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A St. Augustine Crime Passionnel 

by Vivien Miller 

T he crime passionnel is not formally r cognized in North 
American law. Nev rtheless, any reading of nineteenth- and 

ad -twentieth-century southern court records and pardon files r -
veal that, as acts of int rpersonal violence, crimes of passion ' g n-

rated by thwarted love , jealousy, [and] hatred that rise to th 
I v I of ob e ion" were not uncommon.' One such crime was per­
p trated by Alexander Campbell. Thi wa the unusual cas of a 
middle- las white man who was convicted of first-degree murder 
in a Florida court in 1 91 and ent to the convict lease t m 
wh re h remained for a on id rabl 1 ngth of time. Thi parti u­
lar Florida crime pas ionnel ugge ts way in which culturall on-
tructed notion of outhern manhood and womanhood hap d 

th attitude of attorneys judges, and juror , the way in wh ich th y 
evaluated criminal r ponsibility, their d t rmination of the appro­
priate punishment, and ub qu nt appeal for cI m ncy. 011-

trary to popular ter otypes factors uch as money and cIa did 
n t alway guarantee 1 niency in outh rn courts where, in c rtain 
contexts, privil ged d .£ ndants could exp ct little syrnpath ti 
treatment. Neither education nor ocial position diminished moral 
and I gal r p n ibility and an act of viol nc by a so ially advan­
tag d d fendant oft 11 received greater scrutiny than one comm.it­
ted by omeone of limited education and means. 

Vivien Miller is sen ior I turer in Ameri an tudies at Middlesex nivers it in Lon­
don and author of C1ime, e ual Violence, and Clemency: Florida ' Panlon Board and the 
Penal stern in the Progressive Em (Caines ille, Fla., 2000). 

1. Lawrence M. Friedman , rime and Puni hment in American H i lory ( few York, 
]993),8. 
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470 FLORID HI TORICAL Q ARTERLY 

In int rra ial rim g nder and cla s w r th mo t impor-
tant factor in outh rnju ti ; ind d, ampb 11 ' crim of 1 0 

m d to hay few miti ating cir urn tan a tran plant d 
Baltimore nati h wa an "ou id r" whil hi victim wa a popu­
lar pr tty and virtuou xampl of whit outhern womanhood 
who hould ha command d prot tion and chivalry from amp­
b 11 rather than hav b n at th r i ing nd of a iolent act 
br u 'ht on b his inability to ontrol his pa ions. The e circum-
tan e en ur d that during th pring of 1891, the Campbell cas 

'\I uld be one of Florida gr at h adlin -making murd r trials. In 
th ir arch for a credible explanation for th ir client action that 
w uld p r uade juror of Campb 11' inno n e of pr meditat d 
murd r, hi attorneys s ttled on temporary in anity. Th ir abili ty to 
pr nt u ssfully an insanity d £ n wa limited, however, by 

nd r d d finitions of m ntal iBn w 11 a the medico-legal 
prin i pI f th ra. 

Mami J ph wa born in New York in 1 70. Shortly after h r 
hirth , h r mother parated from and divor d Mami 's father 

hom th Time Union d crib d di mi iv I a "a Spaniard call d 
R b Ih .' M ther and daughter mov d to Florida wh re Mami 

nr 11 d at t. ugustin 's ovent of St. J o ph.2 By th 1890 , the 
ung'i oman had grown to be "tall in tatur and had dark kin .. . 

th faire t fl w r of th native element of St. Augu tin ."3 

B S pt mb r 1890 tw nty-thr -year-old Alexander Campb 11 
had eIved as b kk P r and clerk in the St. Augu tin Tran £ r 

mpan for ten month. Initially attracted to Marni Jo eph' 
b uty, Campb 11 oon b am p e iv . He allegedl threaten d 
to kill h r if h did n t marry him. Sti11 ,1o eph received ampb 11 ' 
lat st proposal "in all kindne ," but refused him. In tll arlyaft r­
n n of Monda , S pt mb r 29, h w nt to th Jo eph's home to ask 
wh arli r that day, he had broken th ir n ag m nt b wa of a 
hand-writt n not d Iiv r d by h r maid to hi offic. v ral wit­
n r mark d later tllat Campb U' demeanor was "unusual" and 
tllat h app ar d "eli tre d. " Later that aftenloon h r turn d , thi 
tim brandi hin a pi tol. Ent ring th hous without knocking or 
rin 'n foratt ntion Campbell bur ti1lto th parlorwh r Mami , 

2. 7~ion) 21M.a 1 91. 
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CRIMEPA [0 NEL 471 

her mother, and i t r at. 4 As Campbell pointed the pistol at Mami 
h r mother begged him not to shoot. Lizzie Johnson, an Mrican 
American dome tic, ran to th young woman' assistance and pu)) d 
her outdoor a ampb 11 fir d th fir t shot. He wen t after th m , 
chased the two worn n into a n ighboring gard n , and fired again. 
When Mamie tripp d and £, 11 backward onto a bed of flower h 
begged Campbell not to kill her, but "h fired hi third shot through 
her heart '; she died in tantly.5 At the sub equent trial , Georg 
Johnson informed the ourt that after the hooting Campbell kn It 
by the body, smiled, and cried "Poor Mami ."6 

Like John on, oth r pro ecution witnesses who provid d ru­
cial te ·timony a to th circum tances of the shooting and amp­
bell's demeanor w r Mrican American. Alexander ovington 
had pursued Campbell and th two worn n, then placed ampb 11 
under citizen' arr t. Major Argrett, a black police offic r, took 
charge of the pri on r and delivered him to the St. John' County 
jail. By then, an angry mob had begun to form. As Argrett lat r t -
tified, "I told th driv r to hurry up to the COUl"thOU ,a 1 was 
afraid h would be taken from US."7 

Mamie Joseph ' funeral took place on th morning of Octob r 
4 a a ritual display of community mourning. Held in St. Augu t­
in ' Catholic ath dral , th funeral wa well attended; the town ' 
tor and bus in esse do ed from 9:00 t 10:00 a.m . as the bod wa 

laid to rest in the San Lor nzo or "New" Cemetery, and a flag on an 
unidentified public building was lowered a a mark of r p ct. 
Mourners ent flower to Mr . Jo eph, who was described as bing 
"prostrate with grief."8 

In d ath, Mami Joseph came to mbody" tru outhern wom­
anhood" and the cultural expectations as 0 iat d with that image­
one with its roo in th ant bellum South but incr a ingly at odds 
with th reali ty of outhern women 's live by the late nin teenth 
century. In the popular imagination, unmarried southern ladi 

4. Ibid . nfortunat ly no ourt r rd pe rtai ning to this a urviv in ith r t. 
J o hn Coun ty or Duvalounty. The DuvaJ ount Cir uit Court trial records 
pe rish din th J a ks nvill fire of May 3, 1901. 

5. Ibid .; White Death Records 1 2-1921, Re rd of th a thedral Pari h t. 

ugu tine , Fla. ] 3. 
6. tatemen t of Fa ts T< tifi d to at th e Trial, ] , in AjJpliralion Ca e Files, J 887-1923 

Florida tat Pardon Board, Record Group 690, ri 443, Box 174, Fil 78 , 
Florida State Archives, TaHahas e. 

