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From megalomaniac leaders to mass suicides, the word cult is an overwhelmingly negative one in popular
culture. This series digs deeper by considering what draws people to such groups, how charisma is
constructed, and how boundaries between religions and cults are delineated. Each movie will be followed
by a facilitated discussion by a religion and cultural studies faculty member.

Jonestown:
the Life and Death of the Peoples Temple
Tuesday, September 24, 3:00pm - 5:00pm
John C. Hitt Library 223

Featuring never-before-seen footage, this documentary delivers a startling new look at the Peoples
Temple, headed by preacher Jim Jones who, in 1978, led more than 900 members to Guyana,
where he orchestrated a mass suicide via tainted punch.
Facilitated by Dr. Christy Flanagan-Feddon

The Trials of Muhammad Ali
Tuesday, October 22, 3:00pm - 5:00pm
John C. Hitt Library 223

The Trials of Muhammad Ali investigates its extraordinary and often complex subject’s life outside
the boxing ring. From joining the controversial Nation of Islam and changing his name from Cassius
Clay to Muhammad Ali, to his refusal to serve in the Vietnam War in the name of protesting racial
inequality, to his global humanitarian work, Muhammad Ali remains an inspiring and controversial
figure.
Facilitated by Dr. Michael Mohammed Knight

Kumare

Tuesday, November 12, 3:00pm - 5:00pm
John C. Hitt Library 223
A documentary about a man who impersonates a wise Indian Guru and builds a following in
Arizona. At the height of his popularity, the Guru Kumaré must reveal his true identity to his
disciples and unveil his greatest teaching of all.
Facilitated by Dr. Ann Gleig
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