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Tasmania, Ansiralia

Sclentists are currently
trying to classify a new, giant
species of jellyfish that washed
belly-up on the shores of Tas-
mania last month. The jellyfish,
about fve feet wide, 15 one of
three species of the largest kind
of “jellies” and is anly found off
the coast of southern Tasmania.
Ciunea, the genus that this jelly-
fish falls into, also contains the
Lion"s Mane jellyfish, a creature
that can reach a diameter of
ten feet, According to Austra-
lian scientists, there has been
an unexplained increase in the
amount of jellyfish in the area
in the lask few years.
London, England

British Prime Minister Da-

vid Cameron has begun his
formal campaign to persuade
Scotland to remain part of the
Lnited Kingdom. He chose the
London 2012 Olympics as the
backdrop for his campaign,
citing the successes of Scottish
athletes that competed for Team
GB in 2012, such as gold med-
alists Sir Chris Hoy and Andy
Murray. Scottish Independence
would mean a host of econom-
ic, military, and border prob-
lems for the United Kingdom.
A récent poll showed a shight
increase (from 32% to 37%) of
those who support Scottish
independence. Scotland will
vote in September on the issue.
Mogadishu, Spmalia

Children  that were once

Tasmania, Al.u!nllvla'

forced o roam the streets In So-
malia are now being offered an
education at the best price - free,
A new governmentrun pro-
gram called Go2School, seek-
ing to provide free elementary
gchoal to at least one million
children, has already enrolled
35,000 students in 16 schools
throughout the country.

The UM has urged the
country to keep the danor-fund-
ed program running fo boost
the extremely low:school at-
tendance rate. Currently, only
about 42% of Somalian children
attend school, and only a third
of that population is female.
Tehran, Iran

The Iranian President's
brother, Hossemn Fereydoon,

walked into Iram's only Jew-
ish hospital on February 6th to
deliver a donation of $400,000
from the government. The
donation came with a promise
from the Health Ministry that
they would pay more attention

to hospitals serving Jewish and
Christian Iranians.
President Rouhani  has

taken a different route from
his predecessor, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, who denied the
Holocaust ever took place. Iran
is currently home o the largest |
Jewish population in the Mid-
dle East outside lsrasl Rou-
hani, elected in 2013, has also
worked o improve women's
rights and diplomatic relations
with other countries,

Politics emerge at Sochi opening

Hannah Blitzer

Winter
The Winter Olympics final-
Ly kicked off at the Fisht Olym-
pic Stadium in Sochi an Friday,
February 7. The event was visu-
ally appealing, historical, and
seemed (0 altempt fo veer away
from polifics (for the most part).
Russia's most popular pop
dun, ta.Tw retumed to cdose
the opening ceremony pre-
show, a suitable "blast from the
past” and nod to Russian pop
culture. The organizers of the
ceremony took a predominant-
ly intellectual and visually ap-
pealing approach to the perfor-
ManCes; Ir'l-[l'frﬂllttli;ll'l Wikhs g’i'ﬂ'&ﬂ
about the Russian alphabet,
we got to watch ballet rendi-
tions of Leo Tolstoy's “War and
Peace,” and dancers performed
a modemn dance synchronized
to Tchaikovsky's masterpiece,
“Swan Lake.”

Despite the beautiful and
dazzling artistry of the ceremo-
ny, it was dmappmntmh o e
],-Eﬂple still focusing on political
messages and tensions. The In-
ternational | Olympie Commit-
tee (LO.C.) President. Thomas
Bach, delivered a speech that
was, without a doubt, directed
at Russia's reatment of homao-
senal individuals and fecent
anti-gay laws.

He stated that the Olym-
pics are about "tolerance; not
discrimination,” and pleaded
politivians to, “have the cour-
age to address your disagree-
ments in a peaceful, direct po-
litical dialogue and not on the
backs of these athletes.”

NBC also worked in subtle
political messages during their
filming of the ceremony, such
25 when the Ukrainian athletes
made their way through the
procession during the parade
of nations, As the athletes were

walking across the stage, the
camera quickly fomed to Pres-
ident Putin to see if he would
réact,

The historical lesson given
in the ceremony was accurate
and well done for the most part,
exceplt for the fact that it omitted
some of Russia’s darker Hmes,
especially the reign of Stalin
They seem b have erased him
from their history — or at least
this historical account

Another minor faull with
the opening ceremony was the
technical mishap involving
the appearance of the Olym-
pic rings. They were shaped
like snowflakes and gracefully
fioated down o the stage, ex-
cept for the ffth and final one.

Instead of opening to form
a ring, it remained in the clnsed,
snowflake shape. It was certain-
Iy an awloward technieal ghiteh,
but luckily the Russian national
anthem followed immediately

dfter and salvaged the faux pas.
Russian television stations used
the time delay to show five ful-
Iy open rings, making most at
home viewers in the country
umaware of the mishap,

But, back to the athletics. As
of Tuesday, February 11, Nor-
way is in first place in the medal
standings with 11 total: 4 gold,
3 silver, and 4 bronze. Canada
and the United States follow in
second and third place with @
and 7 medals respectively. '

The United States has won:
two gold medals in snowboard-
ing (slopestyle), one silver in
froestyle skating, and  four
bronze in figure skating, free-
style skating; skiing, and luge- |

There are many evenls to |
look forward to this week in-
duding the biathlon and curl-
ing. Some of the air times are:
early in the moming, but they
are worth checking out if you'
happen to be awake!
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Plugging in and out with
technology in the

classroom

While many of us have grown accustomed to typing instead of
writing our notes, it's possible that technology, by providing access
to the Internet in class, hinders our leamning process.

Ana Suarez

Whiter
[am sitting in my class with
Professor Smaw, when the girl
in frontof my desk pulls out her
laptop, the way she does every-
day. She opens Word and sets
up a page for notes. Nothing
strange. In the middle of class
though, my eyes dart over her
shoulder to see her change from
taking notes to sodalizing with
several of her friends on Face-
book. T am sitting there behind
her, stumped, wondering how
she can multitask without any
worry of missing key informa-
tion from the professor, How-
ever, and more importantly, as
| sit there watching, I cannol
help but feel a little offended
for Smaw, who stands in front
of us every other day, spending
his time instructing us. Will she
get an A7 Will she deserve an
A? Although intriguing ques-
tions, what I want to know iz
how other professors feel about
students and their laptops, or
any technology for that matter,
in class.
The instructor for Health
and Wellness, Dena Pistor, has
an open discussion at the start

of every semester for each new
class about how addicted my
generation is to social media
through every technological
outlet possible, She asks us if
we can go'a day without check-
ing- our Facebook's len limes
and if we can leave our phones
behind rather than bring them
lo class and everyone raises
their hands in belief that we can
do it—that we can go a whole

.. our
bodies had
been taken
over by the
machines!

day without them. However, at
the next class, she asks oul of
all of us whether or not we suc-
ceeded. Only one girl raises her
hand with the rest of us admit-
ling what power these forms
of social media have over us, [t
was kind of a blow, and I could
feel how uncomfortable every-
one felt. It was as if we all knew

Domino’s

Chicken-de Hacrm
Carbanarm

that our bodies had been taken
over by the machines!

