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Climate, Community, and Commerce 
among Florida, Cuba, and the Atlantic World, 
1784-1800 

by Sherry Johnson 

I n late June 1791 , St. Augustine captain Don Antonio de 
Alcantara sailed into Havana harbor at the h e lm of hi choon r, 

th anta Catalina. As the captain and maste r of hi own ve sel, h e 
wa h eld in high te m , and Spani h cu tom official a knowl-

dg d his tatu b pr fa ing hi nam with th honorifi titl 
"Don" (Sir).' d ad arli r, hi arrival would hav be n 
unthinkable . Hi port of origin wa in British hand in the early 
1780s, and Britain wa at war with Spain. Even after the onfl ict 
ended in 1783, commerce with uba r mained restri ted. 2 Mor 
important, Alcantara would not have been grant d a g ntl eman ' 

he rry J ohnso n is Ass istant Professo r of H i tory at Flo rida Intc rn a tional niversity 
and a utho r o f The SociaL Tran >jonnation of Eighteenth-Century uba (Gain vi lle, Fla., 
2001) . 

I . "Relacio n de las Embar acio ne Espanola y ESlrangeras que e n e l proximo 
pa ado mes d __ han aJido d eSle pue rto para las Colo ni as Estrangera 
en soli cilUd de egro'; y de la qu e en e l propio me han e ntrado e n ' le 
pucrto co n carga me nlO de e llo co n di tin ion dc unum ro, cia e ,)' exo 
po r I orde n siguie nle" (hereafte r "Rela ion ,"), 1 July 179 1, Legajo 2207, 
Audien ia de Santo Do mingo (h reart r SD) , rchivo Gencral d c Ind ia 
(h reafler AGI) , evi ll e, pain , photocopies in lhe Levi Marrero Collection, 
Sp cial Collec ti o n , Florida lnt m ali nal ' niver ity, Mi ami; PapeL Peri6dico de 
La H avana, 7 ugu t 1791, o leccion ubana, Biblioteca ac ionalJose Marti, 
Ha ana, Cuba. 

2. J am A. Lewi , "Anglo Am e ri a n Entrepr ne ur in Havana: The Background 
and ignifi an e of the Expul ion of 1784-1785 ," in J acqu e . Ba rbi e r a nd 
Al lan J. Kue the, ed ., The North American Role in thp Spanish ImtmiaL Economy, 
1764-1819 (Manche ter, Eng., 1984), 11 2-126. 

[455] 
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456 FLORID HIST ORY L QU RTERLY 

tatu because he was of humble origin .3 In the intervening ear, 
how ver, St. Augustin r turn d to Spanish rule, comm rcial r g­
ulations were r laxed, and Alcantara and several other families 
enjoyed unprec dent dial advancement becau e th were the 

nduits that linked citi in Florida, uba, and th e Atlanti world. 
adly, though , Alcantara' meteoric rise to promin nce was short 

lived. Ju t day after unloading his cargo, h t sail for hom in 
Ea t Florida unaware that the fifth-most-d structiv hurri ane in 
hi lOry wa poi ed to trik t:oe northern coa t of Cuba and the 

trait of Florida.4 At hom in t. Augustin e, Alcantara ' wife and 
anla Catalina ' nam ake, atalina osta, waited in vain for h r 

hu band to re turn. What r,~mained of th schoon r probabl 
wa h ed ashor on th Florid peninsula south of St. Augustine, 
whil the fate of her captain and crew was neve r offi ially d t r­
min d .5 

Although the hurri an of 1791 and similar torm w re rou­
tin dang rs for aribb an r idents, natural di ast r hay rarel 
b n on id red as cau al ag nts for historic proce se.6 Except 
[, r tudie of w ll-known hipwr ck such a the Atocha, hi torian 
hav virtually ignor d th efE< cts of deadly storms sp cially inc , 
from 1784 through 1821 , Ea 1: Florida suffered but one hurri an 
(in 1 11).7 From an Atlantic world p rspectiv that acknowl dg 

3. Cen u R lurns, C n 'us of 1784. Bundle 323 , Ea l Flo rida Papers (h I' afte r 
EFP), Manuscripl Divi io n, Library of Congress, mi cro fIlm copi s in P.K. 
Yonge Library of Florida Hislor/, Un iv rsit of Florida, Caine ille . 

4. PalJel Peri6dico de La H avana, 7 A Ugu t 179] ; Edward . Rappaporl and J o -
Fernand z-Partagas , "The Deadli es l tlanti c Tropical Cyclo ne , 
1492-Pre e nt," ational earographic and Atmo pberic Admini lralion 
Web ite, <hltp ://www.n hc. noaa.gov/ pas ldeadl ya l .hLJn l>, 2. 
Misce llaneo us Lega l lnstruml ts and Proceedin gs, 25 e ple mber 179 ] , 
Bundle 261 n5, EFP. 

6. Wan B. chwan z, "The Hurr i ane o f San Ciri aco: Disa ler, Politic, and 
o iety in Pu n o Rico, 1899- 190 ] ," I-lis1Janic American H istorical Rroiew 72 

(Augusl 1992): 303-34; hen)' J ohnson , "Th Rise and Fa ll of reo l 
Participation in lh Cuba n la've Trade, 1789-1796," Cuban tudies/ Estudios 

ubanos 30 (1999): 54-75; Ted ~ . leinbe rg, Acts of God: The Unnatun:tl Hi lOl)l of 
'alural Disaster in America ( e'W Yo rk, 2000) ; Loui . Pe rezJr., Winds of 

Change: H urricane and thp Tra11sfonnation of ineleenlh-Cenlury Cuba (Chap I 
Hill , .. , 2001 ); J o e H e r a nd ez Partagas, " Poey, Vi lie ' y Mi ll as: 

o nlribu e nte de uba a l conocimi nto basico de la meleorol gla" MSS 
cop, Otto C . llicht r Library Special Co ll ection , Uni ver ity o f iami, oral 

ab le, Fla. ee also J ose Ca rl os Millas, H unicanps of lhe Caribbean and Adjacent 
Regions (Miami , 1968), for a gene ral survey. 

7. Euge ne Lyon, The eMrhfor lhe A locha (Pon alern o, Fl a, 1979),50-68; 
J oaquIn San hez, "Repon of Reside n ts' Los es in Barrios 19l 'ia, a ti llo, 
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GUM TE, OMM U lTV, A D COMMERCE 457 

l. Augustine's favorable geographic location, hurri ane and 
their consequ n e were cataly ts thal ju tified economic inter­
chan ' among its port Cit! . Di a ter ' imm diate con equenc 
are oft n outweighed by th ir ripple or domino effects; this tudy 
wi ll e tabli h how an autonomous and pragmatic local policy of di -
a ter respon e evolved in th wak of ev ral hurrican in the 
region und r Havana 's juri diction from the 1760 onward.s "\Then 
fa ed with a po t-di a ter cri is pani h royal official to l rat d , 
eve n encouraged , repeated violation of imp rial omm rcia.1 
re trictions through trade with th United Stat 

Through its ocial and environmental analy i , thi article j oin 
other tudie that challenge the portrayal of Ea t Florida during 
the ond pani h P riod (1784-1821) a a de titut ba kwat r 
and a finan ial drain upon th pani h tr as ury.9 A growing num­
ber of uch tudi de mon trate that t. ugu tin ' merchants 
and al tains trad d throughout th Atlantic world , but on major 
conceptual tumbling block ha been the inabili ty to explain why 
trade b lw n Spa nish East Florida and the Un ited ta t could 

ontad urfa and Quarte le," Paper. o n Variou ubje t , 17 3- ] 821, 1-
October 18 11 , Bundle 198C 16, EFP. Prior to th return of Span i h rule , the 
most rece nt hurricane occurr d in 177 ; Wi ll iam Bartram, The Travels of 
William Bartram, cd. Mark Van Doren. (1928; re print, lew York, 1955) ,3 11 . 

H. Richa rd lUart O lson, " n-Therapeu tic o mmunities: A Cro -National 
Ana lys is or Po t-Disas ter Po li tica l nrest," fnlernalional Journal of Ma 
Emergencifs and Disasters 15 ( ugust 1997): 22 1-3 ; "Towards a Poli tic of 
Disaster: Losses, Valu , g ndas, and J lame," fn lemalional Journal of Mas 
Emprgencifs and Disaslprs 18 (August. 2000): 26 -87; A. Cooper Drur and 
Ri ch ard Wart O lson, "Disas ter and Po li tica l Unre t: n Emp iri ca l 
Inve tigation ," Journal of Conlingencie and Crisis Managemen l 6 ( pt mb I' 

1995): 153-6 1. Ri chard Lobdell , "Economi c Co nseque nce o r Hurrica ne in 
the Caribbean," Review of Latin AnLerican 'tudies 3 (1990): J7 -96; Virginia 
Garcia Acosta, "ln trodu cti n ," in Virgin ia Garcia cos ta, coord., /-listoria y 
df aslres en America Latina, 2 vo ls. (Mexico ity, 1996), 1: 15-37; Walter Gilli ' 
Peacock, Bett Hearn Morrow, and H ugh Gladwin , ed . /-l urricanf Andrnu: 
Ethnicity, Gender, and the Sociology of Disasters ( ew York, 1997). 

