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Book Reviews 

Sinking Columbus: Contested History, Cultural Politics, and 
Mythmaking during the Quincmttenary. By S teph en J. um m e rh i 11 
and J ohn Alexand r William . (Gain ville: Univer ity Press of 
Fl rida, 2000. xii , 219 pp. Li t of illustration , acknowledg­
m n ts, introduction , notes , ind . $49.95 cloth. ) 

Summerhill and William , bo th acad micians, we re involved 
in th e SOOth an nive rsary c I bratio n of h r i topher Columbu in 
19 2. They t II a fasc ina tin g tale of th volu tion of this r ent 
o mm mora ti o n from aw of th great admi ral to the wish that he 

had n ver da rk ned th e American sho res. Th elebta tio n , th y 
sa wa upgrad d fro m "an innocuou e thnic c I b ration" to a 
"ba ttl gro und for our entire view of We tern cultur ." They ke tch 
the charac t rs who haped the comm mo rative ac ti itie , spelling 
ou t in ti tuLional rivalr i , g ne rational confli cts, ethnic pr ide, and 
h o tili ties . 

Th au thor describ v ral commemo ra tive plan , both in 
th U nited State and abroad , in con iderabl d tail. Spain pen t 
lavi hly; I taly had a traditio nal celebra tio n ; the Dominican 
R public, where o lumbu ac tually land d , wa nthusias tic, but 
und rfunded ; M xi 0 was subdu d. In the United State, J ohn 
Alexand r Willi a m serv d as direc tor of the Ch r i topher 
Columbu Quine ntenary Jubik Commi ion for two y a r . T h 
commi io n wa troubled by e thnic struggle, spar funding, and 

rious conflicts of int r st. For example, its plan fo r th 1992 
Chicago World ' Fair, which planner had ho p d wo uld qual th 
Columbian Exposition of 1 89 ~; , became a victim of thnic and 
par ty t n io n and confli ct b twee n the Id guard and th thnic 
n ighborh ood . 

[82J 
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BOOK REvIEW 3 

Celebrations of olumbus, most old-fashioned and in f£ ctu­
aI, failed. Traditional commemorativ events did not ignite public 
interest. Still, th celebration wa not 0 much disregarded as r di­
rected. "Truth" about olumbu wer reint rpr ted in new 
frameworks that recognized the imp riali t thnocentri m and 
oppression of nativ peoples during Europ an colonization. As 
the planners discovered, traditional olumbian program , in en i­
tive to indigenous people, were shipwr ck d on populist shor s. 

How could poor heroic Columbus bod monized? For th 
previous two hundred year , h had b n fited from selective 
memory. Every bad thing he ev r did, long a part of the public 
record, had been forgotten. In 1992, h wa newly blamed and 
condemned for his redi cover d faults. Earlier Columbus had 
been forgiven much becau e h wa gallant and brave, a poor boy 
who succeeded, ad vout Christian, and most importantly, becau e 
he was needed to begin the American story. Now our story ha 
other first chapt r. W no longer need Columbu to begin the 
Western Hemi phere and th United States, and he ha ons­
quently fall n from grace. 

olumbu ' di covery has been redefined as an ncounter, a 
the e chang of people, plants, and dis ases . Wh th r Columbus 
wa the first European to arrive in the we tern hemi ph ere is now 
beside the point. Someone el e would hav opened the "new 
world" soon enough. Columbu , how ver, achieved a public rela­
tions coup. As th book notes, he returned to Europe, h Id a pres 
conference, and got government funding to return. 