In classes where teachers,
like Professor Phillip Deaver of
the English Department, allow
computers, | asked him how
he felt about students and their
laptops, “When it comes to
writing prompts, for my class,
it's fine, Most students use
themn to lake notes and write
anyway. But I am livid when 1
stroll around and see a student
onling when I'm trying to tell
them how to write a story.”

Professor Deaver is right
when he says that some stu-
dents really do need their lap-
tops to take notes in class—TI'm
one of those students for a few
of my classes where the lectures
aren't provided in notes, and
writing by hand too difficult to
keep up. On the other hand, 1
cannot even seem to keep my-
self every once in a while from
checking my “Likes” when a
teacher is not looking,

In response to the over-
whelming use and abuse of
laptops, some professors, like
Pistor, will give us students
fair waming, saying that if
she catches any of us on social
media, the whole class will
lose computer privileges. If
you think that's bad, then you
might want to check out Profes-
sor Personette, Professor Ruiz,
and scores of other professors
on campus, who have omitted
computers in their ¢lasses com-
pletely.

The professors who do al-
low computers, like Deaver, be-
lieve it's your time and money
wasted when distracted in class,
whether il be by your phone,
laptop or iPad. But let's forget
about otrselves for a oymuke.
The person at the front of the
class, who spent years getting
their degree and have chosen to
teach you so that you can know
as much as them deserves your
respect.

And mavbe that means
leaving the laptop in the dorm,
or al least waiting those fifty
minutes until class is over.

Sex overseas

Rebecca Wilson

Wiritar

More than sixty percent of
Rollins students go abroad be-
fore they graduate, so the actual
majority of students deal with
some insane changes and chal-
lenges, including, for many, a
four-month detour in their sex
lives, It's either a wild experi-
ence of foreign love or several
months of pining for your sig-
nificant other. | argue that this
i5 the dichotomy that people
seem fo assume is happening
but is not truly the case. The re-
ality is much more complicated.

First, everyone thinks that
you should break up with your
boring American partner and
free yourself up unless this is
the persori you are going (o
marry. Anyone who has been
abroad would probably tell you
it's really not that black and
while. Shil relationships do nol
survive distance so well. You're
completely wrapped up in a
new life and new adventure; it
takes brainpower and is emo-
tionally faxing to miss some-
one everyday for four whole
months. Whal are you really
missing when you stay in a re-
lationship and do not hook up
with locals or other people on
your program? Thal depends
on you. Staying with your sig-
nificant other can be the right
thing, but only if you do it for
the right reasons, and that rea-
son does not have to be that you
are going to marry them. It sim-
ply means they are worth your
investment.

If you are single and choose
to um.. .engage the cuolture,
you are in for some interesting
boundary navigation. If you are
studying in a country where
English is not the primary lan-
guage spoken, navigating con-
sent is a barrier you should be
concerned with. Attraction defi-
nitely transcends language bor-
ders, but how' can you clearly
communicate thal you just want
oral, you only like your leftnip-
ple pinched, or even basics like
ask someone to wear a condom
in a language vou don't speak?
Movies: give us this romantic

The agifions o this-page t mof necessanly reflec! thase of The Sandspur its st o Rolies Coffege

and exotic ideal that your bod-

ies will come together magical- '

ly and tangle in ecstasy. This is
not true in America and it is not
true in other parts of the world.

So being vocal and active in
yvour sexual decisions becomes
even more important, crucial
in fact. Women tend to not be
as vocal about what they want
in bed because of the different
socialization around sex we re-
ceive, and not being vocal about
what you do and don't want
often leads to crossed bound-
aries in the bedroom. So when
your head is spinning from the
foreign aleohol and the sexy ac-
cent someone is hithng on you
with, try to use your voice, Itis
awkward to have miscommu-
nication around sex to begin
with and if your partner liter-
ally does not know whal you
are asking for, it is even trickier.
So pull out some sign language
and put some hands where you
wank them. Owui, 5, Ne, [a, Sim,
Ndiyn, Yego, if you are feel-
ing ves say it and if things are
not going how you want them
o when you are hooking up,
make that as clear as you can.
It won't be as seamless as we
think it should go, but go lo
new lengths to explain what
your yeses are and youll be
participating in your own plea-
SUre eVen more.

In a new cultural con-
text we are left with not only
boundary questions but more
questions surrounding hookup
and dating culture. Some places
you're golden, practices are the
same as the US, and some plac-
es sleeping together once means
youre in a relationship which
can be a big wake up call. Inany
case, no matter whom you do
or don't do abroad, you'll have
some interesting stories and
learn a lot about either the rela-
tienship you left behind or the
new ones you're forging. The
cliche is that vou'll learn about
yoursglf abroad, and while
youll do some soul search-
ing on your own, you're going
o be lJearning about yourself
through relationships with peo-
ple; which can be messy wheth-
er or not you're naked.
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Laura Doncel

Whitar

When | began attending
Rollins in Fall 2011, as many
students do every year, 1 went
to Rolline Health Services to
make an appointment. There |
was informed by a staff mem-
ber they only saw students en-
rofled through the day school. |
inquired if I could pay for the
appointment along with any
additional charges out of pock-
et or use my insurance and they
informed me that wasn't possi-
ble. This is a little tidbit that was
left out at orientation.

[ went to Connie Holt for
answers to these and a few oth-
er questions our students have.
She said not long ago (but be-
fore my time) they'd allowed
Holt students to use Health
Services, but shortly after that
notice was sent out another
followed discontinuing  said
services. Tt is true there is a
health insurance plan available
tor purchase, but when you're
going to school full-tme and
living on your own, coming

$1,000 on health insurance. [
asked Ms. Holt if the students
were ever given an option o
pay a fee with Financial Aid or
otherwise, as part of tuition for
access I Health Services, Ms:
Holt said she wasn't entirely
clear but that she would be sure
o suggest it

This brings me fo differ-
ences in experience of the day
versus everung students in the
celebration, or, in our case
little celebration, of the mosi
beloved holiday of all for Rol-
ling Studeénts: Fox Day. Every
spring, when the Fox is eagerly
awaited by students sleeping in
tents and our ever watchful Fox
Day Cam, there is the lovely re-
minder that Holb students will
not be able to participate in the
same capacity as A&S students.
Last year for example, an email
sent by Sharon Lusk, Assistant
Dean of Hamilton Holt School,
dated March 14, 2013, we were
mformed "On the day desig-
nated to be Fox Day, 30 min-
otes will be shaved off the end
of the first class (which usually
meets from 4:00 — 6:30), and 20

from 6:45 — 9:15). Holt faculty,
staff, and students are invited
and encouraged to join other
members of the Rollins com-
munity on the Mills Lawn for
supper, from 6:00- 7:15 p.m.”