9. Pablo Tornero T inajero, Relaciones de d pendencia entre Florida y 1.:.stados Unidos 
( evi lle, pain , 1978) ;J ame . Cusi k, "Across th e Border: ommod ity Flow 
an d Merc hants in Spanish St. ugu stin e," Florida H istO'rical Quarlprly 69 
(January J99 1): 277-99; hri toph I' Ward , "The ommerce of Ea·t Florida 
du ring the Embargo, 1806-1 12: T he Role o f Am e li a Island ," Florida Historical 
Quarterly 68 (October 19 9) : 160-79; herry J o hnson, "The pani h t. 

ugus tin C mmuni ty , 1784- ] 795: R e al ua tion ," Florida Historical Quarlf>ri)' 
68 (Ju ly 1989): 27-54; idem , "Ma rriage a nd Community on truction in l. 

ugustin , 1784- 1804," in Florida=s H eritage of Diver ily: Es ays in Honor of 
amuel Proctor, ed. Mark D. Greenb rg, Willi am Warren Rogers, a nd Cant r 

Brown Jr. (Talla hassee , Fla ., 1997): 1-13. 
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458 FLORIDA HI T ORle L Q UARTERLY 

operat in ar violation of imperial law. Th conclu ion of this 
recent historiographical tr nd. conflict with an older tradition that 
maintain that one of th e mo t important ommercial reform of 
th Bourbon ra, th R al Orc! n d Comercio Libre of 1778 (Free 
Trade Decree), wa not ex tended to Ea t Florida until 1793. 10 

Unlike explanation that are framed in political and economic 
term this article will d monstrate that post-disaster em ergency 
c nditions allow d imp rial laws to be t asid . By ituating East 
Florida' dilemma within the wider context of pani h imperi al 
poli y, thi tudy will e tabli h that government responses imple­
m nt d in th afte rmath of hurrican e between 17 4 and 1794 
w r imply a continuation of measures develop d in uba over 
th previou t\",enty years. B cau East Florida wa politically and 
economically ubordinate to Havana, the provin c wa impacted­
som tim po itive ly and ometimes ne a tively-wh n hurricanes 
struck Cuba, Louisiana, and other areas und r that i land ' juris­
diction. In most ca e , when s arce resourc could not b trans­
ferred to Florida, merg ncy m a ure opened the normall -rigid 

omm rcial r gula tions, and~)t ugu tine's maritim communi ty 
took advantag . For Ald.ntara and other men of his social cohort, 
trad amon Atlantic port citie I d to th accumulation ofw alth 
and extrao rdinary cial advancement. 

In early June 1784, hurricanes wer far from th e mind of 
Havana' military community, a frenetic pr paration were und r­
wa throughout th Spani h Gulf Coast and the aribbean in 
anticipa tion of th re turn of panish rul e to the Florida. Royal 
ord r fl w back and forth acro th Atlantic between uba and 
Spain. In th barrack and on the wharves, m n and materiel were 

athe red for tran fer to St. Augu tine. Newly-appointed governor 
Brigadie r Vicente de Zespedes pr pared to embark for a t 
Florida and continue hi di:;tinguished rvi to Hi Maj ty, 

har! III." In Philad lphia, Father Thomas H assett, d signa t d 

10. thur Pr ton Whitaker , lrans. and ed. , Documents Relating to the Commercial 
Policy oj pain in the Floridas, with Incidental ReJerence to Louisiana (Deland , Fla., 
193 1), ' i - 1, 177- 5; Janice B:>rton Mill r, "Th lruggle for Free Trade in 
Ea t Florida a nd th CeduJa c.f 1793," Florida H istorical Quarterly 55 Uu ly 
1976): 48-59. 

11. J o ' d a lvez to ice nte Manuel de ze pedes, 31 Octo be r 1783, L gajo 10, 
Fondo d las Floridas, Arc hivo \!ac ional de Cuba, in Jos ph B. Lock y, East 
Florida, 1783-1785: A File oj Documents ssembled, and Many oj Them Tran lated, 
ed.Jo hn Walton Ca ugh (Berkel y Calif., ]949) , 174. 
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CLIMATE, COMM N fl Y , D COMMERCE 459 

a Ea t Florida' principal priest and ecclesia tical judge, packed 
hi b longing for the trip o uthward. 12 In H avana harbor, cap tain 
Pedro Vasqu z r adi d hi bergantin , th e an Matia , and th e 
other hip und r hi command for th important respon ibili ty of 
carrying th g rnor and hi ntourage to their new assign­
men t.] 3 Although not part of the expeditionary force, the regi­
m nt of Asturia I brat I their part in the victory that h ad 
returned th provin to pain and waited for the San Cristoval to 
be r adi d to carry them home to ad iz.14 

Fa r out to sea, unknown to the inhabitan t of Florida and 
H avana, th tell tal counterclockwi e circulation and dropping 
barom ter warned that a d adly tonn wa brewing in th tropic. 
In its journey we tward alo ng th tw nt -fourth parallel, th torm 
kirted the north coast of Cuba a it bore inexorably down on the 

Straits of Florida and the penin ul a. Lik many early ea on 
torm , though, the coole r land rna of North Am rica defl ct d 

the brunt of the tempe t. R curving northward, th wor t of th 
storm tayed out to ea, although vio lent winds and c piou 
amoun ts of rain drenched th e city of H avana. 15 Anxiou to arrive 
at h i de tination, Gov rnor Ze pede waited impa ti ntly for the 
w ath r to clear. 16 

t la t, on June 19, Z / P d and the five hundred men who 
accompanied} im depart d for t. ugu tin on the San Matias. 

ailing o n a fre h ",rind that trai l th pa age of a trong torm , th e 
convoy mad good time and arrived off St. ugu tine in seven 
days. But the hurrican th at fru trat d Ze pede's departu re al 0 

fru trat d hi arrival for upon entering th e h arbor, pilot J oaquin 
E a lona onv yed th n w that th main chan nel leading in to St. 
Augustine had b e n silted over from th storm' trong winds and 
high tide . Ze pedes wa forced to wait until the following day 
when E calona r turned in his shallow-draft laun h and ferried th 

] 2. Jos ' de Galvez LO T homas Hasse tt, 25 ovember J 783, Bund le 39, EFP, in 
Lockey, Easl Florida, 176-77; i had ]. Curley, hUTch and late in the panish 
Floridas (Wa ' hingL n, D . . , 19 0) , 73-86. 

13. Vi ente Manue l de Zespede to Be rn ardo de Galvez, 16 July 17 4, Legajo 
2660,SD, G], in Lockey, East Flo'rida, 223-24, 

]4, Corresponden e with Be rnardo de Galvez ( aptain General of uba) ,4Jul 
] 784, Bundle 40, EFP, 

] 5, Corr pondence of the Cuban Caplain( ) Genera l, 15 June 17 4, Legajo 
] 344, Pape l s Procedenle de Cuba (hereafLer P ), GL 

] 6. Usped s to P dro Vasquez, l] July 17 4, Legajo 2660, SD, AGI, in Locke, 
East Florida, 228. 
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460 FLORID HISrORI AL Q ARTERLY 

gove rnor into th city'!? Un abl to cross th sand bar that drew 
on ly seven fe t of wat r , Captain Vasqu z and the fl ee t of ship 
under his command proceec. d north to the port of St. Mary to 
complete the disembarkation of m n and mat riel. I 

For Governor Zesp d , th torm wa but an inconvenience 
but for other members of th e exp dition, th danger were far 
gr at r. Father H a se tt made hi wa outhward toward ast 
Florida aboard the Santa Ana, captained by Miguel Y nardy. The 
hurricane caught the on June 28, and at th h ight of the torm ' 
fu ry, it found ered on the re f of Aroguito K y. Badly injured , 
Fath r H a se tt and the other survivor mad th ir way ashore . 
Th r paired one of the Santa Ana' boats, and h and twelve 

th r men ail d to Havana wh r auth oriti w r notified to 
nd a ar h party for the re:naind r of th r w.19 A imilar fate 

b £ 11 th regim nt of Asturias. Th San Crist6val, ailing north in 
th Gulf Str am b tween the Florida p nin ula and th n rthern 
Bahama , al fo und red on a reef. Th ship and ight ldiers 
w re 10 t, but th majori ty of the regiment along with th hip ' 
cr wand captain made it to a nearby island where they were re -
cu d and brou h t to afe harbor at St. Marys.2o But Moth r 

atur was not y t fini h d with the expeditionary force. I nearly 
July, the high wind an 1 rom~h a of an other early season storm 
cau ed many boats anchor cl in t. Marys harbor to lose ancho r 

able and crash into on another. The San Matias collided with 
th San Antonio de Padua and uf£ red considerable damage above 
d ck, although it scap d any structural damage below. t last, 
aft r r cup rating in Havana, Fath r H a tt arrived in t. 

