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Pride Month has arrived! 

While every day is a time to be proud of your identity and orientation, June is that extra special time 
for boldly celebrating with and for the LGBTQIA+ community (yes, there are more than lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender folx in the queer community). June was chosen to honor the Stonewall 
Riots which happened in 1969. Like other celebratory months, LGBT Pride Month started as a 
weeklong series of events and expanded into a full month of festivities. 

2021 is also the 5th anniversary of the Pulse nightclub shooting in Orlando where 49 members of 
our community were murdered on June 12, 2016. On the main floor of the John C. Hitt Library there 
will be display cases with items from the University Archives relating to Pulse memorials as well as 
a display wall honoring the lives lost. Both library memorials were created in partnership with UCF 
LGBTQ Services. UCF will also be hosting several events in June to help the community remember, 
grieve, and grow stronger. Full listing of events is available on the Pulse Remembrance event 
calendar. 

Additional Pulse memorial events will be hosted by the onePULSE Foundation. An memorial 
archival collection from the first anniversary of the shooting can be found as part of the Resilience: 
Remembering Pulse in the STARS Citizen Curator collection.

In honor of Pride Month, UCF Library faculty and staff suggested books from the UCF collection 
that represent a wide array of queer authors and characters. Keep reading below to see the full list 
including catalog links and don’t forget about the extensive physical display on the main floor of the 
John C. Hitt Library near the Research & Information Desk.

All Adults Here by Emma Straub
Emma Straub’s unique alchemy of wisdom, humor, and insight come together in a deeply satisfying 
story about adult siblings, aging parents, high school boyfriends, middle school mean girls, the lifelong 
effects of birth order, and all the other things that follow us into adulthood, whether we like them to or 
not.
Suggested by Rachel Mulvihill, Downtown Library

All the Young Men: a memoir of love, AIDS, and chosen family in the American South by Ruth 
Coker Burks & Kevin Carr O’Leary
A gripping and triumphant tale of human compassion, is the true story of Ruth Coker Burks, a young 
single mother in Hot Springs, Arkansas, who finds herself driven to the forefront of the AIDS crisis, and 
becoming a pivotal activist in America’s fight against AIDS.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Student Learning & Engagement/Research & Information Services

And the Band Played On: politics, people and the AIDS epidemic by Randy Shilts
An international bestseller, a nominee for the National Book Critics Circle Award, and made into a 
critically acclaimed movie, Shilts’ expose revealed why AIDS was allowed to spread unchecked during 
the early 80’s while the most trusted institutions ignored or denied the threat. One of the few true 
modern classics, it changed and framed how AIDS was discussed in the following years.
Suggested by Becky Hammond, Special Collections & University Archives
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Big Gay Adventures in Education: supporting LGBT+ visibility and inclusion in schools edited 
by Daniel Tomlinson-Gray
A collection of true stories by ‘out’ teachers, and students of ‘out’ teachers, all about their experiences 
in schools. The book aims to empower LGBT+ teachers to be the role models they needed when they 
were in school and help all teachers and school leaders to promote LGBT+ visibility and inclusion. Each 
story is accompanied by an editor’s note reflecting on the contributor’s experience and the practical 
implications for schools and teachers in supporting LGBT+ young people and ensuring they feel safe 
and included in their school communities.
Suggested by Terrie Sypolt, Research & Information Services

Call Me By Your Name by André Aciman
The sudden and powerful attraction between a teenage boy and a summer guest at his parents’ house 
on the Italian Riviera has a profound and lasting influence that will mark them both for a lifetime.
Suggested by Rebecca Hawk, Circulation

Fun Home: a family tragicomic by Alison Bechdel
Meet Alison’s father, a historic preservation expert and obsessive restorer of the family’s Victorian 
house, a third-generation funeral home director, a high school English teacher, an icily distant parent, 
and a closeted homosexual who, as it turns out, is involved with male students and a family babysitter. 
Through narrative that is alternately heartbreaking and fiercely funny, we are drawn into a daughter’s 
complex yearning for her father. And yet, apart from assigned stints dusting caskets at the family-owned 
‘fun home, ‘ as Alison and her brothers call it, the relationship achieves its most intimate expression 
through the shared code of books. When Alison comes out as homosexual herself in late adolescence, 
the denouement is swift, graphic, and redemptive.
Suggested by Michael Furlong, UCF Connect Libraries

