatile and important Korean American
artist Theresa Hak Kyung Cha. A classic work of autobiography that transcends the self, Dictee is the
story of several women: the Korean revolutionary Yu Guan Soon, Joan of Arc, Demeter and
Persephone, Cha's mother Hyung Soon Huo (a Korean born in Manchuria to first-generation Korean
exiles), and Cha herself. The elements that unite these women are suffering and the transcendence of
suffering. The book is divided into nine parts structured around the Greek Muses. Cha deploys a variety
of texts, documents, images, and forms of address and inquiry to explore issues of dislocation and the
fragmentation of memory. The result is a work of power, complexity, and enduring beauty.
Suggested by Chris Saclolo, Special Collections & University Archives

Hawai’i's Story by Liliuokalani, Queen of Hawaii
Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen is a fascinating history of one of the United States of America’s
smallest but most unique states as it was going through significant change at the turn of the twentieth
century. Queen Liliuokalani was the last reigning monarch of the kingdom of Hawaii. She ascended the
throne in January of 1891, upon the death of her brother, King David Kalakaua. For years after her
overthrow, the Queen sought redress in the Congress and courts of the United States, but her efforts
failed. Her autobiographical history Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen is the only work by a Hawaiian
monarch and provides insight into her fight to regain her throne and life on Hawaii during the latenineteenth century.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Teaching & Engagement/Research & Information Services
I Hotel by Karen Tei Yamashita
Beginning in 1968, a motley cast of students, laborers, artists, revolutionaries, and provocateurs from
San Francisco's Chinatown make their way through the history of the day, becoming caught in a riptide
of politics and passion, clashing ideologies and personal turmoil that culminate in their effort to save the

International Hotel--epicenter of the Yellow Power Movement.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections
It’s Not Like It’s a Secret by Misa Sagiura
This charming and bittersweet coming-of-age story featuring two girls of color falling in love is part To
All the Boys I've Loved Before and part Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda. Winner of the Asian/Pacific
American Award for Young Adult Literature.
Suggested by Ven Basco, Research & Information Services
Saints and Misfits by S.K. Ali
Janna Yusuf knows a lot of people can’t figure out what to make of her…an Arab Indian-American hijabi
teenager who is a Flannery O’Connor obsessed book nerd, aspiring photographer, and sometime graphic
novelist is not exactly easy to put into a box. And Janna suddenly finds herself caring what people think.
Or at least what a certain boy named Jeremy thinks. Not that she would ever date him—Muslim girls
don’t date. Or they shouldn’t date. Or won’t? Janna is still working all this out. While her heart might be
leading her in one direction, her mind is spinning in others. She is trying to decide what kind of person
she wants to be, and what it means to be a saint, a misfit, or a monster. Except she knows a
monster…one who happens to be parading around as a saint…Will she be the one to call him out on it?
What will people in her tightknit Muslim community think of her then?
Suggested by Ven Basco, Research & Information Services
Sorry to Disrupt the Peace by Patty Yumi Cottrell
Helen Moran is thirty-two years old, single, childless, college-educated, and partially employed as a
guardian of troubled young people in New York. She's accepting a delivery from IKEA in her shared
studio apartment when her uncle calls to break the news: Helen's adoptive brother is dead. According to
the internet, there are six possible reasons why her brother might have killed himself. But Helen knows
better: she knows that six reasons is only shorthand for the abyss. Helen also knows that she alone is
qualified to launch a serious investigation into his death, so she purchases a one-way ticket to
Milwaukee. There, as she searches her childhood home and attempts to uncover why someone would
choose to die, she will face her estranged family, her brother's few friends, and the overzealous grief
counselor, Chad Lambo; she may also discover what it truly means to be alive.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections
Sour Heart by Jenny Zhang
Centered on a community of immigrants who have traded their endangered lives as artists in China and
Taiwan for the constant struggle of life at the poverty line in 1990s New York City, Zhang's exhilarating
collection examines the many ways that family and history can weigh us down and also lift us up. From
the young woman coming to terms with her grandmother's role in the Cultural Revolution to the
daughter struggling to understand where her family ends and she begins, to the girl discovering the
power of her body to inspire and destroy, these seven vibrant stories illuminate the complex and messy
inner lives of girls struggling to define themselves.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections

