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THE AGRARIANS FROM THE PERSPECTIVE
OF FIFTY YEARS: AN ESSAY REVIEW

by WILLARD B. GATEWOOD, JR.

IN the fall of 1930 Harper and Brothers, an old and prestigious
northern publishing house, brought out a collection of essays

by “twelve Southerners,” entitled I’ll Take My Stand: The South
and the Agrarian Tradition. Described at the time as a Southern
or Southern Agrarian manifesto, the collection came into exist-
ence, according to one of the contributors, as “a sort of happen-
ing”— “a coalescence of circumstances and people and conditions”
unlikely to reoccur. The contributors, known as the Agrarians,
were for the most part natives of the rural, small-town areas of the
westernmost South, and most at some point had been affiliated
with Vanderbilt University. Those primarily responsible for
the book had been central figures in a remarkable literary group
based at Vanderbilt and known as the Fugitives, Among these
were John Crowe Ransom, Allen Tate, Donald Davidson, and
Robert Penn Warren. In some respects the Agrarians were “a
translation of the Fugitives into a new, and more public, form
of activity.” Their manifesto, whatever else it was, was a “very
Southern book.” Despite some sentiment to entitle it Tracts

Willard B. Gatewood, Jr., is professor of history, University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville. The books he is reviewing here are: “I’ll Take My Stand:
The South and the Agrarian Tradition.  By Twelve Southerners
[Donald Davidson, John Gould Fletcher, H. B. Kline, Lyle H. Lanier,
Stark Young, Allen Tate, Andrew Nelson Lytle, H. C. Nixon, F. L.
Owsley, John Crowe Ransom, John Donald Wade, Robert Penn Warren].
(Baton Rouge, 1977. xlviii, 410 pp. Introduction, a statement of
principles. $6.95, paper); A Band of Prophets. Edited by William C.
Havard and Walter Sullivan. (Baton Rouge, Louisiana State University
Press, 1982. x, 190 pp. Acknowledgments, photograph, notes on par-
ticipants. $12.95); Waking Their Neighbors Up: The Nashville Agrarians
Rediscovered. By Thomas Daniel Young. (Athens, 1982. xii, 90 pp.
Foreward, preface, notes, bibliography, index. $8.50); Why the South
Will Survive. By Fifteen Southerners [Clyde N. Wilson, John Skelton
Reed, William C. Havard, Fred Hobson, Hamilton C. Horton, Jr., Don
Anderson, George C. Rogers, Jr., Samuel T. Francis, Thomas Fleming,
George Garrett, Daniel B. Sentelle, Thomas H. Landess, Marion Mont-
gomery, Cleanth Brooks, M. E. Bradford]. (Athens: The University of
Georgia Press, 1981. vii, 232 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, con-
clusion, afterword, contributors. $16.00; $8.00, paper).
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314 FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Against Communism, the title finally chosen was taken from the
Confederate anthem.

The Statement of Principles at the beginning of the volume
avowed that “the culture of the soil is the best and most sensitive
vocation, and . . . should have the economic preference.” As
Southerners deeply committed to “a Southern way of life against
what may be called the American or prevailing way,” the Agrar-
ians argued that their own region offered proof of the beneficent
effect of the soil upon the soul. Disavowing any idea of an
“independent political destiny” for the South and occasionally
noting that the region was not altogether without flaws, they
nonetheless placed emphasis upon what they perceived as regional
virtues— leisure, devotion to place and family, a sense of history
and tradition, “scorn for dollar chasers,” manners, and various
other traits in danger of being destroyed by the industrialism
promoted by enthusiasts of the New South gospel. Theirs was a
protest against the material acquisitiveness, spiritual disorder,
lack of purpose, destruction of individual integrity, and other
trends in modern society that they associated with industrialism.
According to Ransom, industrialism was “an insidious spirit, full
of false promises and generally fatal to establishments,” a malev-
olent force which “only a community of tough conservative
habit,” such as the South, could master. Southerners, the
Agrarians believed, “must cultivate their provincial soul and not
sell it for a mess of industrial pottage” lest their region become
“an undistinguished replica of the usual industrial community.”
While conceding that the South might be industrialized “in
moderation,” most agreed with Stark Young that Southerners
should accept industrialism on their own terms, domesticate it,
and create their own attitude toward it. The Agrarians called
upon the South, as the last substantial barrier against mass de-
humanization and the philistinization produced by industrial-
ism, to preserve, indeed to nourish, its peculiarity and to assume
a role of leadership in the counter-revolution against what
Ransom termed the Great Progressive Principle. Small wonder,
then, when in 1973, Sheldon Hackney discussed the South in
terms of being the nation’s largest and oldest counterculture, he
cited the Agrarians as a prime example of the “old Southern
sport of defining an alternative to the national consensus.”
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THE AGRARIANS 315
The initial reaction to I’ll Take My Stand in the 1930s would

scarcely have suggested the place that it would come to occupy
in southern literature fifty years later. While a few contemporaries
viewed it as a work of significance, far more dismissed it as the
musings of a coterie of impractical, misguided, backward-looking
literary men who had constructed an image of an ideal society
without offering clues about bringing it into existence. Though
alternately praised and damned since 1930, I’ll Take My Stand
has rarely been ignored. Despite its popularity as a topic of
discussion and debate within intellectual circles, the book did
not sell well and was allowed to go out of print. When Harper
reissued it as a paperback in its Torchbook Series in 1962, Louis
D. Rubin, Jr., an authority on the Agrarians, provided an intro-
duction in which he described the significance of the work pri-
marily in terms of its literary quality.