According to Summerhill and William, orne succe ful acti -
ltl did take place in his name. The "Honeymoon Proj t" was a 
sym.bolic "wedding of worlds" of th Statu of Liberty and 
Columbus; Mis Liberty's imm n trousseau was display d in La 
Vegas in comm moration. Two ·Washington xhibition , "Circa 
1492" at the National Gallery and "Seed of Change" at the 
Smith onian, got high marks, but neither had much to ay about 
th Admiral of the Ocean Seas. "Expo 92" in Seville was a ucce . 
The tour of r production carav Is wa admired, though only on 
proved eaworthy. Th authors celebrate the opening of th N w 
York branch of the Museum of the American Indian in the neo­
da sical Custom Hous , with its imperiali t sculptur and 
stain d-gla Columbu. 

v"hile th official Quincentenary may have failed, the authors 
argue that it succeed d b cau e it fail d. It became a celebration 
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84 FLORIDA HISTORICAL Q UARTERLY 

of th other. olumbus i now in disgrace, but he provided the 
context for d bating diver ity and tolerance , myth and hi tory. In 
the mirror of Columbu w r valuated the m aning of the past 
five hundred year. From th o xp rience, w can xpect that 
Columbu will continue to reem rg reint rpr ted, nhanced, 
and dimini hed a the wo rld d bates the futur m aning of the 
pa t. Our pre ent di gu t i an other phase of hi nduring myth , 
th great admiral led h ome in chain . D spite the riticism in 
1992 h wa ur Iy celebrated even by those who wrote negative 
books and pour d blood on hi:; tatue . 

Meanwhil , thi detailed retrospection should be requ ir d 
r ad ing by anyone planning a lebration. Ther are many Ie on 
h reo 

Claudia L. Bu hman Columbia University 

The Wreck of the Belle, The Ruin of La Salle. By Robert S. Weddle. 
(CoHeg tation : T xa A&M U niversity Pre s, 200l. xvii , 327 
pp. Li t of illu tration , for word, acknowl dgm nts, introdu -
tion, note , bibliography, ind X. $29.95 cloth.) 

a hi torian I should kn ,w better than to say that any book 
i th la t word on the ubject, but I find it difficult to imagin any­
one revisiting th compl te tory of La SaIl ' ffort to establi h a 
French co lony on the Texas coa t any time oon . The Wreck of the 
Belle, 1 he Ruin of La aile is a au thoritative and d tailed a tudy a 
w ar like ly to g t, barring th e di covery of new docum ntary 
our es that might h ave Iud cl th e author. That e ms unlikely, 

giv n that Wedd l ha been on La Salle' trail for ov r thirty y ar . 
In 1973, h published Wildernt'ss Manhunt: The Spanish Search for 
La Salle, and in e then h h el produced a erie of work di-
ussing the Gulf of Mexico and various aspect of th La all 

odysse that have h ed n id rabl light on the early Europ an 
Ionizatio n of the north rn Gulf of M xico r gion . With thi lat­

e t entry, the author come full cir Ie , tying up all th various 
thr ad of r arch and onj ( ture while t lling the French side 
of the tory. 

Th titl of the book r fer. ~ to the author 's mu e, for during 
the 1990s, ar heologi t working for the Texas Historical 

mmi ion xcavat d the Belle, o n of two La Salle hips to wreck 
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BOOK REvIEWS 85 

along th Texa coa t. Archeologi al work at th ite of La alle' 
po t n ar Matagorda Bay ha added detail on the doom d French 
colony. (Th arch ological vidence backs Weddle' contention 
that th po ton arcita r ek wa never called "Fort aint Loui ," 
a hi torian have come to call it, be au it wa never ub tantial 
enough to m rit the d ignation). Recent documentary inv tiga­
tion and re-translations of exi ting documents have al 0 h d n w 
light on La all ' proj ct and on th man him If. W ddl ha 
taken all th n w int rmation and r thought what wa pr viou ly 
known, b Ii v d, and pe ulat d about th ubject, and pre ent d 
u with a r interpr tation of chara t r , motiv , and v nts. 