Augu tine, and in a rly Augu t the hipwrecked regim nt of 
turias wa able to d part for Spain with the happy new that 

pani h rul had bee n rein tated in Florida.21 

Hurrica nes w r fa ts of life to re ident and royal officials in 
th fortifi ed port cities of th Caribb an. Famili s who mad th ir 
living from th a adopted a fatali t a ttitude toward the inhere nt 

17. Ze ' ped e lO B rnard o de Galvez, 16 July 1784, L gaj o 2660 , SO, GI, in 
Loc key, East /;Zmida, 223-24. 

] 8. Ib id . 
19 . orre pondence \ ilh Be rnar 0 de GG'i lvez ( aplain C n ral of uba), l 3 

O CLOb r 1784, Bundle 40, EFP. 
20. Ibid ., 4 July l 78 . 
21. [bid ., 8 ugusl, 13 0 lober] 7M. 
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LIM TE, COMMU ITY , D OMME RCE 461 

dange rs involved in a maritime cu lture. But ev n though popular 
attitud remained static, the government' response und erwe nt 
ignificant change in th e late e igh teenth century. Sinc the begin­

ning of Charle Ill 's re ign in 1759 and th pread of 
Enlightenment ideas to Cuba, th e capta in-ge n ral of Cuba and 
other royal official took an active rol e in pro moting scientific 
knowledge.22 Ove r the previous tw nty y ars, the deve lopment of 
meteorology, although primi tive by modern standard , had grown 
by leap and bo unds and maritime practi es had chang d accord­
ingly. 23 Harbor pilot in Caribbean port citie lik St. Augustine 
operated under stri t rule' that compelled them to de lay dep ar­
ture if traditional wi dom and weather ign port nded treacher­
o u w a ther. 24 During the autu mnal quinox, Caribbean ports 
were cIo ed , and no hip wa permi tted t leave until the danger­
ous s a on had pa ed. 25 0 stranger to the d va ta ting effects of 
hurrican , 0 e rnor and Captain Gen ral Bernardo d Cal ez 

nt ut a ir ular order in th wak of th 1784 torm to all cap­
tains and pilots d tailing th m an to pr v nt tran ports from 
being caught in another torm.26 

Equally important as th d ir to advan ce scientific knowl­
edge and improve navigation, Charles III ' officials developed 
imperial policy to mitigate disaster's impact on the civilian popu­
lation. u ch royal initiativ evolv d , in part, a a result of hard 
e perience in anoth r of pain ' Gulf oast coloni , Lo ui iana, 
and the unsatisfactory a ttempt to impo e Spanish rul in 1766. 
The man h n a gov rnor, Antonio d Ulloa, was a capable 
bureaucrat with long xp ri nc in panish Am rica, 1 ut his 
efforts to bring the rebellious form r-Fr nch residents under con­
trol w re thwart d by the ollateral effects of a hurri an in 1766 

22. Manue l Ca ado rbo n ', 'Baj o J i no d la militari zac i6 n: las prim e ra 
e ' pedi cio n cientffi a ilu trada a Am ' ri ca (1735-176 1), La eieneia eSj)(l'I?ola 
en ltramar (Madrid , 199 1), 19-47; Manuel Luc na almoral, "La expedi­
cio nes cie ntfficas e n la e poca de Ca rl o III (1759-1788) ", La cimeia espanola en 

ltramar, 49-63. 
23. Report of J ose AnLOni o Armona, 17 0 LOb r 1773, L gajo 256- , Co rrco. , 

Gl. 
24. Junta de Pil oLOs de la Hava na, 100 lober ] 775 Legaj o 257-B, Correo, GI; 

Mi ell aneo us Legal In trum n and Proceedi ng , 17 4-1 19, ] 9 plemb r 
1787 , Bundle 261 5, EFP. 

25. Re port o r J ose Fue rt s, ] 6 ugust 1791, 25 ctobe r 1790, gajo 260- , 
o rreo , AGl. 

26. Co rrespond e nce with Be rn ardo d Ga lvez (Ca pta in Ge neral o r uba) , 11 July 
1784, Bundle 40, EFP. 
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462 F LORID HI T ORl e L Q ARTERLY 

lhat d rained th fund in hi limit d trea u ry.27 v\Th en the royal 
tran ports carryi ng the m n )' for hi treasu ry were wrecked al ng 
th Gulf Coa t, lloa wa f reed to grant conce ions to th local 
re id n ts.28 For two ear , h truggl d to gove rn the colony when 
di a ter interve n d o n again in th fo rm of a particularly d adl 
torm that struck Havan a on October 15, 1768.29 The crisi in 
uba r a t d a domino eft ct that led to predi table shortag and 

£ r d roya l officials to hift re ou r e to the island. Two w k 
lat r, the Fr nch inhabi tan ts of Loui ian a took advan tage of th 

ri i and r volt d again t Spani h rule. Ulloa was fo re d to fl 
th olo n for th e sat ty of uba.3o Only a strong re pon 
b Cuban ffi ials in H avana bro ught Loui iana bac k in to th 
Spani h fold .3 1 

Th r pr ion of th e New Od an rebellio n is univer ally ana­
lyz d in a p litical con text and fr qu ntly i n as a purely 10 al 
e n t. If th r b Ilion i revi ited in th light of recent theoretical 
ad an in modern disaster r s ar h , however, it is clear that a 
s ri of di a ter I d to a carcity of re ource tha t led in turn to 
reb llion. early a th 1760 , Cuban offIcial recognized what 
m odern go rnm n ts a re just learning: in di a t r' afterm ath a 
trong corre la tion xi ts be tween an inad quate gov rnmental 

r pon e and political unrest 32 Fac d with numerou problems 
in Lo uisian a, Ch ari III' offi cials react d wi th autonomou 
d r granting con iom, de igned to make r overy easi r 
and quicker for th e a r a hi ~ hardes t. Th e first deer allowed 

27. Robert . Wedd l , Changing ~''ide : TwiLight and Dawn in the S'jJani h Sea, 
1763-1803 (Coll eg la Li o n, T }:., 1995) 10-23. 

2. Fra nci co d o lano P ' rez-Lila, La pa ion de reformar: Antonio de Ulloa, marino 
y cientijico, 17/ 6-1795 ( vill e , pain , 1999) , 220. 

29. t.Slado que comprehende Las desgralias que causa eL huracan eL dia 15 de ortubore en La 
ciudad de La Havana ( ad iz, pa in , 1768); Estado quP comtJrehende las de gracias 
que causa eL huracan eL dia 15 de oclubre en La ciudad de La H avana (Madrid , 1769) , 
L gajo 1 -94, SD, Gl. 

30. J o hn PresLon Moore , " nto n i.) de Il oa: Profi l of the First Spanish 
ov rnor of Lo ui iana ," LouisiG:na H islO1Y (sum mer 1967) : 189-218; Ern t 

F. Dibbl a nd Earle W. ewton , ed ., "R VO IL in Lou i ian a: A T hr at to 
Fra nco- pani h Am i tad ," in Spain and H e-r RivaLs on the GuifCoasl (P nsacoia , 
Fla. , 1971), 40-55; Gil be rt C. Din , Francisco Bou.ligny: A Bou1'bon SoLdie-r in 
pan ish Lou.isiana (BaLO n Ro uge, La ., 1993),31-35. 

3 1. Bibiano Torr -Ramirez, Alejandro O'Rpilly en Las India (Sevill e, pain , 1969); 
Weddle, Changing 7Zdes, ] 5-22, :ie cri b how weaLher and navigatio na l di ffi ­
cu lty pl agu d lh O 'Re ill exp d itio n . 

32. 0 1 o n," wards a Po li ti s of Disa L r," 283. 
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Caribbean captains-general unpr c d n ted autonomy in se tting 
a ide both metropolitan and local regulation that would hamper 
re overy effo rts .33 In practical t rm , thi meant that for ign rs 
would be allowed to provide food fo r th province, and by 1768 
afte r the rebellion , Louisiana e p nd d 70,000 P os, nearly half 
of it 160,000 peso budge t, for flour purcha ed from the 
"Engli h. "34 imilar allowance were promulgated in uba during 
th di a trou 1770 and continu d into th 1780 .35 Of ourse, 
onc 'ion were intended to b t mpo rary, but ub quent e 0-

logical rise during the r mai nder of th entury meant that the 
emergency mea ures nact din the 1760 were invoked again and 
again. 36 

The political cris is tha t faced Vic nt de Z ' P d s in Florida in 
1784 wa virtually identi al to tha t facin g Antonio d Uoa in 
Louisiana in 1768. Like lloa, Z ' sp d d alt with a urly popula-

33. Ra mo n de la Sagra , H i tona economica politica y estadislira de La {sLa de Cuba 
(H avana, Cuba, 183 ] ) , 133; Ro F. icho l , "Trade R latio n and the 
Establish ment of th e Uni ted tates onsu la tes in pani h Ameri a ," Hispanic 
Amf>"ncan H istonral Review 13 ( ug ust 1933): 293; arIa Enca rn ac io n 
Rodriguez Vicente ," EI o me rcio ub'mo la g u rra de ema n ipa ion 
non americana,' Anuario de esludios ammcano II (1954) , 94; J u lio L 
Rive re nd Bruso ne , H i toria economica de uba (Havan a, Cuba, 1974), 103. 

34. thana e de Mb i' r s to Lui de nzaga 11(~zaga, 1 F bruary 1770, L gajo 
] 10, PC, I , in H erbert Eugene Bo lto n , ed. , Athanase de Mh.ieres and the 
Louisiana-Te as Frontif>r, 1768-17 0 ( ew York, 19 14) , 147 . The orre pon­
deL1l, thana e de M ' zi ' res , r ported that th wheat crop fai led because of 
the extremely rainy ea o n . 

35. For th e 1768 hurri can e , 'ee orrespondence of th e Cuban apta in (s) 
General, 12 ovemb r 176 , from Bataba no , and from Guadalu pe (wher 
ma ny Florida no fami li e ' had evac uated in 1764) , 31 October 1768 , gra nting 
permi sio n to militia member to se ll bana na to a lleviate th e food shorla T , 

Legajo 1093. The officia l gove rnm e ntal dossier o n th e storm i. in Legajo 
1097. For the 1770 see Corre po nd nc of th Cuban Captain () en eral, 
22 October] 772, 2 v rnber 1772, I] F bruary 1773, L gajo 11 5 L; 2 
Decemb r, 16 Decemb r 1772, Legaj o 1143, a ll PC, G I. 