Not unexpectedly, in 1980, on the fiftieth anniversary of the
original publication of I’ll Take My Stand, the Agrarians and
their manifesto came in for a good deal of attention. The four
volumes under consideration here were a part of the commemora-
tive effort. Having acquired the rights to I’ll Take My Stand from
Harper, Louisiana State University Press reissued it in 1977 as
a volume in its Southern Civilization Series with a new introduc-
tion by Rubin. An additional printing in 1980 coincided with
the semi-centennial of its original appearance. A Band of
Prophets, edited by William C. Havard and Walter Sullivan
and also published by LSU, consists of six papers and a con-
versation among surviving contributors to the Agrarian mani-
festo which were part of a symposium at Vanderbilt University
in 1980. The same year Thomas Daniel Young, also of Vander-
bilt, presented the Lamar Lectures at Mercer University which
were published under the title of Waking Their Neighbors Up:
The Nashville Agrarians Rediscovered. Why the South Will
Survive is a collection of essays in which fifteen Southerners
ponder their region “fifty years after I’ll Take My Stand.” In
addition to contributions by several of the original Agrarians,
essays by certain individuals, notably Rubin, Havard, Cleanth
Brooks, and John Shelton Reed, appear in more than one of
these works. If the current assessments are any indication, the
Agrarians and their vision of the good life, once ridiculed more

3

Gatewood, Jr.: The Agrarians From the Perspective of Fifty Years: An Essay Revie

Published by STARS, 1982



316 FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

than championed, have now come into general favor. In none
of these works is there anything remotely resembling the devast-
atingly harsh critiques of I’ll Take My Stand that appeared in the
1930s. It may be, as some of the present writers suggest, that the
earlier criticisms resulted from “naive misreadings” of the treatise.
Or, as Donald Davidson said of Gerald Johnson, who thought it
strange that the Agrarians had overlooked hookworm and
pellegra, two of the most visible products of rural life in the
South: he “didn’t understand what we were talking about.” But
what appears to be a new and more favorable consensus in regard
to the Agrarian manifesto is also related to the profound changes
experienced by both the South and the nation since 1930. What-
ever the reasons, the work is no longer viewed as an exercise in
reactionary asceticism but rather as a “forward looking, even
prophetic book.”

The opening essay in A Band of Prophets is by Charles
Roland, a distinguished historian, who provides the historical
context of the Agrarian movement. I’ll Take My Stand, he
suggests, was written partly in response to outside criticism of
the South in the 1920s by H. L. Mencken and others, especially
in the wake of the Scopes Trial, and partly in response to the
mood within the region itself, a mood engendered by advocates
of the New South who appeared all too ready to abandon the
“vital nexus” with the traditional South. Both Lewis Simpson
in his “The Southern Republic of Letters and I’ll Take My
Stand” and Rubin in his “I’ll Take My Stand and the Literary
Tradition” elaborate upon themes that they have developed else-
where. “By transforming the South into a symbol of a recovered
society of myth and tradition,” Simpson concludes, the Agrarians
“would assert the community and spiritual authority of men of
letters and make whole the fragmented realm of mind and letters.”
In pursuing his theme of Agrarianism as metaphor, Rubin
characterizes I’ll Take My Stand as a “poetic work,” as “a form
of pastoral rebuke,” designed “to remind a modern community
of the dangers of dehumanization.” Robert B. Heilman agrees
that the work belongs “to a strong non-localized tradition of
dissent against the commercial and then industrial dogma of well-
being.” George Core’s strange essay, focusing largely on the Fugi-
tives and New Critics, brims with passion against the “numbing
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THE AGRARIANS 317
weight” of the South’s academic bureaucracy and academic mind
on its literature. Despite the obstacles posed by the academic es-
tablishment, he contends, the Fugitives and Agrarians gave “the
South back to the South” and made “it the greatest country of
the American imagination in the twentieth century.”

One of the most thoughtful essays in A Band of Prophets is by
John Shelton Reed, a University of North Carolina sociologist.
Emphasizing the sense of grievance manifested by the Southern
Agrarians, he focuses attention on the similarities between I’ll
Take My Stand and nationalist manifestoes issued by backward
but anti-colonial peoples around the world. Through a sort of
rhetorical alchemy that transmuted vice into virtue and pro-
claimed that backward was beautiful, Reed argues, the Agrarians
sought to “forge a new view of the South’s past and its future”
that inhabitants of the region “did not have to be ashamed of.”
Because the Agrarians were both nationalists and artists, their
manifesto addressed issues more fundamental and more enduring
than the regional conflict that occasioned it. If I’ll Take My
Stand had been merely another sectionalist broadside, Reed
concludes, “it would not have the continuing, even increasing,
importance it does appear to have.”

