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Much of the conversation in education centers around AI and the ethical concerns it raises, and those discussions are interesting and necessary. But we must remember that, just like ChatGPT’s response to each prompt, we are unique. Each of us communicates to and with students in a way that only we can. AI learns from each interaction, and so do we. Each lesson and each semester reveal our students’ capabilities and empower them to reach their goals.  Still, we cannot ignore the effects AI will have on our classes. Today, we want to talk about how using AI tools can empower us to expand our practice, helping students engage and stay excited about learning. As we look toward more AI in classrooms, we also need to do what we know works and use our humanity to be even more creative in what we do and how we do it.
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(Ali bio)B.A. in English from Grand Valley State UniversityM.A. in Linguistics from Florida International UniversityFlorida Master Teacher (2023)Improviser“If it’s fun for ME, they’ll have fun.”(Omar bio)B.A. in Humanities from Florida International UniversityM.F.A. in Writing from Spalding University2023 Squire Sanders Endowed Teaching Chair“Just show up.”JOKES: (Ali)Why did the college professor bring a ladder to class? A. Because he wanted to take his students to the next level!2. What's a college professor's favorite type of math? A. Subtraction, because they love reducing the number of exams!3. Why did the college professor go to therapy?  Because he had too many issues with his students!4. How many college professors does it take to change a light bulb? Only one, but it takes an entire committee to approve the syllabus change.5. Why did the college professor always carry a pencil behind his ear? In case he needed to draw a conclusion!



Session Goals:
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GOALS SLIDETRANSITION: (Ali)As we can see from some of those less-than-stellar jokes, Chat GPT is no substitute for human creativity. If you study comedy, you’ll realize that good jokes are pretty formulaic, right? Chat GPT knows the formula, but those jokes were bad. Good jokes need both creativity and humanity to play with that formula, turn it into something interesting or new, and make a crowd laugh. Teaching, too, can sometimes seem formulaic, but when we lean into what we can do better than AI—when we lean into our creativity, we empower our teaching and ourselves. 



• AI can create but is not creative; 
creativity is a distinctly human trait—
and we can all tap into it.

• AI can be a tool to help us do the 
creative work of engaging our 
students in innovative ways.

THESIS: 
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THESIS: (Omar)AI can create but is not creative; creativity is a distinctly human trait—and we can all tap into it.AI can be a tool to help us do the creative work of engaging our students in innovative ways. 



How do you practice your creativity?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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TRANSITION: (Ali)The ideas we talk about today can be adapted to different modalities and subjects with just a little bit of creative thinking. Creative thinking fosters innovation and forces us to be present with the students. But creativity is a practice, an exercise. How do you practice your creativity? (SLIDO)Some people think they’re not creative but I would argue that human beings all have inherent creativity. Maybe it’s not writing or acting, but you love to cook. Or solve puzzles. Or make TikToks. All of that requires creative, innovative thinking and problem-solving. Let’s put on our creativity hats for the rest of this session. 



Discussion: 

What are some possible 
negative impacts of AI in the 
classroom?

How might AI affect the 
learning experience for 
students?

What ethical dilemmas does 
AI usage in the classroom 
bring up for you?

AI and Ethics
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DISCUSSION: (Omar) What are some possible negative impacts of AI in the classroom?How might AI affect the learning experience for students?What ethical dilemmas does AI usage in the classroom bring up for you?



The Big Question: 

• How can we 
collaboratively address 
the concerns regarding AI 
use in the classroom and 
work towards 
implementing solutions?
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THE BIG QUESTION: (Omar)How can we collaboratively address the concerns regarding AI use in the classroom and work towards implementing solutions?