The Fox Hour is the ex-
tent many Holt students are
invelved in  Fox Day. Now, 1
wonder if it is really necessary
o have classes for only those
students not enrolled in the
*day school'?

Ms. Holl said that “the
Fox Hour" is something new.”
She recalled it had been added
only in recent years and that
it is progress, given the Holt
students didn't have any par-
Hoipation Initially. Ms. Holt
said, “We haven't figured out a
way to cancel casses and make
up for that lost class time giv-
en many evening classes occur
only once or twice a week."”
While I'm sure that is a concern
for the teachers and possibly
some students, having a free
day off with no consequences
seems like a lovely gift from the
universe, not an inconvenence,

The term “working adults”

Night students wish to see daylight

While Rollins claims to be an inclusive institution, some Holt Students feel segregated from t.he day benefits the
college offers. Health services and Fox Day are clear examples of the isolation.

probably enjoy having that
extra time to simply go home
and relax or be with their fam-
ily on Fox Day, but alas classes
remain in session. The Rollins
College websile's mission state-
mentlﬁ.pﬂélks about how we as
a college value excellence in
teaching and rigorous, transfor-
mative education in a healthy,
responsive, and inclusive envi-
romment.

In another statement on the
Student Life page, "Every day
is a new adventure, and much
of that adventure is experienced
through many on-campus
opportunities and resources
available to you.” On the Roll-
ins Evening page it states
programs are designed with
working adults in mind.” They
say they know the challenge of
balancing a busy life with work,
family and possibly continuing
education added onto it But all
the students enrolled at Roll-
ins through the Haolt school are
nol in their twenties attending
college for the first time as "...
evenung degree programs de-
signed for working adults.”

I approached who Jive at home
while attending schoal.

Why is our school seem-
ingly deliberately causing a
divide among the studentsa
watered-down experience o,
the ‘evening’ students? It does
provoke the question of money.
At the end of the day, is it reals
ly about the difference in what )
A&S and Holt students pay?

There wasn't a clear ane
swet from Ms: Holt. “The res-
idential students have their |
needs which are met by the
day school and Holt meets the
needs of the evening students.”

I am not under any cir-
cumstances claiming there is a
conspiracy from the high pow-
ers that be at this: school, but 1
am saying students should be
given a greater voice in matters.
which affect them personally.

If the entire student body is
receiving equality-in their edu-
cation and Greek Life why not
health services and social activ-
ities like Fox Day? Regardless
of what anyone calls it, “meet- |
ing the needs’ of one student
group versus another, there is

up with rent is more important  minutes off the start of the sec-  (as it so clearly pointed out on  The term 'working adult’ ex- segregation happening on this
| than spending approximately ond class (which usually meets the Holt School page) would cludes the many Holt students  campus.
'Hamilton Holt school compared with undergraduate Arts & Sciences
Tuition Male-Female | Acceptance St::t:lllts Insurance
Percentages Rate Required
Enrolled
|
Arts & Sciences $41.460 42% | 58% 55.8% 1,884 Yes
$1,692 per 4
Hamilton Holt credit-hour 28% | 72% 73% 1,037 No
course |
|
R-Nat ﬁm!
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' Amir Sadeh
| Columnist

Wnd every time she sneezes |
befieve it's lovelAnd oh tord.... I'm
ot reddy for this sort of Hing. " —

- Counting Crow
Every year I've been at Rol-
, lins, F've always tried writing a
Valentine's Day article for The
Sandspur. Some years I nev-
er got published, while other
times 1 even made the cover.
Na matter what, I have always
tried to look at the holiday in
ways other people can relate to.
For my final V-Day submission
1 thought it would be fun to
talk about some of my person-
al “Dv's and Don'ts” when it
comes to bath Valenting's Day
Far instance, don’t write
a love letter on Percocet But if
you do write a love letter on Per-
cocel, be sure to never give said
letter or that poem you wrote
about your crush to that person
while still on Percocet, As a rule
' of thumb, wait until after your
wisdom teeth have healed be-
fore you start: professing your
love to anyone. For that matter,
b don't write love letters. They
sound brilliant in theory and
T love notes can be a very sweet

gesture when you are already

dating the person, Yet if you are

thinking it'll be super romantic
o start writing up your soon-to-

be love a letter, let me stop you

right there. See, you are about
to give a stranger a piece of pa-
per that states, literally in black
and white, how you have been
secretly thinking about this per-
son all the time, have somehow
amassed a great amount of af-
fection for this person without
having had any conversation
outside genenc greetings and
head nods, while also having
never made any efforts until
now . to state these feelings of
passion: I'm not even going to
o into how intense/creepy that
all is and just tell vou that they
ARE going to show that letter to
all their triends and you WILL
be the butt of their jokes for at
least two weeks, Buy hey, who
knows! You may very well get
a response back... but restrain-
ing orders don’l count,

This leads me to my next
point: Be careful about being
a secrel admirer. Again, this is
something that looks like such
a perfect idea in the movies but
quickly begins to backfire on
implementation. 5o you  buy
that special someone a gift, find
a generic love note at CV5, and
slap on that good' old “From,
Your Secret Admirer™ on the
bottom of the card. You leave it
in front of their door at around
f aum., 85 a means to be sure no
one sees you dao it and then,..
what? Again, this can become a
mixture of weird and sad very
quickly. If you just want to give

El i

® -
2\ Experience

someone a little gift because
they have been guing through a
rough time and you think they
might like one; but also don't
like the implications that Val-
enime’s Day brings in doing so,
then may I suggest doing so on
any of the other 364 days of the
year. And actually hand it to
the person like an adult. Trust
me, yeu won't get cooties, and
they probably would apprec-
ate a nice gesture {rom a gen-
uine person, especially if they
have been having a rough time.
They may even call on you lat-
er o be a friend and confidant,
which is where you can tru-
ly do-a great amount of pood.
But, like most people, if you
are acting as a secret admirer
this year it's because you really
like somecne bul either don't
know them well enough or are
too aimaid to send them a gif|
on Valentine’s Day with your
name on it because you know
what the implications are. T
that is the rase, then please re-
fer back to the response from
my love letter scenario, Sure,
some people may find it charm-
ing; but that's because the re
cipient of the gift believes it is
only a one-off thing, 1f they still
are getling gifts from a "Secret
Admirer” in May.., not so cute
any longer. And let's be frank:
You're going to want to know if
they liked the gift, and that cu-
riosity is likely going lo get you

found oul Just remember: The
reason why you gave that pift
secretly in the first place was
because you didn't think that
person would be receptive to
the gift if it came directly from
you. Another rile of thumb: 1f
viou can't do the deed face-to-
face, don't doitat all.