7. Ibid. 
Ti:me Union, 5 October 1 90. 
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I of chastity and paragon of virtu , and w r ex­
ttain p ronal fulfillm nt in marriage and moth rhood. 
ivil War, how r, an increas in the numb r of £ mal -
u hold cr at dan w, alternative mod 1 of capabl 

and ur d uth rn womanhood. B 1890, women's educa­
tional and w rk opportuniti had multiplied, and "the notion that 
for a w man indep nd nc wa onl ac eptabl wh n it was a grim 
n ity ' rod d.9 Still, n th.ough defeat and po t-war co­
nomi an d mographic ondition did much to undermine th 
outh rn patriarch, th imag of th southern lady wa slow to di 

and in fa t ntinu d to play an important rol in haping outh-
rn r' attitud , th inking and b havior. S ci tal a umption 

about th indi p nsability of marriag to a woman' self-id ntity 
r for Mr . Jo eph' neration than that of her daugh-
n a attitudes toward c urtship and marriage b "an to 

n w tyl of outh rn womanhood, the majority of £ -
h wifehood and moth. rhood ov r th alt rnati es. 

M n ' imag of outh rn worn n changed mor lowl than 
vi w of th m Iv , and it wa th male p r p tiv that 

d central to uth rn criminalju tic s st m . Th law em­
tandard of ju tic ' mbedd d in notions about prop r 

d finition of manho d and womanho d and conc p of moral 
purity' that w re mor ' traditional" than 'modern. '1 0 outh rn 
c ur r fl t d outh rn mal ' expectati n that female d £ n­
dan and vi tims b pa iv (except ' hen th were being s xually 
a au lt d) , virtuous, r p tabl and cha t , P ciall if th w r 
unmarri d . An a 'es m nt of mal responsibility wa bas d in sig­
nificant m ur on how fiU h th court de med th femal victim 
t ha Ii d up to so i tal standards of r p tabl womanh od. 

hr u h it 1 gal y t m , oci ty protected a woman ' honor, 
nam nd reputati n , and provided r dre for th victim. on -
qu ntl , a w man ' fai lur to liv up to the xpectations, po ibly 
thr ugh h r infid lit and su p t d mendacity, provid d exculpa-
t r fa t r in a in mal riminal r pon ibility and , in 

d violen lNithin th boundari of a ceptabl 
con tructions of prop r womanhood and man-

9. Ann Firer o tt, The outhern Lad : h om Pedestallo Politic. , 1830-1930 ( hi a 0 , 

1970) 4 , 13 . 
10. lizab th PI ck, "Wi£ -B ating in ine t nth- ntu ry Arn eri a," Viclimoiogy 4 

Qa nu 1 1979): 72 . 
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hood threatened devastatin c n qu nce for Mrican Am rican 
and lower-cIa whit femal d £ ndants, but even a middl - la 
woman" status did not guarant I niency. As in the ampb 11 
ca contemporar g nd r d onc ptions of criminal r pon ibil­
ity wer crucial in assessin culpability in crim of passion. 

The law embodied tandard of justice which rested on tradi­
tional definition of rna culini ty and expectations of male condu t 
a w 11. The Campbell fam ily of Baltimore was of good middle cIa 
tanding and reportedly had "be n on term of intimacy" with St. 

Augustine 'sJoseph family for many years. Alexander Campb 11 had 
b en groomsman at the w dding of Mamie Joseph 's i t r. He fell 
in lov with Mamie and beli ved h fe lt the same. Following hi ar­
r t, Campbell cIaimed that hand Jos ph had b n ngaged for 
several month , but h had broken off the engag m nt that morn­
ing citing her par nts obj ctions. Whil Campb 11 a t d as the un­
fairly rej cted fiance, the Joseph famil chara terized him as a 
deluded and un uccessful suitor, refuting Campbell' account and 
ass rting that although he had a ked her to marry him on e eral 
occa ion Mami had r fused ev ry oft r. The fami l stat d that 
th oupl had n ver been engag d' and although Campb 11 pr -
ent d Mamie with a ring, h had n v r worn it. lI 

Whit middle-cla sAm rican exercised the freedom to marry 
whom th ey chos for nearly a c ntury, but late-nin teenth- ntur 
parents sti ll exerted orne control ov r their daught r' hoic of 
hu band . Thi was the case for Mami Jo eph, if we believe h r ex­
planation to Campbell for r j cting hi offer of marriag : that her 
par nts object d to the match. Social xpectation requir d a man 
to b able to support a wiD b for he could marry, and a young 
man' occupation, incom , and temperament could b ground 
for objection from both th woman and h r parents. 12 At th trial, 
Mrs. Jo eph te tified that her daughter indeed wa ngag d to 
Campbell twelv da b for the shooting and had a cepted an en­
gag rn nt ring.1 3 Her testim ny ugg ts that Mamie, rath r than 
h r parents, rna have had h r own reasons for r jecting ampbell 
a a uitabl li£ partner or felt ambivalence toward marriag itself, 

] 1. Times nion, 1 ct b r, 2 
12. Ellen K. Rothm n, H ands and H earts: Hi tory of Courtship in America ( e \ York, 

] 9 4) , 217; E. An thon Rotundo, Am.erican Manhood: Transformation in Mascu­
linity from the Rf'Volution to the Modern Era ( w York, 1993) ] 14. 

13. Statement of Fa 15,2. 
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whi h after all, wa till a power r lation hip ba d on male domi­
n n . In pit of th d cline of covertur and Ie al chang which 
had alter d th mat rial onditi n of wifehood ov r th previou 
fifty ar marriag continued to have deeper impli ation for 
w m n than for m n. 

In hi stud of whit middle-cla north rn men of th nin­
t nth c ntury Anth n Rotundo argu d that courtship wa a very 
tr ful und rtaking which inflicted mu h pain, embarrassm nt, 

and humiliati n on young men. Thi wa largely b cau young 
m n had difficulty understanding th obj cts of their lov , ob e -
i n , and d ir . M n th ught courtship elicited th wor t in 

, om n , hom th y c n id red insincer vain, manipulati ,and 
readil willin to mak £ 01 utofmen. Whil uch opini n r v al 
mal urities ov r ntral i u of power and dominance, the 

of courtship w r uch that women could refu or frus­
r but could not actively eek out partners. "Young men 

kn w th ri k d pain and humiliation in ourtship," Rotundo 
n t d " nd the defend d th m lve with tubborn emotional re-

n 

ndu t w r communicat d to young women via the mother­
daught r relation hip which hi torian Nancy Theriot d ribed a 
th or p ri n of nin te nth-century £ minine accu ltura-

ti n. '16 In explain ing to her daught r th proper r lation hip be­
tween m n and worn n, and in teaching her the d tail of 
d m tieity, Mami 's moth r may al 0 have communicated h r 
p ronal di appointm nt concerning the marital r lationship. 
This, tog th r with childhood memori fp chological pain and 
r ~ tion foIl wing h r par n ' divorce , rna hav informed 

14. Rotund , American Man}wod, 90, 104, llO, 112-113. 
15. R thman, Hands and Hearts, 199. 
1 . Ibid. , 200' an M. Theriot, Mothers & Daughter in ineleenth-Century America: 

The Bio ocial Construction oJFemininity (Lexington, K. , 1996) ,42-43,64. 
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Mamie s action. Wh th r h r rej tion of Campbell was an indi­
vidual act of rebellion, an a rtion of her right to som control 
over her future , or an a tin d fer nce to her parents ' wi h , it t 
in motion a tragic chain of v nts that she could not have for n. 