Gender Queer: a memoir by Maia Kobabe; colors by Phoebe Kobabe
In 2014, Maia Kobabe, who uses e/em/eir pronouns, thought that a comic of reading statistics would be 
the last autobiographical comic e would ever write. At the time, it was the only thing e felt comfortable 
with strangers knowing about em. Maia’s intensely cathartic autobiography charts eir journey of self-
identity, which includes the mortification and confusion of adolescent crushes, grappling with how to 
come out to family and society, bonding with friends over erotic gay fanfiction, and facing the trauma 
and fundamental violation of pap smears. Started as a way to explain to eir family what it means to be 
nonbinary and asexual, this is more than a personal story: it is a useful and touching guide on gender 
identity--what it means and how to think about it--for advocates, friends, and humans everywhere.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Student Learning & Engagement/Research & Information Services

Heaven’s Coast: a memoir by Mark Doty
The harmonious partnership of two gay men is shattered when they learn that one has tested positive 
for the HIV virus.
Suggested by Claudia Davidson, Downtown Library
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Hurricane Child by Kheryn Callender
Born on Water Island in the Virgin Islands during a hurricane, which is considered bad luck, twelve-
year-old Caroline falls in love with another girl--and together they set out in a hurricane to find Caroline’s 
missing mother.
Suggested by Rebecca Hawk, Circulation

Last Night at the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo
Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can’t remember exactly when the question took root, but the answer was 
in full bloom the moment she and Kathleen Miller walked under the flashing neon sign of a lesbian bar 
called the Telegraph Club. America in 1954 is not a safe place for two girls to fall in love, especially not 
in Chinatown. Red-Scare paranoia threatens everyone, including Chinese Americans like Lily. With 
deportation looming over her father--despite his hard-won citizenship--Lily and Kath risk everything to 
let their love see the light of day.
Suggested by Claudia Davidson, Downtown Library

Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up with Me by Mariko Tamaki & Rosemary Valero-O’Connell
All Freddy Riley wants is for Laura Dean to stop breaking up with her. The day they got together was 
the best one of Freddy’s life, but nothing’s made sense since. Laura Dean is popular, funny, and SO 
CUTE ... but she can be really thoughtless, even mean. Their on-again, off-again relationship has 
Freddy’s head spinning - and Freddy’s friends can’t understand why she keeps going back. When 
Freddy consults the services of a local mystic, the mysterious Seek-Her, she isn’t thrilled with the advice 
she receives. But something’s got to give: Freddy’s heart is breaking in slow motion, and she may be 
about to lose her very best friend as well as her last shred of self-respect. Mariko Tamaki and Rosemary 
Valero-O’Connell bring to life a sweet and spirited tale of young love that asks us to consider what 
happens when we ditch the toxic relationships we crave to embrace the heathy ones we need.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections

LGBT Health: meeting the needs of gender and sexual minorities edited by K. Bryant Smalley, 
Jacob C. Warren, K. Nikki Barefoot
A first-of-its-kind, comprehensive view of mental, medical, and public health conditions within the LGBT 
community. This book examines the health outcomes and risk factors that gender and sexual minority 
groups face while simultaneously providing evidence-based clinical recommendations and resources 
for meeting their health needs. Drawing from leading scholars and practitioners of LGBT health, this 
holistic, centralized text synthesizes epidemiologic, medical, psychological, sociological, and public 
health research related to the origins of, current state of, and ways to improve LGBT health. 
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services

Lived Experience: reflections on LGBTQ life by Delphine Diallo 
A beautiful series of full-color portraits of LGBTQ people over the age of fifty, accompanied by 
interviews.
Suggested by Jacqui Johnson, Cataloging
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Love is for Losers by Wibke Bruggemann
When Phoebe’s mother ditches her to work as a doctor for an international human rights organization, 
she is stuck living with her mom’s best friend, Kate, and helping out at Kate’s thrift shop. There she 
meet Emma. Phoebe tries to shield her head and her heart from experiencing love-- after all, love is for 
losers, right?
Suggested by Pam Jaggernauth, Curriculum Materials Center