Finally, know the differ-
ence  between love and lust
Last week 1 wrote about my
philesophy, if you will on
love. While [ do still subseribe
to-a majority of it, T realize that
over the last six or so years, 1
hadn't been n love, 1 have real-
ly liked girls, thought they were
cute, and wanted to become
intimate with them in the first
five minutes of conversation.
But | didn't really know them,
[ never sal down and had lon-
ger, interesting  conversations
with them. T just wrle poems
about how lovelomn T was and
how awesome it would be to be
with themn (in the most poetic of
terms; of course). With the few
eirls 1 did getto know, the one's
1 did think [ was genuinely in
love with, I'later realized that
it wis an emotonal codepen-
dengy, at best. T am attracted o
damage and I have a tendency
to want to save people. And no
matter how hard | tried to ratio-
nalize that feeling, | know now
that fsn't love. No matter how
painful it can feel to have to let
that person go.

At the end of the day, be
smart [ know that it is in our

nature to throw away what our
minds say in favor for what's |
in pur hearts, but sometimes |
otir heart lies to us. Of at least
doesn't know the difference:
Love is complicated, and while
true love can be beautiful, itis | =
something takes time and effort |

to flourish, T don’t write this to | @9
discount your feelings, but I
implore you to not go'down the
route of cliché. The reason why
you see it in movies or hear it i
in heartfelt. love songs is be-
cause it is zll wish fulfillment,
This is how we wished the
world worked. The only full-
pmﬂf method fo finding love |
i5 just as boring as the generic | —
“exercise and diet" method to
losing weight: You have to go |
up to that person you like and |
ask them out If they say yes,
awesome! If not, oh well, onto
the nex| person. It takes great
courage o put yourself out
there and tell someone you like
them, Don't discount those feel- |
ings by using a generic holiday
that most people look at cyni-
cally as a crutch, If you are re-
illy digging someone and you
honestly believe they dig you
too, then stand strong, be bald,
and say with all the confidence
and certainty in world, "Hey! 1
think you're cute and 1like you.
Would you like to do some-
thing with me later?”

Froundepuvsay)
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Lauren Waymire

Staff Whitar

There | sat on Super Bowl
‘Sunday, a very sad [Peyton
‘Manning fan, hoping to find so-
lace in some great commercials.

* Il'be honest. it's one of the only
reasons | can be persuaded to
wiich one foothall game a year.
‘Ad after ad, 1 was beginning
-!Euluae faith. And then, it hap-

'It didn’t take: celebri-
; 10ns OT Nive cars to
it the best Super Bowl

#Speak American

commercial of 2014,

As soon as the beautiful
yet unassuming vaice brought
America the Beautiful into
the room, people paused for a
momen|, Seahawks fans took
a break from their arrogant
putbursts, and Broneos fans
stopped wallowing in self-pity
Coca Cola outdid themselves,

The saft drink commerial
featured the patriotic song sung
in multiple languages: English,
Spanish, Tagalog, Mandarin,
Hindi, Hebrew, Keres, Sene-
gnlese-French and Arabic. The

message was simple. wonder-
ful, and powerful: celebrate
diversity.

The responses to the com-
mercial, however, were heart-
breaking, #Speak American was
trending on Twitier for hours,
people took to every social me-
dia sife lo rant in ignorance,
and the topic was covered the
next diy In pvery major news
source fnthe rountry.

Ridieulous people  with
even mare ridiculous opinions
have always éxisted, especially
in this counitry. In this day and

age, however, it seems people
are constantly plugged into so-
cial media, and the news eals
it up just to regurgitate it for
tomorrow’s storles.  Everyone
was st catgght up in the drama
and busying themselves with
taking sides that many forgot
what Coke was actually rying
bor do:

In 1971, Coca Cola aired an
advertisement in which  peo-
ple of many ethnicities stood
together, each holding a Coke
and singing, “I'd like to teach
the world to sing in perfect har-

The: s o thiz page o nol necessady reflect noss of Tho Sendsmr 2 gtaff or Roling Colege

maony. 1d like to buy the world
a Coke and keep it company.”
This Super Bowl commercial
just had a different song and
better video qualily,

The company has long been |
a prevalent sponsor at sporting
svents. From the NBA 1o the
NCAA to the Olympics, Coca
Cola has said through their ads,
“Hey, great sportfevent. huh?
We think so ton. Let's all have a
Coke while wewatch.” Encugh
with the politics: Drink' your
soda, whatever it may be, and |
be happy. I
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Technology breeds new
financial threats

In light of Target's breach in security, the reveal of personal information and possibility
of credit card fraud is becoming more likely to oceur.

Micah Bradlay

Staff Whiter
The news has besn ram-
pant lately with stories of eradit
cird | Eraud and L‘L'll'LT."t'&'!'I!'I.i:rL"J
personal information. The re-
cent ‘wave of fraud started in
Becember with the popular
chain store Target. The compa:
ny reported that between No
virmboer 27 and December 13—
which mcloded the: popular
shopping holiday Black Friday
and also a large portion of the
holiday rush— customer infor-
mation was comprinmised,
Puring the breach, person-
al mformation such as credit
and’ debit card  information,
customer names, emails, ad-
dresses, and phone numbers
were all compromised. [t hag
been reported that over 1)
million people might have been
affected by the breach. Tlow-
ever, the breach did not affect
PIN numbers o social security
numbers
Tarpet 1& anxious o win
back the frust of its consumers;
they have been offered one year
of free credit monitoring for
anyone whose data mighl have
been affected, and they also of-

fered two days of 10 percent off

gverything in thestore as a form
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of apology. Catherine Klein-
dienst “17, had bormation that
might have been affected by the
Target breach, though she never
saw any suspicious charges on
her card. Her bank ook it seri-
pusly, and just tobe safe, “They
Isstied me a new one.”

Tarpet 1= not alone: In a
sinmilor attack; Meiman Marcos

stores have had over one mil-

Hont custemers’  informalion
compromised, but et breach

went .on much longer than. Tar-

get's; Neiman Marcus's breach
began in July and went unde-
tected untl January, The craft
store Michael's and several ho-
tels have also recently reported
possible breaches.

In a response to these issues
of r}-"l:uer security, exemitives
from Neiman Marces and Tar-
get spoke in front of Congress
this week. They apalogized to
constmers and asked the gov-
ernment to increase cyber secu-
rity faws. They also made some
bleak statements.

Between the messages of
the company execufives and
a becret Service agent, it was
made clear that American's
data is never completely sale.
The hackers' technology, and
the number of hackers, s in-
creasing faster than credit card

J1LIUuu i |

technology is, making personal
mformation yulnerable.

Many comypanies are un-
willing to make the expensive
shift to the new technology thal
would make cusiomer’'s data
more secure. This new technol-
ogy is-already in use in sever-
al European countries and has
greptly  reduced  instances of
fraud:

The United States still-pen-
erally relies on cards that use a
magnetc strip instead of a mi-
crochip, However, by 2015 jt Is
likely that mwost retailers will
have updated their machines
to rend microchips, which is a
more secure way of transmil-
ting the data. PIN numbers may
alsn eventually be required on
most cards.