-Embrace the new 
ideas that work for us

-Keep doing what 
works but think of 
ways to keep it fresh

-Embrace the 
resources we have in 
each other
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TRANSITION: (Ali)We believe the way forward is to embrace the new ideas that work for us, to keep doing what works but keep it fresh, and make sure we embrace the resources we have in each other!If AI freaks you out, don’t use it, but I would encourage you to play around with what it can do. If there’s a lesson, project, or activity that just doesn’t work yet, consider some of the tools we talk about today to help it take shape. If there’s a lesson or activity you love, keep doing it! But, if you want to integrate STEM concepts into your Composition course, or writing into your math class, or try something different, there are so many wonderful resources right in this room to help you do that! CONCLUSIONS: (Omar)-Embrace the new ideas that work for us-Keep doing what works but think of ways to keep it fresh-Embrace the resources we have in each other



Clarify Directions Create Rubrics Create Discussion or 
Debate Questions 
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CLARIFYING DIRECTIONS: (Ali)Students don’t read directions so by working to intentionally make them clear and concise, maybe we’ll have a better chance of students reading them. Consider using Chat GPT, Claude, Bard, or another tool to create more concise directions. WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM: (Omar) How many of us grade with rubrics? Why are they useful? Grading writing doesn’t have to be time-consuming! Consider yes/no rubrics based on your criteria and/or adapt a rubric from one of your peers who teaches writing. The more they write, the better their writing will be. But we both know that creating a writing rubric for, say, a science class seems stressful. However, with AI tools, we can ensure students write across the curriculum by creating rubrics for simple writing tasks. They don’t have to be long, but they should exist. You can also create a rubric for a discussion or a specific class activity; implement, observe, take notes, and your grading is done!You don’t have to “grade grammar” if you’re not a grammarian! A simple statement like, “The writing was easy to understand” or “Grammar does not distract from readability” are perfectly fine. DISCUSSIONS/DEBATES: (Ali) Discussion is a quick way to assess students’ understanding of an idea, allowing us to adjust, move forward, or review if necessary. If you want to grade it, great. If not, you have valuable feedback on how the lesson, section, or unit is going. EduAide and other AI tools can help you craft discussion questions quickly. 



EduAide
Escape Rooms

Gamification

Four Corners

Project Based Learning

Quizzes/Reviews
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Four Corners: (Ali)Describe the basics of the activity.Ask: How could this be adapted to your subject area?Suggestion: Can be adapted to how students feel about a particular concept i.e. “I understand how to use the Pythagorean theorem to solve an equation.” Then group students to work together or review before a test—one from each “corner.”Escape Rooms/Scavenger Hunts/Gamification:  (Ali)Both digital and physical escape rooms with tons of templates onlineCourse orientation/syllabus reviewScavenger Hunt for on-campus resources (tutoring, Advisement, Navigate, etc.)Review concepts like literary genres, the writing process, etc.Create cross words, word searches and puzzles for the escape roomsReview Games like Jeopardy or the garbage can review gameQuizzes/Kahoot Quizzes/Reviews/Study Guide Questions: (Omar)PlaypositAsk for an answer key!Some questions are repeated using different words; ask for more than you need. You will also likely have to edit. Make sure they’re in your voice or emphasize the keywords or vocabulary you want. Project Based Learning: (Ali)I was able to successfully plan and implement Project Based learning using EduAide and CoPilot together
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OLD SCHOOL TECHNIQUES TO TRY:Write on the windows! (Ali)Location, Location, Location. (Omar)Different Zoom backgrounds or class themes. (Ali)Emoji check-ins (Ali)Correcting/Grading Previous Student’s Work (Omar)Finn Shark, Britney Spears, pick a fun fake name you like. Pretend Pythagoras was your student! Easter Eggs for yourself“Intentional Errors” on EduAide and/or Chat GPTRequire video or audio responses. (Omar)Exit Tickets (Omar)Feedback Forms (Omar)KWL/Stop, Start, Continue Talk to each other. Your greatest resources are in this room! (Ali)Does anyone have anything else to add? What’s your favorite “old school” activity or technique? 



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

Audience Q&A Session

ⓘ Start presenting to display the audience questions on this slide.



Contact Info:
Alicia: agarci31@mdc.edu  

Omar: ofiguera@mdc.edu
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