36. C. . Caviede , "Fiv Hundred Y a rs of Hurricanes in th Caribbea n: The ir 
Re lation hip with Global Cli mate Variatio ns," GeojoumaL 23 ( pri l 1991): 
30 1-10; ide m, El ino in H isto'ry: tonning Through the Ages (Gainesvill e , Fla., 
200 1). Beginning in 1766 a nd o ntinuing th ro ug h the 1790 , th e etLi e m nlS 
of the Ca ribb a n basin u ffe red " pa modic cl imati inte rl udes" ranging fro m 
drought to de luge; Ca ied , EL ino in H i lO1Y, 167-6 , 20 J , 206. ographe r 
and cl im a tologi ·t date the litLie Ice Ag as lasting from . 1550 th rough c. 
18 0; Ce ar . Cavi de , Pe r onaJ ommuni ario n to a uthor, 24 October, 
2000; herry J o hn o n , "Wher H as Al l the Flo ur G n ? Environmenta l Cri is 
a nd the Formation of tla nti Worl I Co nection , ] 760s-1770s" (pap r pre­
s nt d at th e Ame rica n Hi tori cal Assoc iatio n Me tin g, San Franci co, Ca lif., 
J an uary 2002). 
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tion of foreigners with a trea:mry that wa inad quat for th co ts 
of the recovery. 37 Ze p d wa ent to St. Augu tin with a ridicu­
lou 1 mall sum of forty thot;. and pe 0 , which wa hardly nough 
to pay ordinary operating costs, ne r mind the extraordinary co ts 
of lh aft rmath of disa te r. To begin w r th co ts of procuring 
additional boat to take th r .... giment of turia to adiz. 3 Cr w 
from th damaged v s 1 had to be tran £ rr d to hip that would 
b r turning to Spain, an additional exp n .39 Whil waiting for 
th quipm nt and munitions to b unloaded , the captain of th 

turia r gim nt and thirty of his soldier were lodged aboard the 
San }\ifatia .40 t. Augustine' treasury bor th ntir co t f th ir 
mainte nance ince they were not permitted to et foot on hore, 
and ultimat 1 , it was addlec. with all of the tran p rtation co 41 
On a mall r ale, Father H as ett, who had 10 t ev rything in th 
hipwr k, p tition d the crown for r titution , and up n 

Zespedes ' re omm ndation . he wa awarded four hundr d p 0 

in 17 6.42 

Ithough Ze ped reco nized compensation as the prud nt 
and just cour e to take, by 178 it was apparent that fund in hi 
treasury could not cover th ,~ costs of provincial operation. On 
num rous occasion he. pleaded with Bernardo de Galvez, the cap­
tain general of Cuba, and with Juan Ignacio de Urriza, the 
Intendant in Havana, to end him mor money.43 The probl m 
wa omplicated because the M xi an tr a UI that upplied the 
Florida ituado was xperiencing its own difficultie of poor har-

ts cau d by drought. 44 F3.Ced with food hortag and popular 
riots , M xican officials limited money th ey sent to Havana for t. 

37. The tr ubi maker in East Fl o rida were termed "banditti " by con tempo raries. 
Lockey de crib them as "refL.gee and vagrant "; Loc key, "Introduction ," in 
Ea l Florida, 14-19. 
Ibid. 

39 . Zesped e to B m ardo de Ga vez, ] 6 Jul y 1784, L gaj o 2660, D, GI, in 
Lockey, Ea t Florida, 228. 

40. Ibid. , 227. 
4l. orr 'pond nce with Be rn ardo d Galv z (Captain Genera l o f Cuba), 8 

ugust 1784, Bundle 40, EFP. 
42. o rresponde nce with Be rn ardo de Galvez ( aptain Genera l of Cuba) , 8 

ugust 1786, Bundl 41 b4 , EFP. 
43. Vi ente Manue l de Z - pede t. ) Juan Ignacio de Urriza, 20 e ptembe r 17 5, 

Bundl 55, EFP, in Lockey, Ea5t Florida, 727-28; Zespedes to Galvez, 1 October 
L 785, Legajo 2660, D, GI, i'l Lockey, East Florida, 730-31, 

44, Enrique Flore cano, Precio d~ maiz y cri is agricolas en Me ico (1708-1810) 
(Mexico City, ]969), 
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ugu tin e. ' N"or e till wh n the siLuado did arriv , th Int ndant 
of Havana discounted apr entag of th ituado moni befor 
shi pp ing the rernaind r to • as t Florida.45 

De te rmined not to repea t the e p ri n e of hi predece or, 
Ze pedes's prud nt re pon e dr w upon pr ced nt and practice 
that began in Loui iana and had b n commonplace on th island 
of Cuba for ighteen y ar .<16 To begin , he implemented emer­
gency mea ure at th loca l 1 vel that allowed foodstuff: to ent r 
dUL)' free .'17 H al 0 dr w upon th xampl set in 1772 LhaL per­
mitted Spani h hip Lo travel to foreign ports to purcha e provi­
sion , and foreign hip w r allow d to nte r t. Augustine if they 
carri d fo d. 4 Although promulgat d in St. ugustin e, Lhe action 
me t with the approval of hi. superior officer, captain general 
Galvez, who confirm d Ze pedes' actions in 1786.49 Z ' sp de ' 
re pon e sub equ ntly won approbation at th highe t lev 1 [ 
gov rnment from Mini tef of the Indies Jo e de Galvez.50 u h 
action io lat d all e isting restrictions tha t prohibited trad 
betwee n Spain ' coloni es and th newly-independ nt Unit d 
Stat , n verth less, Zesp des' em rg nc power allowed th e 
prohibition to be circumvented.5 1 The re ult wa that th United 
States, hard pre sed for urrency and prohibited from trading 
direc tl y with uba, would orne to utiliz St. Augusti n as the gate­
\ ay to the i land. All participant w uld profit, but marin er and 
merchants in St. Augustine would b th direct beneficiarie . 

Th ration of St. ugustine ' maritim community was 
immediate and led to a tamp de t purcha e hip. ale were 
[ll1an d through a varie ty of method , but fr que ntly prop rti 

45. Corre ponden with Be rn ardo d e Ga lvez (Cap ta in General o r Cuba), 25 
ugu t ] 786, Bundle 4 1 b4, EFP. 

46. Co rr sp ndence of th e uba n Ca ptai n ( ) General , 12 November 1772 , 
Leg~j o I 14 1; 12 Septem b r 1772, Legaj o 1 L 43, PC, G I. 

47. Co rrespo nde n e with Be rnardo de Ga lvez (Ca ptain General or Cuba) , 
Bundle 4 1 b4, 25 ugus t 1786, citing Z ' 'p des 's o riginal d lara ti o n in ] 784. 

4 De partu re or Ve el " Jul -D c mber 17 4, Bundle 242H1 9, rriva l o r 
Ves e l , July-Dece mbe r 17 4, Bundle 214F17, bo th FP; o rre p nd nc r 
th > Cuban Captain ( ) n ra l, 22 0 lOber 1772, 2 ovember 1772, II 
February 1773, Legajo ] 15 1; 2 Decembe r, 16 December 1772, Legajo 1143, 
PC, GI. 

49. Correspondence of th uban Captain () en e ral, 12 eptem ber] 784, 9 
1 ov mber, 20 ove mbe r 17 4, Legajo 1356, P , G I. 

50. Royal Order, 4 ovembe r 1784, Bundl 39, EFP, in Lock y, East Florida 304. 
5 1. icho l ,"Trad Re la tio ns," 289-3 13; Lewi ,"Anglo m c ri can Entre j reneurs ," 

11 2-26. 
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own d by a prospective captain's family w re old or mortgaged. 
For example bar ly one mO::1th after the return of Spani h rul , 
m rchant Roqu Leonardy ~;o ld a lay and house h had pur-
hased during the British pe ·od and ju t a quickly inv ted in a 
hallow-draft hoon r for the coa tal trade.52 Anoth r trat gy 

,a to mortgag a family property to rai e capital for the pur-
ha e.53 Other m n enli ted the h lp of kin and compadr s who 

po t d ecurity bond to finance th ir ntry into th manUm 
trad .54 One compli at d financial trail urrounded Antonio Laso 
and J o e Suarez who ombmed th ir resources to pur ha a 

hooner from vVilliam later.55 Within day of the purcha e, Laso 
sold hi hou e to J o ' Aguirr ... to rai capital to consummate the 
d aI , but appar ntl th valu e of the house was not ufficient to 
co r the vel' co t. 56 Earl} the following year, Aguirr and mer-
hant P dro Co ifacio pledged additional ertifying that th part­

ners w re acceptabl cr dit risks for the chooner's pur has .57 

till oth r borrow d money from t. ugustine's affluent r i­
dents. Juan an Salvador borrow d a urn of money from Marfa 
Triay's hu band, Juan Carr r as, and h promi ed to pay the debt 
within fi months from the profits that he anticipat d in the 
coa tal trad.5 Alcantara, too, financ d th purcha of hi fir t 
hip, a 10 p h named La ( atalina, through a loan he ecured 

fr m one of t. Augustine 's mo t afflu nt worn n , I abel P rpal1. 59 

From th binning, mantlme commerc t St. Augu tin 
took on a multi national dimen ion and straddled the ranks of th 
city' ociety. Th immediacy of the ituation in ummer 1784 
m ant that a captain ' nationality or port of origin wa irrelevant 
when it came to providing food to a de p rate population. In 
Augu t, bar ly on month aftl_r the return of Spani h ru le, at I ast 

i ht merchantmen arriv d from Sa annah and harl ton with 
provi ion for th city. Among ilie captains were t. ugu tine r -

52. E crlluras, 3 Augusl, ) 3 ugu l 17 4, Bundle 366, EFP. 
53. "Libro prime ro de ano laciones y hipot cas y tributos el 12 de julio de 1790 

h cho por don Do mingo Rodrf ues de Leo n," fo lio 23, Bundle 407, EFP. 
54. E crituras, Ignac io Dard to Ar g I Baqu ro , 11 ugu t 1784, William la te r 

to Antoni La 0 and J o ' Suar z, 20 Octo ber] 785, Bundle 366, EFP. 
55. Ibid ., 20 0 tob r 1785. 