Most major credit card
companies, like VISA and Mas-
tercard, have Issued statements
to realtors stating that after the
2015 deadline they will be held
financially responsible if ous-
inmers are affecied by a breach
due (o outdated technology.
This new technology will naot
eliminate fraud but will certain-
ly help in reducing it Until the
new fechnology §s in place, itis
hard for many retailers to guar-
arihee the safety of thelr custom-
er's information,

RUNEGIONUSIVIY
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In an age that is quickly be-
coming totally: digital, making
cash more and more obsolete, it
15 difficult to know how toavoid
credit and debit card frawd. The
most vital thing o remember
15 to be coreful where you usg
your cards. Be careful making
pmline purchases, and try to do
so using ‘aypal or other repu-
table websites. Never give your
credit -cand’ number or other
personal information ouband
be sure to sign the back of the
card with ink:

When buymg items ina
store, make sure that your card
is never taken out of your sight.
If im doubl, use cash: Taimeé Pz
“14 said this about keeping her
mformation: safe: “1 never use
the debit option when pumping
gas, | always use credit because
they cannot steal your info as
easy that way, If L.am buying
something online from a site |
am not familiar with 1 always
use Paypal now. [ also check
my online checking account ev-
ery day.”

Of course, it is import-
ant to check your accounts of-
ten. With online banking now
widely available, it is easy to
check your accounts weekly or
even daily, Check for anything
that you did not buy, even if

J U LU L

it is only a few dollars. Off
thieves will' test the card
making a few small purchas
betore to hl_l}' 500 | 1'_-'
bigger. ngh'f now, a large sg
EIZ'I.I}!: iﬂdlldﬂﬂ a $9M i :'-'_u
"rustomer service” 15 ‘:
many peaple’s accounts. 1
type of scan preys on pe
who either do not check §
accownts or diy not check ] "-.
in depth. In these cases; il
easy for p small charge toj
unnoticed. Sometimes the I
will call to report suspicia
charges, especially as fraud @
tecting technology increas
However, it can be da 5eTd
to completely rely on the b
to determine the walid:lt,f -
ﬂlﬂrgﬂﬁ 'ﬁ'aftlﬂ' ﬂflﬂi‘ Cﬂﬁﬂ T
has been determined, it is|
Pfl‘l'tﬂ:l'lttl] I:m'lt[ll'_'t:.l'ﬂ'ﬂ_t TR
Though thera have recell
been several instances of
security breaches, the Sef
Service insists that there a
miore {lan would be expe --'"7
such a technological: age.
the United States d‘:.mgﬁ
credit and debit card s
meastires, AMerican comps
will continue to be the targe
hackers worldwide.
remains, when most
dre kE'Pt ‘Eﬂgﬂﬂﬂj’.. itis wiiin
to guarantee their safety,
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“I rty mot have gone withere |
mbended to go, but I Hunk 1 have
ended wp where 1 needed o be”
— Douglas Adams, The Long
Dark Tea-time of the Soul.

First T'would like to thank
all of the fraternities at Rollins
for hosting and entertaining the
new class of pledges this rush
season. Is participating in rush
worth it? Short answer yes.
Long answer: YESS55558585.

But in-all seriousness; my
diecision to' rush was a great
ong. [rushed for many reasons:
| wanted to meet other guys,

| have a good time, and of course,

| eat some free food. Each frater-
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| nity at Rollins has a rich histo-

ry o share with all prospective
brothers. Going from one chap-
ter b another, I met some traly

| awesome guys and | would like

tor say thank you - thank you for
being ‘so welcoming: not just
to me, but to the entire: Rollins
Spring 2014 Rush class.

Al Rollins there is no such
thing as & bad fraternity, each is
unique, and there is a place for
everyone, whether it's in Lamb-
da Chi Alpha or Chi Psi. Just
going threugh the process of
rushing, | made friends T know
I will stay in touch with lomg af-
ter | graduate.

At Rolling College there are
five traternities recognized: by

Fraternity recruitment:

play by play

the college: Lambda Chi Alpha,
Tau Kappa Epsilon, Chi Psi, Phi
Delta Theta, and X-Club. The
Spring 2014 Rush Season was
very successful for each frater-
nity, with over one hundred
guys participating.

Fush week consists of six
days, with special events each
day, hosted by the brothers
of each fraternity. Sunday is
orenlztion. On Monday and
Tuesday, you meet each in-
dividual fraternity and learn
what it's like to be a member.
On Wednesday, the fraterni-
ties host a special event open
to rush participants. The guys
at X-Club had food from 4Riv-
ers and hand-rolled cgars. On
Thursday, there are more spe-
cial events, but attendance is
by mvitation only. If you show
interest in a certain fraternity
and they want to get to know
you better, you receive an email
inviting you back to hangoul
with them. Not receiving an
invitation to a fraternity. does
not always mean a fraternity 1s
not interested in you. Failure to
maintain the minimum GPA re-
quired for that fraternity might
prevent them from issuing an
invite. Don't let this dissuade
vou from participating in rush.
It was an incredible experience
and I would have regretted not
participating.

Friday is business time - the
illestrious Bid Day. Bid Day is

a hodgepodge of thoughts and
emotions. You walk into the

Campus Center, are handed
your bid(s), and then it's deci-
sion time. After you make your
decision, you head down the
stairs into Dave’s, and walk to
the fraternity you've decided
to join. Reality hasn't kicked
in yet, and it won't for a while.
You are handed your Bid Day
shirt with your fraternity letters
proudly attached. After every-
one has made their decisions,
it's ime to run - literally! One
by one, each fraternity and their
prospective brothers run up the
stairs and out of the Campus
Center into a sea of beautiful
sorority girls. 1 would like to
give aspecial shout out to Nich-
olas "Daddy” Damiano for his
beautiful stop and twist with
the Lambda Chi Alpha flag as
they tan out of the Campus
Center.  With adrenaline still
rushing, each fraternity gath-
ers with their newest members
and takes the traditional group
photo... and then it's time to
celebrate,

I would like to give a spe-
cial thanks to a few individuals
whose effort made this rush
season amazing. Aubrey Fra-
zier, the Assistant Director of
Fraternity and Sorority Life,
Navreet Dhaliwal, Cameron
Lamir, and Elie Goitlieb - thank
you for making Spring Rush
2014 incredible.
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BLOODTHIRSTY AUTHOR Witer with the Writers s
Passage, Justin Gronin will host a Master's Class ip
7:30 p.m. in Bush Auditorium on Thursday, Fabruary 13,

BT N
AR

David Matteson
a:ﬂalhﬁm
. and teading at

Cronin’s bite into

Rollins

Chris Sarafian

Witter

Rollins" “Winter with the
Writers” program is a tradition
rooted within  the. history  of
the college. Beginning in 1927,
the festival has welcomed hun-
dreds of established writers
over the past 87 years. Rollins
College is one of the enly col-
leges in the country to hold a
literary festival of this caliber.

