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E X A M I N I N G  H O W  H I S T O R Y  
I N F O R M S  T H E  F U T U R E  O F  

T W O  S I S T E R  P R O F E S S I O N S :  
L I B R A R I A N S H I P  A N D  

S O C I A L  W O R K



B A C K G R O U N D

•

•



S I M I L A R I T I E S  
B E T W E E N  S W  

A N D  L I S

Female-dominated professions

Historical development of the 
professions

Debates over professional status

Professional code of ethics and 
values focusing on service and social 
responsibility



F E M I N I Z A T I O N  
O F  S W A N D  

L I S

Rossi (1961): “Women depress the status 
of an occupation because theirs is a 
depressed status” (83).

Heite (2012): “Historically, social work was 
long located beyond the boundaries of 
profession, and was wrongly sees as a 
(female) semi-profession” (7).

Garrison (1973): “The feminization of 
public librarianship did much to shape 
and stunt the development of an 
important American cultural institution” 
(153).



K E Y  D A T E S  I N  H I S T O R Y  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L I Z A T I O N

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�











R E F E R E N C E S

!

!

!
https://doi.org/10.1353/jsh/6.2.131

!
https://doi.org/10.5167/uzh -85442 

!

!

!

!