6. Ibid ., 10 ov mbe r ] 785. 
57. Ibid ., 28 February, 15 Ma rch, ] ~ 86. 
5 . Ibid ., 2 July 1785. 
59. ivil Pro e ding , 31 March 17B5, Bundle 329r7, EFP. 
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id nts joaquin Mach oqui and Santiago Clak who brought food 
into the city from Savanna, but nglo captain Pedro Brase1man 
was equally welcome with his cargo of salted beef, wine , in , and 
aguardiente from Charle ton.60 Gualtero Griffith's arrival on th 
Punch brought herring and beer, and his cargo of china and nail 
w re now offered to consumers in the city.51 For other area of the 

panish empire, trade with North Ameri a wa prohibited , but t. 
Augustine' merchants suffered no uch prohibition. From july 
through Dec mber 1784, twenty-eight civilian ship arriv din p rt. 
All but two came from nited Stales citie , and a the n w pr ad 
far and wide, oon ships began arriving from northern ports u h 
a w York and New London , Connecticut.62 

Alr ady-w II-connected families had little diffi uhy in capital­
izing upon hardship and amplifying e tabli h d maritime n t­
works, and with the opening of trade with bOlh north rn and 
outh rn ports, St. ugu tine took on th function of an ntrepot. 

Migu I Ysnardy, the captain of th Santa Ana that was wrecked in 
the 1784 storm, wa a m mber of a kinship and commercial n t­
work that link d St. Augu tine to Philadelphia, Havana, and Cadiz. 
In Philadelphia, broth r jo / Marfa Y nardy sup rvised the north-
ern t rminu f th nt rpri ,and wi thin a year th family 

njoy d 0 mu h uc that they were forced to contract th ir 
merchandis out to other captain .63 Another brother, Toma 
Y nardy, wa th e conduit through which th fami ly traded with th 
home port, Cadiz.54 The Havana bran h of th op ration wa 
manag d by Miguel Y nardy' wit and mother-in-law, who estab­
li shed a p rmanent household there in 17 9. 6fi The Y nardy clan 
expanded their commercial contacts to Baltimor through th ir 
a sociation with Margar t Frean. Frean initially cam to t. 

ugustine with her husband, john, but he ultimat ly return d 

60. Arrival of Ve sels and Cargoe , 11 ugu ·t, 27 Augu t 1784, Bundl 214F 17, 
EFP. 

61 . [bid. , 16 Augu t 1784. 
62 . Ibid ., July-December 17 4. 
63 . Tbi d ., 6 May, 8 October, 20 D cember 178 ; ichol , "Trade Re lation ," 

296-302; Ma nuel Moreno Fraginals, El ingenio: comjJlejo econOmico social cubano 
del azucar, 3 vo)s. , 2d ed . (Ha ana, Cuba, 1978) , 1: 100-101. 

64. Antonio Raffelin to th e Ca a de o ntrataci6 n, 12 July 1787, Legajo 512, 
Itramar, GL 

65. Corre ponde nce of th e uban Captain ( ) General, 26 eptember 1791 , 
Legajo 1481 , PC, 1. 
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nor th while h r main d in St. Augu tin e and becam o ne of th 
most promin nt merchan ts in the city.55 

Maritime conn ctio ns w,~re also e tabli hed wlth New York b 
homas Tunno, a holdover English m r hant from the Briti h 

p riod , wh o act d a 011 c ti on ag nt fo r d b owed to depar ting 
Bri ti h citiz n.67 Tunno ' hip, the Swift, wa o ne of th first to 
tran port provisions into the city.58 He wa al 0 amo ng th e van­
guard in u ing St. Augu tin ,- a a gateway to th mor lucrativ 
mark ts in H avana. By 17BS, he had acqui r d an age n t in St. 

ugu tin ,Juan de Aranda. U nder Aranda' steward hip , Tunno's 
cargo did no t comply wi th the piri t of imp rial regula tion 
much Ie th le tt r , a m r handi e \ as not even perfunctorily 
unloaded befo re it wa tran hipped o n to Havana.59 In 1787, 
Tunno I ft Ea t Flo rida, po ibly to reconfigu re hi interests in 

, York, but by 1789 , he had returned to St. Augu tin e having 
e tabli hed ven mo re lu ra tiv omme rcia l con tact with Cuba.7o 

Portugu m rchant Juan Bauti ta Ferre ra spent a bri f time in 
ha rles ton wh re h e married into the Bentley-Nixon family. In 

17 7, Fe rrera r quested p r rni s io n to immigrate to St. Augu tine 
wi th his fa mil , and by the fo llowing ear he wa !ling Ea t 
Florida 's produ ts in Havana in r tu rn for lave . 7 1 Charle ton and 
o ther ni ted State por ts provided more than proVlslon and 
la ; lh also provid d hips fo r eag r buyer in th Spani h 

w rld. 72 Franci co Xavi r Sanchez purchased th uestra eiiora de 

66. E cr itu ras , 8 O Clo be r J 79 1, 11 ove m b r 1791, Bund le 367; Me mo ria ls, I 
ugu l 1792 , Bund l ] 2ml 4 O a ths o f Al l g iance, Bu nd le 350 4, 1 Ma 

179 ] , a ll EFP. T h i cx te n ive ne two rk ma have had even g rea ter linkag 
thro ug ho u t thc Ca ribbean. no th r man with lh su rn ame Y na rdi , 
Francisco Y'na rd i, was in volved in co m m rciaJ a tivi ti c a nd po 1.i lical inlriguc 
in pan i h Trin idad , Ca racas, a nd Cumana in th la le e ig h le >nth e nlu ry, bu t 
a co n n c lio n be twee n Fra ncsico a nd lh Ysnard i cl an in Havana a nd l. 

ugusline ha. no t bee n d lC'rm ined ; J a n d e Grummo nd , "Venezu Ia n 
e q u i e n te n nia l Doc u m e n B," His/){tnic Am.erican Histori((l / Review 42 

( love mber 1962): 547-49 . licho ls, "Trad Re la ti o ns," 29 -3 13, was o ne or 
lhe fir t chola r to u nd e r land these pan- a ribbean ne two rks o f' Lrad e. 

67. , nsu Re turns, Cc nsus o f 17 5, Bund le ~23 , EFP. 
6 . rri a l o n e ' I and ,a rgoe, 30Augu l1 784, Bund le 2 141'17, EFP. 
69 . Ibid ., 27 Fe brua ry 1785. 
70. Ibid .,30 ugu l 17 4; Me moriaL, 28June 1787, 25 May 1789, Bu nd le 180 14; 

n 'u Re turns, C nsus o f J 7Q, Bund le ~23 , a ll EFP; Mo re no Fragina ls, EI 
in ge n io , 108. 

71. e mo rials, 6 e pLe mbe r 1787 , 17 Marc h 1788, Bund le 179J 14, FP. 
72. Marina If'o n 'o Mo la , " <lVegllr sin bO la r: EI me rcado d e e mbarca io nes d 

'egu nd a ma no e n la Carre ra ::I e l nd ias (1778-1797) ," j ahrbuch Jii r Ceschirhtf 
TJon Staat, Wi rlschaJt 'U 11 d GfSflL~ .. /wjl Lalein.a.merihas 34 (1997): 144-57. 
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Las Angustias in Charles ton through the efforts of agen t Josef 
Perez. 73 Another agent, Thomas Wooten, arned three hundred 
pesos in commi sion whe n he arranged the purchase of a ship in 
Charleston for an unnamed Florida buy r. 74 

It was in t. Augustine's Medit rranean communi t that 
opportunity had its rno t dramatic ff ct. 75 During the Briti h 
period, these families h ad been marginaliz d , but scarcity, th ub­
sequent relaxation of regulations, and Ea t Florida's strategic po i­
tion contributed to their unpre ed nt d social advancem nt. 76 

Two ex tend d famili es exe mplify th dimension of social mobility 
that charact rized the period. One network, the Alcantara-Co ta 
clan , e nter d around Antonio Alcantara, his broth r Jos', his 
brother-in-law Miguel Costa (Catalina's brother) , and th extend­
ed family that wa created when his mothe r-in-law married into the 
Tudelach e clan . Another network revolved around the xtended 
clan of Bernardo Segui , Domingo Martinelly, Juan Quevedo , 
Sebastian Ort ga, and Pedro Cosifacio (subsequently id ntifi ed as 
the Segui clan). Although both clans we re related to ea h other by 
marriag , whether they coop ra ted or compe ted is difficult to 
e tabli h. 77 What is clear, however , i tha t in 1784, all of these men 
and their exte nded famili e were consign ed to the ordinary rank. 
Only Bernardo Segui was of sufficien t tatus to be accorded - spo­
ra li cally - the honorific title "Don.' 78 A decade late r, their tatus 
had changed dramatically. 