During hi fir t ourt app arance, two days after th murder, 
Campbell was "in ami erabl c ndition ... du to lack of sl p and 
much crying." He pI ad d guilty to murder and refused coun 1; 
and Justice P. ro k r d cid d to r commit Campbell to th t. 

Johns County jail. The d i ion proved providential. ampb 11' 
econd night in cu tody wa fraught with danger. A mob of v ral 

hundr d person gath r d n ar the jail, and a "citizen' ommit­
t e" called on Deputy Si Davi to let them take charge of th pri­
on r. 17 In killing Mamie Jo ph, alnpbell had brought di honor 
not only to himself but al 0 to th Jo eph family. Honor-th gen­
d r d ode of c nduct for whit outhern men-required immedi­
ate vindication of thi "h inous" act. Mamie Joseph had no broth r 
to av nge her d ath, and th re is no evidence that h r t pfather 
participated in the att mpted lynching of Alexand r ampbell. 
Rather, memb r of th t. Augu tine community, om of whom 
rna hav b en r lat d to th decea ed, took it upon th m lve to 

level "community justice." Deputy Davi refu d to giv up his pri -
on r, xplaining to the citizen's committ that 'the prison r i in 
my charge and I am fully pr par d to carry out th law to th bitt r 
end, ' and en uring that vigilanti m did not take place b for for­
mal criminal ju tic proc dings start d. l Davi' action sugge t 
an incr a ing professionali m among law enforcement offi ial of 
late-nineteenth-c ntury Florida, but, disturbingl , it wa at a time 
when th lynching of Mrican Americans rea h d pidemic propor­
tion . Po sibly, it was his situation a a white defendant that n ur d 
Campbell's right to due process. 19 

B mid-March 1891 , Campbell' attorn y -Walter A. Davi , 
Frank W. Pope, and W. A. M William -petition d for a hange of 
venue, arguing it was the only way to nsure a fair trial. Th motion 
wa d ni d as was a de£ n requ t £ r continuanc , and Judge 
Crocker set a trial date for March 17 in the St. Johns County ircuit 
Court. A venire of on hundred per on was called. On th fir t day 

17. Times Union, 2 tob r 1 90. 
18. Ibid. 
19. Edward L. r Vengeance and Ju lice: Grime and Punishment in the 19th-Century 

American South ( ew York, 19 4) 252. 
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cond d fen e motion for 
tran ferred to Ja k nvill 

rage mal citiz n ho n at random, but 
of p opl "h w re excluded or could x­

u th m I e fromjur duty. In] 90 Florida, those xcu d in-
Iud d a ttorney ', judg ,t ach r , doctor , pharmacists, mini t r 
f r ligion fir m n , and t I graph op rat r . In capital ca , th 

pro uti n also could hall n e anyon who wa oppo ed to the 
d ath p nalty. Juror w r to presume a d £ ndant innocent and 
tr at him a if he wer a mpl te strang r with no hi tory, but thi 
could b probl matic wh n formingjury pools both in mall towns 
u hat. u ustin and n in larg r iti s such asJack onvill .22 

Ind d , at th nd of th ampbeU trial, on juror wa found gu,ilty 
f p Ijur : h wa r lat d t the victim and h r family and had 

b nov rh ard to a "that ifh was put on th jury he would hang 
th pri n r.' Al 0 b th 1 90 , it wa not unu ual for Mri an 
Am rican m n to b call d £ r jur s rvi in Duval ounty, and 

ral w r a ailabl for th ampbeU trial. One potential bla k 
jur r J. S. Bartl tt, how ver, fail d the voir dire proc -"di mi ed 
ant bein int 11i ' nt nough and having an opinion of the mat­
t r f ampb 11 ' uilt. When th jury wa form dfinall ,J. H. 
Br wn ,. a its 01 Mri an Am rican m mber.23 

Th r wroth rob rver in th courtroom. In th late nine­
t nth ntUl att nding criminal trial provided a popular pa tim 
for b th women and m n. rowd expr d their impre ion of 
d £ ndants a obj cts of fa cination, r vul ion, or pity. On Ja k-

nvill r porter lam nt d th pr nc of larg contingents of 
ouno- ladi who att nd d th Campb 11 trial each aft rn on "to 
'az upon th pri oner and gratify a m rbid urio ity b a 10 
rutin of all of th featur of a man who slaught red hi w t-

ir uit ourt f t. J o hn 
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heart because he wa onsumed with a elfi h j alou y that would 
rath r see her dead-slain by his hand-than have h r the wi£ of 
another."24 For thos who could not que z into th courtroom, 
newspapers such a th Times-Union provided d tailed coverag , 
allowing readers to attend the trial vicariou 1 . 

The mother of de£ ndant and victim provid d much of th 
courtroom drama. Campb 11 ' fifty-five-year-old mother nt r d 
the courtroom on May 19 a thejurywa bein I cted. Sh "cam 
in and placed her arm around the prisoner's neck, kissed him and 
wept bitterly as Lfher h art would break."25 Mrs. Joseph arriv d th 
next day as the trial b an, "heavily veiled in black and on th arm 
of her econd hu band"-a vi ion of phy ' ical w akne and d p n­
dence on male prot ction in thi very public arena. Both worn n 
played well the g nder lin which were drawn firm! in outh rn 
court proceedings and the criminal ju tice ystem as a whole. In 
late-nineteenth-century Florida courtroom , women were onlo k­
er , victims, witnesses and defendants, but they ran no trial, did 
not s rve on jurie , and did not appear as litigants. Th law wa a 
rna culine public pr £ sion and, a a frat mity which engag d in 
adver arial debate and v rbal jousting in the highly tru tur d 
ar na of the courtroom, lawy r con tituted a masculine commu­
nity which alienated and intimidated women.26 As late-nin t nth­
century feminist Ant in tt Brown Blackwell wrote, th law wa 
"wholly masculin ," and its language expr ssed th "thoughts, fee l­
ings, [and] biases of m n."27 Dispassionat de ision making equat d 
with re ponsibl manhood; dispen ing justice wa an xclu ivel 
patriar hal duty.28 Th thick clouds of mok manating from ci­
gar-puffing attorney andjudge atte t d furth r to the male dom­
inanc of Florida courtroom . 