Every year, four or five
writers visit Rollins to teach a
master class to a select group
of students aspiring to leam
the craft of writing. In addition,
the writer gives a reading and
a book signing. This year’s fea-
tured writers include Charles
Simic, Justin Cronin, Taure van
den Berg; Alan Michae] Parker,
and Madison Smarit Bell:

This week's vupst speaker
and lecturer, Justin Cronin, is
known throughout the literary
community for his tales of fam-
ily, heortbreak, and the innmer
struggle of human emotions,
His most noted books include
The Summer Guest and Mary
& ONell  (Pen/Hemingway
Award and the Stephen Crane
Prize). A vast derivative from
the realm of realism and famillal

struggle, Cronin's proclaimed

novel, The Passage, has attract-
ed the attention of esteemed
writers and critics alike (the
master of hormor ﬁ[mﬂmsehmﬁ Ete—
phen King; praises as
“enthralling”). Together with
its sequel, The Twelve, Cronin
tells ﬂ‘lf:atnry of an apocalyptic
future overrun by vampires (or
as Cronin calls them, “virals”),
The third installment in the tril-
ogy, City of Mirrors, is expect
ed later this year.

A New England native,
Cronin followed his literary
pursuits by attending Harvard
College and The lowa Writers”
Workshop. Cronin has: taug'ht
at TaSalle University in Philas
delphia and Rice University in
Houston. Cronin is a major up-
and-coming writer in the liter-
ary world, and a movie baseril
on his book, The Passage, is
qwrenti}'m the adaptation pro-
CERS,

“| am very excited to seg
Cronin berause. of his. ability
to tumn the yampire genre into
something more mmplnx and
eloser to literary fiction,” says
intern, Rachel Fox. Justin Cro-
nin's master class will be on
Feb 13 at4 pom. h-lﬂwﬂush ﬂt&1
ditorium. His
mg will be that same da]ra'r
p.m. in the same location.
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Unveiling a
musical genius

Winter Park Institute speaker Terry
Teachout uncovers Duke Ellington behind
his jazz persona while commemorating
his iconic compositions.

Stephanie Garcia
Section Edifor

A biographer's task is to
tell the story of another. Terry
Teachout, Wall Street Journal
theatre critic-and author, faced
difficulty when telling the story
of a renowned jazz musician,
who “never talked about his
personal life and only revealed
himself between the lines.”

As the latest Winter Fark
Institute Speaker, Teachout
discussed his biography Duke:
A Life of Duke Ellington and
recreated Ellington's signature
compositions on February 4th
at Tiedtke Concert Hall Dr.
John Sinclair, Chair of the De-
partment of Music, introduced
Teachout as a FRenaissance
man—citing his credentials as
a columnist, Broadway play-
wright. encyclopedia of fazz,

and bass player.

While intrigued by the
jazzman’s mysterious person-
ality, Teachout stated that ari-
istry, not personality, is Elling-
ton's enduring appeal. “Duke
was the most important jazz
compaser of the 215t century, of
indisputable and internabional
significance,” Teachout said,
"No other jazz musician has left
a bigger impact culturally.”

Highlighting his' Ellington
bicgraphy, Teachout revealed
the jazz musician behind his
public Image. Teachout ex-
plained the contradiction be-
tween Ellington’s sophisticated
professional persona and pub-
lic denial of his infidelity and
musical collaborations,

“Sophisticaion was cen-
tral to Duke’s image,” Teachout
said. "Inthe late 19205, jazz was
simply functional dance music.

When Duke became popular,
he insisted on being taken seri-
ously as an artist and as a black
man."

The presentation alternat-
ed between commentary on
Ellington’s artistry, and [ive
jazz band performances of In A
Mellow Tone and Sophisticated
Lady. The speaker also includ-
ed a 1943 video performance

of Mood Indigo and an audio
recording of Koko. Teachout
featured these compositions (o
llustrate Ellington's unrivaled
ability to capture emotion.
“What set Duke aparl as
a composer was the way he
used jazz to say things; he used
tone parallels to match human
emotion,” Teachout said. “His
vocalists sang with faith, happi-

Abortion rate on the decline

Rallins Collage
RENAISSANCE MAN Temy Teachout (left) explains how jazz legend Duke Ellington bet his music express the man he
was. The speaker digs Into Ellington's legacy in his new biography.

ness, and loneliness. He trans-
formed his feelings to music,”
Aside  from Teachout's
reading and discussion, Winter
Park Institute commemorated
the jazz master with further
events: a swing era Q&A on
February 6th and a perfor-
mance of Ellington's Sacred
Service at the First Congrega-
tional Chirch on February 7.

Attributed to economic distress, accessibility of contraceptives, and higher awareness of the
dangers of unprotected sex, the abortion rate is the lowest since Roe v. Wade.

Kyle McCoy

Section Editor

In and amongst all of the
various topics of sociopoliti-
cal controversy in our country,
there is one where the numbers
have begun to read in fayor of
a more conservative stance.
You would think that with the
millennial emphasis on human
rights that the pro-choice ar-
gument surrounding women's
legality toward aborting a fetus
would yield a higher amount of
abortions. Instead, according a
recen! article published in The
Whshington Past, the abortion
rate has dropped to its lowest
point since 1973. In 1973, the
Supreme Court ruled in favor
of the procedure.

The article goes on to spec-
ulate about what this system-
atic decline could have been
caused by, citing such causes as
better accessibility to contracep-

tives and a higher awareness of
consequence in regards to un-
protected sex. One atiributing
factor that the article points out
this study failed to suggestis an
increase in regulatory laws per-
taining to abortion by state. It
i5 possible that people are sim-
ply being re-
stricted from
the possibil-
ity of abort-
ing fetuses,

YT h e
study  re-
leased Mon-
day shows
that, after a plateau from 2005
to 2008, the long-term decline
in the aborhion rate has re-
sumed, The rate has dropped
significantly from its all-time
high in 1981, when thers were
roughly 30 abortions for every
1,000 women of reproductive
age. The overall number of
abortions alsp fell 13 percent

from 2008 to nearly 1.1 million
in 2011, the study said.” (Sand-
hya Somashekhar, The Wash-
ington Post),

So could it all just be ran-
dom? Or are we missing some
obvious correlating factors
to the abortion rate totals? A

It is possible that people

ing that we are Kollins College
students living in Winter Park,
laws in Florida have been ex-
hibiting an expectedly conser-
vative stance toward abortion
rights over the past several
years. Maost notably, in 2013
the state passed a law dedar-
ing that i
an abortion
were to re-

i i sult in a

are simply being re:st_r_lcted Tving il
from the possibility of beigt o 2=

moved from

aborting fetuses. i ey

then  the

significant suggestion made medical professional in charge
by the study was about times of the procedure would be obli-
of economic distress. People gated to give the child emergen-
are more aware of the harm to  cy care in order to preserve the

come from an unwanted preg-
nancy when they cannot afford
an additional dependent. Thus,
they are accordingly safer in
their sexual practices.

As far as our rights go, be-

life. While it's a nice thought
(vou know, saving a life) this
law raises questions about how
that breeches certain rights of
the women having these pro-
cedures done. The intention

of an abortion is fo terminate a
pregnancy, not to pre-maturely

induce birth. With the chance |

of a surviving fetus as the result
of undergoing the medical pro-
cedure, many women may opt
not to run such a risk.