Quickly, members of these families ente red the intercoastal 
trade. Alcantara already was an xp ri need captain and compe-

73. emorials, 12 February 17 7, Bundle 297P8, E FP. 
74. T ho mas Woot n to Lydi a Woo te n , 4 D ce mb I' 1789, Ma nus ript 

Co ll ec tion o lo nia l Florida, Bo 3, P.K. Yo nge Library of Florida History, 
Unive rsity of Florida. 

75. T he te rm "Medite rranean communi ty" refer to th e he t roge neo us group of 
people classified as Minorcans in th e Ce nsu o f 1784, Census Returns, Bundle 
323A, EFP. Whil e many were from Minorca, a la rge p rc mage we re Ita li ans, 
Corsican , and Gree ks, including Pedro Co ifacio, Do mingo Martin ell y, juan 
Qu evedo, nton io Alcantara, and Migue l Co ta; Zesped to Galv z, 16 July 
1784, Legaj o 2660, SO GI, in Lockey, East Florida, 232-33. 

76. Pa tricia Griffin , Mullet on the Beach: The Minorrans in Florida, 1764-1783 
Uacksonvill e, Fla., 1991), ]05-92. 

77. Bro th e r a nd sister Juan a nd gueda Villa lo nga wer ITImbe rs of the 
lcanta ra-Co ta a nd Segu i cla n respectively. gu eda Villa lo nga was B m ardo 

Segu i's wife. He r niece, Margarita Villa longa, was Juan 's daughte r a nd mar­
ri ed to J org Costa; Ce nsu Returns, Census of 1793, Bundle ~23A, EFP. 

78. Ce nsus Returns, Ce n us of 1784, Bundle 323A, EFP. 
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t ot to ail the entire ea t coa:)t. 79 OoJuly 7, 1784, h e became one 
of East Florida' first resident to enter th e coa tal trade when he 
wa alled upon to ferry men , materiel, and provisions from th e 
damaged royal hips anchor d at St. Mary .80 J ose Alcantara 
shared his broth r 's nautical knowledge and v ntually succ ded 
him a a captain in the family enterprise.81 Miguel Costa wa a 
fr lanc captain-for-hire who ailed ship for various mercantil 
enterpri e including St. Augu tine' merchant house and tran -
port d member of the Havan a oligarchy to ports a far away a the 
Rio d la Plata. 82 Th brothe rs-in-law were member of an extend­
ed s afaring fami ly of Corsican origin that included stepfath r 
D m trio Tudelach , brother Jorge osta, half-broth er Nicola 
Tudelache, and brother-in-Ie.w J o ef Buchoni.83 The clan was 
alread experienced in sailing and in a favorab l posi tion to take 
ad van tag f the ch anges, when Z ' pedes's d cr e galvaniz d 
them in to ac tion.84 

Th e S gui clan was a diffe rent story; on ly tw'o of the membe r , 
Martinell and Ortega, both sailor, had any maritime experi ence . 
In 1785, S gui and Co ifacio w re traders, Ortega was a stonecut­
ter, and Qu vedo Ii ted his occupation a a tailor in 1786.85 Still , 
the clan wa ted no time in ntering coa tal trade. In arly October 
1784, Yn 's Qu vedo, married to Cosifacio, sold a hou e to finan ce 
th purchase of a chooner.86 Bernardo S gui was the fir t of the 
group to arrive in port from ( 'harleston with a boatload of provi-

79, Paper on ario us Subjec lS , 7 July 1784, Bundle 195M 15; Escrituras , 31 March 
) 791 , Bundl 368; C n us Returns, ensus of 1784, Bundle 323A, a ll EFP. 

80, Papers o n arious ubj ects, 7 July 1784, Bundle 195M ] 5, EFP. 
1. "Relac i6n ," 1 Ma 1793, L gajo 2207, D, AGI. 

82. Pape rs o n Various Subjects, 7 Jul y 1784, Bund le 195M15; Escrituras, 1 March 
1791 , Bundle 368; Census Returns, e nsus of 1784, Bundle 323A, a ll EFP; 
Papel Peri6dico de la Havana, 26 J ly 1792. 

83. Ce nsu Return , C n u of 1781) (H a e rt Ce nsus), Census of 1793, Bundle 
323A, EFP. 

84. Pablo Torne ro Tinajero established th at sailors were the second large t seg­
ment of t. ugu tine's worker:; (forty-three), behind labo re rs whose num­
bers to talled eigh ty-two; " ociec.ad y pob laci6 n e n San Agu lin de la Florida, 
17 6," Anuario de estudio arneri,a,:nos 35 (1981): 28. 

5. Census Re turn , C n us of 178!), Cen us of 1786 (Hassett Cen u ), Bundle 
323A, EFP. An cell en t analys is of the Segui cl an from an anthropologi al 
pers p ctive is Griffin , Mullet on the Beach, 184-92, who links th e men in th e 
fami ly through th ir wi , th e Qu vedo (Cavedo) wome n. Acco rdingly, he 
categoriz s the fa mily a "malrifocal" and describes th em as "upwardly 
mobil e. " 

86. E critura , 6 October 1784, Bund le 366, EFP. 
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ion .87 Hi kin man, Martinelly, ail d to Ha ana, from wh r h 
r turn d in J anuary 17 5.88 In one hort y ar, th volum of traf­
fic had grown 0 much that the clan wa forc d to expand th ir 
operations. In Dec mb r 1786, Bernardo S gui b oked pa ag to 
Havana on La Maria, and two months lat r , he sailed int t. 

ugu tine harbor on the obj ect of hi vo ag ,th Nuestra eiiara de 
Belen. 9 

By 1788, t. Augu tine ' hip ranged th Atlantic oa t from 
ew York in th north to Montevideo to th outh, and th ir cap­

tain w re ubiquitou in the coastal trad that linked th Atlantic 
world.9o Th ir maritim paths cro ed fr qu ntly a th arri d 
flour from the United tate , lum ber from N w Orl an ,food tuff 
from t. Augustin and dried jerked b f (ta aja) from Bu nos 
Air .9] During th bu y hipping a on from winter 1787 
thr ugh spring 178 ,th S gui clan ail d s v ral provi ion hips 
into t. ugu tine ' harbor. In January 1788, patriarch B rnardo 

gui arrived from Havana with two hipments for hi omm rial 
nt rprises, but h al 0 carried two additional cargoe , one con­
igned to Y: nard and anoth r to Manuel Herrera. H remained 

in port only long enough to unload his cargo and tak on anoth r 
before he I ft on a northbound vo g . Likewi e, hi son-in-law, 
Quev d , imply stopp d 0 r in t. Augu tin b for continuing 
his journ y b tween Havana and Savannah, whil at th arne tim 
Martin lly ail d outhward from har! ton with a hip load d 
with provision .92 In lat March, S 'ui returned from harle ton 
with a cargo of two thou and brick and v ral barrels of bean , 
arriving in company with fr e-lanc aptainJoaqufn Ma h chi , at 
the h 1m of a hip that belong d to kin man, 0 ifacio. On board 

rriva l ofV Is and ar , 29 0 embe r 17 4, Bundl 21 4F] 7, EFP. 
[bid ., 31 January 17 5. 
Departur of Ve sel , 7 Decembe r 1786, Bundle 262; Arriva l of Ve s Is and 
Cargoe , 1 F bruary 1787, Bundle 216B17, EFP. ho rtly th e r afle r, gui 
o ld one o f hi ho u e to Juan Jo e BOLL qu e l; , crilura , 17 pr il 17 7 

Bundle 367, EFP. 
90. Arrival f Vessels and Carg ]7 4-1795, Bund l 214F17 (1784-17 5), 

Bundle 21 5 17 (17 6), Bundle 216H1 7 (17 7), Bundl 217117 (1788-1789), 
Bundl 21 Ul7 (1790-1 791 ), Bundle 219K17 (1793-1794), Bundl 220 (1795), 
EFP. 

91. rrival of e I and Ca rgoe , January 1788, Bundl 217Il7, EFP; Papel 
Peri6dico de La H avana, 30 Lobe r 1790, 5 April 1792. 