As th trial began, th defens team imm diately entered a 
pi a of "temporary in anity." M dicaJ experts on insanity, 1 ad d 
down with books, were consulted at length. The legal d finition of 
in anity rested on the McNaughten test, formu lated by Engli h 

24. tat rn nt of Fa ts, 5. 
25. Time nion, 20 Ma 1 
26. Mi hael Gro b rg, "In titutionalizing Ma cu]jnit : Th Lawa a Ma ulin e Pro­

fes ion, ' in Meanin TS for Manhood: on lructions of Masculinil in Victorian A menca 
d . Mark . Carne and I de Griffen ( hicago, 1990) , 135-151; Rotundo, 

American Manhood, 212-21 3. 
27. Ant inette Brown BJa kwe ll , as quoted in Rotundo, American Manhood, 212. 
28. Grossbe rg, "Institutionalizing Masculinity," 141. 

9

Miller: A St. Augustine Crime Passionnel

Published by STARS, 2000



47 FLORID HI TORlCAL QUARTERLY 

Hio-h Courtjudg in 1843 and adopted in the United States in th 
cond half of th c ntury. It pIa ed mpha i on reason, on know­

in o- an a t wa wrong. Quit simply, if a de£ ndant wa in ane, he 
could n t know right from wrong and could not be re pon ible for 
ommitting a rime . Some tat supplemented McNaughten by 

add ing th con pt of 'irr i tible impulse , ' premi ed on the the-
r that rtain ondition had the power to af£ ct human emo-

tion without necessarily d troying cognitiv functions. "29 A 
d [, ndant wa in ane th r fore if he was unabl to keep his pa -
sion in h ck "eith r b cau e of some lesion in th brain or ome 
d p- ated flaw in th n uron . " 30 

uthern m di al authorities perceived mental iUnes a a phy -
i a1 di a e "root d in physiological dy function or in anatomical 
( r tructural) di order of the brain or nervous system."3! Nine­
t nth-century d finitions of m ntal illne in the South were pre­
mi d on rac S cial Darwinism, and biological d terminism­
b ause m n and women or black and whites were biological oppo-
it ,each carri d ' parate burd n of sanity." vVith regard to th 
au s of in anity xperts di tingui hed between "predi posing" or 

h r ditar caus and "exciting" or environm ntal and 0 ial fac­
tor which w r h avily gender d. Male "exciting" cau t mmed 
fr m 'n rma!' rna uline activitie ofindu try, tudy, or bu ine ; fe-
mal manat d from women's dome tic duties 
and men trual cycl . John Hugh found in his study of lat -
nin t nth- and ad -twentieth-century committals to th Alabama 
In an lum th urc given in patient records for m n ' mad­
n " ugg t a mor alue-laden description of men, who b th ir 
0\"'11 uncontrolled or exce ive actions brought on their own insan-

" whil female madne s was de med unavoidable. 32 

Whil Florida courts did not recognize the "irre istible impul e," 
th y did ac pt "t mporary insanity," a condition whereb but for a 
pas ing moment apr on wa normal and emotionally stable. Thi 
was th d £ n e that Campb 11 's lawyers proffered a a proactiv 
trate to say th ir client from the gallows. Th y d pict d Camp-

_9. Ibid . 144. 
30. Fri dman , rime and Punishment, 144-146. 
1.J hn . Hugh ,' Labellin :T and Treating Black M ntaJ IlIne in AJabama, 1 61-

1910," Journal oj outhern History 58 ( ugust 1993) : 438. 
3_.John tarr tt Hugh ,"Th Madn of eparal pheres: Insanity an d Ma cu-

lini t in Vi t rian A1abama,' in Carnes and Griffen, ed ., MeaningsJor Manhood, 
,57. 
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bell's as a crime passionel; th hooting of nineteen-year-old Mami 
Joseph was best explained by a family history of nervousne , on­
sumption, epilep y, and neuralgia r vealed in his moth r' t ti­
mony. Three of Campbell 's Baltimor fri nd t stified that h wa a 
young man of good habits, but h di played an often errati and 
melancholy disposition and was ' weak-minded"; they referred to 
him as "Crazy Campbel1."33 Both inside and outside the courtroom, 
lawyers, judg , and doctors debated how to interpr t insanity and 
the defense's presentation of Campbell' mental tate. The artificial 
line between medical and legal insanity, and the relationship be­
tween mental health and criminal responsibility, w re open to con­
flicting interpretation. The retributivist or utilitarian concept of 
punishment as a mean of deterrence and des ert, as advocated by 
many Florida residents and much of the pr , conflicted with the 
"Progressive" empha i on environment and ci ntific evaluation 
advanced by younger attorney . In everal ca e of the era, tension 

merged between the legal meaning of in anity (and its mphasis 
on awareness of wrongdoing) and the medical que tions of mental 
iUne or disease. Judges, jurors, and executiv members of th 
state board of pardons wrestled with the i u with mixed results. 

Expert medical witn ss for the defenc wa Norman V. Howard, 
Confederate veteran turned law student th n medical graduat 
who, following completion of his studie at vVashington University 
in St. Loui in 1871 , erved as Superint nd nt of the St. Loui Hos­
pital for the Insane. Mter thirteen years of exp ri nce in treating 
mental illne ,h resigned for health rea ons and relocat d to 
Orang County, Florida. Wh n th freeze of 1 94-1 95 de troyed 
his citrus busine , Howard moved to Sanford where he opened a 
general medical practice and became neurologist and a istan t 
chi f urgeon for the hospital d partment of the Plant Railways. 
Eventually, Howard b arne president of the tat Board of Medi­
cal E amin r .34 By the early tw nti th century, he would b one of 
th most influential medical professionals in Florida, but at the 
time of Campbell' trial, he wa' engaged mor in his citrus ventur 
than hi medical practice. 

Howard diagno ed Campbell with two forms of pilepsy that, 
with limit d flow of blood in his brain, produced an "in ane t lTI-

33. talemen t of Facts, 2. 
34. R.H. Rerick, MernoiTS a/Florida, 2 vol. (Atlanta, 1902), 2: 569. 
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pram nt." Wh n qu tion d on whether th di ea e m ntion d 
by Campbell ' moth r w r hereditary, th doctor respond d , 

. Epileps , catal p , n uralgia, paral is, 
. n ral d rang ment and a d ir to commit uicid all 

dep nd on ad nerated condition of the n rvou tern 
of th brain. Th nerve c nt r ma be compared to el -
tric batteri connected by wir . Th n rve centers end 
n r for ov r to variou parts of the bod . If a cent r i 
affect d in a par nt another center or th same one i af­
fected in th hild. If th r are many enters affected in 
th par nt these ma be affected in the child.35 

Howard n Iud d hi hour-long 1 tur ,,\lith th a s rtion that 
[h] p rformed th deed in on of tho e automati state of dou­

bl d r di order d nsciousn 'from whi h ampb II uf£ r d 
p ri di all . 6 Ac ordingl this m dical condition nsured that 

ampb 11 could n t know what h wa doing at th time of the 
murd r. 37 Whil a hi tor of childhood illnes and traumati pi­
od w r important in tabli hing th insanity d £ n , Howard ' 

on the pr di posing cau f Campbell' deran em nt 
ntradict d the defense trategy of "temporary in anity" 

a a cont t for th d £ ndant' action. 
The r dibility of th 't mporary in anity" strategy wa under­

min d furth r by anoth r xpert medi al 'witness call d by the de­
f n . Dr. P. W. trausz of Palatka had tr ated a number of ca es of 

and m lancholia" in Na au ounty, and had at-
tur n a of in anity while tudying medicin in 

ity. Lik Howard, Strausz d dar d ampb 11 in ane, 
mpha izing that it wa "po sib 1 for a man to have insanity for 

tw I months and, having hown no pecial s mptom , to hav it 
d loped b a hock." Thu , according to trausz, Campb 11 uf­
£ r d not from t mporary insanity but from a p rmanent tat of 
lat nt in anity brou ht on by his uncontrollabl action. Strau z 
tat d furth r that consumption and spa modic a thma (a n rvou 

di a ) a ompani d in anity, and th ir pr sence in memb r of 

91. 
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ampb 11' imm diate family, plus blow to the head that he had 
r iv d at fiv and ev n y ars old, predi po ed Campbell to m n-
tal illn 38 