To b gin with, La SaIl i no long r th gr at xplorer but 
bumbling urv yor of pa t interpr tation. He i a d ply flaw d 
and un ympath tic individual: paranoid, goti tical and elfi h , 
and abu iv of th p opl und r hi c mmand. W ddl ' portrait 

f La SaIl i unflatt ring enough t mak hi murd r at th hand 
of hi own men, if not ju tifiabl ,at least und r tandable . It turns 
out, however, that La SaIl was not only manipulative himself (for 
in tance, hiding th fact that h wanted to sail west of the 
Mi issippi in order to b closer to th ilv r mine of Mexico) but 
himself manipulated by hi partner and promot r. The e, 
including oui XIV, hop d to profit in variou way from hi 
ch me to wr t Spain' riche t olony from the imb ilic Chari 

II. Perhap La aIle' mo t unpardonabl de i ion wa hi initial 
ord r to shoot Indian on ight ( 0 much for the myth of univer­
sally friendly French-Indian relation). By the tim th coloni ts 
r aliz d th on equ nce of tr ating native p ople as ho tile, th e 
Karankawan bands wer 0 incens d that reconciliation was impo -
ibl . Th Y killed off th olonya oon a they got th ir chance. 

If La aIle come out the wor for W ddl ' clo e examina­
tion of hi pr vious car rand d ci ion-making during th T 'a 
xpedition, most of tho with him do not far much b tt r. 

Recruitment practices that includ d d c ption and turning a blind 
eye to erious character flaws left the expedition handicapp d with 
large numb r of men who w r incompet nt to e tabli h any rt 
of viabl Fr nch pr nc on th Gulf coa t. Th lergy that 
a companied the expedition con i ted of men generally mol' 
int r ted in a quiring rich dioc for th m lve in M xico than 
in tending to the spiritual needs f their fe llow xpeditionaries. t 
1 a t th young ngin r who signed up for the project had nse 
enough to foresee its failure and r turn to France on th Jolly, a 
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French naval v s I who caplain had been at odds with La SaIl 
from the b ginning. the xten ive primary and condary 
o urce are analyz d and int rpret d by Weddle, it is impo ibl to 

find the light t ray of hop for u ccess in th v nture . 
The Wreck of the Belle, the Ru;;n of La Salle is not li ght reading, but 

it i rewarding. T h e author' meticulous analysis and narrative 
approach has produc d a very d tai led work, perhap overly 
d tailed for all but the m t ', iehard fan of xploration hi tory. 
F r hi torian of North Am rican colonial history, parti cularly 

ploratio n hi tory, it is an indi pensabl e addition to th ir 
librari . 

J u F. de Ia Teja Southwest Te as State Univer. ity 

Assessing Site Significance: A Guide for Archaeologists and Historians. 
By Don ald L. H ardesty and Barbara Little . (Walnut Creek, 

alif.: Altamira Pr ss 2000. xi , 184 pp. For word, preface, glo -
ary, index, about the authors. 23.95 paper. 62.00 cloth. ) 

Hi tori ar haeo logical itc' are important parts of th ar ha -
ological re rd , and signifi can t sit hould be nomin ated to and 
Ii t d in th ati nal Regi ter of Historic Place. he older th 
h i tori c archa ologi al ite , the mor appar nt is its potential sig­
nificance. For instance, mo t researcher would agree that a we ll­
pre erved earl e ight nth-c ntury frontier it that wa occupied 
£ r o nl twenty years would b eligibl for Ii ting in th ational 
R gi t r f Hi toric PIa es . However, among archaeologists and 
cultural resow- manag rs, ther is a great d al of debate about 
th p t ntial signifi cance of more recent historic archaeological 
it s, such a lat ninet nth- and arly twenti th-c ntury farm­
t ads. 

In thi book, the author provide a fram work for valuating 
th sio'nifi ance of all type of hi tori ar haeological site and for 
n minating both early and more recent historic archaeological 
r our to the National R gi~ i ter of Historic Place . It should be 
not d howe er, that the title of thi book i omewhat mi leading, 
for it gives the impr ssion that the book is about ass ing th ig­
nifican e of all ar haeological ite, pr histori c as well a historic. 
The book on ly deal with hi t ric ar ha ological sites. This book 
would hav b n applicable to, and used by, a broad r gment of 
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BOOK REVIEW 87 
th archa ological community and cultural r ource manager if 
th author had had includ d chapters on pr hi toric archaeolog­
ical sites as well. 

