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UCF coping with the unthinkable

U

CF and the rest of the world continue to react and
respond to the terrorist attacks in the U.S. on Sept.
11 and to gear up, emotionally and otherwise, for
a long international war against terrorism.
After the attacks, memorials, vigils, counseling sessions,
and opportunities to give blood and other support became
part of UCF' s agenda.
Meetings and events were canceled or rescheduled. The
Golden Knights opening home football game was moved
to Nov. 24, making the Oct. 6 game the home opener. The
university, on orders from Chancellor Carl Blackwell, shutdown from noon Sept. 11 until 7 a.m. the following day.
Gov. Jeb Bush directed Florida to get back to work. That,
he said, was the best way to thwart the terrorists.

As Americans cope with grief, shock, anger, loss and
fears, some have sought to make sense out of senselessness and to revitalize patriotism and compassion in the
face of unspeakable cruelty.
On the other hand, across the U.S. some have unjustly
lashed out against other citizens, resident aliens or visitors who appear to be of Middle Eastern origin. However,
at a Sept. 19 forum, campus police reported no related
assaults. A Muslim alumna, who escorted six high school
students, in traditional Islamic dress, to the session, told
the group that they had been received with kindness on
campus.
"We should remember that a core value of universities

Benefits
enrollment
open

ees who currently are enrolled in a benefit plan.
In this packet is a personal identification number
[PIN] for active employees,
which may be used to enroll via the DSGI website.
Employees not currently
enrolled in a plan will not
be assigned a PIN and cannot enroll via the Internet.
Using Microsoft Internet
Explorer, employees with
PINs can view the Open Enrollment Overview section
at www.dsgi.statefl.us.
There details are available
to help employees make informed decisions about
benefits. Benefit plans can
be canceled or changed and
enrollment can be completed on the website.
As of Jan. 1, health insurance premiums for individual coverage increase
from $32.30 per month to
$37.14. Family coverage increases from $116.20 to
$133.62.
-Susan Loden

Open enrollment for UCF
employee benefits runs
through Oct. 12. The annual
Benefits Fair will be Oct. 5

from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. in the
Student Resource Center
Auditorium.
Only during open enrollment can changes or additions be made to various insurance and other benefits.
The Division of State Group
Insurance [DSGI] has
mailed related information
packets to all state employ-

Yahoo!: UCF still wired
UCF is heavily "wired"
and the world knows it,
once again. The university
is ranked 57 out of 1,300
U.S. universities and colleges evaluated for the fifth
year by Yahoo! Internet Life
magazine.
"UCF is, indeed number
57, right ahead of
Harvard," says Vice Provost Joel Hartman, of Information Technologies and
Resources. The ranking is
featured in this months issue of the magazine.

UCF ranks ahead of the
University of Florida,
which is 61, but was surpassed by Florida State at
17. Hartman points out
that UCF is the only
Florida institution to rank
as one of America's 100
most wired colleges four
years in a row.
Lagging behind UCF in
2001 are: Duke, 63; Northwestern, 64; University of
Texas-Austin, 68; Yale, 69;
Tulane, 72; Cornell, 77; and
Michigan State, 84.
-Susan Loden

See

Coping, page 4

Brevard
prof offers
advice
As Americans come to
grips with the events of
September 11, several UCF
faculty experts have been
called upon to offer advice
and analysis.
As difficult as it is for
adults to navigate the flood
of conflicting feelings we
are experiencing, it is even
more frightening, confusing and threatening for children.
Colleen Klein, a professor
in UCF-Brevard's College
of Education has suggested
some tips as a resource for
both parents and teachers.
Typically, she says, children look at adults as role
models and they are apt to
reflect what they see in
grownups; fear, strength,
anger, faith, frustration,
See

Advice, page 4

Thirteen top
$1 million
UCF's research Millionaires' Club
for fiscal year 2000-01 is led by James
Taylor, civil and environmental engineering professor, with $3 million for
projects related to water analysis and
treatment.
Twelve other faculty members were
also awarded at least $1 million in research funding for the year. The list
includes Judith Johnson and Donna
Leinsing, garnering for the College of
Education its largest award ever and
one of UCF' s largest: $2.5 million for
a Florida Department of Education
program to improve math and science
education for kindergarten-eighth
grade students.
A third member of the Millionaires'
Club, Donna Baumbach, received $1
million for continued development of
SUNLINK, a state project to create a
uniform library database for kindergarten-high school.

