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Paisley: Thirty Cent Cotton at Lloyd, Florida 1916-1919

THIRTY CENT COTTON AT LLOYD, FLORIDA
1916-1919
by CLIFTON P AISLEY *
Reconstruction Era had the price of cotton
N reached the heights
that it did during the period of the
OT SINCE THE

first World War. Very few cotton farmers of 1916-1919 could
remember personally the 44 cent cotton of 1865, or even the
20 cent cotton, for after 1872 and until the beginning of the
war in Europe in 1914, the price remained below 20 cents.
Much of this time southern cotton brought less than 10 cents
a pound, in 1914 it was only 8.9 cents. From this low price
however, cotton advanced to 19.3 cents in 1916, 29.6 cents in
1917, 31 cents in 1918, and 36.3 cents in 1919, the highest in
fifty-four years. 1
Cotton was the principal crop around Lloyd, Florida, in the
years between 1916 and 1919, and the tripling of its price
should have meant prosperity. Almost in the center of Florida’s
small antebellum cotton belt, Lloyd is in Jefferson County, just
on the edge of Leon County. Cotton had been grown around
Lloyd since the 1830s, and just before the Civil War the combined production of Leon and Jefferson counties comprised
27,533 bales; the total Florida crop was 65,153 bales. 2 The
increase in price during World War I, however, meant anything
but prosperity for the Negro tenants who were the principal
cotton farmers. As a bale of cotton advanced in value from
$40.00 or $50.00 to $130 or more, tenants did realize an
increased paper income, perhaps $250 or $300 a year as compared with an earlier $100. The additional dollars, however,
were eaten up by increasing rents, which advanced from a longprevailing $1.50 an acre to $2.00, and finally to $2.50; by the
liquidation of past debt; and by added costs for fencing, fer*

Mr. Paisley is research editor, Office of the Graduate Dean and Director
of Research, Florida State University.

1. Harry Bates Brown and Jacob Osborn Ware, Cotton (New York, 1958),
543. The prices given are averages for the year and may be called,
according to the authors, the “national price” of cotton.
2. Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Agriculture, 19.
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tilizers, and work animals. The boll weevil also arrived at about
the same time as higher cotton prices, thus cutting production.
The experience of tenants during this period can be read
in a thick ledger of the Thomas H. Lloyd Store at Lloyd for the
period 1916-1920. 3 Of the 422 accounts carried by Lloyd, many
are of tenants who traded their cotton for farm implements,
fertilizers, seeds, and other supplies at the store, which handled
principally hardware. Lloyd also kept an account for his own
plantation and those of his sister and other relatives. He sold
supplies to many land owners and independent farmers in the
community which numbered some 200 people. The plantation
accounts indicate that the advance in cotton prices was hardly
any more profitable for landlords than for their tenants and
croppers. Farming, which had been suffering economically ever
since the Civil War, appeared to decline even further during
World War I.
Whether tenants paid their rents in cotton or in cash, the
rents increased with wartime inflation. Thompson Ruffin,
renting land from Miss F. G. McLeod, received $20.58 after
600 pounds of rent cotton were taken from his two-bale 1916
crop. Cotton brought 15 cents a pound on the Lloyd market
at the time, but by the fall of 1919 the price was 30 cents.
Ruffin agreed to pay 1,000 pounds of cotton for fifty acres.
Apparently t h i s r e n t a l a m o u n t w a s a d j u s t e d d o w n w a r d
in view of a short crop, but even after 407 pounds had been
sold at 28.12 cents a pound and 157 pounds at 36.12 cents a
pound his rent account was not settled until he had also contributed $14.00 worth of corn. His rent in 1919 totaled $187.71,
more than twice the $90.00 that he had paid three years earlier. 4
Tom McLeod paid $146.64 in cotton as his 900-pound rent on
the same plantation in 1916. The rent increased from $182.46
worth of cotton in 1917, to $260.10 in cotton in 1918, and $275 in
cotton in 1919 without much change in the amount of cotton. 5
3. The ledger for the store operated by Thomas H. Lloyd (1858-1930),
other business records of Lloyd, a 1911 taxroll for the town of Lloyd,
and some business records of Thomas H. Bond were loaned to the
author by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Bond of Foggy Bottom Farm near
Lloyd. Later they were given by the Bonds to the Robert Manning
Strozier Library, Florida State University, Tallahassee, where they are
indexed as the Thomas H. Bond Business Papers.