As a pro-choice endors-

INFWNIVLEILNT B S1HY

ing, contemporary feminist, it |

might be obvious what my feel-
ings are conceming women's
rights and abortion. But the de-
cline in numbers of aborted fe-

tuses is a win for either side: life |

is inarguably valuable. If we
are creating a society that pro-
maotes . preventative measures
toward unwanted pregnancies
before abortion has to become
an option, then these low num-
bers mean positive change is
underway. But if they are truly
the result of restrictions by our
government, then it's up to us
o us as the current generation
to stay informed while the dia-
logue remains open. 9
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Annie welcomes The Clean House

Annie Russell Theater presents The Clean House. The play, written by Sarah Ruhl,
promises to captivate the public and stir emotions.

Alex Mariano

Whiter

Right around the corner is the open-
ing night for our first main-stage pro-
duction of the semester: The Clean House!
This delightfully comedic drama, by
American playwright Sarah Ruhl, shows
us the tale of a dysfunctional household
and also manifests the age-old cycle of
life and death. We wiltness two doctors'
(Charles and Lane) marriage fall apari,
a Brazilian maid's (Matilde} depression
when it comes to cleaning, and a neu-
rotbe sister's (Virginia) obsession with
it. This play is sprinkled with touching
moments of utmost emotional sinceri-
ty, along with much-needed snippets of
comic relief

This lovely piece of theatre is being
brought to the Rollins public through
guest director Aradhana Tiward, and is
assistant directed by Rolling Senior Ka-
tie Boone. The stage management team
is Kodi Miller, Lauren Warner, and Alex
Mariano. The Clean Honse runs February
14, 15,19, 20, 21, and 22 at 8 p.m., as well
as the 16 at 4 pm: and the 22 at 2 pm
Bringing a loved one fo the theatre is al-
ways a wonderful way to celebrate Val-
entine’s Day, espedally with this play.

There will be passionate moments,
there will be cheesy moments, and there
will be unbelievable moments. The stu-
dents casted (Jake Teixeira, Ricci Priolet-
ti, Amanda Borja, Kami Spaulding, and
Lalitha Kasal) have dedicated endless
| mights to improving this show so that
all of us may properly enjoy the magic
that Sarah Ruhl intended when she first
| wrote the piece.

I actually had the opportunity to
speak with Amanda, who brings the
| role of Matilde (pronounced ma-ch-il-
| ge) to life. The Brazilian had moved to

America to clean Lane's house after an
unfortunate incident with her parents.
Melancholy about cleaning, Matilde is
| constantly on the prowl for the perfect

Happy Valentine's Day from the entire Sandspur Staff

10

. # You always make me
smile, make me laugh
and make me happy. It

joke: Amanda was able to provide me
with some insight on her experience
working with this production,

Me: What has been the best thing
aboul preparing the show so far?

Amanda: Gelting to grow as an ac-
tress and as a person. Acting, especially
the method that Aradhana approaches it
with, teaches you to really think about
your motivation and your actions, what
you want from others, and how you will
execule a plan to achieve it,

I think that's such a valuable les-
son that transposes onta the 'real world
and 1 think it's definitely caused me lo
become more reflective about my goals
and what I want to ultimalely attain,
Plus; with such a small body of cast and
crew, its allowed us to become closer
to one another and share in each other's
jEUrmeys.

M: The theatrical process takes a
large toll on actors —whal has been the
hardest part for you?

Al Surprisingly, not the Portuguese.
It differs from day to day. Sometimes
it'’s getting my energy up to the level it
needs to be at when I'm running on a
few hours of sleep because I juggle re-
hearsals, work, a leadership positiorn,
classes, applications: for the future, and
try to find time to spend with the peo-
ple who matter most to:me. Other days
I strugple to figure out how I'm going
to convey a certain emotion or what my
motivation and my opinions are in or-
der to raise the stakes’ in a scene.

M: I know that there’s a lot going
on with the props, the set, the cos-
tumes, and everything else. What are
you most looking forward to the audi-
ence seeing?

A: Everything. Haha, But, inall hon-
esty, every aspect of the play (from the
costumes, o the set, to the script) is in-
tertwined with one another so that it be-
comes this cohesive experience, And I'm
also looking forward to audience mem-
bers seeing themselves in each charac-

e Clean House by Sarah Rubl
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Directed by Aradhana Tiwari ',ﬁ

David Mattesan

Love IS a Laughing Matier
0 amor & motivo de rise

T
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ter, because Ruhl's writing is so relatable
and touches a part of the soul, regardless
of whether it's Lane or Matllde deliver-
ing the line.

M: Finally, will you please share
with us your favorite line in the play
that Matilde says?

At "Love isn't clean like that Its
dirty. Like a good joke."

And there you have it, folks. Person-
ally, I am oestatic to get a closer look at
this performance in its final form. Con-
sider picking a date on your calendar,
coming on over to the Annie, and join-
ing me in seeing the outrageous events
of The Clean House unfold. Lots of laughs
and cathartic heartache will be sure lo
ensie.

doesn't matter where we
are or what we're doing,
| always have the best _
ﬂ?;p?ﬁ;;n?nﬁhnﬁ“! Happy Valentine's Day Matthew!
Piarcalll y | am 50 happy to have you as my
g vailentine-. | love you pups! Can't
L wait for this weekend.
%0 Dara
advertisenmeni

Happy Valentine's Day
House Managers! | hope
your day s filled with
lots of love & laughter.
SURPRISE, I'm all of
your secret valentines!

- Jazmine Rodniguez
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Chris Sarafian

Columnist

A boy band's lifeline
doesn’t stretch far across the
palm. This past January, it was
announced that British pop sen-
sation, The Wanted, has decid-
ed to split after their tour later
this year.

S0, what drove the En-
glish lads to their decision? The
group’s bald-headed bad boy,
Max George, confessed to Brit-
ish newspaper The Sum: "Our
personal lives drove us apart—
things started to happen and
we were drifting, We used to
be such a brotherly pact, but it
started to feel like it wasn't The
Wanted anymore.”

Ah, conflicting personal

/

lives—the boy band's arseriic.

S, what does that entail
exactly? Well, any fan of The
Wanted's E! reality show can
tell you the answer: girlfriends
and drinking,

In contrast to the seftled
down hismebodies (Tom Park-
er and Siva Kaneswaran), The
Wanted also consists of the
party boys, Jay McGuiness and
Max George. Then there's Na-
than Sykes, the middleman and
voice of reason. So, how does
boozing lead to the collapse of a
platinum selling group?

First off, it can be said that
this ‘conflicting personal life’
dilemma serves as the final
stratw, The Wanted had fAour-
ished for a while, charting Bill-
boards with their hit "Glad You

The Wanted drowns on booze

The Wanted claim to split due to “conflicting personal lives.” However, the

ongoing tension between the band and One Direction says otherwise.

Came." Despite their success,
The Wanted faced constant
comparisons to their fellow Brit
band, Cne Direchion.