Man Into Woman: an authentic record of a change of sex edited by Niels Hoyer
This riveting account of the transformation of the Danish painter Einar Wegener into Lili Elbe is a 
remarkable journey from man to woman. Einar Wegener was a leading artist in late 1920’s Paris. 
One day his wife Grete asked him to dress as a woman to model for a portrait. It was a shattering 
event which began a struggle between his public male persona and emergent female self, Lili. Einar 
was forced into living a double life; enjoying a secret hedonist life as Lili, with Grete and a few trusted 
friends, whilst suffering in public as Einar, driven to despair and almost to suicide. Doctors, unable 
to understand his condition, dismissed him as hysterical. Lili eventually forced Einar to face the truth 
of his being - he was, in fact, a woman. This bizarre situation took an extraordinary turn when it was 
discovered that his body contained primitive female sex organs. There followed a series of dangerous 
experimental operations and a confrontation with the conventions of the age until Lili was eventually 
liberated from Einar - a freedom that carried the ultimate price. 
Suggested by Richard Harrison, Research & Information Services

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong
This is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his 
late twenties, the letter unearths a family’s history that began before he was born -- a history whose 
epicenter is rooted in Vietnam -- and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his mother has never 
known, all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At once a witness to the fraught yet undeniable 
love between a single mother and her son, it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, class, and 
masculinity.
Suggested by Rachel Mulvihill, Downtown Library

Queer Objects edited by Chris Brickell & Judith Collard
Queer lives give rise to a vast array of objects: the things we fill our houses with, the gifts we share 
with our friends, the commodities we consume at work and at play, the clothes and accessories we 
wear, various reminders of state power, as well as the analogue and digital technologies we use to 
communicate with one another. But what makes an object queer? 63 chapters consider this question 
in relation to lesbian, gay and transgender communities across time, cultures and space. In this unique 
international collaboration, well-known and newer writers traverse world history to write about items 
ranging from ancient Egyptian tomb paintings and Roman artefacts to political placards, snapshots, sex 
toys and the smartphone.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Student Learning & Engagement/Research & Information Services
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Real Life by Brandon Taylor
A novel of rare emotional power that excavates the social intricacies of a late-summer weekend -- and 
a lifetime of buried pain. Almost everything about Wallace, an introverted African-American transplant 
from Alabama, is at odds with the lakeside Midwestern university town where he is working toward a 
biochem degree. For reasons of self-preservation, Wallace has enforced a wary distance even within 
his own circle of friends -- some dating each other, some dating women, some feigning straightness. 
But a series of confrontations with colleagues, and an unexpected encounter with a young straight man, 
conspire to fracture his defenses, while revealing hidden currents of resentment and desire that threaten 
the equilibrium of their community.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections

Riley Can’t Stop Crying by Stephanie Boulay
While his sister tries everything to help, a young boy isn’t sure why he can’t stop crying in this 
transitional picture book.
Suggested by Pam Jaggernauth, Curriculum Materials Center

Supporting Success for LGBTQ+ Students: tools for inclusive campus practice by Cindy Ann 
Kilgo
This book aims to serve as a one-stop resource for faculty and staff in higher education settings who 
are seeking to enhance their campus climate and systems of support for LGBTQ+ student success. 
Included are theoretical frameworks and conceptual models that can be used in practice.
Suggested by Terrie Sypolt, Research & Information Services

The City and the Pillar: a novel by Gore Vidal
Jim, a handsome, all-American athlete, has always been shy around girls. But when he and his best 
friend, Bob, partake in “awful kid stuff,” the experience forms Jim’s ideal of spiritual completion. Defying 
his parents’ expectations, Jim strikes out on his own, hoping to find Bob and rekindle their amorous 
friendship. Along the way he struggles with what he feels is his unique bond with Bob and with his 
persistent attraction to other men. Upon finally encountering Bob years later, the force of his hopes for 
a life together leads to a devastating climax. The first novel of its kind to appear on the American literary 
landscape, this remains a forthright and uncompromising portrayal of sexual relationships between men.
Suggested by Richard Harrison, Research & Information Services

The Invisible Orientation: an introduction to asexuality by Julie Sondra Decker
Julie Sondra Decker outlines what asexuality is, counters misconceptions, provides resources, and 
puts asexual people’s experiences in context as they move through a sexualized world. It includes 
information for asexual people to help understand their orientation and what it means for their 
relationships, as well as tips and facts for those who want to understand their asexual friends and loved 
ones.
Suggested by Dawn Tripp, Research & Information Services
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The New Testament by Jericho Brown
The world of Jericho Brown’s second book, disease runs through the body, violence runs through the 
neighborhood, memories run through the mind, trauma runs through generations. Almost eerily quiet in 
even the bluntest of poems, Brown gives us the ache of a throat that has yet to say the hardest thing-
and the truth is coming on fast. 
Suggested by Claudia Davidson, Downtown Library