Th book is organized in two parts . The first part provides an 
overview of th National Register nomination process. The 
authors outline a five- t p proce s for determining if a property is 

ligibl for listing in the National R gi t r. The first is to assign 
the archaeological sit to a property type. Once a site has been 
a igned a prop rty typ , one mu t d termine (step two) the hi -
toric ontexts that are app licable to the property. The third step 
in th nomination proce s i to evaluate the site with re pect to 

ational Regi ter Criteria A-D, and the fourth step is to determine 
if th prop rty type qualifi es for listing in the National Register. 
Th final tep in the nomination process involve an evaluation of 
th prop rty to determine if it retains sufficient in tegrity (how well 
i it preserved) to convey its sign ificance. 

Archaeological sites can be eligible for Ii ting in the National 
Regist r of Hi toric Places under Criteria A (important in nation­
al, state, or local history) , B (a ociation with an important p r­
son) and/ or C (architectu ral qualiti ), and/ or D ( ci ntific data 
content). The author provide e ampl s of hi toric archaeological 
sites that qualify for Ii ting in th National R gi t r under one or 
several of the e four categorie. Most archaeological sites qualify 
for Ii ting in th National R gi t r under Criterion D. 

Part One concludes with a di U ' ion f how to valuate the 
significan e of an hi toric archaeological site. Data sources are 
r vi wed, and it is noted th at a site must be evaluated with re pect 
to the quality of the information available both in hi toric docu­
ment and in th archa ological r cord. In evaluating a site, occu­
pation span, the site's uniquene , and it visibility in th 
archaeological r cord are other factors that n d to be consid-

r d. 
Most historic archaeological re ource can b assigned to one 

of the following prop rty group: linear ites, such as roads, trail , 
and canals; industrial sites, such a iron furnace and grist mill ; 
dome tic sites, uch a farm tead and rural illages; and large 
cale sit s, uch a plantation , mining districts and military ite . 

such, th s cond part of the book is broken down by the dif­
ferent groups of historic arch a ological it s; for each group, the 
auth or id ntify re earch domain and case studi . The book also 
contains a glossary of terms for the non-archaeologi t. 
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Thi book would be u fu l for archaeologi ts, historian , and 
ultural r ou rce man age rs. It i an xcellent reference too l fo r 

an one int r ted in no mina ting hi toric a rchaeological ite to 
th National Regist r of Hi toric Place and could be u ed a a 
textbook in a cultu ral resour ce m anagement clas , providing a 
framework for valua ting hi toric archa o logical sites and id nti fy­
ing a broad rang of re earch que tio n tha t can be addre d at 
hi toric ar haeol g ical ite. 

David Pollack Kentucky Archaeological urvey 

Paynes Prairie: A History of the Great Savanna. B Lar Anders n. 
(Sarasota, Fla. : Pin eappk Pre , Inc., 2001. x, 156 pp. 
Acknowl dgmen ts, introdu1:: tion , bibliograph , index. $14.95 

lo th .) 

F r the las t twelv thou and y ar o r 0, the wide expans of 
fre hwat r marsh and "fa y plain pre ently known as Payn 
Prairi ha provided the fer tile resource nece sary for human 
h abi tation. Located b tw n G::line ville to th north and the small 
town of Micanopy to th south, th twen ty-thou and-acre wilder­
ne ar a i n wa wildlife refug and tate park. At the beginning 
of the nine te nth c ntury, the prairie, along "vith its n arby lakes 
and h ardwood h ammocks, wa in 10 e proximity to Payn Town, 
th former h ad village of Sem inole chief "King" Payne. The ear­
lie t pio n r s ttl m n ts in th inte rio r of East Florida we r locat­
ed in th region as well. U nf, rtunat Iy, Payne Prairie' uniqu 
histo ri al h e ri tag h a no t ofte n b en explored. For thi reason I 
was parti ularl hopeful that Lars And r n ' hi tory of wha t natu­
rali t Willi am Bartram once dubbed the "great Alachua avanna" 
would b a useful addition to a very par body of work. 