Vimalkumar Desai, mechanical,
materials and aerospace engineering
professor and director for the Advanced Materials Processing and
Analysis Center, received $2 million
for equipment and a clean room.
George Stegeman of the School of
Optics/CREOL rounded out the top
five funded researches with more than
$1 million from the U.S. Army Research Office to investigate and implement solitons, light-based energy
sources for gateless computing systems.
Other researchers in the 2000-01
Millionaires' Club are: Ahmed
Radwan, Engineering/Center for Advanced Transportation Systems Simulation; Philip Fairey, Subrato Chandra
and N.A. Moyer, all of the Florida
Solar Energy Center; Carrie
Whitcomb, National Center for Forensic Science; Gour-Tsyh Yeh, Civil and
Environmental Engineering; and
Tammie McClellan, Institution for
Simulation and Training.
-Susan Loden

NEWCOMERS
Kristy Merrill, senior fiscal assistant, Arena; Patricia Lafferty, professor, College of
Health and Public Affairs; Rick Falco, coordinator for Student Affairs; Antonio Brett,
adjunct professor for Department of Music; Catherine Graziose, administration/registration officer, Graduate Studies; Julie Erlandson, coordinator for Academic Affairs; Anthony Grajeda, assistant professor, Cultural Studies; Laura Robbins, professor, Education; Scott Harp, professor, Physical Therapy; Aysar Sussan, visiting
professor, Management; Wayne Rockmore, visiting professor, Management; Nizam
Uddin, assistant professor, Statistics; Eric Petersen, assistant professor, Mechanical, Materials, and Aerospace Engineering; John Malala, assistant professor, Communications; Charlotte Harvey, director of clinical education, Communicative Disorders; Hesham Mahgoub, associate professor, Civil Engineering; Bobby Jeanpierre,
assistant professor, Teaching and Learning Principles; David Kaup, provost distinguished research professor, Math and Physics; Luke Hopper, assistant technical
director, Theatre; Anthony Thompson, chief operating officer, Foundation; XiaoGang Su, assistant professor, Department of Statistics; Richard Lapchick, director,
Business Management; Rachel Scholan, office manager, Project Central; William
Fisher, eminent scholar chair, Rosen School of Hospitality Management; Hesham
Mahgoub, associate professor, Civil Engineering; Bobby Jeanpierre, assistant professor, Teaching and Learning Principles; Fang Xu, assistant professor, Mechanical,
Materials and Aerospace Engineering, Robert Boyle, area coordinator, Residence
Life; Marilynn Paro, assistant university registrar, University Registrar; Jason Jones,
area coordinator, Residence Life; Michael Zowe, program assistant, Statistics; Nancy
Knobbs, administrative assistant, Industrial Engineering; Rudy McDaniel, computer
research specialist, English Department; Dana Tesone, assistant professor, Hospitality Management; Carmo D'Cruz, visiting assistant professor, Industrial engineering; Andrew Daire, assistant professor, Child, Family and Community Services;
Dorina Fox, composition lecturer; Dan Marinescu, provost's research professor.
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Access notice
suggested
Each semester about 500 students
and unknown number of visitors, faculty and staff with disabilities come
to UCF. Ensuring access "affects every portion of the university," says
Janet Balanoff, director for Equal Opportunities and Affirmative Action.
In keeping with UCF's goal of being inclusive and diverse and to help
accommodate those with mental and
physical disabilities, Balanoff urges
that any notification of a UCF event,
on or off campus, should include the
following: "The University of Central
Florida provides reasonable accommodation upon request. Advance notice at time of enrollment or decision
to attend is encouraged, in order to
best meet the needs of attendees ..
Please call [name of sponsoring department, telephone number] or email [department contact]."
Student Disability Services is working to eliminate technological obstacles. That should bring the deaf and
blind access on computers, says Philip
Kalfin, director for Student Disability
Services. Improvements are also visible in the design of new buildings.
All have access through the same entrances, eliminating the need for separate handicapped entrances.
-Tristan DeVries

UCF Report
The UCF Report is a publication of the
Office of News and Information, Division of University Relations, University of
Central Florida, P.O. Box 160090, Orlando, FL 32816-0090, 407-823-2502.
Publication of announcements and
official memoranda about university
policy and procedures in the UCF Report constitutes official notice to faculty and staff. For information or to submit news, call 407-823-2502.
Jerry Klein , managing editor
Kelly Petrik , editor
Susan Loden, writer
Tristan DeV ries, editorial assistant/writer
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Homecoming
to bring it home
UCF will have a high profile Homecoming week, Oct. 15 - 20, with daily
university-related reports broadcast
on "Good Day Orlando" on FOX 35
TV.
The celebration begins with the traditional Movie Knight, a free feature
shown at the Reflecting Pond Oct. 15.
The following evening is the Black
and Gold Gala at Hard Rock Live.