“IThey're] a phenomenon
that no one else can compete
witlh. They've taken over the
market. We have our own fans,
who we love, but we couldn't
stop things from happening,”
says George,

5o, did 1D knock The Want-
ed out of business? Possibly.
Despite having different musi-
cal styles, The Wanted is often
grouped with One Directicn.
This contrast spotlights The
Wanted as the least successiul,
or even the copyrat, act The
Wanted's split fuses an inferior-
ity complex with band drama.

Their breakup illustrates

just how dangerous artist com-
parison can be. One Direction
vs, The Wanted leads fans to
“thoose a side" 'We saw this in
the 905 with Christina vs. Brit-
ney and N"Syne vs, The Back-
street Boys, According o these
match-ups, one rises and one
falls. In the case of One Direc-
tion and The Wanted, it's pretty
obvious as to which mast peo-
ple would consider the ‘loser.

But are The Wanled losers?
No. They're successful —more
so than you or L. Yet, the Hol-
lywood press machine, with
the help of squawking preteen
fandoms, assigns a winner and
a loser to the "brawl.”

This is ridiculous. Really,
"Team One Direction! 1 want
to marry’ Harry Styles!” " Team

The Wanted! T want o have
sex with Max!" First off, mios]
fan support is usually stu-
pid and shallow—people like

to side with whomever they |

deem more adarable, Secondly, |

they're not boxers or football |

teams: they're musical arlists.
Their goal is to create and sell
their art—nol lo smack down
with other performers.

S50. The Wanted i3 over.
Leét's let the group RIP Insfead
of marking them as defeated by
the Ome Direction force of na-
ture, One Direchion didn't KO
them; a lot of other factors did.
Besides, this is how boy-band’s
work: they rise and then they
fall —sort of like a drunk Lind-
say Lohan walking down the

street at three in the morning,

Sunday

Monday  Closed

4pm-9pm

Tues-Wed 17am-9 pm
Thurs-Fri 11am-10 pm
Saturday 4pm-10 pm

Winter Park’s Authentic Italian Cafe
Reserve your table at 407-628-0068
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Palge Timmermann

Whiter

I remember my first boy-
friend like 1t was }’Eﬁtﬂ"dﬂj" His
name was 1rae Schuller, and he
was the cutest, most obnoxious
bay 1 think I have ever met in
my life. Second semester, junior
year of high school, he asked
me put at our Swimming States
after party.

Although 1 was playing
hard-to-get at first, 1 eventu-
ally gave in to his pearly white
smile and stupid Australian ac-
cent (I'm grossed out just talk-
ing about him... ugh), We were
obsessed with each other for
four months straight, but our
relationship was just as high
school as we were, and what [
thought were “passionate feel-
ings", were purely two 17-year-
olds mistaking drama and
highs/lows for “true love”,

Just as we were crazy for
each other one day, the next day
he would do something stupid
and I would end up breaking
up with him, for a day. The
day before prom, 1 recall, we
got into a huge argument over
how he said he was “moving
to Alabama" {long story, but it
was not true), and 1 broke up

&D i WINTER PARK VILLAGE

For menn & directions. visit anolherbrokones pom,

with him the day before prom.
Of course we got back togeth-
er the day of prom and had a
magical night, but that's beside
the point. If there has ever been
a love/hate relationship, it was
“Paige and Trag"

| always wanted to free
myself and break up with that
stupid Australian (I am not say-
ing Australians are stupid at alll
Just that one....), but | thought |
“needed” him and “loved him”
so much that ] was more mis-
erable without him than [ was
with all of the drama, Once |
finally got sick of his s**t and
kicked him to the curb, I grieved
for months about “losing the
love of my life," and | thought
I would never find that level of
passion and “crazy-about-you
love” that I had with Trae.

As it turns oul, 1 remember
Mr. Australian and cherish all
of the things he taught me, but
our on-off relationship was not
healthy—-in fact, il was miser-
able. In essence, my on-off rela-
tionship with Boyfriend #1 was
like my on-off relationship with
swimming after 1 gol imjured,
and [ am sure many injured
athletes can relate to that feel-
ing of loss.
It probably sounds pre-

ANDTHER ————

Broken f‘ﬂ‘? uafe

posterous to relate being an in-
jured competitive athlete to an
on-off relationship with a sexy
Aupstralian (well 1 thought he
was sexy back then), but hear
me out. Just as | mel Trae dur-
ing junior year, I was battling a
two-year shoulder mjury that
required me to get surgery and
take time out of a sport that was
my “identity” and lifeline.

Without swimming, | was
miserable. With swimming, [
was in pain from my injury,
copstantly, My sport, in es
sence, had taken me from just
Faige to "Paige Swimmermann
the swimmer chick”™ and |
didn’t want to let that label go.

I lived and breathed swim-
ming, and it was my dream to
swim for UF in college since
[ was nine years old. Getbng
the sports injury the end of my
freshman year of high school
should have been a sign to let
go, but just like an on-off rela-
tionship, | was that athlete that
refused to withdraw from my
sport, even though the constant
pain | was in made me miser-
able,

Just like with Trae, | would
have rather been miserable in a
sport than without one. It takes
cuurage to move on from some-

r____..._-..-.——'-n—
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Connections between sports and breakups

thing that you love so much,
whether it be a relationship or
a sport, but you will be more
grateful in the end when you
finally take the leap.

Sports, just like relation-
ships, require time and com-
mitment, and sometimes can be
hard to handle. Learning to let
go of something so important
as a sport at which you excel
can be really hard, but if you
are permanently injured, do
you really have a choice? Ap-
proximately 51% of athletes ex-
perience depression with mju-
ry, and this can get severe, with
12% of that population being
suicidal, and the numbers get
even higher in college (Afhleles
Injurtes Go Beyond the Physical,
New Yark Times 2000),

Sports define so many peo-
ple. L know what it is like to not
be able lo identify yourself with
one anymore. Like all other in-
jured athletes, I went through
the stages of denial, depression,
anger, and finally acceptance,
but it took a full “who am 1" cri
sis and two years of fighting my
situation to realize that swim-
ming had its beautiful place in
my life, but it was time to move
on, Now in college without a
sport, it was tough at first to

oy Wimine
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adjust to not having an instant
group of friends in a sports
team, or having something to
identify myself, but there is
alsoa freedom of not being “the
swimmer girl” - 1ove
being allowed o be anyone |
want to these days. Life without
swimming, just like life without
Trae, is awesome and drama-
free! '

To anyone who is go-
ing through a bad breakup or
sports injury (they honestly
are simitar | promise), you will
get through it and laugh about
it later. T thought my life was
over when swimming ended,
and [ was heartbroken when
Trae and 1 were officially over,
but fife always works out in
the end. Those memories are
upsetting, bul also wonderful
and will be cherished forever,
As the cliché goes, nething lasts
forever, and although whatever
you are going through now can
seem overwhelming and life-
changing, just recall this article
and how | am telling you to
never doubt who you are and
your purpose in life, Hold your
head high and stay the amazing
person that you are, and what-
ever your struggle is, it will
make you stronger. | promise.
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