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Abstract: Successful articulation programs in health related disciplines
should incorporate a willingness to comunicate and cooperate
inter-institutionally. A systemis described which illustrates a

comuni ty working together to provide opportunities for individuals

| ooking for career mobility. \Wile this report centers on the respiratory

1y, Stephen L¥tle, M.S., M.P.H.,R.R.T.,C.P.F.T. ,is » ... .. Professor .,

Cardi opul nonary and Health Sciences at the University of Central Florida;
Barbara V. Lytle, B.S., is a graduate student at the University of Central
Florida, Herman E. Core, MS,, RRT., CP.F.T. , is Interim Chairperson and
Assistant Professor of Cardiopul nonary Sciences at the University of Central
Florida; Lynn W Capraun, MS., RR'I'., is Director of Respiratory Therapy at
Valencia Community Col | ege; Steven Shideler, B.S., RRT., is Director of

Respiratory Therapy at Seminole Comunity College.
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therapy profession, the system and nethods used may be useful for others

to follow.

Articulation is defined by Wbster’'s New Wirld Dictionary (1966) as: “The

action or manner of interrelating;™ or in other terms, “a joint between two
separable parts” (p. 84). This definition, while often used in anatomc terms
to describe the coordinated noverment of joints, applies equally to the
opportunities given or available to students attenpting to acquire career

mobi lity. This process can provide new and varied opportunities for students
in all fields including health related professions. A lack of career

i mprovenent mechanisnms can result in a dead end for a promising career. The
respiratory therapy educational programs in Central Florida have had

consi derabl e success in providing such mechanisns.

Hi storical Perspective

Probl ens experienced by students in the articulation process are traced to
an attitude about ternminal degree programs. The origin of this attitude can
probably be traced to MIldred Montag who was partially responsible for
associ ate degree nursing prograns in comrunity colleges. These prograns were
originally intended to produce graduate nurses, and were considered as term nal
(cited in MIler, 1980).

Cont enporary Trends

John Naisbitt (1982), in Megatrends, Wites that learning is a lifetine
process. The process of education for the foreseeable future may last an
entire career, not atopping after the usual period of high school or college.
To prevent career stagnation, artificial barriers to further education need to

be removed to allow people to advance in their chosen endeavor. Articulation,
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or sone appropriate synonym should be incorporated as a “buzzword” into the
vocabul aries of educators and institutions to reinforce its need. The concept
of Hohenstein (1980), should be continually advanced, suggesting that junior
col | eges serve as colleges of the comunity and that senior institutions
function as nultiversities, not the university.

Today, articulation of programs rests with cooperation and
interrelationships that exist within professions and progranms. Success in
articulation also is related to the willingness of personnel in institutions
to actively recruit non-traditional students. The problens include providing
access to non-traditional |earners, developing flexible schedules, using
role models and identifying specific groups. These should be approached in a
dignified and creative manner for both student and institution. The follow ng
articulation problens have been identified by Robinson, Cones, and Gentsch
(1980), for health related students: (a) loss of credit due to institutional
policy, (b) certain upper division requirements (or specific numbers of upper
division credits), (c) problems in prerequisite courses (often due to poor
advi semrent and planning), (d) general msunderstandings, and (e) |ack of
pl anning and communi cation by various allied health institutions. Sinilarly,
solutions to these problens have been proposed: (a) devel opment of formal
articulation agreenents; (b) publication of nmaterials, such as brochures, that
outline articulation prograns; inprovenent in academ c advi senment;

(d) greater commitnent to articulation; (e) expansion of the credithby
exam nation processes; (f) use of interdisciplinary courses; and (g) open

di scussion of curriculum and degree requirements between articul ating

institutions.
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Devel opment  Strateqi es

According to Galin (cited in Galin, Russel, and Stewart, 1981), the
success of articulation depends upon full participation by faculty and
admini strators in devel oping programs. Equally inportant is a communication
network to keep involved persons informed about prerequisites and
requirenments. Wth time, |eaders in educational organizations my perceive the
transferring student as an integral part of the institution.