And r n, who op ra t s an outdoo r tou r guide business in 
Al hua Coun ty, tates tha t hi primary inten tion wa to upple­
men t the knowledge of tourists who vi it the Paynes Prair i State 
Preserve . Touri t guide book , f course, a re limit d in cope, and 
it wa a di appoin tment to di cover that the author did n ot ri e 
abo e th genre . Th ab nce of endno tes and an unin pir d bib­
lio raphy fur ther limi ts its us ruin ss. A puzzling omi ion i the 
la k of any map tha t how the prairie' loca ti on. The title its If is 
omething of a misnomer ince th author sp nd mo t of his time 
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BOOK REvIEW 89 

d aling with urrounding town and ettlem nts-man of whi h 
ar orne di tanc from the prairi itself. 

Ander en briefly touches upon mo t of th k Y hi torical 
ev n : D oto's exp dition , the establishm nt of th larg t 

pani h cattl ranch in Florida-Rancho de la Chua, th Patriot 
R b llion, th founding of Micanopy and Gainesville, a well as the 
on et of the S ond eminole War. learly, th s are subje ts that 
warrant riou analysi and at least a modicum of contextual back-

round. And r en' bru qu lyle, essentially a distillation of s -
ondary ource, contribute very little and, in many instance, 
c ntain di t rtion and factual error. 

Whil it i b yond th scope of this review to go into great 
d tail, factual rror in lude Ander en' mi identification of 
P liklakaha, whi h h tat as bing "Micanopy's Town" rather 
than "Abraham' Old Town"-a at llite village of Chief Micanop 
and the hom of the pow rful bla k eminole leader Abraham. 
Th author di cussion of Mos Elias L vy, on of Florida's mo t 
interesting pion r settl rand th fath r of nator David Levy 
Yulee, is also inaccurat . Among th r thing , And r en lab I 
Levy' Pilgrimage Plantation a a di tinct "village" and hold th 
mistaken notion that he operated a econd plantation called 
"Hogmaster Lake " when in reality they were on and th sam . 
In addition, the author tate that ettlers Edward Wanton and 
Horatio Dexter con£ rr d with Chi f Micanopy b for building 
the town that was even tually named aft r him. How v r, docu­
m nt contradi t thi as ertion. Furthermore appar ntly unaware 
of new eviden e to th c ntrary, And r n adhere to th id a that 
Fort Mitchell-erected in dose proximity to th prairi in 1814 
during the Patriot Rebellion-wa located "east of today's Ocala." 

D spit Ander en' laim of p loring" ountl s docum n 
and historical collections," his biblio raphy is h avi ly kewed 
toward econdary ourc . Glaring omi ion include uch ba i 
as The Territorial Papers of the United States as w 11 a any citation from 
t rritorial new paper. He negl ts the highly valuable J ames D. 
Glunt Pap rs and th R ub n had Paper at th P.K. Yonge 
Library of Florida Hi tory at the University of Florida, both of 
which indud highly pertinent primary ources. Th Crown 
Collection of Early American Map , al at th Yonge Library, would 
have been a logical addition to th book in it ontain orne of 
th arliest map of Payne Prairi and delin at s the general area 
known by th Spanish a Tierras de la Chua. Glunt' "Plantation and 
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Fronti r R cord of Ea t and Middl Florida, 1789-186 " (Ph .D. 
diss., Univ r ity of Mi higan , 1930) would have provided excell ent 
background . Fina11 , my own articl , "Fort Mitch e ll and the 

e ttleme nt of the Alachua ountry," FHQ 79 (Summ r 2000), no t 
only places Patrio t involv m n t in the area into hi torical pe rspec­
tiv but e tablish Fo rt Mit h 11 ' locatio n a t the outhern rim of 
th prairie near the pres nt tcwn of Micano py. 

h ri Mona 0 Micanopy, Fla. 