4. “Thomas H. Lloyd Store Ledger, 1916-1920,” Thomas H. Bond Business
Papers, 85, 119, 339, Hereinafter referred to as “Lloyd Ledger.”
5. Ibid., 119, 220, 339.
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Landlords had an advantage not readily available to tenants;
they could hold rent cotton waiting for a higher price on an
advancing market. Thus, a bale of Tom McLeod’s cotton deposited September 29, 1918, was not actually sold until April
1919, when it brought 30.06 cents a pound, or $162. 6
Some other rents were paid in cash, but this did not necessarily mean that tenants were involved in an actual cash
transaction. As in cotton rents, payments were taken out of the
fall’s cotton crop after ginning, and if any cash was left over
it was frequently credited against other obligations on the store
ledger. Tenants often rented from more than one owner. When
Ben Turner received $84.11 for 334 pounds of cotton and
$17.04 for cottonseed in October 1917, it did not quite cover his
$111.33 in rents: seventeen acres from Mrs. Annie L. Bond,
fifteen acres from Miss Annie L. Bond, and thirty acres from
T. H. Lloyd. 7 The Lloyd store ledger shows $50.00 cash rents
on Mrs. Bond’s land: Frank Ford paid $50.00 rent on some
thirty acres in 1916, $62.50 in 1917, and $82.50 both in 1918
and 1919; John Hall paid $49.50 in 1916 on some thirty acres,
$66.00 in 1917, $75.00 in 1918, and $78.00 in 1919. Hall’s land
in 1919 included “one acre for cane.” On sixteen and one-half
acres John Brown paid $93.75 in 1916, $125 in 1917, and $156.25
in 1918. In 1919, he rented ninety-two and one-half acres, for
$231.25. Brown received $245.51 for two bales of cotton in
October 1919, which barely covered his rental at $2.50 an acre.
Moreover, he was billed, in addition, $25.00 rent on a mule. 8
Work animals, especially mules, were expensive to buy, and
these sometimes were the source of long-standing debt. The
expense of mule-power in 1916 is indicated by the entry on
Ben Turner’s account, December 2: “amount due on mule note
$145.72.” Oxen were less expensive; on January 16, 1918, John
Hall turned over a large black ox, valued at $50.00, to cover a
balance of $31.30 owed at the store since the first of the year,
and $18.70 remaining on a mortgage which dated from November 24, 1905. It was possible, however, to rent animals. Walter
Ruffin rented an ox for $15.00 in 1916 and a mule for $25.00 in
1917. The $25.00 mule rent paid by Frank Ford in 1916 was
6. Ibid., 220.
7. Ibid., 78.
8. Ibid., 58, 59, 78, 86, 240, 247, 309, 361.
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half as much as what he paid to rent some thirty acres of land.
Short-term mule rentals were arranged occasionally, the labor of
a mule bringing about the same as that of a man. In January
1916, Thompson Ruffin was charged $2.75 for use of a mule for
four and one-half days. The tenants themselves sometimes earned
extra money with their work animals. A day’s work “by self and
mule” earned John Andy Brown $1.20 in 1918, while a day’s
work by “self, mules and cultivator” was worth $2.50. 9
Sick or injured animals ran up expenses. John H. Leonard
in August 1916 was billed $15.00 for treatment of a mare by a
veterinarian. Work animals also were expensive when they broke
loose and foraged on the landlord’s cropland. March Bell was
charged $6.00 and Frank Ford $5.00 on November 6, 1919, for
“damage by cattle on corn.” Some three years earlier Bell had
bought ten rods of fifty-eight inch wire fencing for $7.50, but
apparently this was not enough to confine his cows. 10
A heavy sale of wire fencing, as shown by the store records,
indicates the change of thinking in Florida in the early twentieth century about fencing livestock. In the antebellum times
Leon County planters fenced their croplands, allowing stock to
graze outside along the lakes and watercourses. 11 As long as
rangeland remained plentiful in Florida, a body of statutory
law grew up replacing the ancient common law rule that a man
was responsible for the damage his stock did on another’s land.