The Prophets by Robert Jones
With a lyricism reminiscent of Toni Morrison, Robert Jones, Jr., fiercely summons the voices of slaver 
and enslaved alike, from Isaiah and Samuel to the calculating slave master to the long line of women 
that surround them, women who have carried the soul of the plantation on their shoulders. As tensions 
build and the weight of centuries—of ancestors and future generations to come—culminates in a 
climactic reckoning, masterfully reveals the pain and suffering of inheritance, but is also shot through 
with hope, beauty, and truth, portraying the enormous, heroic power of love.
Suggested by Rachel Mulvihill, Downtown Library

The Ship We Built by Lexie Bean
A fifth-grader whose best friends walked away, whose mother is detached, and whose father does 
unspeakable things, copes with the help of friend Sofie and anonymous letters tied to balloons and 
released. Includes a list of resources related to abuse, gender, sexuality, and more.
Suggested by Pam Jaggernauth, Curriculum Materials Center

Tinderbox: the untold story of the Up Stairs Lounge fire and the rise of gay liberation by Robert 
W. Fieseler
Buried for decades, the Up Stairs Lounge tragedy has only recently emerged as a catalyzing event of 
the gay liberation movement. In revelatory detail, Robert W. Fieseler chronicles the tragic event that 
claimed the lives of thirty-one men and one woman on June 24, 1973, at a New Orleans bar, the largest 
mass murder of gays until 2016. Relying on unprecedented access to survivors and archives, Fieseler 
creates an indelible portrait of a closeted, blue- collar gay world that flourished before an arsonist 
ignited an inferno that destroyed an entire community. The aftermath was no less traumatic--families 
ashamed to claim loved ones, the Catholic Church refusing proper burial rights, the city impervious 
to the survivors’ needs--revealing a world of toxic prejudice that thrived well past Stonewall. Yet the 
impassioned activism that followed proved essential to the emergence of a fledgling gay movement. 
Fieseler restores honor to a forgotten generation of civil-rights martyrs.
Suggested by Andy Todd, UCF Connect Libraries

Transgender: a reference handbook by Aaron Devor and Ardel Haefele-Thomas
This book provides a crucial resource for readers who are investigating trans issues. It takes a diverse 
and historic approach, focusing on more than one idea or one experience of trans identity or trans 
history. The book takes contemporary as well as historic aspects into consideration. It looks at ancient 
indigenous cultures that honored third, fourth, and fifth gender identities as well as more contemporary 
ideas of what “transgender” means. Notably, it focuses not only on Western medical ideas of gender 
affirmation but on cultural diversity surrounding the topic. This book will primarily serve as a reference 
guide and jumping off point for further research for those seeking information about what it means to be 
transgender. 
Suggested by Richard Harrison, Research & Information Services
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Transnational LGBT Activism: working for sexual rights worldwide by Ryan R. Thoreson
Thoreson argues that the idea of LGBT human rights is not predetermined but instead is defined by 
international activists who establish what and who qualifies for protection. He shows how International 
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) formed and evolved, who is engaged in this 
work, how they conceptualize LGBT human rights, and how they have institutionalized their views at the 
United Nations and elsewhere. After a full year of in-depth research in New York City and Cape Town, 
South Africa, Thoreson is able to reconstruct IGLHRC’s early campaigns and highlight decisive shifts in 
the organization’s work from its founding to the present day.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services

Upright Women Wanted by Sarah Gailey
Esther is a stowaway. She’s hidden herself away in the Librarian’s book wagon in an attempt to escape 
the marriage her father has arranged for her--a marriage to the man who was previously engaged to 
her best friend. Her best friend who she was in love with. Her best friend who was just executed for 
possession of resistance propaganda. The future American Southwest is full of bandits, fascists, and 
queer librarian spies on horseback trying to do the right thing.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections

Walt Whitman’s Songs of Male Intimacy and Love: “Live oak, with moss” and “Calamus” edited 
by Betsy Erkkila
This volume includes Whitman’s handwritten manuscript version of the twelve “Live oak, with moss” 
poems along side with a print transcription of these poems on the opposite page, followed by a facsimile 
of the original version of the “Calamus” poems published in the 1860-61 edition of Leaves of grass, and 
a reprint of the final version of the “Calamus” poems in the 1881 edition of Leaves of grass.
Suggested by Rebecca Hawk, Circulation
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