Stilwell and the American Experience in China, 1911-45 by Barbara Tuchman
In this Pulitzer Prize-winning biography, Barbara Tuchman explores American relations with China
through the experiences of one of our men on the ground. In the cantankerous but level-headed
''Vinegar Joe,'' Tuchman found a subject who allowed her to perform, in the words of the National
Review, ''one of the historian's most envied magic acts: conjoining a fine biography of a man with a
fascinating epic story.'' -- Joseph Stilwell was the military attaché to China in 1935 to 1939, commander
of United States forces, and allied chief of staff to Chiang Kai-shek in 1942-44. His story unfolds against
the background of China's history, from the revolution of 1911 to the turmoil of World War II, when
China's Nationalist government faced attack from Japanese invaders and Communist insurgents.
Suggested by Larry Cooperman, Research & Information Services
The Nian Monster by Andrea Wang
Tong tong! The legendary Nian monster has returned at Chinese New Year. With horns, scales, and wide,
wicked jaws, Nian is intent on devouring Shanghai, starting with Xingling! The old tricks to keep him
away don't work on Nian anymore, but Xingling is clever. Will her quick thinking be enough to save the
city from the Nian Monster?
Suggested by Ven Basco, Research & Information Services
The Sacred Willow: four generations in the life of a Vietnamese family by Mai Elliott
A finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, Duong Van Mai Elliott's The Sacred Willow illuminates recent Vietnamese
history by weaving together the stories of the lives of four generations of her family. Beginning with her
great-grandfather, who rose from rural poverty to become an influential landowner, and continuing to
the present, Mai Elliott traces her family's journey through an era of tumultuous change. She tells us of
childhood hours in her grandmother's silk shop, and of hiding while French troops torched her village,
watching while blossoms torn by fire from the trees flutter "like hundreds of butterflies" overhead. She
makes clear the agonizing choices that split Vietnamese families: her eldest sister left her staunchly anticommunist home to join the Viet Minh, and spent months sleeping in jungle camps with her infant son,
fearing air raids by day and tigers by night. And she follows several family members through the last,
desperate hours of the fall of Saigon-including one nephew who tried to escape by grabbing the skid of a
departing American helicopter. Based on family papers, dozens of interviews, and a wealth of other
research, this is not only a memorable family saga but a record of how the Vietnamese themselves have
experienced their times.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services
The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen
The story of a South Vietnamese captain -- a man brought up by an absent French father and a poor
Vietnamese mother, a man who went to university in America -- who returns to Vietnam to fight for the
Communist cause.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services
The Leavers: a novel by Lisa Ko
One morning, Deming Guo's mother, an undocumented Chinese immigrant named Polly, goes to her job
at the nail salon and never comes home. With his mother gone, eleven-year-old Deming is left with no
one to care for him. He is eventually adopted by two white college professors who move him from the

Bronx to a small town upstate. Set in New York and China, the Leavers is the story of how one boy
comes into his own when everything he's loved has been taken away--and how a mother learns to live
with the mistakes of her past.
Suggested by Peter Spyers-Duran, Cataloging
The Long Afterlife of Nikkei Wartime Incarceration by Karen M. Inouye
Reexamines the history of imprisonment of U.S. and Canadian citizens of Japanese descent during World
War II. Karen M. Inouye explores how historical events can linger in individual and collective memory
and then crystallize in powerful moments of political engagement. Drawing on interviews and untapped
archival materials - regarding politicians Norman Mineta and Warren Furutani, sociologist Tamotsu
Shibutani, and Canadian activist Mary Kitagawa, among others - Inouye considers the experiences of
former wartime prisoners and their ongoing involvement in large-scale educational and legislative
efforts. While many consider wartime incarceration an isolated historical moment, Inouye shows how
internment and the suspension of rights have continued to impact political discourse and public policies
in both the United States and Canada long after their supposed political and legal reversal. In particular,
she attends to how activist groups can use the persistence of memory to engage empathetically with
people across often profound cultural and political divides. This book addresses the mechanisms by
which injustice can transform both its victims and its perpetrators, detailing the dangers of suspending
rights during times of crisis as well as the opportunities for more empathetic agency.
Suggested by Peter Spyers-Duran, Cataloging
Years of Infamy: the untold story of America's concentration camps by Michi Nishiura Weglyn
In 1942, 110,000 West Coast residents, many of them United States citizens, were placed in
concentration camps for no reason other than that they were of Japanese origin. One of them, Michi
Weglyn, a teenager at the time, recounts their experience, drawing on Government documents and on
her own memories of one of the camps. An appalling story of neglect and even brutality.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Teaching & Engagement/Research & Information Services
Yellow: race in America beyond Black and white by Frank H. Wu
Writing in the tradition of W. E. B. Du Bois, Cornel West, and others who confronted the "color line" of
the twentieth century, journalist, scholar, and activist Frank H. Wu offers a unique perspective on how
changing ideas of racial identity will affect race relations in the twenty-first century. Wu examines
affirmative action, globalization, immigration, and other controversial contemporary issues through the
lens of the Asian-American experience. Mixing personal anecdotes, legal cases, and journalistic
reporting, Wu confronts damaging Asian-American stereotypes such as "the model minority" and "the
perpetual foreigner." By offering new ways of thinking about race in American society, Wu's work dares
us to make good on our great democratic experiment.
Suggested by Min Tong, Research & Information Services
Tumblr post: https://ucflibrary.tumblr.com/post/173480709316/may-is-asian-pacific-american-heritagemonth-as
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