The respiratory therapy programs in Central Florida enconpass three
separate and distinct institutions: (a) a one year technician program at
Seninole Community College, (b) a two year therapist program at Valencia
Community College, (c) and a four year programin the Departnent of
Cardi opul nonary Sciences at the University of Central Florida. A system of
agreenents, devel oped by using formal and informal |ines of comunication,
provides an articulation network which works well. Students may start at any
level in the network and progress through the system as their acadenic and
prof essional devel opment pernmits. In this configuration, students may begin
their careers in respiratory therapy at the one year technician program and
progress through the two year therapist program and conplete the bachel ors
degree in respiratory therapy at the university. Students may progress to
graduate level in a variety of prograns offered at the university.

The process of articulation in Florida is represented in letters of
agreement and state law. An articulation agreenent between the Community
Col I eges and the State University System which is enforced by state |aw,
provides a system of common course numbering and a comon cal endar. The two
conmmuni ty colleges involved are linked together by close comunication ties and

letters of agreement. Valencia Community College will award college credit for
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courses conpleted at the one year vocational-technical level. Qualified
students may then progress to the university level if they desire, receiving
credit for conpleted courses. Gaduates may |ook towards the future know ng
that they will be able to respond to an ever changing world.

The inportance of effective conmunication with devel oping prograns such as
those described cannot be over enphasized. Communication should include every
I evel in each organization. Program directors should conmunicate with each
other anong institutions and with deans or vice presidents. Everyone should
have confidence in the system Advisory committees usually serve as adequate,
appropriate forums for sharing problens and successes and for planning the
future. In the experiences described in Central Florida, respiratory therapy
prograns at each level are linked to each other through advisory comittees
sharing comon menbers including individuals from each college (faculty and
adnini strators) and local industry.

Wien attenpting to develop articulation programs, conpetency and
performance criteria should be stressed. Renoval of barriers to facilitate
progression fromone level to the next should be the primry goal. The
advanced career level also can provide some incentive for additional
education. This is obvious in well designed systens. The programmatic goal is
to m;xim'ze use of all conpetencies or performance objectives as a foundation
to devel op upwardly nobile graduates.

Advantages to Articulation Programs

Wl | designed systens may have positive influences on enrollments.
Student may be more willing to enter a programif they know that articulation
is possible, a fact that should be advertised to the public. Industries may be

willing to nmake concrete conmitments knowing that educational institutions are
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working with their futures in mind. Alumi my have further goals to attain.

Col I eges and universities usually have a conmtment to community service.
Articulation programs promote community service by providing |inks between
students, other colleges, and industries. People with differing educational
goal s and philosophies may be convinced to participate in prograns if an
overal |l benefit to the community may be visualized. Industry representatives
serving as menbers of advisory committees seem hel pful in elimnating
artificial barriers.

There seenms to be little to lose and much to gain in |inking prograns
t oget her. Recognition by the comunity and industry, and a source of
nmotivated, experienced students are expected outcomes. Admnistration and
faculty in institutions at higher levels need not worry about decreasing
acadenmic quality since students seeking further education are generally nore
mature and serious about their studies. Articulation between programs also
provi des possibilities for sharing equipnent, conputers, audio-visual
materials, and even teaching staff.
The Process

From experience gained in Central Florida, the initial proposal for
articulation should begin at the program director’s |evel. In this case, all
lecture, laboratory and clinical courses in each curriculum were conpared.
Once a thorough review had been conpleted, a proposal was drafted and presented
to the next level of adnministration. Support from the adnministration is
critical as is docunented support from the advisory conmttees. Admnistrative
| eadership can provide needed guidance which should help establish details and
solve problens. Administrator at each |evel should communicate with

adnministrators on the same level at other institutions. The proposal may also
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need to be presented to institutional curriculum commttees. Support from
admnistrators , faculty, and industries at this level of presentation is
essential.  Wen final approval is gained, the job of coordinating the system
shoul d be addressed. This is relatively sinple but should involve the advisory
committees ,

Sumary

Students may be successfully articulated into advanced health related
prograns if leaders in the commnity’ s educational institutions wll work
together in a systematic fashion. Communication, understanding of perceptions
and values, and a willingness to take the first step are crucial to success.
The health care industry should be assertive in insisting on opportunities for
qualified health care professionals.

Career nobility should be hanpered only by obstacles or weaknesses within
individuals, and not by conditions built into systems of higher education. The
future will require society and its comerce to adjust to many changi ng
conditions relating to recruitment, training, and retention of personnel and
resour ces. Personnel from educational institutions and industries should work
together to provide the resources necessary to power the health care systems of
the future.
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