In his Waking Their Neighboys Up, Thomas Daniel Young,
the biographer of Ransom, begins with an explanation of how
I’ll Take My Stand came into being. Following an assessment of
its initial reception, he then analyzes the wide variety of rhetori-
cal devices employed by the contributors to the manifesto. “To
my knowledge,” he writes, “no other book of its kind in twentieth
century literature offers so many different kinds of argumentation
in defense of a single principle: to delineate what is essential as
opposed to what is superficial and destructive in human society.”
Convinced that the basic attitudes that inspired the writings of
the Agrarians “have had a profound influence upon Southern
thought,” Young is no less certain that their doctrines in the
1980s have a relevance that extends far beyond the South. They
were “prophets all,” striving to awaken their neighbors to the
dangers of sacrificing the aesthetic values for the economic ones
demanded by a materially acquisitive society.

Despite changes in the South and in the nation and the altera-
tions in the relationship between the two during the past fifty
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years, the fifteen Southerners who in 1980 contributed to Why the
South Will Survive share with the twelve who wrote I’ll Take My
Stand a strong attachment to the South, a belief in its distinctive-
ness and the conviction that the region has much to offer “a
troubled nation.” Although the reader is assured that the fifteen
Southerners writing about their region in 1980 avoid the “rancor
and defensiveness” evident among the Agrarians, not all do so.
To be sure, the rancor is muted, but the work in general is a de-
fense of the South, not altogether devoid of defensiveness. Al-
though loosely modeled after the Agrarian manifesto of 1930,
Why the South Will Survive differs in some important ways from
it. The tone is different; the sense of grievance less evident; the
assurance that the “South will survive” greater. Nor can one
quite imagine the Agrarians of 1930 including in their collection
a piece by a black man, a serious consideration of country music,
or a lengthy essay explaining the significance of the southern ex-
perience to the making of American foreign policy. As important
as Why the South Will Survive is, especially as a document of
social criticism, it is unlikely ever to be characterized as any sort
of pastoral or as a “poetic work.” In fact, the contributors are not
primarily literary figures but rather historians, sociologists,
politicians, attorneys, and educators, most of whom come from
the Carolinas.

The introduction by Clyde N. Wilson of the University of
South Carolina sets the tone by insisting that, unlike most books
about the South, Why the South Will Survive frankly embraces
the notion that the region is “a national asset, a priceless and ir-
replacable treasure that must be conserved.” Its primary objective
is not so much to analyze or to criticize the South as to affirm its
values, since, in Wilson’s view, “the South has always been
primarily a matter of values, a peculiar repository of intangible
qualities in a society preoccupied with quantification.” The essays
in this “manifesto of Southern pride,” we are told, abound in
evidence regarding how and why the South came to possess those
factors essential to the nourishing of “the whole fabric of humane
culture that makes for a satisfactory existence.” Anticipating ob-
jections likely to be raised by critics, Wilson attempts to define
the South and to answer those who insist that the South no longer
differs significantly from the rest of the nation. In a view similar
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THE AGRARIANS 319
to that expressed by Stark Young in I’ll Take My Stand, Wilson
points out that a changing South is not the same as a disappear-
ing South, especially if the implication is that the region is dis-
appearing into something called the American mainstream.
American society outside the South has changed so dramatically
in the last few decades, he maintains, that “the South is becoming
more rather than less different.” At any rate, Wilson asks: “Why
should a society dedicated to pluralism exclude from respect-
ability and self-determination its largest and most important and
oldest minority?”

In diverse ways all of the essays in Why the South Will Survive,
in lesser or greater degrees, affirm the worth of the South, its
values and traditions. Some are highly personalized and anec-
dotal; others exhibit a penchant for analysis and broad interpreta-
tion; a few are inclined too much toward irrelevant digressions.
Although most of the fifteen contributors seem certain that “the
South will survive,” there are nonetheless hints that portions of
what was once viewed as the South no longer manifest character-
istics identifiable as southern. For example, Thomas Landess’s
use of the phrase “where the South is still the South” suggests at
least a degree of shrinkage has already occurred.