Shortly after the turn of the century, however, the development
of many groves and farms in the old rangeland revealed the
need for fences to enclose stock. County agents and other
agriculturists were also emphasizing improved livestock, and
fences helped maintain such stock. By 1912, therefore, the state
agriculture commissioner was advocating a “no-fence” law
which would make fence-building the stock owner’s responsibility, not the owner of croplands.
Many farmers around Lloyd built fences after 1916. In May
1918, Jeff Scurry bought $36.00 worth of fencing, four twentyrod rolls of 28/12 wire at $9.00 a roll. The cost was more than
9. Ibid., 59, 78, 85, 126, 231, 240.
10. Ibid., 58, 60.
11. Clifton Paisley, From Cotton To Quail: An Agricultural Chronicle
of Leon County, Florida, 1860-1967 (Gainesville, 1968), 16.
12. Thirteenth Biennial Report of the State Department of Agriculture,
1913-1914 (Tallahassee, 1913), 9.
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one-third as large as his rent bill of $79.38 on thirty-two and
one-half acres. Forty rods of fencing cost Sol Thompson $21.00
in February 1917. Fencing was a heavy expense for planters
and cattlemen as well as for tenants. Miss F. G. McLeod,
plantation owner, paid $166.25 in March 1916, for barbed wire
for hog and cattle fencing. B. L. Yon purchased half a mile of
twenty-six inch mesh wire in November 1916, paying $36.75
cash; he bought another half mile of fencing for $69.00 in
March 1918. 13
Farmers were also buying better plows and farm equipment.
A Chattanooga double was considered the best kind of plow at
this time. Tom McLeod paid $12.00 for one early in 1917, although at the time he rented only thirty-five or forty acres of
land at a rental of twenty-five pounds of lint cotton an acre.
Thompson Ruffin, another renter, still owed $8.50 in 1917 on a
Chattanooga plow he had bought in 1914. Cultivators, peanut
hullers, and even an occasional wagon, the latter costing $69.00,
became relatively routine purchases. In 1916 Laz Ruffin purchased a Chattanooga plow for $11.75 and a Hocking Valley
corn sheller costing $12.80. 14
Farmers in Leon, Jefferson, and other counties in Florida’s
cotton belt long had been accused of wearing out the land by
too little use of fertilizers. At Lloyd during World War I, fertilizer purchases were heavy, particularly for crops other than
cotton, such as peanuts. Four bags of sixteen percent acid phosphate costing $10.00 were purchased by J. H. Gardner on March
21, 1916, along with 120 pounds of running peanuts and 110
pounds of Spanish peanuts. In June Gardner signed a note for
$37.68 payable on October 1, to cover these purchases. 15
Growing watermelon seed, later a major enterprise in Jefferson County, required heavier outlays for fertilizer than many
other crops, and from the store accounts of this period it appears
that returns were uncertain. In the spring of 1917 John Leonard
bought five sacks of 8-2-0, 10-2-0, and 8-2-2 fertilizer for $19.50,
and 50 cents worth of melon seeds. His return on August 31 was
$56.00 for 560 pounds of seed at 10 cents a pound. In the same
year T. H. Ward sold 162 pounds of melon seed for $16.20,
13. “Lloyd Ledger,” 40, 76, 119, 207.