Th pro cution r ponded with its own xpert m edical wit­
n , Dr. J. K. Rainey who d lared that ampbell 's mind wa " 
it d" at th tim of the hooting, but that the opinion of Hov ard 

and Strausz w r inaccurat . H e dismi sed their diagno that th 
d £ ndant uft r d from different form of long-term m ntal i11-
n e S.39 

~ n y ar after th trial , prominent Florida attorn and Judg 
of the Duval ourt of Criminal R cord John L. Doggett expr d 
his b lief that ampb 11 conviction "wa ami carriag ofju ti , 
and pardon wa m rit d a th jury had fail d to acquit ampb 11 
on th ba i of hi t mporary insanity: 

I think thi conclu ion i v ry readily r ached when w 
b ar in mind, what I remember, your action and d -
111 anor at the time of the homicide, your h reditary taint; 
your almo t ucc ful attempt at elf de tru lion on two 
o a ions b for the trial , and th t timony of Dr. 
Howard, that able t of all experts who ha ever faced a 
Florida jury up n the ubject of in anity.4 

But Doggett's opinion wa not har d b jurors in 1891. L gal hi -
torian Lawr nc Friedman noted that becau e of th c ntrality of 
th is u of criminal r pon ibility, an in ani ty deb nse worked onl 
if the jury and public acc pted it. In the ampbell ca e, ampb 11 
did not prove a cr dible witness in hi own d £ n ,and hi lawy r 
ould not per uad th jur to mpathize with the defendant a a 

mentally fragil and motionally unsound individual. Th d £ n 
of "t mporary in anity" appeared flawed by th ontradictory t sli-
mony of expert witne , hi mother, and friends. 

More importantl , throughout the trial juror and public alik 
judg d Campbell against complex, car fully con tructed notions of 
manhood in whi h mod ration, disciplin and self-control w r 
c ntral. Pow rful las and gender re entments w r at play in th 

3 . tat m nt of Facts, - . 
39. Ibid ., 6. 
40. Jas. L. Dogaett to AJe 'ander ampbell 7 F bruaJ 1901 , Ap/Jiication Ca e Files, 

174/ 788. 
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juror ' int rpr tati n of the evid n and Campbell ' a tions. 
T h a tion w r w i hed in t rm of how far they contrav n d 

nd r d norm of southern rna ulinity, c ntral to which wa the 
b li f that white m n advantag d by th ir ocial superiority, had a 
duty t protect w ak and virtuou worn n. For th juror , m ntal ill­
n did n t provid a onvincing u for Campb II ' failur to 
Ii up t th m d 1 of chivalrou g ntl man. 

ampb H' a tions at the flowerb d pro d crucial to an valu­
ation of hi anity and the de re of mali or premeditation whi h 
ac ompani d hi actions. Mter he had fired into Mami J o ph ' 

h st, ampb 11 att mpted to fire tw more shots, but th pi tol' 
firin m hani m jammed. For th d fen e, Campbell ' n t ac­
tion of rai in th pi tol t hi fa wa t lling' defen attorn y 
Davi ' artfull I d th jur and v r b d I to believ that amp­
b 11 put th pi tol to hi fac for If-d truction. ' Yet, tat Attor­
n Thadd u A. MacDonnell argu d that in reality Campb 11 wa 
in p tin ' th pi tol after it failed to fir . MacDonnell and hi £ I­
I w prosecutin attorne , A. J. Corb tt and Augustu G. Hartridge, 
qui kl r fut d th in anity plea. Ma Donnell argued that th 

11 leadin up t the murder and ampb 11 ' insp ction of th 
pi t 1 d monstrat d r a on . Major Argr tt, the Mrican Am rican 
p Ii office r wh had taken charge of ampbell and the rim 

n , te tified that whil they wer in th wagon en route t th 
un jail , ampbell onfe sed, "I w nt th re to kill Mami Jo­
ph; I did it, I am glad of it and I hope they 11 hang me for it."41 

Fir t-d gr murder wa a rim of "malice" which impli dint nt, 
plannin or pr m ditat d d ign. Th defense att mpt d to p r­
tra Mami J ph ' d ath as an impLil i h at-of-pas i n killing 
that did not qualifY as an act of murder with "malice aforethought. ' 

hu Argrett' t timon prov d crucial becau it provid d the 
pr ution with vid nc of premeditation that was p r ua ive 
nouah to imp I th jury to convict. 

What em r ' in a study of th ampbe ll ca e ar plo and 
th m imilar to th r crimes pas ionels of the era. Ruth Harri ' 
tLid of rim of pa ion and valuation of the insanity d £ n e in 

turn-of-th -c ntur France provid a u eful frame of r fer nc . 
B au tri t notion of what consti tut d an cusabi crim of 

i t el , offi nder who p rc i d themselv a cnmineLe 
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pas ionels adopted c rtain tyl of xecution to establish th "pu­
rity" of their motive. For exampl , both male and female riminele 
passionels made initial tatem nts of grievance, committ d their 
a ts of violence in public, and urrend red them lve to th police 
afterwards. Men were more lik ly than women to attempt uicide in 
such ca e . The public and courts viewed a convincing att mpt at 
uicid a proof of temporary in anity; "men who follow d this 

course repr sented themselve a d pairing lovers who long d for 
romantic union in death." In contra t, at igned suicide attempt in­
dicated a dangerous and d prav d criminal motive. Hani found 
also that it wa not uncommon for th accused to play th role of 
"romantic hero in love," employing t ar to indicate a romantic 
temperament and sign of heartbreak for a public audienc .42 At the 
time of his arr tin St. Augustin , ampb 11 pent hi first night in 
jail in t ar , d claring he was heartbrok n, and praying for death to 
atone for hi actions.43 Shortly aft r th trial, however, "[th ] sto­
ici m of th murder r Campbell remains unchanged. He re ts well, 
eats with a fair appetite, but is firm in the belief that h will not live 
long. Thi he has told a number ofpeople."44 Harris claimed that it 
wa not unusual for men to demonstrate "confusion, mental an­
gui h , and remorse, before, during, and after a crim of pa ion," 
and c rtainly Campbell seemed initially to conform to thi profile.45 

Yet, by the time of the trial, expressions of remor w re not key el-
m nts of his defen e. 