In the first essay in Why the South Will Survive John Shelton
Reed, as usual, says much that is stimulating and valuable about
the question of southern identity and about why regional
differences appear to be increasing rather than disappearing.
Much of his essay focuses on an analysis of the South’s version of
libertarianism which he describes as “the natural political ex-
pression of an individualistic ethos.” Fred Hobson, a self-pro-
claimed southern moderate liberal among a group described as
largely conservative, appears to be less certain than some of his
colleagues about the survival of a distinctive South. His essay, “A
South Too Busy to Hate,” evidences a nagging fear that the
region, like Atlanta, may not only be too busy to hate but also
too busy to care— about its traditions, virtues, or anything else
other than its business. The South, according to Hobson, defined
and explained itself in and through adversity. Traditionally
Southerners who wrote about their region did so with passion,
either love, hate, pride, or shame. If the South’s tradition of anti-
materialism grew in part out of its poverty, Hobson is anxious
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about the fate of that tradition in an age of comfort and relative
prosperity. He is disturbed too by other things; he believes that
what once was natural in the South is becoming self-conscious;
what once was organic is becoming stylized. Cleanth Brooks, in
his essay on “The Enduring South,” finds much to commend in
Southern religion which he relates to the region’s historic re-
sistance to utopian schemes and to its skepticism about human
perfectability, but he is concerned about “the characteristic
thinness of Southern theology” because it makes the region’s
“residual Christian orthodoxy” so vulnerable to the secular
culture around it. Certainly one of the best essays in the collection
is the one by George Garrett, the poet and novelist. Entitled
“Southern Literature: Here and Now,” his essay analyzes the
state of literary arts in the South and its practitioners and per-
suasively argues that, contrary to predictions about southern
literature being “on its last legs,” the region’s literary creativity
is alive and extraordinarily vigorous. His view of the contribution
of creative writing programs in southern universities stands in
sharp contrast to George Core’s indictment of the academy’s role
in what he terms “the institutionalization of literature.”

The fiftieth anniversary of the publication of I’ll Take My
Stand provided Southerners with another opportunity to engage
in an old and venerable enterprise, namely the contemplation of
the nature, meaning, and value of a distinctive South. The works
under review here, all of which were part of this commemorative
effort, lend credence to David Potter’s observation that the
problem of southern identity is “a somewhat metaphysical
question,” no more likely to be answered to the satisfaction of
everyone than the question of the Trinity. What constitutes the
essence of this identity, to put it in contemporary slang, depends
upon “where one is coming from.” One does not have to sub-
scribe to the particulars of the thesis advanced by Michael
O’Brien in his highly significant Idea of the American South,
which incidentally provides much insight into the mind and
thought of the Agrarians, to appreciate the general validity of
his suggestion that the South, whatever else it may be, is also a
matter of perception. The South, he argues, “is centrally an in-
tellectual perception . . . which has served to comprehend and
weld an unintegrated social reality.” In an era of an increasingly
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THE AGRARIANS 321
urbanized, industrialized, air-conditioned, “post-racial” South,
the region’s social reality would appear to be even less integrated
than at some points in the past.

John Shelton Reed is obviously correct in suggesting that
southernness has indeed become a more complicated business
than it appeared to be in the era of the Agrarians. Fully aware
that it is no longer possible to identify the southern way of life
with agrarianism and that the region’s economy has become less
distinctive within the past several decades, the interpreters of the
contemporary South under review here nonetheless hold to the
view that the region continues to manifest a substantial degree of
cultural autonomy. Their concern, therefore, is with what may
be called the subjective components of southern identity, that is
values, attitudes, tastes, and habits. That these distinctive cultural
attributes will remain sufficiently strong to insure the survival of
the South’s identity is at this juncture more of a hope than a
certainty.

Confronted by what many view as a “troubled nation,” es-
pecially a northern industrial-urban giant in trouble, and by a
South that has experienced modernization, Southerners appear
to be as self-consciously southern, or even more so, than when
they perceived the North as a powerful, aggressive, and imperial-
istic giant bent on obliterating “the Southern way of life.” The
metamorphasis of the Inferior South into a Superior South may
not be as complete as many assume or imply, but the notion is
sufficiently widespread to detect among some Southerners
evidences of a posture reminiscent of that credited by Frank
Owsley in I’ll Take My Stand to the North in its attitude toward
the South: standing in Pharisaical judgment upon the rest of the
nation, beating their chests, and thanking-thee-O-Lord-that-we-
are-not-as-other-men. In view of the manners, skepticism about
human perfectability, and other traits that Southerners presum-
ably possess, preemptive claims in behalf of regional virtues
somehow appear inappropriate, unbecoming, and unsouthern.
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FLORIDA HISTORY RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

This list shows the amount and variety of Florida history re-
search and writing currently underway, as reported to the Florida
Historical Quarterly. Doctoral dissertations and masters’ theses
completed in 1981 are included. Research in Florida history,
sociology, anthropology, political science, archeology, geography,
and urban studies is included.

Auburn University

Ruth Corinne Connor— “Gentleman Phil: Eighteenth-Century
Opportunist. Philip Peter Livingston, 1740-1810” (master’s
thesis completed, 1982).

Robin F. A. Fabel (faculty)— “Economic Aspects of British
West Florida” (continuing study).

Debra Lynne Fletcher— “The Creek/Choctaw War 1765-1776”
(research completed).

Castillo de San Marcos National Monument, St. Augustine

Luis R. Arana— “Spanish Construction and Repair at Castillo
de San Marcos, 1672-1763 and 1784-1821” (research com-
pleted).

Randall G. Copeland, C. Craig Frazier, and Terry Wong—
“Architectural Data, Castillo de San Marcos” (continuing
study).

Kathleen A. Deagan— “Excavation at the Castillo de San
Marco” (research completed).

John C. Paige— “British Construction and Repair at the
Castillo de San Marcos, 1763-1784” (research completed);
“National Park Service Construction and Repair Since
1933” (research completed).