14. Ibid., 21, 57, 85, 183.
15. Ibid., 66.
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although fertilizer had cost him $10.50. John Leonard, Sr., sold
630 pounds of Irish gray melon seed on August 2, 1919, at 15
cents a pound and this brought him $94.50. In the spring, however, he had bought $22.50 worth of fertilizer and there were
other expenses. The melon seed brought less than twice the
$49.25 he received in May 1919 for 196 pounds of cotton held
over from the last year’s crop which he sold at 25 cents a
pound. In 1918 independent farmers and tenants were paying
for seed and fertilizer and for the bags in which to pack
watermelon seed: Jim Cooper, a tenant, signed a note for $20.00
to cover four bags of fertilizer, and in August he paid $10.25
for eleven seamless bags and four jute bags. 16
John Johnson, a tenant on the Lloyd plantation, appeared
to be typical of the cotton farmers during this period of rising
cotton prices. In October 1916, he sold a 520-pound bale and a
382-pound bale at a price just over 16 cents a pound, receiving
$146.12 for the lint and $17.37 for seed. The 258 pounds of
cotton he sold in November brought $52.02 at a price of 19.87
cents. Much of what Johnson made in cotton in 1916 he paid
out for rent of the three parcels he farmed. But the rent, totaling
$139 at the rate of $1.50 an acre, had not increased from the
previous year, and Johnson, a thrifty and energetic worker, was
able to supplement what he made on cotton by other enterprises. In February he reduced his store account $34.00 for
“boards, repairing house and building, chimney and hauling
lumber.” “Work on wagon and at plantation” earned him an
additional $11.00 in September, and smaller tasks during the
year added to his income. He received $48.27 from his last sale
of cotton in 1916, although this likely went for other necessities
at a different store.
Old debts began to become a burden, however. In February
a debit of $17.00 on one note was entered against his account,
$2.00 was added in April, and in June he was billed $12.38 on
a rent note of the previous year. Another $18.53 owed on a
ten-year-old debt also came up for payment. When he sold
fifteen bales of hay in June the entire proceeds, $8.32, were
credited on this old mortgage and a note dated January 25,
1906. Higher cotton prices in 1917, passing 30 cents a pound,
16. Ibid., 39, 93, 169, 318.
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provided a basis for increasing prosperity, but what Johnson
received went for debt liquidation, heavy expenditures for
capital items, and increasing rents. Like other farmers, he spent
a sizable amount for wire fencing: on May 26, 1917, he secured
forty rods of 28/6 wire and some staples for $20.20, and since
he had to buy on credit there was an interest charge also. On
his 1906 note and mortgage, meanwhile, he owed $54.70. He
received $57.08 from the sale of 233 pounds of cotton in June
1917, but after paying his debts, he had little remaining.
Johnson sold his first bale from his 1917 crop for $91.35,
at a price of 21 cents a pound, but on September 20, the same
day his account was credited with this amount, it was debited
with rent payments which had been raised $34.00 from $139
since 1916. Johnson made two additional cotton deliveries during the fall of 1917: 287 pounds on November 13 at 27.45 cents
a pound, and 231 pounds the next day at 31 cents a pound.
The $151.60 that he received completed payment on his rent,
and there would have been some money left except that Johnson now was billed $35.00 for mule rent for 1916 which had
not been charged, together with mule rent for 1917, a total of
$70.00.
Johnson was employed in a number of odd-jobs in 1918,
grew peanuts and hay for sale, and during cotton-ginning time,
he received record prices for some of his largest bales: on September 7 he sold a 424-pound bale for $128.26 at 30.4 cents a
pound and received $17.52 for seed. He paid $100 in cash on
September 30, probably from another cotton sale, but $70.00
of this paid for the two mules he had rented that year. At the
end of the year Johnson’s balance was $200, but this had to go
on his land rent for that year.
The following year, 1919, Johnson virtually withdrew from
farming, although he still rented ninety-four acres of land for
which he had to pay $235. The Lloyd store accounts show that
he delivered no cotton up to September 22, although in January he had sold $77.60 worth of peanuts. He had a steady income, however, from a job which paid him $1.00 a day. His
old debts meanwhile continued to harass him; between February 5 and September 22, when his account was transferred to
the 1920 ledger, $113.56 of accumulated indebtedness was added
to his accounts due. Instead of renting mules by the year, in
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1919 he rented a mule and plow two days in June, at a cost of
$1.00. 17
If plantation accounts in the Lloyd ledger were typical,
cotton farming under the tenant system also proved to be unprofitable to the land owner. Those operating on cash rent
apparently did better than those charging pounds of cotton per
area farmed as cotton prices doubled and tripled. Apparently
tenants were leaving the cotton-rent plantations for cash-rent
plantations to take advantage of rising cotton prices. Miss McLeod’s acreage, where the cotton rent system was used, produced $453.52 from six renters in 1916, $476.78 from five renters
in 1917, and $477.20 from the same number in 1918. With three
cotton renters in 1919, the rents amounted to $500.21, and
plantation accounts showed an increase over the previous years,
but only because of the $252.50 from the “Tom Atkinson 1919
pear crop.” 18
The cash-rent land of Mrs. Annie L. Bond, a sister of Lloyd,
showed better results: eight renters paid $326.50 in 1915; eleven,
$354.56 in 1916; thirteen, $485.08 in 1917; and twelve paid
$580.75 in 1918. The increase from 1915 to 1918 is not impressive, however, when the advancing cotton price is considered.