According to the "Statement of Facts" based on eviden taken 
during the trial and later compiled for presentation to the pardon 
board, Campbell told the court that 

[Mamie] sent m a note breaking the engagem nt. Before 
the note came th re was always love and aft ction between 
u . The whole thing seems like a dream-a nightmar -I 
don't remember those things which the witnesses speak of. 
Good God, I've got a heart! I can g b fore my God inno­
cent. I've got a heart! I would rather have fallen in the 
grave and placed my body by her own, if I could.46 

42. Ruth Harri , MUTder. and Madness: Medicine, Law, and 'ociety in the Fin de Siecle 
(Oxford, Eng. , 19 9), 292-294 , 308-309. 

43. Times Union, 2 Octobe r 1890. 
44. Ibid ., 29 May 1 91. 
45. Harris, Murders and Madness 290. 
46. Stat m nt of Facts, 3. 
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Fift n r ar later, ampb II r ite rat d th e theme of di b lief, 
di gr and thwart d romance in a 1 m ency app al. In a four­
pa I tt r, h info rm d m mb r of th tat pardon board , 

tha t hang over m , 
£ r a gi rl , th i r b -

th r thaI [ i ] , i udd n and un xp ct d b reaking th 
'id wa pur and lovabl [i] th bo wor hipped h r, he 

d e t G d hay merc on that kind of boy and k p 
their 10 affairs traight at that ag . I can h ardly realize 
m self th principal in the rim th at fo llowed , a rime 
om h ow mmitt d b me in broad day light, but n v r, a 

thou and tim n v r mmitt d with pr m editatio n, o r 
owardl m tive of r v ng . 47 

In theor th d finition of a "crime of pa ion " as "vi olen c g ne r­
a t d by thwart d 10 j alou ly, [and] hatr d that rise to the level 

f b e ion " wa n o t gender- pecific, but the notion tha t a man 
uld be driv n m ad by a br k n engag m nt was unacc ptable to 

a I t -nin t nth- ntur Florida court:1fl 

In a e f w m n who killed th ir form r lovers to av n ex-
i h on or, it , a a e rred n t infrequ ntI "that a brok n n-

cyao' m nt . . . uld easil produc t mal in ani ty [whi h ] 
ompounded th image of the av ra' woman a m en tall fragil , 
mi-h t ri al and emo tionall un ound." '9 For xampl , during 

th e 1865 trial of Mal H arri , on of h r lawyer contended tha t the 
n ation in an a lum w re full of wom n driv n mad b brok n 

11 'a . men . Anothe r of h r lawyers, Dani 1 Voorh th orized 
that u marria ' m ant so much to women , a broken promi 
in vitabl br ught de pair ; 

47. 

It i not 0 wi th man. His theatre i broad r. No ingl pa­
io n can 0 pow rfull ab o rb him. vari ty of int r ts ap­

p al to him a t r step . If di appointm nt overtake him, 
a wid and o p 11 h rizon invit him to new enterp ri e , 

ampbel\ l H on. Board f Pardon , pril 1905, AIJ"jJlicalion Ca e Files, ] 74/ 
7 ) . 

. Fri d ma n rirnp and Pllnishment, 8. 
·9 . Ro b rl M. Ir land , UFr nzi d and Fall n Females: Wo me n a nd S xual Disho nor 

in th e ine t n lh- e ntur Uni ted State ," Journal oj Women 's Hi lory 3 (win ler 
1992) : 105. 
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which will relieve him of that till, deep, brooding intensity 
which is the pregnant wo , in anity, and the death to 
woman.50 

4 5 

Ev n in the ampb 11 famil a imilar tragedy befell Mami 
Jo eph 's olde tit r who "was badly tr at d a year ago, being di -
appointed in a lov affair and b cam in ane."51 But uch xcu 
wer extended only to women. Jur r r gard d Campbell as a fe k­
Ie s and dishonorable young man who had abu ed th privileg of 
education and familial af£ ction that h had enjoy d , who had lied 
to the court and act d in a cowardly mann r, and whos main mo­
tive was revenge.52 

On May 23, AI xander ampb 11 wa onvicted of murd r in 
th fir t degr e, but th jury re omm nd d m rcy meaning a en­
t nee of life impri onment. The Time Union r port d that, al­
though th jury decision wa unanimou , it had taken th twel e 
members veral hours to reach a v rdict: ixjuror initially sought 
a verdict of guilty without any r omm ndation, while th th r ix 
wanted to acquit. Thus th v rdict th yagre d upon wa th prod­
uct of mu h bargaining and compromise. In an editorial, Camp­
b 11 wa cauti n d b th Times Union to accept th s nt n of life 
impri onm nt; to chall nge the verdict and demand a n w trial 
would b to court di a ter as he had so narrowl escaped a ntence 
of d ath in th Oliginal trial , andjurors in a second trial might not 
b inclined to recommend mercy. Th re were subsequent appeal 
by the defen e t am, but these did not re ult in chang to the con­
viction or entenc of life impri onment. Th pI a of 'temporary 
insanity" never gained cr dibility, and public opinion r main d 
wight d in favor of the death penalty for Campbell. In t. Augu t­
in , ev ral promin nt male citizen call d on th tate legislature 
to amend Florida' criminal tatutes 0 that recommendation of 
m rc would re t with the judiciary and the x utive; obviously in 
their eye , the men who undertook jur ervice could not be 
trusted with thi privil g . 53 

In Augu t 1 91, Campb 11 was removed from the Duval County 
jail to the convict lease system where he would pend the next sev-

50. Daniel V rhees, as quoted in Ireland, ' Frenzi d and Fall n F ma l ," 106. 
51. tal ment f Fa · , 3. 
52. Ha rris Murder. and Madness. 299. 
53. Times Union, 24 1ay 189] . 
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nte n ar. H w rked in bla k mith hops attached to ph -
phat mining camps operated by General Edward B. Bailey of 
Monti 110 aJefferson County cotton planter and entr pr neur.54 
R c mm ndations pre nted to the tate pardon board r veal that 
o r th our of hi in arc ration, Campbell wa mployed in var­
iou p ition of trust as pri on lerk, bookkeep r, ag nt, and oper­

ive prison camp , and even a i tant ho pital steward 
ir a L on ounty convict camp.55 Successiv reports of Florida' 

ommi ion r of Agricultur declared confidently that leasee 
tr at d onvi ts prop rly and humanely.56 But onvict labor, 
wheth r in turpentine e traction or phosphat mining, took a 
h a toll on the physical and m ntal health of mo t convict labor-

r , bla k and white, and in tances of abuse and d gradation fre-
qu ntl cam to Ii ht. Th tern seemingly took its toll on 

ampb ll' n w paper r ports in D cember 1891 and June 1894 d -
cribed him a 'hardly mor than a skeleton" and" till delicat and 

unab) to tand much hard work." In Nov mber 1896, however, 
ampb II and a friend r eived a medal for inventing a rotary 

team ngin while und r Bailey' employ.57 It is perhap ironic, 
th r for ,that th pho phat camps designed to di cipline and "r -
:£ rm" prin ipa11y Mrican Am rican and low r-cla white convicts 
throu h hard labor and corporal punish men t effect d the survival 
and "r formation" of Alexand r ampbeU as an amat ur inventor. 