Daytona Beach Community College

Peter D. Klingman (faculty)— “Neither Dies Nor Surrenders:
A History of the Republican Party in Florida” (publica-
tion forthcoming).

[322]
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Flagler College

323

Thomas Graham (faculty)— “Charles H. Jones, 1848-1913:
Editor and Progressive Democrat” (continuing study).

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University

Barbara Cotton (faculty)— “A Study of the Department of
Negro Work on the Florida Agricultural Extension Service,
1917-1965” (continuing study).

Larry E. Rivers (faculty)— “Slavery in Antebellum Gadsden
County”; “Impact of Black Agricultural Extension Agents
in Florida, 1914-1965”; “Statistical Analysis of Land and
Slaveholding in Middle Florida, 1830-1860”; “Impact of
the Tallahassee Bus Boycott on the Black Community,
1956-1958” (continuing studies).

Florida Atlantic University

Donald W. Curl (faculty)— “The Golden Years: Palm Beach
Architecture, 1919-1935” (continuing study).

Kathy Daraz— “Cuban Refugees in Miami: Patterns of Eco-
nomic and Political Adjustments” (master’s thesis com-
pleted).

Harry A. Kersey, Jr. (faculty)— “Seminole Indians of Florida”
(continuing study).

Raymond A. Mohl (faculty)— “Metropolitan Growth and
Political Change in Miami, 1940-1982” (continuing study).

Sandra M. Mohl (faculty)— “Farmworkers and Agribusiness
in Florida” (continuing study).

Keith Tinker— “Blockade Running Through Nassau, 1861-
1865” (master’s thesis completed).

Florida State University

William R. Brueckheimer (faculty)— “The Quail Plantations
of the Tallahassee-Thomasville Region” (publication
forthcoming); “The Quail Plantations of the Southeast”
(continuing study).

David J. Coles— “Florida Troops in the Union Army, 1861-
1865” (continuing study); “Olustee, The 1864 Campaign
for Florida” (master’s thesis in progress).
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Juanita W. Crudele— “Chattahoochee, Florida: From Frontier
to Twentieth Century” (Ph.D. dissertation in progress).

James M. Denham— “Dueling in Territorial Middle Florida”
(master’s thesis in progress).

Glen H. Doran (faculty)— “Archaeology of the Gulf Islands
National Seashore, The Gulf Breeze Area” (continuing
study).

Charlotte Downey-Anderson— “Desegregation and Southern
Mores in Madison County, 1956-1980” (master’s thesis in

progress).
George R. Fischer and Richard E. Johnson— “Underwater

Archaeological Investigation at Biscayne National Park,
Florida” (continuing study).

Frederick Gaske— “The Archaeological Patterns and Un-
written History of the Nineteenth-Century Hotel Period
in St. Augustine” (master’s thesis in progress).

Richard E. Johnson— “Underwater Archaeological Investiga-
tions at Fort Jefferson National Monument, Dry Tortugas,
Florida” (research completed); “The Historical Geogra-
phy of the HMS Fowey” (research completed).

James P. Jones (faculty)— “History of Florida State College
for Women” (continuing study).

Stanley E. Kinchen— “The Nineteenth Amendment and the
Duval County Black Woman: A Perceived Threat To
White Superiority” (continuing study).

Felix R. Masud— “The Cuban Refugees As Political Weapons,
1959-1965” (Ph.D. dissertation in progress).

Janet Snyder Matthews— “History of Sarasota and Manatee
River, 16th-19th Centuries” (master’s thesis in progress).

David B. Mock, Robert G. Stakenas and Kenneth Eaddy—
“History of Vocational Education in Florida” (continuing
study).

Derald Pacetti— “Shrimping at Fernandina, Florida, Before
1920: Industry Development, Fisheries Regulation, War-
time Maturation” (master’s thesis completed); “Federal-
State Jurisdictional Conflict Over Fisheries. Regulation in

Florida During World War I” (continuing study);
“History of Florida Fisheries Regulation Enforcement,
1830-1920” (continuing study).
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Greg Padgett— “A History of the Black Churches in Florida

as an Organ of Protest” (Ph.D. dissertation in progress).
Bruce J. Piatek— “Archaeology of Santa Rosa and Escambia

Counties” (continuing study).
William Warren Rogers (faculty)— “A History of Saint George

Island” (continuing study).
William Warren Rogers (faculty) and Jerrell H. Shofner

(faculty, University of Central Florida)— “Trouble in Para-
dise: A Pictorial History of Florida During the Depression”
(publication forthcoming).

Russell K. Skowronek— “Trade Patterns of Eighteenth
Century Frontier New Spain: The 1733 flota and St.
Augustine” (master’s thesis completed); “Seventeenth-
Century Spanish Colonial Shipping and the Dry Tortugas:
An Archeological, Geographical and Historical Overview”
(research completed).

Fay Ann Sullivan— “Georgia Frontier, 1754-1775” (Ph.D. dis-
sertation in progress).

Burke G. Vanderhill (faculty) and Frank A. Unger— “The
Georgia Fractions: Florida’s Georgia Land Lots” (con-
tinuing study).