A landowner would need other income to be comfortably situated. Mrs. Bond owned other properties, including a boarding
house, Jessamine Cottage, on North Monroe Street in Tallahassee. 19 Although not wealthy, she had a bank account sufficient to cover $1,816.85 in checks drawn against it between
April 19, 1918 and January 21, 1919. 20
An important reason for the failure of higher cotton prices
to boost the economy of this area was the boll weevil which was
reported in Leon and Jefferson counties in the early summer
of 1916; there was evidence it had been in some fields of both
21
counties the previous season. When T. P. Strickland of Iamonia
brought in Leon’s first 1916 cotton bale on August 17, he estimated the crop in his area of the county would be cut in half. 22
Although as it turned out the boll weevil was not that destruc17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Ibid., 63, 140, 229, 292, 331.
Ibid., 119, 339.
Tallahassee Daily Democrat, September 29, 1919.
“Lloyd Ledger,” 29, 131, 316.
Tallahassee Daily Democrat, June 28, 1916; Paisley, From Cotton to
Quail, 38-39.
22. Tallahassee Daily Democrat, August 18, 1916.
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tive, there was a decline of production. Special cotton agent
J. R. Miller reported that Leon County ginned 2,240 bales
through November 14, 1917, as compared with 2,370 the
previous year. There was a further decline in 1918. 23
Farmers were trying new varieties of cotton at this time, including one called Floradora. John A. Scruggs grew Floradora as
early as 1916. He recalled later that it had the advantage of
maturing early and that the staple was somewhat longer than
usual upland varieties. 24 For the most part short staple upland
cotton was grown around Lloyd, but there was a little Sea
Island cotton cultivated. 25 The Lloyd store records show shipment of 6,191 pounds to Sea Island Cotton Ginning Company
at Live Oak on January 10, 1916, the cotton bringing $433.37;
on January 8, 1918, 1,542 pounds brought $323.82 at 21 cents a
pound; and on December 31, 1918, 1,402 pounds sold for
$200.50. 26
With the boll weevil infestation, farmers experimented with
other crops and some successfully raised livestock. The Lloyd
community became a main shipper of watermelon seed and
Jefferson County a large producer of this item. 27 Farmers grew
peanuts, but few were as successful as John Tumpler, a tenant
on the El Destino plantation of the Jones family. According
to J. P Baum, the plantation manager, Tumpler sold a crop
of peanuts from two and one-quarter acres for $163 in 1917.
He then harvested the peanut hay and sold it for $48.50. 28
B. L. Yon, a farm owner, brought in a sweet potato in November
1918, which indicated what the rich soil could produce. The
potato, a Puerto Rican variety, weighed ten and three-quarter
pounds and almost filled a peck measure in the Lloyd store. 29
Cotton, however, continued to be grown by most of the
tenants and farm owners in the area, and the community was
ideally organized to buy, gin, and transfer cotton to market.
Although a community called Bailey’s Mill had existed there
23. Ibid., December 5, 1917, October 8, 1918.
24. Interview with John A. Scruggs, November 22, 1969; “Lloyd Ledger,” 9.
25. Interview with Jim Cooper, September 7, 1969.
26.
“Lloyd Ledger,” 64, 81.
27. Louise H. Edwards, “Looking Through The Post Office Window” (unpublished mss., 1956), Robert Manning Strozier Library, Florida State
University, 12.
