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The thr e docum nts pr ented here are part of a corpu of 
documents generated by Spanish Florida's authorities as part of 
their efforts to thwart th pread of British influ nce among anc -
lor of today' Mikasuki and Seminoles living along the hatta­
hooche River in th 16 Os. Seventeenth-c ntury Spaniards ' 
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CLOAK D D GGER I MAlA HI OLE PROVl ICE 77 

the two vi llages that were dominant over th re t, north and outh. 
aueta, a ista, and Colome spoke Muskogee or Cr k, a languag 

imilar to that of Florida' modern Seminoles.4 But occasionally 
Spaniards alluded to northern as well a outhern town a part of 
Apala hicol Provinc , probably in a melding of the unity r ultin 
from au ta ' h g mony and re pect for the sti ll surviving pre mi­
nence of the chief of the town of Apalachicol among the outhern 
towns and the degr e of independence they till njoy d. 
Ta quiqu , th north rnmo t town, spoke Yamasee , a language 
v ry similar, if not identical, to Hitchiti.5 h Ocuti also probabl 
w r Yama e -sp aker . 6 

The Yama ee of thi era were a very numerous, scattered, and 
div rse people about whom littl e i known. Som th n liv d in 
Gual and Timucua t rritories along Georgia' coa t; oth r had 
ettl d among th hattahoochee River people; many Iiv d 

among the British of South Carolina. Still oth r , like the pie of 
th la t two of th s documents, were immigrants to Apala h 
Province, whom paniard referred to most commonly as Tama, 
Tamaja, or Tam a-Yam a ee.7 

Wh n paniard poke of the Apalachicole Riv r in th 1670 
and 1680s they intend d a tream that combin d today 's Apalachi­
cola and hattahoochee. But at som e point prior to 1740 th al 0 

began referring to the two tream as th 'River of the Chacatos" 
for a people living in the vicinity of Marianna until 1675 who e tab­
lished a village on that riv r by the 16 Os. The Chacato ' name, ren-
d r d al 0 a ha tos and Chatos, is probably the source of th 

4. William Bartram , Trav(-/.s oj WiLLiam Bartram, d. Mark Van Doren ( w Yo rk, 
1955),365-66; Crawfo rd , "So uth a tern Indian Languages," 2--27; Di go d la 
PeJ'ia, Diary of thi Trip, of palache and of the provin of palachecol 
o rd red to b made by the nor Gove rnor and Ca ptain Ge neral Don P dro d 
Oliver y Fullana, AGI, SD 43, t ts n 0 11 lion (he reinafte r C) (fil d unde r 
1717) P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, nive rsity of Flo rida, Gainesville ; 
P fi a to Juan de Ayala Es obar, O tober 8, 1717, in Mark F. B yd , "Do urn n LS 
D s ribin g th cond and Third • xp ditions of Lieutenant Diego Pena to 

paJache and palachi 0 10 in 1717 and 1718," Flo'rida H i to'rical Quarterly 3 ] 
(O ctobe r 19 2), ] 34; J o h n R. Swa n ton , Early H istory oj the reek In dians and Their 

eighbors (Wa hinglon , D .. , 1922). 
5. Pe na, Diary 1716; P ri a to yala cobal" 1717, in Boyd , "Docum e nts De cribing 

the econd and T hird Expedition of Li ut nant Di go Peii a to pala he and 
paJachicolo in ] 71 7 a nd 171 ," 134. 

J o hn H . Hann , " l. ugu tin ' Fallout from the Yama ee War," Florida H istorical 
Quarterly 6 (October 1989), 1 5. 

7. John Hann , Apalarilee: T he Land between lhe Rivers (Gain svi1l , 19 ),33,35-37; 
Chapman]. Milling, Red CaTOlinians ( hapel Hill , 1940), passim. 
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CLOAK AND D GG R J APALACHICOLE PROVI E 79 

imilar to the We to in bing a fear d predatory p opl Tho e 
mention d h r probably came from a ettlement on the Choc­
tawhatchee. Later Spaniards ref, rred to them a Yuchi, who are the 
U ch of English source . Th hine , a people from we t Florida 
po sibly r lated to the Chacato, lived in a mis ion settlem nt in 
Apalachee during thi ra. Th Ticopache, th Tukabachee of En­
gli h ources, migrated to th hattahoochee from th Upper 
Creek country. The Tawasa lived just b low the junction of the 
Coosa and Tallapoo a Rivers at this time. Th ir ethnic identity is 
di puted. The Chacato m ntion d here had been living among 
them sinc an attempt on the life of their friar in 1675. Nothing i 
known about the id ntity of the Estanani. Chica a wa a native word 
m aning abandon d village site . At thi time all of the riv r town 
in th vicinity of today 's Columbu wer located on the we t bank 
of the river with th xception of Casista. 12 