Oct. 18, the Homecoming Golf Tournament is scheduled to begin at 11
a.m. at ChampionsGate. The Spirit
Splash pep rally in and around the Reflecting Pond is scheduled Friday,
which is Black and Gold Day. The
UCF community is asked to sport
school colors in anticipation of the
Homecoming football game in the
Citrus Bowl the following day, Oct. 20.
Friday will see class of '76 and '91
reunions, a Respiratory Therapist Reunion and the President Leadership
Council Reunion. The day will end
with the Homecoming Hullabaloo.

KUDOS
Moshe Pelli, Judaic Studies, has published his second book this year in lsrae I, "Dor Hame'asfim Beshahar
Hahaskalah (The Me'asfim Generation
at the Dawn of Haskalah: The Literary
Contribution of the Writers of Hame'asef,
the First Hebrew Periodical, 1783-1811."

can Society of Composers, Authors and
Publishers. The cash awards are
granted by an independent panel of
scholars, and based on the "unique
prestige value of each writer's catalog
of original compositions as well as recent performances of those works."

Jie Shen, Mathematics, gave an invited
lecture, "Stable and Efficient Spectral
Methods for Solving PDE's on Unbounded Domains" at the International
Workshop on Numerical Linear Algebra,
Numerical Methods for PDEs and Optimization, held in Curitiba, Brazil, in August.

Linda Hennig, nursing, has been selected to receive the Nurse Educator
Award by the Florida Nurses Association. The award was presented at the
FNA convention in Tampa on Sept. 20.

Ransford Pyle and Carol Bast, Criminal Justice and Legal Studies, recently
published the book "Bush v/Gore: Understanding the American Legal System."
David Brunner ~nd Stella Sung, music, have been chosen as ASCAPLU$
Standard Award recipients by the Ameri-

The UCF School of Nursing's Community Nursing Centers are the recipient of the Florida Nurses Association
2001 Community Action Award. The
award will be presented at the state convention in September.
Richard Turkiewicz, director, Public
Safety and Police, was elected to serve
as the Southeast regional Director of
the International Associate of Campus
Law Enforcement Administrators.

· Ballot to Spotlight Employee of the Month
•
•
•
•
:
•
•
:

I nominate: (name} _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(eampus address) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
to be UCF Employee of the Month. (Nominee must have been a USPS employee at least •
two years.) Any employee, including faculty and A&P, may nominate a candidate on the •
basis of job performance, dependability, attitude, etc. A name submitted remains in the pool •
of eligible candidates for one year.
Signed:(name) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Print:(name) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(campus address, phone) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __
Return to: Human Resources, University Tech Center, 12565 Research Parkway, Suite 360, Research Park, EOM.
USPS Council Web: http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/ -uspsstaf/

(Mark Envelope "confidential.")

........................................................
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On Saturday, UCF will "Bring It"
against Louisiana-Monroe, with a 4
p .m . kick-off. Leading up to the game
is a free open house at UCF Downtown from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. offering
refreshments in advance of the Homecoming Parade through downtown
Orlando, beginning at 11 a.m. After
the parade, fans will gather at Tinker
Field at 1 p.m. for KnightFest Fan Fair,
with entertainment and food available before the game.
For football game tickets call 407UCF-GOLD. For information on other
events or to purchase tickets to paid
events, contact the Alumni Association at 407-UCF-ALUM or 1-800-3302586. Events requiring ticket purchase
include: Black and Gold Gala, golf
tournament, class reunion weekend,
the respiratory therapist reunion and
the hullabaloo, for some participants.
-Susan Loden

NASA honors
four researchers
A patent has been awarded for a
technology developed by UCF researchers that improves treatment of
groundwater contaminated with chlorinated solvents. The patent is owned
jointly by NASA and four researchers:
Manoj Chopra, Jacqueline Quinn,
Christian Clausen and Debra
Reinhart, all UCF faculty researchers.
The method involves installing a
reactive material in the ground, 40 to
70 feet deep, to clean the contaminated water as it flows past the pellets. The method also limits the
amount of topsoil that has to be removed, a major problem with older
techniques.
The new system successfully
cleaned contaminated water at
Kennedy Space Center during several
years of testing.
In August, NASA presented the
four researchers with a gold Quality
Dollar Award for Continual Improvement in recognition of the ongoing
development of the technology.