2 8 . Tallahassee Daily Democrat, October 22, 1917.
2 9 . Ibid., November 7, 1918.
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earlier, Lloyd had its economic beginning after a rail line was
completed between Tallahassee and Jacksonville before the
Civil War. Workmen started laying rails from Tallahassee in
1857, and in 1858 passengers and freight were moving between
Station 2, as Lloyd was called, and Tallahassee. There they
could transfer to the railroad running from Tallahassee to
St. Marks, the antebellum cotton port for Leon arid Jefferson
counties. In December 1860, the railroad was completed to Lake
City and connected with a line extending westward from Jacksonville. 30 After the war, when cotton was again being shipped
in quantity, it moved over this line to Live Oak, and then by
the Lawton connection to Georgia, where it was shipped to mills
in the northeast. 31 A brick depot was erected at Lloyd, and just
to the west of this depot a long cotton loading platform of
heart pine lumber was built. Two cotton gins were built later;
one was operated for years by Walter L. Bond and the other
by H. R. Edwards. Even though Lloyd’s population was no more
than 200, it had several merchants catering to the needs of
farmers over a wide area of Jefferson and Leon counties, and
they received their ginned cotton in the fall. At various times
these merchants included Thomas H. Lloyd, R. B. Laffitte,
George Dennis, D. B. Mills, and various members of the Bond
family. 32
The enterprising Lloyd merchants not only bought cotton;
when cottonseed came into demand as a separate item, they
purchased this also, providing farmers $15.00 to $30.00 extra
on every bale of lint. The willingness of Lloyd cotton buyers to
purchase the seed made the community an ideal place to have
cotton ginned, and there was a constant movement of cotton
wagons into town in the fall. Some came from as far away as
Chaires, Barrow Hill, and Centerville in Leon County. 33 The
Lloyd store cashed 272 cottonseed tickets issued by D. B. Mills
Co. between September 7 and December 17, 1918, paying
$4,329.58 to the holders. Between October 15 and December 18,
30. Elise Laffitte, “The Old Lloyd Depot,” Jefferson County Historical
Association, 1968, passim; Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, November
28, 1857, October 2, 1858, December 8, 1860.
31. Paisley, From Cotton to Quail, 31.
32. Laffitte, “The Old Lloyd Depot”; Elise Laffite to author November 10,
1969; interview with Jim. Cooper, September 7, 1969.
33. Ibid.; Paisley, From Cotton to Quail, 102.
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1918, it received from Florida Cotton Oil Co. on the Mills
account a total of $6,169.90 for 173,300 pounds of cottonseed. 34
Although cotton farming alone did not always prosper, the
cotton and mercantile business at Lloyd, based on trade over a
wide area of Jefferson and Leon counties, apparently thrived.
In 1911 a tax roll shows cotton merchants and mercantile
interests prominent among the town’s larger taxpayers. Seaboard Airline Railroad was the biggest taxpayer, with an assessed valuation of $10,000. Thomas Lloyd, whose family name
had been given to the community sometime after the Civil War,
had $4,000 in taxable property; B. L. Yon, $3,200; W. F. Sills,
$3,065; R. B. Laffitte, $3,050; D. B. Mills, $2,800; the L. W.
Whitfield estate, $2,700; S. V. Coxetter, $2,200; Virginia Walker,
$2,200; and H. R. Edwards, $2,000. 35
In addition to cotton and merchandising, the Lloyd community, by reason of its location on a railroad connecting
Jacksonville and Pensacola, had one other enterprise. Sometime
after the Civil War, Mrs. George Whitfield, and later her daughter, Mrs. George Dennis, provided dinners for train passengers.