Fray Mercado wrote hi lett r in November 1685 som time af­
te r Math os ' return from hi first foray into the Apalachicole 
country. Matheos addr ed his two letters present d her to Gov-
rnor Juan Marquez Cabrera a little over three month aft r hi re­

turn from hi cond xpedition in early February 1686. On that 
foray he had burned th four northern town who I ader had re­
fu ed to parley with him or to promi to end their contact with the 
British trad rs. 

In the wake of Matheo' fir t expedition, the rgeant-major 
Domingo de Leturiondo had conducted a formal vi itation of 
Apalache Provinc during which he int rvi wed veral Apalachi­
col I ad r , the town of Apalachicol ' ChiefPontocolo,1 3 Achito ' 
Chief Acolaqu , and auocola's osinulo,14 y: fane Juan. On talking 
with tho leaders, L turiondo perceived that neutrality wa tll 
river towns ' policy at that time. Consequently, he warned the gover-

12. J ohn Hann , "The Chacato Revolt Inquiry," in Visitations and RevoLL in Florida, 
1656-1695, Horida Archaeology 7 (1993) , 3]-75; "Florida's Terra Incogni ta: We t 
Florida's a tiv in the ixteenth and Seventeenth entury," Florida Anthropolo­
gist 4 (1988), 61-107; "La t vente nth- entury Forebears of the Low r Creeks 
and Se minole ," Southeastern Archaeology 15 (1996) , 66- 0; Do mingo de Le turi­
ondo t Marquez abrera, ovemb r 28, 1685, GI, D 639, vol. 3 of oleccion 
"Mi ion Guale," doc. dd .,JTLC . 

. Hi name was spell d els where a Pentecolo . 

. Osinulu or usinulo among the Apalachee meant "beloved on ." It was applied to 
a particular on (or possibly daught I' in th ab nc of a o n ) . Special ro) 
were a 'sign ed to th u inul both in pregame ceremonies for th baH game and 
tho e that accompanied th e raising ofa goalpo t. S Hann, Apalachee, 104. 
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CLOAK DD ER I AP LA HI OLE PROVl CE 

tier 8 de por alia) , say that he aw four Engli hmen who w r 
h lping th Indian in the place of Osuchi in th on truc­
tion of the coun il house (obra de buxio) that th y w re 
building. He must giv hi opinion on thi (el deuia de juz­
gar) that the Engli hmen w r something el b cau e he 
aid that th y w re not very big, that they are whit , and 

that th yare hort like the Spaniards, and that the other 
are in Caueta. And that on of them [isJ marri d , in their 
manner of peaking, with a ni c of Juiaui, kin woman 
(deuda) of th caciqu of San Luis. The aid Indian r -
port d thi b fore the Fath r preacher Arguell [andJ be­
fore me and th cacique of Sauocola, who per uad d and 
ord red (mando) 19 the aid Indian, who, b cause he had 
e n th m , h him elf should go and tell it to your honor. 

I am making this report 0 that, if omething hould hap­
pen, I will not b at fault by omission. I have nothing to a 
as to thi place; that I have aid more than nough. Only 
that I had ight m n at mass today. May God prote tour 
honor and give him all the health that I desir . Santa Cruz, 
today Sunday. haplain and friend of your honor.= 

1 

Fray Juan Mercado 

2. Antonio Math 0 to Juan Marquez Cabrera, San Lui , Ma 
1 ,16 6. 

Senor overnor and Captain General: 

I received th on from your lord hip dated the twenty­
third of th pa t month, which came from hand to hand 
and rea h d min on the thirtieth day of th said mon tho 
And imilarly I rec ived another one from your lor 1 hip of 
th twenty-sixth of th said [monthJ , that Rodrig 
Xim ' n z brought and that r ach d my hand on the tif­
t nth day of the urrent [month]. And my not having re­
spond d to thi one imm diat ly, a your lord hip ordered 
me, has been becaus none of the Indians whom I had 

. Lite ra ll this xpr ion mean "befo r the day b for ye terday," a an/ier i a 
011 quial form of antea)ler, whi ch m an "day befor ye te rday." Th friar may 

we ll have meant "th day b fo re th day befor y t rday," but tha t e ms a 
lum y wa of aying "three days ago .' 