Page 3

Coping trom page 1
is that we respect the individual," said President John
Hitt in a Sept. 16 campus
observance of a National
Day of Prayer and Remembrance. "We take people
one-by-one, judging them
by their words and deeds,
not their appearance,
ethnicity, national origin or
group membership ... As
members of a select, privileged academic community
we have a special obligation
to resist these tendencies
and to be voices of reason
and considered judgment."
Two days later, a small
group of Christians, Muslims and Jews gathered outside the Student Union to
discuss the impact of the
week's events and to learn
more about each other.
·" There were no Christians,
no Jews, no Muslims, no
Caucasians, no blacks, no
Hispanics
in
the
wreckage ...Just Americans.
We all bleed alike," said
Ken Hanson, adjunct professor of Judaic studies.
Computer science student Sohaib Kahn, who lost

a cousin in the World Trade
Center attack, told the
group: "The people who
did this may say they are
Muslim, but their is no way
to justify their actions under Islamic law."
Immediately after the
Sept. 11 destruction, as the
campus
community
huddled around televisions or across campus
spoke in hushed tones to
companions or into cell
phones, Roger Handberg,
chair for political science at
UCF, called the attacks a
massacre. He shared some
insights which have
proven pretty accurate:
"We were caught offguard, with planes crashing into buildings [as]
bombs. Sending airliners
with all of those people on
them into buildings is another level of madness."
"Nobody could bring
those lives back. Too many
people died. That is something," said UCF Fulbright
Scholar Irina Morozova,
who arrived from Russia
just two weeks earlier. "As
I am from Russia, I know

CLASSIFIED
For Sale

For Rent -

Trampoline: 14' Jump King. 18
months old, excellent condition.
Asking $100. Call Pat at 407-3657518.

House:Georgetowne,
Tuscawilla. 7.5 miles from UCF,
3bed/2bath, covered porch, 2car garage, fenced yard, water
refiner, washer, dryer, refrigerator, furniture, quiet lot, community pool & club house, exclusive
community. Available Oct. 1,
2001. $1400/mo. Contact Richard at 407-977-5244.

House: Tuscawilla, 3bed/2.5bath,
prime greenbelt, custom built, best
schools, 1,926 sq.ft. , $195, 000.
407-366-1944.
Tables and microwave: Wrought
iron/glass top coffee table (36" x 36")
and wrought iron/glass top end table
(26" x 26"), $100 for the two of them.
Pictures available, excellent condition. Microwave oven, $25. Call Susan at 407-823-6804.
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Winter Springs Villa: Wildwood ·
Subdivision , 2 bed, 2 bath, 2 car
garage, screen porch, tile, fireplace, all appliances including
washer and dryer, Seminole
schools, $1, 150/mo. Available
Nov. 15. 407-695-5178

what kind of damage terrorism can bring to people. I
am very upset," she said,
within an hour after the
twin trade towers crumbled.
"My God, I can't believe
this. I don't know what to
say. It's just shocking. You
feel like it's your family
that's been attacked," said
graduate student Stephen
Andraski. "Military action
is definitely called for and it
has to be swift and fast and
heavy-handed." Andraski
was surprised by the simultaneous attacks, but "knew
something like this was going to happen eventually."
An ROTC leader on campus, who declined to speak
officially, spoke personally
and said, "I'm outraged as
any American would be. I
feel sorry for all who died.
This is a sad day. A tragic
day." He, with tears welling
in his eyes, expressed concern over the additional, innocent lives that will be lost
through retaliation.
Freshman Mike Meyers
was shocked. "I don't know
what to think. It's all strange
and new to me .. .It's kind of
sad. I'm definitely concerned, if anything happens,
maybe we will go back to
the draft. In crisis, we have
always held the line. I think
we will handle this pretty
well, no matter what."
-Susan Loden

Advice
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compassion. She offered
some tips to adults to help
children deal with their
feelings and to model positive ways to cope.
• For example, limit TV.
"Speculation and commentary fuel fears," she says.
"Even very young children
absorb the negative emotions from a repetitive barrage of dreadful details."
Adults should be honest
about their own emotions;
but balance them with reassurances. "Yes, this is
very frightening; but all the
fire fighters and police officers are working hard to
protect us." • Listen to your
child's questions. Even if
the event happened hundreds of miles away, your
child's fears deserve a respectful hearing and a sincere answer. • Anticipate
unspoken concerns and address them reassuringly.
• Maintain the usual family
routine. Being able to count
on certain things like mealtime, bedtime, or regular
time for worship can help
to soften the impact of the
inevitable uncertainties of
life. •Use family time to
emphasize to your children
that they are not alone. Extra bedtime stories or extra
time for talk around the
dinner table are reassuring.
-Carolyn Burns

Student forum
President John Hitt, Provost Gary Whitehouse,
Vice President Bill Merck, and Vice President
Tom Huddleston will host an open forum for
students on Mon., Oct. 8, 2001, from 12:30 1:30 p.m. in the Key West Room 218CD of the
Student Union. All students are invited to discuss their -ideas, concerns, and experiences.
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