Slave Patrols: Law and Violence ,in Virgin'ia and the Carolinas. By ally 
E. Hadd n. (Cambridg , Ma S. : H arvard U niv rsity Pr , 200l. 
xi 340 pp. knowled men ts, introducti on , pilogu e, abbr via­
tions, no te, bibliography, i ndex. 35.00 clo th. ) 

Pro£ r ally Hadden he illuminated a ubject abo ut which 
th r hav b n many suppo ltlon and little compreh n ive 
re arch. Hadd n ' mo t important contribution i h r cog nt 
analy i of th c ntinuou development tha t lave pa tro l sys tems 
und rwe nt. Sh ha al 0 hown that the cla tructur of lave 
pa tro l . stems wa mo re dive r than hi torian ha pr viou ly 
a umed. Parti cula rly in th Virginia and arolina loni , 
plante r w re a regularly inv Ived in the ac tual night patrol a 
w r "poor whites ." La te r th r a a heavie r repr en tati on of 
lower-cla m n , but even the n the autho ritie wh o over aw lave 
patrolling ' r often plante r~; . Th compo ition of urban slave 
pa trol could al 0 b om wh .t dive r e . 

Hadd n look clo ely at th olonial origins of slave patrolling. 
The mor M ri an were imported , the mor law and patrols would 
b n eded fi rst to captur run aways and next to en ur whit con­
trol 0 er nslav d black people O cca ionally, the need arose to arm 
lav to fight foreign soldier o r Indians, but wh n white men 

fought the same nemi th left an enforcement gap at home that 
planter and gov rnment offici Is had to fill. Slave control therefore 
becam paramount. As slavery expanded in th Old Dominion , 
whit Virginian faced fewer threats from Indians in se ttled area 
and ther for onc ntrated on keeping slaves under control. 

Professor H adden fully dl:: cribes the duti and behavior of 
pa tr 11 r. Pa tro lling wa reg:ular , no t poradic. The pa tro ll rs 
brok up what they defined as unlawful or su pici u meetings. 
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Patroller watched for runaway a well. In om a , patroll r 
had b n in tructed a to their legal authority; in other a th y 
were not. Th re w r also two pote ntial checks on their b havior. 
One was ma ter who refu ed to allow patrollers on their prop rty 
or who resented patrolle rs whipping sla th planters pre um­
abl controlled. Another check was lav ' ing nuity in evading 
patrollers and their occasional viol n t re istan e or reprisal . 
r aders of lave narratives know, en laved victims of patroll r bru­
talit had particularly vivid m e mories of their experience . 
Documented patroller relianc on gun , whip , rop ,and oth r 
weapons to overawe slaves confirm th formerly enslaved narra­
tors ' points of view. 

Patrollers had to be e pecially vigilant when lave plotting wa 
Dared or uncovered and during war. Yet, authoritie e erci d 
more control ov r patroller during in urrection car r ut­
break to en ure di ov ry of any plo ' rigin. war n of 
whit vuln rability during wartime 1 d t v n mor patrolling to 
pr v nt r b Ilion. Th Civil War wa obviously a special case 
b au of th dir ct thr at the Union my pr ented to lavery. 
B au e of th drain on manpow r , white leaders had to r I 
111 reasingly on m n who would ordinari ly have been r j t d as 
patroIl rs. (t on point, ev 1'1 Universily of North arolina 
preachers and faculty served on patrol.) 

Union troop who took over form rly onfederat t rritory 
ven acted a patrollers while om local police forces maintained 

control of Afri an American , now £ ared as free and r ad to 
r volt. Hadd n i parti ularly 1 ar about th continuity of slav 
patrol practice through Recon tru tion: there could b no more 
lave patrols, but patrol till enfor d th Black ode until mili­

tary rul b gan. Ev n th n nion offi r' and authoritie ' raci m 
limit d their will to protect ex-slave . With the Black odes elimi­
nat d and military rul tabli h d , whit m n "r urn d 
patrolling, this time as vigilantes." Professor Hadden hows that 
th ese vigilant s (including the Ku Klux Klan) u d old patrolling 
t chnique , but with a difference. Now th r were few r limits on 
their behavior than during lav ry. One point of disgui e and 
hoods wa to limit vigilante ' legal liability . In the final pag , 
ProD or Hadd n f£ tiv ly anal z conn ction b tw n lav 
patrols, po t-b llum vigilant group , and lat r police behavior. 