Maurice Williams— “The Castillo de San Marcos: A Cross-
Cultural Test of the Determinants of Artifact Patterning”
(master’s thesis in progress).

J. Leitch Wright, Jr. (faculty)— “Creeks and Seminoles: The
Final Years, 1775-1840s” (continuing study); “Black Semi-
noles” (continuing study).

Historical Association of Southern Florida

Robert S. Carr— “Archaeological Investigation of Wagner
House”; “Archaeological Investigation of Flagami Site,
Miami” (continuing studies).

Robert S. Carr and Arva Moore Parks— “Ferguson Starch Mill,
Miami River” (continuing study).

Dorothy J. Fields— “Black Archives, History and Research
Foundation of South Florida” (continuing study).

Arva Moore Parks— “Coconut Grove”; “Mary Barr Munroe,
Resident of Coconut Grove” (continuing studies).
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Thelma Peters— “A Look at Miami Society, 1896-1910” (con-
tinuing study).

Sandra Riley— “Homeward Bound: A History of the Bahama
Islands to 1850 with a Definitive Study of Abaco in the
American Loyalist Plantation Period” (continuing
study).

Ivan Rodriguez and Margot Ammidown— “Wilderness to
Metropolis: the Architectural History of Dade County,
1825-1940” (publication forthcoming).

Jean C. Taylor— “South Dade County” (continuing study).
Patsy West— “Photographic History of the Seminoles and

Miccosukees”; “Seminoles in Tourist Attractions” (con-
tinuing studies).

Historic Key West Preservation Board
Sharon Wells— “Key West Illuminations” (publication forth-

coming).
Historic Pensacola Preservation Board

Linda V. Ellsworth— “Pensacola Creoles, 1860-1970”; “West
Florida Vernacular Architecture” (continuing studies);
“George Washington Sully: Gulf Coast Genre Painter”
(publication forthcoming).

Linda V. Ellsworth and Lucius F. Ellsworth—  Pensacola: The
Deep Water City (published).

Alan Gantzhorn— “The Socialist Party in Pensacola, 1900-
1934”; “North Hill” (continuing studies).

Hong Kong Baptist College
Barton Starr (faculty)— “Loyalists in East Florida” (con-

tinuing study).
Jacksonville Historical Society

Dena Snodgrass with Hershel Shepard, A1A— Research on the
history and architectural field survey of the plantation
house at Kingsley plantation (continuing study, for
Florida Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Recreation and Parks).

James R. Ward and Dena Snodgrass— “The King’s Road”
(continuing study); Old Hickory’s Town, An Illustrated
History of Jacksonville (published).
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Jacksonville University

327

George E. Buker (faculty)— “Union Blockade of Florida
During the Civil War”; “The Corps of Engineers’ Involve-
ment in the Wetlands of Florida” (continuing studies).
“Blockaders, Refugees, and Contrabands” (research com-
pleted).

Joan S. Carver (faculty)— “Women in Florida Politics” (con-
tinuing study).

George Hallam (faculty)— “History of Jacksonville Uni-
versity”; “History of Bolles School” (continuing studies).

Louisiana Collection Series, Birmingham, Alabama

Jack D. L. Holmes— “Andrés de Pas and Spanish Reaction to
French Expansion into the Gulf of Mexico” (publication
forthcoming). “Spanish Coast Guard Activities on the West
Coast of Florida”; “Spanish Mapping and Charting of
Mobile and Tampa Bays”; “Spanish-Choctaw Relations,
1770-1800” (continuing studies). “Do it! Don’t do it!:
Spanish Laws on Sex and Marriage” (publication forth-
coming). “French and Spanish Military Units in the 1781
Pensacola Campaign” (publication forthcoming). “French,
Spanish, and Mexican Forest Policies” (publication forth-
coming). “Gator Hunting” (publication forthcoming).
“Juan Ponce de León: Man of Enterprise, Discoverer and
Conqueror” (publication forthcoming). “The Value of the
Arpent in Spanish Louisiana and West Florida” (publica-
tion forthcoming).

Jack D. L. Holmes with Eric Beerman— “Gálvez” (publication
forthcoming).

Jack D. L. Holmes with William S. Coker (faculty, University
of West Florida)— “José Gabriel y Estenoz’s Historical
Description of Louisiana and Florida (1806)” (continuing
study).

Louisiana State University

Paul E. Hoffman (faculty)— “Chicora Legend and Franco-
Spanish Exploration And Colonial Rivalry in the South-
east, to Ca. 1566”; “Demographic and Economic History
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of Spanish Florida, With Emphasis on the Sixteenth
Century” (continuing studies).

Paul E. Hoffman (faculty), Eugene Lyon (faculty, University
of Florida), and Stanley South (faculty, University of
South Carolina)— “The History of Spanish Santa Elena”
(continuing study).

Mississippi College

Edward N. Akin (faculty)— “Henry M. Flagler, A Biography”
(continuing study).

McNeese State University

Thomas D. Watson (faculty)— “United States-Creek Relations,
1783-1835” (continuing study).