] 9. Mando h r could be rend re I al 0 a ' "sent. ' 
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CLOAK D DAGGER I APALACHl OLE PR VI CE 3 

cro the river, they went to Tasquique,22 where, and in Co-
10m ,they welcomed them very well and aid to th m that, 
although th Christians had burned th ir villages, th y 
had patience [with them] , because they [themselve ] had 
th ir guilt, although the ones entirely responsible w re the 
cacique of Casista and Cabeta, who had d c ived and n­
tangled all the re t in bringing the Engli hm n and forc­
ing them to receive them. And they had gone to th wood 
and , for thi reason, they burned their pIa e . But, that if 
another [ uch] occasion cam up, they would not flee. For 
th y kn w now how the Spaniard conducted them elve . 
In au ta, they gave th m th same r c ption as in Ca ita, 
giving [them] to understand that, even though they w re 
planting, they did not intend to remain there . And, ac­
cordingly, th said spi al 0 say that there is nothing at all 
done or b gun to be don [in the way of rebuilding] in 
th two places. 23 And in the oth r two , which ar olome 
and Ta quique, there are many, both fini h ed and begun. 

The aid spies also tated that Apalach cole's cacique told 
them that they hould come at full sp ed to warn me that, 
while five m n from his plac w re hunting in the chicassa 
of alo a ,24 which i five day distant from the aid pro inc 
by trail, they had heard many hots and that from afar th y 
had n very many people who wer c ming toward th 
Flint Ri r. That they did not de termine what p ople they 
wer b au e th y had en them from afar. And on of 
th fiv who was hunting left at onc to give thi n ws to 
the aid caciqu . For thi [r a on] the aid two pie r­
mained there and to learn what p ople it is. They al 0 
tat d that the aid cacique to ld th m that he would be on 

the lookout by posting entinels. And on learning what 
p ople it was, whether they were Englishmen , hichime­
cos, or hi cas, and whe ther they were coming to that 

o nnor c py rendered this as Taiquique, but re produ d it as 
Tasquiqu when th name n xt appear d . 

23. Thi rai es the po ibili ty tha t Caueta and Ca i ta m oved eastward in 1686 rathe r 
than at th d cad ' end wh en Span iard pia ed a fo rt o n the hattahooche to 
b abl to re pond qui kly to Engli h intrusio ns. 

24. onnor ' copy pe lled it alossa. Its id n tity i unknown. la te r rep rt ugge ts 
that the travele rs were an Englishman and Yamasee fro m Charle Town. 
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C OAK AND D AGGER 1 MALACHI OL PROVl E 85 

in Timucua, very good, and that it turn red (colorada) 
wh n it is burn d at the fire. 30 

The caciqu ofTabasa [Tawa a] came and brought twenty­
four hristian men and worn n. I did not give him the ax 
or th bead as your lord hip ordered m in your [1 tter] , 
becaus h had gone aIr ady. That it would have bee n a 
hame to giv th m to him. For he is the v ry greatest 

dog;31 for they set out on the trail in hi presenc 32 when 
two of hi va al were coming. And they want d to kill one 
of them, who had carried my m sag, but th hacatos 
turn d n them ( olbieron sobre ellos) 33 and aught on . And 
they gave him a very good bating (vna valiente soua) . And 
one wanted to fini h it off with a mall hatch t if he who 
carri d the message had not told him not to do any uch 
thing a I had not order d them to do harm to anyone. 
And if things wer not in the shape that they ar , th ca­
ciqu would not have gone until the r t of th Christians 
would have come. And they brought the valiant one tied 
up (y trujeran amarrados al valiente) . 34 But it i n eces ary to 
di mbl until his San Martin arrives.35 I reckon that all of 

30. In the onnor c ion this sentenc is followed by: "I h all mak an inve tiga­
tion a to what district it is in," which i mi sing in the tran criplion that Lan­
ning made. 

31. Math 0 wa fond of callin g th Indian "dog." 
32. In thi ph ra and in the o n lhat fo llow it, it i not cl ar who i th anl d nt 

for "hi ." 
33. I have not found any word th at re embl s albieron that fits thi contex t. vVh en I 

translated th e nnor ver ion of th document in 19 7, I re nde red "salbieron 
sa/Yre ella " a "turn d n them." I hav retain d that rendition beau e it fits the 
ont xt f th nte nce that fo llow. 