Sally Hadden ' study successfull corrects previous mi on p­
tion about, and con iderably improv our knowl dg of, lav 
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patrols in Virginia and the arolina. Hadden ' concentration on 
three lave co loni s and state has the strength of illuminating the 
d tails concerning lave patrols in those places. But by 1860, only 
about one-third of th outh ' slave population Ii d in Virginia 
and the Carolina. Hadd n only occasionally allude to slave 
patrolling in other colonie and tates. Hopefully, studi of orne 
of the Gulf States in particula:" will appear later. 

Someone hould have writt n a book like this a long tim ago. 
Hadd n 's successful study of lave patrols in parts of the Upper 
South ha largely corr cted th i probl m. 

Philip Schwarz Virginia Commonwealth University 

General William S. Harney: Prince of Dragoons. By eorge RolIie 
Adam. (Lincoln: Univ r ity of N braska Pr s, 200l. xix, 3 9 
pp. List of illustration , Ii t of maps , prefac , not , el cted bib­
liography, index. $50.00 cloth.) 

Although littl r membered today, William S lby Harney was 
an important and controver :.al figure in th nineteenth-century 
r gular army. During a ar er that spann d half a century, he 
arn d a reputation as an eff,_ctive frontier ommander and one 

of th army' leading xperts on Indian relation. He also mani­
fe ted frequ nt outburst of violent temper and brutal behavior 
and engag d in independent , unauthorized actions that on one 
occasion threatened to em broil th nation in a foreign war. In the 
fir t mod rn biography of Harney, George Rollie Adams presents 
a car fully balanced account of the general's car r and in the 
proc ss contribute to our knowl dg of the frontier army. 

Born in T nil. in 180 ,Harney grew up in the individual-
IstIC , iolent white mal ultur of th e south rn fronti r. 

ppointed a cond lieutenant of infantry in 1818, he served 
throughout the 1820 at arnlY garri ons in th Old Northwe t. 

During a brief tint as a payma t r during th 1830 , he b at a lav 
w man to d ath in a fit of rage, for whi h he demonstrated no 
r mor and managed to evade onviction for murd r. In 1836, 
Harn y wa promoted to l ieut nant colonel in th Second 
Dragoon Regiment, and he fir t won acclaim for hi aggressive 
lead r hip in th Second S m inole War in Florida. In parti ular, 
he pioneered riv rill. warfare-th u of mall detachments in 
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boat to p n trate th <verglad and root out the Seminol hid­
ing plac -and h al 0 acted with ruthless vindictiven toward 
r i ting Indian, ummarily hanging captured warriors. Rash to 
th point of irr pon ibility, Harn y violat d ord r at the out­
br ak of th M ican War by launching an ind p nd nt invasion 
of Mexican t rritory, though he lat r p rform d ably in Winfield 
Scott' march to M xico ity . During the 1 50 , he s rved as an 
admini tration trouble- hooter, handling a variety of difficult 
a ignm nts, in luding the uppr ion of filibu t ring on the Rio 
Grande border and ectional violence in Kan a. On a punitive 
exp dition in 1 55, h brutally ru hed a band of Brule Siou , 
th r b h lpin to t a pattern for we tern Indian operation that 
wou ld continu long aft r the Civil War. 

Harn y's most con trover ial action occurred while ommand­
ing in th Pacifi Northwe t in 1859. On hi own authority, h 
ord red a detachment of r gular to 0 cup San Juan I land in 
Puget Sound, part of an ar hip lag laim d by both th Unit d 
States and Great Britain. The Bri ti h dispatched forces to th 
c ne, a war scar result d, and only forb arance by both govern­

ments prevented blood hed. Althou h Harney stood by the 1110n 
at the outbreak of the ivil War, hi outhern background caus d 
su 'picion, and hi failure to take trong action against onfederate 
ympathiz r in Mi ouri led the Lincoln admini tration to u­

p nd him from command. In r tir m nt after the ivil War, 
Harney served as a key member of th Indian Peace Commission, 
a pan I that ought with limited ucc to nd Indian-white vi -
1 nce on the Great Plain by convin ing th tribe to ttl on 
re ervations. 