Northern Illinois University

Robert Manning— “The Interaction of Race, Class, and
Nationality: A Comparative Study of Mexican-American
and African-American Labor Migration (1842-1981)”
(master’s thesis in progress).

Rollins College

Jack C. Lane (faculty)— “A Centennial History of Rollins
College” (publication forthcoming).

Stetson University

Timothy P. Egnor— “Fernandina in the Civil War” (master’s
thesis in progress).

Kevin J. O’Keefe (faculty)— “Florida
and the Coming of War, 1898” (continuing study).

Tampa Historical Society

L. Glenn Westfall— “Key West: Cigar City, U.S.A.” (publica-
tion forthcoming); “Lithographic Process used in Cigar
Label and Poster Advertisement” (continuing study).
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University of Central Florida

Richard C. Crepeau (faculty)— “A History of the Melbourne
Village Project” (continuing study).

Jose B. Fernandez (faculty)— “Admiral Jose Solano Bote and
the Battle of Pensacola” (continuing study).

Thomas D. Greenhaw (faculty)— “British Military Presence
in Florida, 1941-1945”; “German Prisoners of War in
Florida During World War II” (continuing studies).

Edmund F. Kallina (faculty)— “Claude Kirk Administration”
(continuing study).

Jerrell H. Shofner (faculty)— “Naval Stores Industry in the
Southeastern United States”; “Black Laborers in the Forest
Industry of the Southeast”; “History of Jackson County,
Florida” (continuing studies); “The Black Press in Flori-
da” (research completed).

Paul W. Wehr (faculty)— “History of Central Florida”; “Keva
Fried Diary”; “Exclusion of Hannibal Square From
Corporate Limits of Winter Park” (continuing studies).

University of Florida

Elizabeth Alexander, Bruce Chappell, and Paul Weaver—
“Calendar of the Spanish Holdings of the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History” (continuing study).

Fred Blakey (faculty)— “A Biography of John Henry Winder”;
“Alburtus Vogt” (continuing studies).

James Button (faculty)— “Impact of the Civil Rights Move-
ment in Six Florida Communities, 1960-1976” (continuing
study).

Bruce Chappell— “A History of the Diego Plains in the Second
Spanish Period” (continuing study).

William C. Childers (faculty)— “Garth Wilkinson James and
Robertson James: Abolitionists in Gainesville During Re-
construction” (continuing study).

David Colburn (faculty)— “St. Augustine, 1964: Community
in Racial Crisis” (publication forthcoming).

Caroline Johnson Comnenos— “Florida Sponge Industry: A
Cultural and Economic History” (Ph.D. dissertation com-
pleted, 1982).

Ann S. Cordell (Florida State Museum)— “Ceramic Tech-
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nology at a Weeden Island Archeological Site in North
Florida” (master’s thesis in progress).

Kathleen A. Deagan (faculty)— “Adaptation and Change in
Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine” (continuing study).

Charles H. Fairbanks (faculty)— “Introduction to ‘Archae-
ology of the Florida Gulf Coast’ by Gordon R. Willey”
(published).

Michael V. Gannon (faculty)— “A Short History of Florida”
(continuing study).

Patricia C. Griffin— “Tourism and Festivals: St. Augustine,
Florida, and Bala, Wales” (Ph.D. dissertation in progress).

E. A. Hammond (faculty, emeritus)— “History of the Medical
Profession in Florida, 1821-1875” (continuing study).

Barry Hart— “Archeological Testing of Selected Sites on Fort
George Island” (continuing studies).

Earl Ronald Hendry— “David Levy Yulee: A Biography of
Florida’s Railroad Pioneer-Politician, 1810-1886” (Ph.D.

dissertation in progress).
M. Al-Ankary Khalid— “Comparative Study of Residential

Structures Case Studies: Kuwait and Jacksonville” (Ph.D.
dissertation completed, 1981).

John Paul Jones (faculty)— “History of the Florida Press As-
sociation, 1879-1968” (continuing study).

Stephen Kerber— “Park Trammell of Florida, A Political
Biography”; “Ruth Bryan Owen: Florida’s First Congress-
woman” (continuing studies).

Eugene Lyon (faculty)— “The Conquest of Spanish Florida,
1568 to 1587” (continuing study): “The Spanish Presence
in North America” (continuing study).

Bruce E. Marti— “Maritime Containerized Export Flows:
South Atlantic and Gulf Ports” (Ph.D. dissertation com-

pleted, 1982).
Kevin M. McCarthy (faculty)— “A Cultural, Literary, and

Historical Tour of Florida” (continuing study).
Jerald T. Milanich, Jefferson Chapman (faculty, University

of Tennessee), Ann S. Cordell, Stephen Hale, and Rochelle
Marrinan— “Toward an Understanding of the Prehistoric
Development of Calusa Society in Southwest Florida—  Ex-

18

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 61 [1982], No. 3, Art. 7

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol61/iss3/7



FLORIDA HISTORY RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 331

cavations on Useppa Island, Lee County” (publication
forthcoming).