4. My renditi n f thi phrase is tentative beau "valien te" is singular and its 
apparent modifi r "arnarradas" is plural. The import of thi e nten c and the 
on that immediate l precede it i vagu a it is not I ar wh th r Matheo wa 
thinking of detain ing the ch i f by for e or wheth r h wa permitt d to I ave 
qui ckl b cause he lacked th food to D d him or the mun ition to cope with a 
pos i bl howdown. 

35. San Martin probably wa th nam of a hip bringing n ded uppli s. But 
Matheo may have u d san martin in its colloqui I e n th t " ·omeone who 
e k onl hi own pleasure will have a day of r koning wh n h will have to 
uffer." 

12
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CLOAK D D GGER I APALACHICOLE PROVl NCE 87 

necessary to communicate from there with the Indian of 
la Mobila,41 who are twelve leagu e distant from Panzacola. 
That these Mobilas have never com to thi province a 
they hav wars with the Panzacolas. And it would not be 
difficult to acquire reports about the aid bay by p aking 
with them. Farther on beyond the Mouila 42 and the river 
of this nam i that (el) of E tanani, which i three days by 
trail ,43 although the first (primer) pIa e of thi provin e, 
which i called Ducascaxi ,44 is, according to what th Indi­
ans ay, ven day distant from the sea, going b way of the 
aid river. And it app ars so to m according to th ailor's 

chart. That this river i fifty league distant fro m th aid 
bay.45 That if this (esta) [province] of Apalchicole were not 
in the state that it i , with your lordship giving me permis-
ion a I request d la t y ar,46 one could go to and come 

back fr m Panzacola and E tanani [by land ] in Ie than a 
month. And I would give your lord hip reports tha t would 
b all but certain (sino zertesas)47 about the said bay. I 
reckon that, unl ss (sino) thi investigation i made first, 
th r will not be much a surance at th I as t of the exp di­
tion being uccessful. Your lord hip will d ecide on every­
thing as h may pI as . 

I dispa tch d th maiz to th lieutenant of Timucua. Ac­
cording to the report that I have had, I r ckon that it [or 
h e] i aIr ady in anta F ~ e.4 Four Indian were n ec s ary 

4l. The Lanning copy has " obila" h re, but it is Mobila in th Connor copy and 
Lanning u d "Mobilas" ju t below, referrin g to th peopl . 

42. Th onnor copy render d this as "Mobila." 
43. The Con n o r copy ha "four day. " th "el' ugge ts that th I' was a riv r named 

Estanani a "river" is th only ma ulin ant cede nt for "el' in thi cont xt. 
44. Buca caxi was the sp lling in the on nor copy. want n did not mention E La­

nani or Ducascaxi . 
45. T h e Connor 0PY has "not nfty leagu e distant." 
46. When th governor learned of the La Salle ttlem nt, Matheo had volun­

t r d his s rvic s to go to look for it or ga ther information on it. Th gov rnor 
order d tll e building of one or two galliots in palach ee for that purpose. 

47 . M renditi n h ere is tentative. ino an b re nd red al as "if not," "except, 
unl , besides oIly" and "otherwi e.' 

48. The mi ion of anta Fee or a point on the river of that name within itsjuri di c­
Lion wa a tran ~ r point wh ere produ nt to t. Augu tine via th fluvial­
coastal-fluvia l of the ucilla, Gulf, and uwannee was put on packhor s belong­
ing to anta Fe's chie f for the r maining di tan t t. ugu tin e . To obaga 
Indians living in palachee hand led th tran port as far as the Santa Fe Rive r. 

14
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thi provinc [Apalachee] and that he had fl d from his 
companion for thi r a on. Remaining in th e aid pot 
until the next day, he heard three shots at mid-day fr m 
the direction of the place of Apalachecole. And hi com­
panion al 0 w raying that the Yama e (el yama ) and 
the Engli hman had aIr ady ntered into th aid plac , I 
mean to ay mpanions to th maste rs (? anD )51 of th 
hu es where thi aid py was. A man from the aid place 
arriv d at this time in s arch of sesina,52 and he certifi d 
what he wa peaking of. And on seeing thi , the aid spy 
hid the bow (? la cony a) , 53 arrow , and quiver and took off 
in th dir ction of th aid place of Apalachecole, placing 
a de r kin ov r his shoulder to disguise him If more (di -
imularse mas) becau e everyone from that provin ordi­
nariI walks about in thi manner. And on approaching th 
aid plac , he met a young man (muchacho) who took th 
aid py for a native of that coun try ide becau e he saw 

