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Ex-attorney general recalls how 
he helped make 25th Amendment 
by Sandra Pedicini 
CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE 

A former attorney general told 
students March 6 how he helped to , 
institute the 25th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. 
· The amendment decides how and 
when power shall be handed over to 
others if the president becomes ill or 
disabled. 

The amendment is a result of a 
heart attack Eisenhower had while in 
office, said Herbert Brownell, attorney 
general during the Eisenhower ad-:
ministration. 

Brownell had been on vacation in 
Spain at the time and had to rush 
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home. He then organized a team to 
research the process of what happens -
if the president becomes too ill to 
serve. 

There was a great deal of 
uncertainty over issues such as who 
decided when the president was too ill 
to serve and how long the vice 
president would serve as president. 

'The scholars had fought over these 
questions for a longtime, and they didn't 
know the answers," Brownell said 

So leaders in Washington, D.C., 
discussed the issue and after 
Eisenhower recovered, he instructed 
Brownell to develop an amendment to 
the Constitution dealing with what 
should be done if a similar problem 

_should 
.a r i s e 
again. 

"He was 
well aware 
of the 
dangers of 
indecision:' 
he said. 

Brownell 
listed some 
similar 
problems 
in U.S. 
history. 

He be
gan with 
James 
Madison's_ 
suffering 
from a 
serious 
case of 
fever. 

H e 
continued 

with Grover Cleveland's secret 
operation for a cancerous growth on 
the roof of his mouth; Woodrow 
Wilson's stroke, which left him 
partially paralyzed, during which 
time 28 acts of Congress became law 
without presidential action; and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's hypertensive 
heart disease. 

The seriousness of a president 
mentally or physically unable to serve 
competently was compounded by the 

- adventoftheatomicage,Brownellsaid 
Constitutional scholars were 

consulted. The scholars agreed that 
the vice president should carry out 
presidential duties only for the 
duration of the disability and that 
the decision to relieve· the pre.sident 
of his duties should be made by the 
executive branch of government. 

Plans for amendments were 
discussed and rejected. A stop-gap 
plan was drawn up and carried on 
through Lyndon B. Johnson's terms. 

"But the Med for a constitutional 
amendment remained ... ," he said. 
''The tragedy of President [John F.] 
Kennedy's assassination was the 
spark that ignited the debate." 

A plan was then passed 
authorizing Congress to approve the 
vice president to serve as president. 

This was ratified· and became the 
25th amendment. 

Brownell discussed two proposals 
for amendments he feels are 
important. 

One limits presidents to one six
year term so presidents would pay 
more attention to doing what is good 
for the country instead of what will 
get them re-elected. The other deals 
with a line-item veto. 
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SAW TIME 
Chuck Ponton of Housing cuts a board to repair a 
wall in the Commons laundry room. 

FESTIVAL 
FROM PAGE3 

Many entertainers danced and sang dressed in 
·native costumes of Africa, China, Italy, Japan, the 
Philippines, Vietnam and others. 

DiPierro said the· festival had to be during 
spring break because that was the only time he 
could reserve buildings for it. · 

''The purpose of this festival and competition is 
to attract to our campus elementary through college 
level students who come to exhibit their foreign 
language skills ... 

'"Many Cultures, One World' is not merely the 
theme. of our festival - it is its very spirit," 
DiPierro said. He would like to thank everyone 
who helped organize and film the festival. 

THE PLACE TO BE IS ••• 

Tuesday March 19 Miss UCF Pagent 
SCA8pm 

Wednesday March 20 Student Musid 
Student Art Show 
Student Center Green 
11AM-2PM 
BMOC SCA8pm 

Thursday March 21 Student Films 
SAC 7pm 

Friday March 22 Spectacular Knights 
SCA8 m 

March 21 
Thursday 
7:00pm 

Student Films 

. March 24 
Sunday 

Ghostbusters 

All movies are shown 
at 6:30 & 9:00 pm in 
the Wild Pizza unless 

otherwise noted. · 
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The 
Flip 

Side of. 
--.... ...... Reality 

... 
An adventure _on the burning sands of sin 
An invasion update from our correspond~nt 
on the beaches and streets of .Daytona Beach 

by Nick Conte 

Assignment: Infiltrate and report 
on the battle conditions of the penin
sula territory Daytona Beach. · 

Invasion forces: 400,000+ rebel 
forces from Michigan, Maine, the 
Carolinas, Georgia and Ohio have 
joined local Florida forces to reek havoc 
on this beach oasis. 

Weapons: The invaders are drink
ing gallons of a strange barley and 
hops concoction called brew. It gives 

Jim Ferguson Jim Ferguson 

Typical spring t:reak photo memory: ''Who are these poople? I don't remember meeting them" Though the stm was absent, bathing suits were not. 