92. rival of V I and Ca rgo s, 10 Janu ry, 27 J anuary 178 , Bundl 217117; 
Is and a rg es, 14 Ja nuary 17 , Bundl 262, EFP. 
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w a mi d argo of flour , rice, beer, win , porcelain, and even 
\,vh tston [or sale in Ea t Florida.93 

Th e A1cantara- 0 ·ta f mily was al 0 busily plyin g the 
aribbean and South Atlantic waters. ntonio AI an tara, a the 

owner and aptain of La Catalina, preferred to ail betwe n 
Ha ana and t. Augu tin .94 Hi broth r-in-Iaw, Co ta , was more 
limit d a a free lan aptain-for-hire , but ne e rth Ie s, he wa 
abl to work for th Ian' b fit. In February 1788, h arrived in 

t. ugu tin with a contract d boatload of provi ion from 
Charle ton , but he imm diate ly lea ed a hoone r from Lui Fatio 
and r turn d LO Charle Lon with a cargo of oranges and lumb r. 
On his return trip he brought back sailcloth, rope, and thread for 
outfitting another ship.95 Onc on shore, Both the egui and the 
AI antara- ta cla ns market d th ir cargoe through th ese family 
t r in th city.96 

Wh e n uch comm rial a tivity is analyzed in an eco logical 
ont xt what re ults i a plausibl explanation why St. ugustin ' 

famili could trad with the Unit d tat in spit of imp rial 
r tri tion that prohibit d uch a tivity. St. ugu tine' merchant 
and maritim families ailed among the Atlantic port cities with 
impunity becau e crisi allowed th m to do o. For th eir part, royal 
Oftl ial in Florida continu d to portray the ituation a an m r­
gen y for to do oth rwi wou ld cau e th concession to be 
r ok d. Inde d , by 17 7, uban authoriti w r becoming 
increa ingl · suspi iou that the risis in St. ugustine was Ie grave 
than appeared, and they in isted that mergency op ration be 
halted.97 Z ' ped , in omrnunication with Diego de Gardoqui, 
th panish mini t r in N w York, r ponded by citing the pecif-

p rmi ion he had rec iv d from th lat Cond de Gal ez 
(B rnardo d alvez) that allow d t. ugu tine to trade with 

nited State ports for n c ss ry suppli 98 The trade continued. 

93. Ibi d ., 2 March 17 8. 
94. rrival of V sse !. and argo ,27 February 17 8, Bundle 2 t7117, EFP. 
95. Ibid ., February, 19 Februa ry 17 8. 
96. Me mori a ls ( tore Lice n e ), 7 Se pt mbe r, Cosifacio and J o e Pe 'o de Bu rgo 

marri d to Marla Mabriti alalin a Costa's niece; 9 e pte mber [ atalin a 
Co. ta , 'egui , Ort ga, Juan Villa lo nga], 1790, Bundle t80A14, EFP. 

97. o rre pond nc with ini t rs and Co nsul , 6 F bruary 1787, Bundle 
lOt 1 , EFP. 

98. Ibid ., 19 March 1787. 
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t the sam tim , yen Mother Natur onspired to p rp tu­
at the qua i-I gal ituation by sparin . th city from the brunt of a 
dir ct hit whil avaging other ar a of the aribbean. Major 
torm , both in th tlanti and in lh Gulf of Mexico, tay d w II 

out to sea, and wh n the did make landfall , th did 0 in under­
popu lated area .99 Ea t Florida, n v rtheless, uf£ red from their 
ollat ral effects a hips bound for h provin e w nt to the bot­

tom with th ir argo of p 0 and provi ions . In eptember 1785, 
two hips head d for St. u u tin w re lost at a, a rbating 
the already-pr cariou stability of the province. IOO By D c mber 
17 6, ardoqui had negotiated a contract with th commercial 
firm Stoughton & Lynch of w York to pro id food for East 
Florida on a r gular ba i .1 01 Th n xt year East Florida' tr a ury 
uffer d yet another blow wh n La Esclavitud, n route to t. 

Augu tin carrying foun n thou and peso and mail , wa never 
heard from again. 102 In thi a th 10 wa b th imm diat and 
collat ral La Esclavitud would hay ontinu d on to 
wh r a cargo of em r ncy provi ion await d transportation 
outhward. With the 10 of La EscLavitud, Gardoqui wa for d to 
harter a private e 1 to transport th provi ion , thu in r a in 

th osts of governing v n more.103 
t. Augu tin ' maritime-mercantil community continued to 

reap the ben fits with a ignificant hift in Spani h imperial eco­
nomic policy: the promulgation of a ro al ord r in February 1789 
that lib ralized r strictions on lay imports into uba. Mo t tud-

of th lay trade p rtray the de laration a a watershed in 
aribbean hi tory, on that contribut d to th xplo ion in la 

imports into th i land. 104 related historiographical d bate cen-
t r around whether Florida wa a onduit through which lay 

99. Milia , H urricane oj the Caribbean, 263-81. 
100. Corr ponden e of the uban apLain (s) C 11 ral 19 ptember] 785, 

Legajo ] 387 P , 1. 
101 . Ze ped s t Cardoqui, 29 D e mb r 1786, Correspond nee with Mini ter 

a nd Co n u ls, Bundl 101 18, EFr. 
102. orre pond n e with Minist rs and on ul , 17 eptemb r 1786 Bundle 

lOIS] 8, EFP. 
] 03. Corr spond n with Be rnardo d a lvez ( apta in C neral of Cuba), 17 May 

17 7,27 Ma 17 7, Bundle 41 b4 EFP. 
104. Proclam ations and Edi ts 31 Ma 17 9, Bundl 278013, <FP; Rafae l 

Lopez- aid - , "Hacfa una peri d iza io n de la hi Loria de la c1avitud en 
Cuba," La e clavitud en Cuba (Havana, Cuba, 1986), 13-29; L Rive rend, 
Historia economira, 178- 3' Moreno Fraginals, El ingenio, 51; [ e nneth Kipl e, 
Blach in otonial Cuba, 1774-1889 (Caine ville, Fla. , 1976). 
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w r mu d into th e United State from Cuba after th 
tran -Atlantic The most sig­
nifi ant contribution to th d bate was offered by K nne th Kipl , 
"h argued convincingly that larg -scal lave imports from Cuba 
w re un upported both b vidence and by economic common 

n . Kiple demon trated that the primary and more lucrativ 
mark t for lave was uba because the island needed lave far 
m r than the outhern nited States and wa willing to pay mor 
for th m. 106 Simply put, h th r in 1784 or 1818, the pani h po -

ions w re conomically solv nt, and trad with Cuba provided 
p ci that wa unavailabl oth rwise.1°7 Under th Articles of 
onfederation, the United Stat faced int rnal dis nt and finan­
ial difficulti , a fact often forgott n by hi torians but cl arly com­

pr hend d by Vicent de Ze pede who, a late as 1787, report d 
t J e d Galvez that "un table gov rnment, obvious di en ion, 
and canty mmerc ... at th pr nt tim are keeping in com-
m ti n th tate still inappropriately called ' United ."'lo 
Z ' p edes' a sessment was a l 0 common knowledge among 
FI rida's captain, and while th r cogniz d the pot ntial for 
pr fit by trading in slav , th y al 0 knew that the direction of the 
trad did not flow from Cuba into th nited Sta te. Rather, they 
kn , that th trade went in the oppo ite dir ction, from Unit d 

ta t ports toward th island. 
Ev n b for th royal ord r of 1789, t. Augu tin had erv d 

a a port of entry for laves from northern Unit d Stat cities . Th 
mini . try of J o e de Galvez ha always promoted the principle of 

] 05 . Frances J. talTord , "III gal Importa ti o ns: Enforccment of th e lave Trade 
La\vs alo ng th e Florida Coa t," Florida H ist01ical Quarterly 46 (October 1967): 
124-33. Staffor I's argum nt ite and fo ll ow the li ne of Dorothy Dodd , "The 

hooner Empero r: An Incide nt of th III gal Slav Trade in Florida," Florida 
Historical QuaTterly 13 Uanuary 1935): 117-20; W.E B. Du Boi , The u/Jpres ion 
oj the African Slave-Trade to the United tates oj America, 1638-1870 ( ambridge, 
Ma s., 1896) , 11 0-23; Ir i h B. Phillips, American egro Slavery, A urvey oj the 
SU/Jply, EmjJloym.ent and Contm l oj egro LabOT as Determined by the Plantation 
Regime ( ew York, 1952), 147; Ke nn e th tampp , Th e Peculiar Institution: Slavery 
in the Antebellurn South ( w York, 1956) , 271; Warre n . H oward , Amelican 

laver andthpFederalLaw, 1837-1862 (Be rke ley, ali f., 1963) , 26. 
]06. I nn elh F. Kipl e, "Th as Against a ine tee nth-Cen tury uba-Florida 

lave Trad ," Florida Historical Quarterly 49 (April 1971) : 346-55. 
107. ba rle W. alo miri , "In titu tio na l Fa ilure, Mone tary carcity, and th e 

Dc pr ciatio n of the o ntine n ta l ," Journal oJEconomic!-fist01Y 48 (March] 9 ): 
47-50. 