Thr e conc rt d attempts to ecure clemency for Alexander 
mpb 11 from th tate pardon board were mad in 1901 , 1905, 

and 1907-08. Suc iv pardon applications centered on Camp­
b 11 ' d teriorating h altl1, his sterling prison record, and hi wor­
thin of con id ration for pardon on the strength of his 
hara ter. But u ce sful pardon required financial r ource ·. In 

1892 Baltimore groc r Samu I T. William died, leaving an e tat 
valu d at 30,000 to hi widow (Alexander Campb 11 ' mother) 
with in tructions to u it to secure a pardon for her on. When h 

Miller Hand le Karn , "Florida' onviet Lase ys tem, 1865-1923" (M . . 
th e i , Florida tat ni r icy, 1993), 2-47. 

5- . .. e ItoH n. B ardofPard n , J-januaryI900; George M ormiekto 
Hon. Board of Pardon , 18 j an uar 1901; W.B. Ta I.or t Hon . H.H. Me reary, 
11 0 ember 1905; Dr. 1.H. DePa s LO Hon . Board of Pardon , 25 J anuary 
1901 , a ll in AjJplication Casei'iies, 174/ 788 . 

. R port of the ommissioner f grieultur , 1 91-1 92 ] 39, F10lida tate 
LibraI' aJIaha e . 

7. Times Union 19 D mb r 189 1, 14 june 1 94, 11 ovember 1 96. 
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di d th following y ar, Samuel tepbrother, Thomas W. William , 
c nt t d the ettlement. In his view, hi father was of un ound 
mind wh n he wrot the will and had b n undul in flu en d b 
hi wit. In a r vi d ettlement, two-thirds of the original tat 
w nt t Thoma and an unnam d sister, while Alexander ampb 11 
r c ived b tw n 3,000 and $4,000. 

In addition to financial r ources, to nsure succe , pard n 
applicants u ually r quir d access to a network of information and 
upport that w nt b yond humble and suppliant appeal from fam­

ily member and fri nd . L ttef and petitions from influential per­
on carri dwight with th board, e pecially those from form r 

employ r , 10 al bu ine ,church ministers, local landown r , 
and politician . Pardon applications, therefore , provid a ri h 
ource of narrativ on p r on incarc rat d in Florida ' tat 

pri on y tern and th p ronal and institutional network of up­
port available to th m. 

As a lit rat white convict, Campbell njoyed c rtain lin of 
upport and access to influential persons unavailabl to illiterate 

bla k or lower-class white convicts. Ov r th ear h ur d n­
d r m nts and upport for hi application for clemenc from in­
flu ntial county official and pri on p r onn 1 including Convict 
Supervisor R. F. Rogers and Stat Pri on Ph ician Simeon H . 
Blitch. All recommended pardon for ampb II whom they consid-
r d a 'worthyappli ant." B. B. King inform d pardon board m m­

b r that prison cl rk Campbell had "con ci ntiously and honestly 
performed hi duty, and hi exc ptionally ood prison r cord 
make him on whom I can most arne tly recommend to you for 
pardon, knowing that uch action on y ur part would b judi-
iously placed and appr iat d by th recipi nt. " 8 Repre entativ 
f th amp Pho phat ompany described Campbell a 'alway 

b n g ntl manly and honest in all of hi a ts and w recomm nd 
him to your m rcy ... ware sure he is no criminal at heart and if 
[pardon i ] grant d his lib rty he will make an hone t and upright 
citiz n. "59 To CharI Gilchri t (who had ob rv d Campbell dail 
£ r thr e year th onvict camp was located on Gilchri t' land) , 
Campb 11' , trict hone ty truthfulnes , and dignifi d g ntl manl 

5 . B. B. J ing to Hon. Board of Pardon , 15 February 1901 , Application Ca e }l le , 
174/ 7 

Camp to th e Board of Pardon [si.c] n .d ., APtJiicalion a e Files, 174/ 
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ndu t" meant it m d "utterly impos ible that such a man 
, uld e r malici u 1 injur anyone and it eem utterly impo i­
bl that such a man would while in hi right mind would hav in­
jur d the oung lad hod arly loved. " 60 

e eral upport r urged W. B. Tayt r of Caine ville to "us any 
fri nd ou hav that h influence and al try to int r tour 

nat r [H. H. M r ar ] to peak a good w rd for Alex whil th 
n tor i in th apitol. ' Employ at th Buttg nbach camp 

wr t to aylor: Our r a ons for asking for hi pardon is that w lik 
him from our p r nal a quaintance with him, we know that h ha 
tri d in very wa to do what is right in pri on, we think that h h 
h d hi hare of thi li£ and that he is entitl d to consideration. " 61 In 
hi ""n communi ati n to H. H. Mcer ar , Taylor inform d th 

nator that h had b n personally a quainted with Campb 11 
1 n before th diffi ulty for which h i bing punished' and had 

n him frequ ntl in tll c nvict camp. "My d aling with him in 
thi tim convinc m that he has been puni hed enough," Taylor 

plain d, "and I onfid ntly b lieve that the ends of ]ustic ",rill b 
r d in an ffort ou an make looking to hi pardon. ' 62 In addi­

ti n p tition with 0 r 200 ignatur of itiz ns of St. Augu tin 
and t.] hn ountywer pre nted in support of the pardon appli­
atlon, a w re lett r ' from 10 al dry goods merchants and alcohol 

whol al r , and a petition from 170 Duval County itiz n ,63 

Lett r of r ommendation and petition pr vided important 
r ut for influential people to int rvene in and que tion variou 
a p ts of th riminal ju tic sy t m. Trust wa placed in th judg -
m nts of th pr idingjustice and th prosecuting attorn a well 
a th juror and olh r court per onn 1. As of 1897, appli ants k­
ing pardon had to provid recomm ndation from both th pro e-
uting attorn and ntencing judge. Wh n pardon application 

, e r pa d ov r for furth r con ideration, it wa usually becau e 
th ircuit judg and state attorn y were till to be con ult d on 
wh th r the appli ant wa a suitable candidate for clemen y. On 
of the problem fa ed b li£ -t rm and long-t rm pri on r was that 

60. has. . Gi l hri t t th Board of Pard n , J anual 1901, AIJIJlication Case Fiies, 
174/ 7 . 

61. to W. B. Taylor, 11 pli l 1905, Applica-

v mber 1905, AjJplication ase File , 

. P tition to Hon. Board of Pardons, 9 .Jun 190'\ Application Case Files, 174/ 788 . 
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of ecuring these endorsements as sentencingjudges and pro ut­
ing attorney invariably retired, died, or mov d away, or imply 
could not recollect the details of a particular ca e. uch recommen­
dation are ab ent from Campbell pardon file, and b 1905, 
fri nd wer beginning to despair of ecuring hi relea e. Frank 
Clark on wrote "Dear Alex:-I have done all I can for you. I have 
p nt th last four days in hunting and tracin the juror in your 

ca . Thi was th hardest job I ever tackled in m life, a it ha b n 
o I ng ag that a numb r of them are dead. "6-1 Five of th juror 

from th original trial wer d ad, and one could not be locat d. 
u c ful candidates for clemency u ed the language of humil­

ity and ubjection to appeal to the board memb r' ens f noble e 
oblige and chivalry as southern g ntl m n. In th arne I tter in 
whi h h readily admitted his guilt, ampbeU xpr ed r mor 
for hi a tion : "I have dee ply felt the irr p rabl [ic] I and or­
row I have inflict d upon others, and my fourt n y ar of impri -
onment is a penance humbly given for the law ' ati faction. " H 
hop d that board members would 'find ju t cau for cl m ncy" 
and r I ase him from phy ical incarc ration. 'To be free again, is 
ver the ambition of all condemned m n ," Campbell plead d, "I 

pray that such will b your respon to my appeal by my futur life 
I can how the gratitude uch a tion would giv birth to."6~ amp­
bell 's application £ r conditional pardon was pre ented to the 
board on May 22nd and pa ed over for further consid ration. 

