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EXAMINING HOW HISTORY
INFORMS THE FUTURE OF
TWO SISTER PROFESSIONS:
LIBRARIANSHIP AND
SOCIAL WORK

Rachel Edford, University of Central Florida

Libraries



BACKGROUND

Whole Person Librarianship, Zettervall & Nienow
(2019)

Librarianship and social work as “sister professions.”

 Discussions about connections between social
work and librarianship in professional literature
and conferences

« Social workers and social work students working
in public and academic libraries
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sara K. Zettervall and Mary C. Nienow




Female-dominated professions

Historical development of the

professions
SIMILARITIES

BETWEEN SW

AND LIS Debates over professional status

Professional code of ethics and
values focusing on service and social
responsibility



FEMINIZATION
OF SW AND
LIS




KEY DATES IN HISTORY OF PROFESSIONALIZATION

SOCIAL WORK LIBRARIANSHIP
1874: First meeting of prominent social + 1876: First meeting of American Library
workers at the American Social Science Association
AEHOERIIEI - 1887: Founding of Columbia School of
1898: First social work class offered at Library Economy, first library school
Colmie Uniesiy - 1923: C.C. Williamson's Training for Library
1915: Flexner's speech Service published
1917: National Social Workers' Exchange - 1939: First Code of Ethics adopted
launched (later became the NASW)

- 2004: ALA adopts the Core Values of
1960: NASW approved first edition of NASW Librarianship
Code of Ethics
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