Train No. 36 from Jacksonville and No. 37 from Pensacola
made twenty-minute mid-day stops, and passengers could go to
the Whitfield house for a 75 cent chicken dinner. The occasion
was a delightful one for passengers, and the arrival of the trains
was also an occasion for the community, since many people gathered at the postoffice around train time to pick up their mail. 36
In the decade of World War I, however, cotton farming
suffered a staggering blow despite sky-high cotton prices. The
experience for Leon and Jefferson counties probably was typical
of the Lloyd area. Leon County cotton production declined
from 4,314 bales in 1909 to 2,093 bales ten years later, and cotton
acreage was reduced from 18,504 to 12,781. In Jefferson County
the reduction was even greater for the ten-year period: 6,926
to 1,342 bales and from 26,448 to 8,572 acres. Both counties
also lost population during the period. Leon’s count went from
19,427 to 18,059, and Jefferson’s from 17,210 to 14,502. Most of
the population loss was caused by Negro migration due to
“Lloyd Ledger,” 283, 284, 290, 291, 297-99, 301.
“Taxroll, town of Lloyd, 1911,” Thomas H. Bond Business Papers.
36. Laffitte to author, November 10, 1969; Edwards, “Looking Through
the Post Office Window,” 45-46; interview with Mrs. Lillie Harris, June
27, 1969.

Published by STARS, 1970

11

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 49 [1970], No. 3, Art. 3
230

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

declining opportunities on the cotton farms and job possibilities
elsewhere. 37
Despite the poor showing of cotton and the tenant system
during the first World War period, both cotton growing and the
tenant system continued for many years in the Lloyd area. In
1931 tenant arrangements were much the same as they had been
ten or fifteen years earlier and indeed ever since Reconstruction.
The commodity rental system was still present, but there was a
difference. In the past, rents had been paid in cotton or sometimes partly in corn or fodder; now they were paid in cotton,
corn, crotalaria seed, hay, velvet beans, sweet potatoes, and
syrup. This was at least true of the lands in the estate of T. H.
Lloyd, who died on October 26, 1930. These lands never had
been measured, and it had been the custom to allocate to a
tenant as much land as he, working with a mule, cultivated.
“For a mule from 30 to 40 acres, and on an ox less,” wrote
Thomas H. Bond, co-administrator of the estate, in 1931. “Occasionally it is necessary to estimate on a straight acreage basis
where some Lloyd land is tended by the same team in connection with outside land. To make actual measurements would
be expensive.” 38
Eventually the cotton-handling and commercial establishment at Lloyd collapsed for lack of business. World War II
spelled doom to cotton ginning and the last of the cotton gins,
that of H. R. Edwards, went out of business in 1941. 39 Long
before this some farmers, such as John A. Scruggs, three miles
north of Lloyd, had found it profitable to haul cotton to a gin
at Metcalf, Georgia, which had better rail connections than
40
Diners on the trains replaced the Whitfield-Dennis
Lloyd.
dinner stops, and eventually the trains no longer stopped at
Lloyd at all. The locals were taken off on October 17, 1966. 41
John Scruggs observed his ninety-second birthday on Decem37. Thirteenth Census of the United States: 1910, II, Population, 324; VI,
Agriculture, 308; Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920, III,
Population, 191-92; VI, Part 2, Agriculture, 377.
38. Thomas H. Bond to Judge S. D. Clarke, September 4, 1931, Thomas H.
Bond Business Papers.
39. Laffitte to author, November 10, 1969.
40. Interview with John A. Scruggs, November 22, 1969.
41. The Seaboard Coastline Railroad has given the depot, now well over
100 years old, to the Jefferson County Historical Association for use as
a museum.
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ber 18, 1969, on a place he had farmed for more than half a
century. Coming from Georgia in 1904, he took over a section
of land which had been inherited from John Cason, his wife’s
ancestor. At one time Scruggs had twenty-four sharecropper
tenants, all growing cotton. Although farming has not been
very profitable-he says he has supplemented his income by
‘dealing and traffiking” - he loves to farm, he says, and continued
until recent years. 42 West of Lloyd, Jim Cooper, a son of slave
parents, who was ninety on September 5, 1969, has lived all his
life near Lloyd, most of the time renting about twenty acres of
the Bond land. He continued to make a cotton crop until disabled by age. 4 3 Even though the community has lost its commercial superiority most of its population remains; obviously
the land retains a strong hold on farmers, whether landowners
or tenants.
42. Interview with John A. Scruggs, November 22, 1969.
43. Interview with Jim Cooper, September 7, 1969.
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