Jerald T. Milanich, Ann S. Cordell, Tim A. Kohler (Washing-
ton State University), Vernon J. Knight, Jr., and Brenda
Sigler-Lavelle— “McKeithen Weeden Island: A Pre-Missis-
sippian Culture in North Florida” (publication forth-
coming).

Raymond K. Oldakowski— “An Analysis of Deviant U. S.
Population Residential Shift: The Out-Migration From
the Sun Belt” (master’s thesis completed, 1982).

George Pozzetta (faculty)— “Ethnic Interactions in Tampa,
Florida, 1885-1930” (continuing study).

Samuel Proctor (faculty)— “Florida Slave Interviews”; “His-
tory of the University of Florida, 1853-present”; “Florida’s
Civil War Governors” (continuing studies).

Peggy Jo Shaw— “Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings of Cross Creek”
(master’s thesis completed, 1982).

Marvin T. Smith— “Archeology of the DeSoto Entrada in
Florida” (continuing study).

Richard Stauffer— “Third Seminole War” (Ph.D. dissertation
in progress).

Paul Weaver— “The History of Preservation in St. Augustine”
(master’s thesis in progress).

Arthur O. White (faculty)— “William N. Sheats: A Biography,
1851-1922” (continuing study).

Patricia R. Wickman— “St. Augustine’s Minorcans, 1777-1784”
(master’s thesis in progress).

University of Miami

William Brown— “Prehistoric South Florida: A Bibliography”
(continuing study).

Frank Marotti— “Felix Zubillaga’s La Florida and Monumenta
antiquae Florida,” translating and annotating (continu-
ing study).

University of Missouri

Antonio F. Holland— “Nathan B. Young: Black Educator”
(Ph.D. dissertation in progress).
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University of North Florida

James B. Crooks (faculty)— “Twentieth Century Jacksonville
History” (continuing study).

Daniel L. Schafer (faculty)— “From Scratch Pads and Dreams:
A History of the University of North Florida” (publica-
tion forthcoming). “British East Florida” (continuing
study).

University of South Carolina

George C. Rogers, Jr. (faculty) and Lawrence S. Rowland
(faculty, University of South Carolina at Beaufort) —
“History of Beaufort County, South Carolina” (continu-
ing study).

Michael C. Scardaville (faculty) and Karen Harvey-“St.
Augustine Revisited: A New Look at Old Places” (con-
tinuing study).

University of South Florida

Tom Ankersen— “Coping with Growth: The Emergence of
Environmental Policy in Florida” (master’s thesis in pro-
gress).

Charles Arnade (faculty)— “An Architectural History of Pasco
County” (continuing study).

Ray Arsenault (faculty)— “Florida Politics and anti-Semitism
in St. Petersburg” (continuing study);

Gary Mormino (faculty)— “History of Tampa” (continuing
study).

University of Tampa

James W. Covington (faculty)— “Federal and State Relations
with the Seminole Indians of Florida Since 1858” (con-
tinuing study).

University of Texas, Austin

Linda D. Vance (faculty)— “May Mann Jennings: Florida’s
Genteel Activist” (publication forthcoming); “Women in
Conservation” (continuing study).
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University of West Florida.

William S. Coker (faculty), Fr. Francisco de Borja Medina,
and Lucien Delson— “The Battle Orders for the Siege of
Pensacola, 1781” (continuing study).

Jane G. Dysart (faculty)— “Social Characteristics of Pensacola
Before 1860” (continuing study).

Jane G. Dysart and Lucius F. Ellsworth (faculty)— “The
Eastern Creek Indians” (continuing study).

Lucien Delson— “Andrew Jackson and The Battle of Pensa-
cola, May, 1818: A Reappraisal Based Upon the Spanish
Documents” (continuing study).

Lucius F. Ellsworth— “Lumbering in Northwest Florida
During the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries”
(continuing study).

James R. McGovern (faculty)— “Biography of General
‘Chappie’ James” (continuing study).

Thomas Muir, Jr.— “W. A. Blount: A Biography” (master’s
thesis in progress).

George F. Pearce—  U.S. Navy in Pensacola From Sailing Ships
to Naval Aviation (1825-1930) (published) “West Indies
Squadron and American-Caribbean Diplomacy, 1823-
1841”; “W. A. Blount and the Election of 1910”; “Henry
Mustin: He Did Not Curry to Favor” (continuing studies).

Valdosta State College

Fred Lamar Pearson, Jr. (faculty)— “Anglo-Spanish Rivalry
in 17th and 18th Century Florida”; ‘Spanish Indian Re-
lations in the First Spanish Period” (continuing studies).

Joseph Tomberlin (faculty)— “The Brown Case and its After-
math” (continuing study).

Consulting and/or Research Historians

Mildred L. Fryman— “Papers of the Florida Surveyor General
to 1908” (continuing study).

Paul S. George— “Ku Klux Klan Activities in the 1930s”; “Mi-
ami’s Police During the ‘Roaring Twenties’“; “Evolution
of a Penal System in Dade County”; “Early Black Com-
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munities in Miami”; “History of Miami, 1896-1930” (con-
tinuing studies).

David J. Ginzl— “Structural Change in Florida Banking”
(continuing study).
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