nothing trange in his garb (traje) or in his peech (lengua) 
because h understands the aid province very well. And 
on arriving dos to the house of the said village of 
Apalachecole with the aid young man, h aw that th y 
wer placing s ntine! along th trail with th ir mu k ts. 
And wh n th said spy went toward wh re the aid Yama-
ee (yan eses) were, as he i one also, they b gan to con­

ver and h to dissimulat a before. And they told him 
that they wer p sting those s ntin I just in a orne 
peopl from palach should come. And on going with 
them a far a th council hOli (bujio) of Apala hole, 
he saw that all the caciqu , men, and women, and young 
people (muchacho )54 were coming to ee th new p ople. 
And he also aw the other py, his companion, to be eated 
on a b nch (barbacoa) 'peaking with om Yame [ i ] 
amon tho who had com . And so, as h aw hi aid 
companion, he called this py over and mad him sit cIo 

89 

5 ] . Aiios, meaning "years," doe not make nse in thi cont xt. I am a uming tha t 
it i a opy; t ' error for amos. 

52. There appears to be no lIch word . Con i abJ it is a misco pying o f cacina, the 
native tea. 

53. The re is no uch word as conya. Th context ails fo r "b w" ((trco). In e rting an 
"r" be tween " ta" and "conya" wo uld provide th w rd "arco." 

54. M uchachos could b r ndered a ls as "y ung me n ." 
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whom h ncountered . And that th young p ople (much­
achos) had b n divided among the brave (valienttes) 59 and 
th y had given the worn n to th nglishman exc pt f, r 
on who had di d in her place from grief (pesadumhre) and 
from not wanting to eat. And that the Engli hm nand 
th y had what they had n d of, powder and balls a w II a 
provi ion and, that ships would set out for t. ugustine, 
becau e it wa a place [that wa J land of the Engli h 60 and 
that another lik numb r would com e to Apalache by 
land, which are little places and it would t fire to all of 
them . 

The aid p tated also that he saw an Indian nt r with a 
sucuchi'l of food and an Engli hman behind him , going t 
wher the recently arrived on wa. And the mbraced 
on anoth r a if they were giving the weI a m to each 
oth r. And th Indian who cam with the said Engli hman, 
on coming to where the said spy wa , and th other Ya­
rna , h a k d them if th y had encountered an English­
man who wa going ba k to an Jorge with sam 

hi him a to obtain arm and munition . They replied 
to this that they had met him in the chicasa of Calo a. 

The aid py al a tated tha t all the cacique of that prov­
inc were there excep t for the on of Cauetta. And that 
the one from Ca ista w th one who di tribut d th En­
gli hmen 's order . 

And wh n th two spies saw everything that wa occur­
ring, they resolved to com to giv me a report. But they 
[the ApalachecoliJ did not p rmit the other on , b cau e 
of [hi J being a caciqu , to go out t an ar a without a 
sentinel. And a they did not take any care with thi oth r 

59 . Valienles could be rendered also a " o urag o u or valiant on 

1 

60. Th English of th e tim brazen l mad thi laim on the basi of land grants by 
their King harle II plac ing outh arolina's borde r a littl e SOUtl1 ofSt. ugus­
tin , ign ri ng 100 years of pani h cupation f that site and of oth rs north 
of it. 

palach word for a con tainer of ome sort. 1 have e n it in 
"sucuche de lolocano." Tolocano wa the palachee' equivalen L 
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design of the English and the trail they have used. Your 
lord hip will di po e about the re t that i to be done. 
There ar few munition [here]. The oldi r com from 
there and do not bring any. And there is no end to its be­
ing xp nd d h r , 0 that it i nece sary [that] orne 
come at least. May God presel e your lord hip for many 
years. San Luis, May twenty-first of sixteen hundred and 

ighty- ix.= I ki the hand of your lordship. 

93 

Anttonio Matteos [sic] = 

Th fat of the cacique- py remain unknown. Herbert E. Bol­
ton state that Governor Marque Cabrera sent a third xp dition 
to the Apalachicole country to capture Englishmen reported to be 
th r and that Cabrera' ucce or launched two more expedition 
prior to sending a garrison to build a fort there late in 1689.6 Bol­
ton provid d no details on the la t three expeditions and docu­
mentation for them, similar to what Math 0 provided about hi 
fir t two forays, has not appeared. Only the building of the fort in 
Apalachicole country i imilarly documented. 

6~. The building of tha t fort, however, is we ll documented as is its abandonment as 
we ll. 
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