After ten years in the state pri on y tern , ampbell 's mental 
and phy ical h alth d t riorated particularly during hi confine­
ment a t th Buttg nbach camp in Marion County. H had uffered 
"acut ga tritis' and everal 'malarial attack" from which , in the 
opinion of the att nding phy ician, h had nev r full r cov r d. 
Th r followed th likelihood of ulcer and furth r atta k of ga -
trltl all of which could prove fata1.66 onv ntional wisdom held 
that di ase, chronic fatigu , medical c nditions like mu cular r 
r piratory ailments, and bone deformiti or m ntal illn 0 cur­
ring during incare ration could hav the r ult of iner asing the 
r tributive or d t rrent effect of the original p nalty by exac rbat-

64. Frank larkson to AJ x Campb L1 , 2 Ma 1905, AfrlJlication a e File, 174/ 788-
6 . AJex ampb 11 to Hon. Board of Pardon , pri11905, Appliralion ase Files, 174/ 

78 . 
66. . M Brid ,"To Whom It Ma one rn " 2 ugust, 9 ept m ber 1902; Dr. M. H. 

D Pa to the Hon. Board of Pardons, 1 Septemb r 1902, both in pplicalion 
ase Files, 174/ 7 . 
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ph i al hard hips of incarceration. nvicts therefore ap-
p al d for to relieve th m of th ir uffering. On 
ociolo i t ob r d: 'Th re i a ort of pr vailing notion among 

th p opl , or me la of th m, that any pri oner ought not to 
di in prison, but that h hould b r I a d whenever hi illn 
b Ii ed to b fatal. ' 67 v raIl tt r f19 7 and 1908 highlight th 
Tavit of Campb 11 ' m nta! and ph i al ondition and th d ir 

hi famil t car £ r him per onall during hi la t month of 
lit . In Octob r 1907, for xample, Campb U's sister Leonora, in­
£ rmed Govern r Broward that h r broth r wa in a "pi table [ i ]" 
ondition and had r ently be n confin d at the stat in an a -

lum at hattahoo h . The famil had " xhau t d th ir m an £ r 
ttorne fe 'and want d AI x to di 

ratl1 r than in a di tant c nvict camp. Ja k nville pri t, Fath r 
1(, nn wrot t th 0 rnor that ampb 11 was dying and hi 
m ntal faculti w r failing " 0 that th nd of the law ha b n 
fulfill d in hi ca -hi life has b n giv n in atonement for hi 

rim . Hi broth rand iter ask that h b allowed to di with 
th m. ' 69 John . ampb 11 and Martha Campbell Bunting of£ r d 
to provide finan ial upport for Campb 11 (who b that tim wa 

nfin d at th stat pri n ho pital at Quinc ). If pard n d , 
ampb 11 would be r moved "from the tat of Florida and 

ther b furtl1er reliev th Stat of furth r ar on hi account.' 70 

In D mb r 1908, Dr. Simeon H . Blitch urg d th pardon board 
to rant c1 m ncy to ampb 11 at its next mee ting: "No doubt ex­
i ts a to hi d m nt d stat . H ha r lative who will are for him 
if ither [a par I r onditional pardon] is granted. I would be 

rat ful if ou will fa or th applicant. ' 7 1 

It was not until th pardon board m ting of January 1 0 that 
Al and r ampb 11 , now forty-on y ar old, received a ondi­
tional pardon. ampb II wa not one of th 'forgotten " pri oner 
buri d in Florida' convict labor amp without friends r ommu-

7.J am e D. Barn tt, "Th ro unds of Pard n ," Journal ofC1iminal Law, Criminology 
and Political cience 17 (1926): 518. 

6 . L nora Campb 11 t Hon. .B. Broward, 10 ctob r 1907, APtJlication a e 
File, 17 / 7 . 

6 . 'Ailliam J. K nn to Hon. .B. Broward, ovemb r 1907, Application a e Files, 
]7 / 7 . 

70. fidavit of J o hn T. Cam pb 11, 190 tober 190 ; Affidavit of Martha ampb II 
Buntin , 1 t b r 190 b th in Application Ca e Files, 174/ 788 . 

71. . H . Blit h to H on. Stat Pardoning Board, 21 D ember 1908, AppLication Ca e 
Files, 174/ 7 8. 
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nity support to activ ly assist in securing his reI a . Neverthel ss, a 
steady correspond nce between Campbell, members of hi family, 
his supporters, and prison officials was not strong enough to per-
uad the pardon board to act in Campbell ' favor before 1909. 

The reasons for this are not entirely clear since no pardon board 
delib rations were recorded before that year. Any campaign pro­
m ting clemency for Campb II, however, was hindered by the 
death f hi mother in 1893 and th lengthy legal dispute over the 
inh ritance. Moreover, it took Campb 11 fifteen years to readily 
accept his gui lt and expres publicly hi remors for the killing of 
Mami J eph. 

Campbell wa a problematic prisoner in that he did not fit the 
popular t reotype of th homicidal perpetrator. He was white, 
middl -cla , mpl y d in a white-collar occupation, had no previ-

u r cord of criminal viol nc , and was literat and re p ctabl . 
As juror and judg met d out retributive and deterrent puni h­
ment to n ure the fair and proper administration of criminal ju -
tice, th y saw it as their duty to impo conviction and ent n on 
white middle-class defendants who e action had brought di h nor 
and shame to th m elves and their cla . Moral and I gal r ponsi­
bility increased according to one' education and ocial p ition, 
thu a crime of pa ion by a ocially-advantag d defendant was re­
gard d by the courts and th pardon board m mb r a more hei­
nou than on committed by a man or woman of inferior mental 
capacity and insignificant conomic worth. Furth rmor , ince 
Mami Jo ph r pre ent d in th popular imagination a tru em­
b dim nt ofvirtuou southern womanhood who e fidelity, reputa­
tion, and honor w r without blemish, there could be no xculpatory 
ground for Campb 11 ' action of September 1890. 

Th Campbell case illustrates how culture and prejudi of 
late-nineteenth-century Florida oci ty shap d judicial attitude 
not only up to and during the trial, but long after conviction. Jur 
memb rand lat r pardon board official had little doubt that 
Campb 11 ' action ext nded beyond acc ptabl boundarie of 
man lin s . Hi nviction, punishment, and the sentence and 
length of time erved reflected the e considerations. 
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