] 0 i nte dele -pedes toth Marques de SonoraUose deGalv z), 12May1787, 
in \lVhi tak r , Commercial Policy, 53. 
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fr trade for pam aribbean colonies, and in approving 
Zespedes 's emerg ncy m a ures in 1784, he extend d comm rcial 
conces ions by p rmitting slav s to enter East Florida duty fr e. 109 

The numb r of lav represented but a trickle and wa conducted 
as econdary to th importation of more important produc . On 
a return voyag from Charleston in October 1785, Bernardo Segui 
brought four lav into East Florida along with variou food tuff: . 
One male slave wa for hi hous hold , but the other three were 
"contracted prior to his departure by other citiz n of the 
province."l LO P dro Cosifacio imported two mor laves from 

harle ton in Decemb r, and Joseph A 'uirre tran ported one of 
S gui ' lave to St. Augustine lW O week later.1 11 Antonio 
Alcintara's r turn voyag from Charle ton in Novemb r 1784 
ex mplified not only the diverse nature of commerce with th city, 
but al 0 th ability to engage in slaving, albeit on a minor scale. La 
Catalina arried a cargo of cheese, brandy, gin, apples and butter. 
He had contracted to carry one large box of supplies for the 
artillery company of th city, and everal bale of clothing for 
Thomas Tunno. Two lave al 0 entered on the voyage: on 
belonging to Alcantara; th oth r th property of an unnam d pa -
senger. 112 

The univer al fre trade declaration allowed t. Augustine'S 
merchant famili to xpand their maritim r p rtoir , and the 
Ysnardy ne twork imply in trticted their captain-for-hire, Antonio 
Marichal, to begin carrying slaves along with his cu tomary argoes 
of wheat and lumber.1 13 Thoma Tunno ' return to St. Augustine 
and his creation of mercantile conn ctions in Cuba coincided pr -
cisely with the lib ralization of slave import regulation. He 
b cam a 0 iated with Cuba's most outspoken proponent of 
increased slave imports, Franci co de Arango y Parr no, and their 
commercial allianc lasted into th nin teenth c ntury.1l4 St. 
Augustine 'S captains wer al 0 v ry a ttractive employee to 
Havana' m erchants. P dro Juan Erice, a merchant from Navarr , 
mov d in the highest circles of habanera ociety and became one of 

l09. Royal Order , 4 No ember 17 4, Bundle 39, EFP, in Lockey, East Florida, 304. 
110. ArrivalofVe e l and Cargoe , 24 October 17 5, Bundle 214F17, EFP. 
111. Ibid. , 1 December, 17 D c mb r 1785. 
11 2. Ibid ., 25 Nov mber 1785. 
11 3. "Relaci6n ," 1 Sept mb r 1794 Legajo 2207, SD, ACl. 
11 4. Memori al , 28 Jun 1787, 25 May 1789, Bundle 180A14, EFP; Mo reno 

Fraginals, El ingenio, 1: 108. 
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th mo t prominent figure i Cuba's plantation complex econ o­
m in the nine teenth century. 1.1 5 In 1792, h e commission d 
Migu I Co ta to sail to the coast of Brazil in his be rgantin El 
Dicho 0 , o n a voyage tha t brought 105 slave into H avana.11 6 

Th ac tivities of the less afflu ent merchant families offer com­
pelling viden ce of the impact of the free trade declara tion on a 
pe rsonal Ie 1. 11 7 In June 17 9, Alcan tara old his original v sel, 
La Catalina, to £ llow clan m mbe r Juan Villalon ga, wh o renamed 
the ship Industry and ent r d the coas tal trade . Meanwhil , 
Alcantara b oked passage to ewYork where h purchased a capa-

ious chooner fro m agents J ohn Moley and Solomon Salt tha t 
he promptly named Santa Catalina. 1 

I S Acquisition of a larger hip 
allowed him to import fifty-five laves into H avana in November 
1790. 11 9 Alcantara's cargo of lav s originated in Baltim ore , and 
hi ability to pur hase slave in that city was a cl ar con equence of 
previou con tacts developed und r the emergency of th e 1780 . 
N w able to bypass ' ast Flo rida ntire ly, Baltimor became th 
p rimar ource of slaves that St. Augustine's captains brought to 
Cuba. 120 Prior to th liberalizati o n, Domingo Martinelly's sloop, 
Carmen, arried food products and lumber; afterward h too car­
ri ed lav s to Havana acquired in th northe rn port. 12I J ose 

ovachica was an o ther of St. Augustin ' slav captain who trad­
d not only with the United States but also in slave marke ts 

thro ughou t the Caribbean . On hi fir t lavi ng voyag into 
Havan a, hi schoon er, La Maria, imported seven ty slaves that he 
purcha ed in Sav nnah and Baltimo re .122 H e njoy d a sterling 
repu ta tio n in Cuba, and in March 1792, whe n he announced that 
h wo uld sail to "foreign colo ni s" to purchas slaves on consign-

11 5. o re no Frag-inal , Et ingenio, 1: 71, 100 , 108. 
11 6. Papef Peri6dico de la Havana, 26 J uly 1792, 29 Jun e 1794. 
11 7. In additio n to th e fo llowi ng exa mples, o th e r t . Augu tin capta ins who par­

Licipa ted in th e lave trade incl ude Simo n Cucullu (" Re lacion ," 1 July 1794) 
and J ayme Pra ts (ibid ., 1 February ] 795 , Legaj o 2207, SD, ACJ) . 

11 . Me n o ria l and Cone s ions, 22 June ] 789, Bundle 297P8, EFP. 
J 19. "Relacio n," 1 Decembe r 1790, Legaj o 2207, D, ACI. 
120. PapeL Peri6dico de la Havana, 28 ovember J 790. 
12 1. PalJeL Peri6dico de La Havana, 1 O cto be r 1792 ; "Relac ion ," ] love mber 1792, 

Legaj o 2207, SD, ACI. 
J 22. PapeL Peri6dico de la Havana, 26 June 1791; "Relac io n," ] July 1791, Legajo 

2207, D, AC I. Iro nica lly, Covac hi ca was in Hava na harbo r althe sa me tim e 
tha t AI anlara de parted o n his fa te ful voyage , but ovachica some how avoid­
ed th e deadl to rm tha t took the latte r ca ptain 's li fe. 
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me nt, inve tor contributed 23,000 p 0 to his propo d ub-
cription voyage in ju t three day. Fi w k later, Covachica 

return d from D minica with a cargo f 149 lav .123 
The ri ing fortune of St. Augustin ' captain and m rchan 

stand in harp ontra t to political in t rpr tations that vi w th lat­
t r decad e of the ight enth c ntury a a tim of cri i . 
Paradoxically, whiI St. ugu tine famili s were enjoying eco­
nomic pro p rity, th political situation in th Atlantic world a a 
whole nter d a dang rous "Turbul nt Time. ' 124 For pain and 
Spanish Ameri a , the long piral d wnward began with d ath of 
key memb r f th Galv z Ian. B r ardo d Gcilv z, wh arned 
the coveted appointment a Vic roy of Mexico, died in 17 6; hi 
uncI ,Jo e, mini ter of Indie , followed in 17 7. Th gr a t t blow 
wa had Ill 's death in D mber 1788, bringing hi untrain d 

harl IV to the thron .12- Ro al ineptitude trickl d down to 
aribb an, where it wa manit sLed in uba in the ineffec tiv 

and arrogant regim of captain-g n ral Lui d la a a 
(1790-1796) .1 26 Las asas's poli tical machinations and blatant 
favoritism toward a mall group of planta tion interests ali nated 
th majority f th i land ' inhabitants and re ulted in n r anar­
chy. 127 Comp unding th probl m , th Spani h Caribb an suf­
t red from proximity to French t. Domingue and its 1791 
reb Ilion. In 1793, Spain b cam mbroiled in th internal fight-
111 in t. Domingue, and the de£ a t of a Spani h exp diti nary 
force th following year led pain t d Santo Domingo, which 
occupied the eastern half of Hispani la, to Franc .1 2 In Loui iana, 
th incompet nt go ern ment of Ca a 's broth r-in-law, the 

123. PapeL Peri6dico de la H avana, I Ma , 3 Ma 12 pril 1792; "R lac io n," 1 Ma 
1792, Legajo 2207, D, GJ. 

] 24. David Barry Ga par and David Palri ck G ggu , d . A Turbulent Time: The 
French Revolution and the Greater Caribbr>an (Bloomin gto n, In d ., 1997) . 

125 . J ohn L nch, Bourbon pain, 1700-1 08 ( wYork, 19 9) , 376-81; J a que A. 
Barbier, "The ulminati n of th e BOLirb n Refo rm , 1787-1792," Hi jJal1 ic 

merican Historical Review 57 (Februal 1977): 52; J o hn R. Fi h r, Commercial 
Relations between pain and jJanish America in the Era oj Free Trade (Liv rpool, 
Eng. , 1985) , 49, 65; David Ringro e SPain, Europe, and the "Spanish Miracle, " 
1700-1900 ( a mbridg , Mas ., 1996) , 106-19. 

126. h rry J o hnso n ocial Tral1rJorrnation oj Eighteenth-Century Cuba, 1753-1804 
( a ine vi ll e, Fla ., 2001) , 121-45 . 

] 27 . Ibid. , 146-63. 
128. Marfa Ro ario vill a Sol r, anto Domingo: Tierra de laJronlem (1750-1800) 

(Se ill , pain , 19 0) ,377-408. 
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Baron d arondele t, parked a troop mutiny and a n arly-succ 
ful rebellion of whites, fr e colored , and slave .129 

The ituation wa qually precarious on the Florida frontier 
where th b rder was under iege by th intrigue of itizen Cen At 
and th ambitions of ad entur r from Georgia and the 

arolinas. 130 In characteristically partisan fa hion , Las Ca a 
trans£ ned the few troop e could pare to Loui iana to help 

arond I t, I aving the "gallant garri on in Florida" to fend £ r 
i If. In 1795, rebels attack d an outlying fort in th north rn 
part of the province along the St. John River, capturing one offi-

r and thirty oldiers, but t. Augu tin ' veteran troops and civil­
ian mi litia ralii d to xp I t invader. Even whil the look d 
f arfully ov r th ir should r for conspiracies, resid n in Havana 
prai d th xample s t by the Florida community for its patriotic 
and loyal stan . The Catalonian Mountain Rifl m n w re credit-

d with r taking th fort on th t. John River, th 
hroni ally-undermanned Third Battalion was lauded for it 

c ptional brav ry, and the civilian militia units and rdinary cit-
IZ n were compar d favorably to habaneras the m elve . 

ont mporary opinion c1 earl acknowledg d that th victory in 
; a t Florida was on of the few bright spots in the dismal adminis­
tration th y w re forced to endure .13 1 
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Florida off from its lin of upply. On the morning of August 27, 
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