ince Harn y left £ w per onal paper , Adam ha painstak­
ingly reconstructed hi lif< through offi ial army r ord, th 
pap r of other army officers, and a range of local and famil 
our . Hip ially f£ ctiv in relating th g n ral to th 

broader cont xt of the nineteenth-c ntury military profe ion and 
the army's role in national expan ion . In asse sing his ubject, 
Adam att mp to trik a crupulously even balan be lween 
Harney s glaring war and his contribution a an effectiv fron­
ti r ampaigner and later upport r of the Indian. By tre in 
the general's virtue, h may lip at tim into th biograph r ' pit­
fall of over! id ntifying with hi ubj ct. Byany tandard of judg­
m nt, Harn y was a rude and violent bully, and his chronic 
b lligerence and disr gard for authority et him increasingly apart 
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fr m th pro£ ional, West Point trained officer who by mid-c n­
tury had om to dominate the army's junior and middle grad . 
Hi pat rnali m toward Natlve American r mbled attitude 
widely h Id in the offic r corps and in any ca applied mainly to 
th e trib sm n who had been d feated and w r und r hi con­
trol. N v rth I , Adams has produced an admirable biography 
of a n glect d figur and mad e a so lid contribution to frontier mil­
itary hi tory. 

William B. Sk lton University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 

The Richmond Campaign of 1862: The Peninsula Campaign and the 
Seven Days. Edited by Gary W. Gallagher. (Chapel Hill: 
Un iv r it of North Caro lina Pr , 2000. xv, 272 pp. 
Introdu tion , bibliographi( e ay, contributor, index. 34.95 
cloth.) 

Wh n a ked to cite th major battl s in th ea tern th ater of 
th Am rjcan Civil War, mo:; t cholar, ·tudents, and Civil vVar 
"buff: " point to tb titanic struggl at Antietam and Getty burg, 
th two confrontation at Mana as, and the bloody figh ts at 

hancellors ill and Pet rsbllrg. Th P nin ula ampaign and 
th e en Day, bow ver, u ually do not rank high on tbeir list a 
ru ial battle. Gary W. al lagher, the J ohn Nau Profe sor of 

Hi tory at the niver ity of Virginia, se thi a a riou oversight. 
H argu that the nion army' failed attempt to eize the 
Con~ d rate capital in the pri ng and umm r of 1862 and the sub-

quent Confederate counter;tttack d erv to b a igned greater 
importan . In the Richmond Campaign oj 1862, Gallagher and 

j -ht oth r ayi t mak a strong ca e for Gallagh r 's cont ntion 
tbat the Peninsula Campaigr, and th S v n Day con tituted a 
turning pint in the Civil War. 

Gallagh r pr vid the in trodu tion and pening e say of the 
book. The oth r essays b :.ong to William A. Blair, Kith 
Bohannon, P t r . Carm icha 1, J ohn T. Hubbell, R.E.L. Krick, 
Robert K. Krick, Jam Mart n, and William J. Miller. All of the 

a s are well researched and highly readable. They rang in 
I ngth from twelv to n, enty-sl~ven pag ,and ach one is followed 
b ampl footnote. Maps detailing the unfolding of th truggle 
on the P nin ula, Civil War era drawings and photographs of offi-
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cer who participat d in th fighting, and picture of ignifi ant 
battle ite tak n in th lat ninet enth and arly l'..ventieth c n­
turie adorn th e say and rv a h lpful aid to und rstandin 
th pivotal nts of the Richm nd campaign. allagher also 
include a hort bibliographi al a citing major primary and 
ondary ource d aling with th fighting on the Peninsula. 

In the introdu tion , Gallagh r e tabli he the campaign's 
trat gi , military, and diplomatic ignificance. By uccessfull 

defending Ri hmond and driving the Fed ral off th Peninsula, 
th Confederate army poiled nion trategi t ' hop of ending 
th war quickly. In the light of the Federal army' failur to take 
Richmond , har h r m thod of waging war, including emancipa­
tion , m d unavoidabl to Union trat gi ts. Pr id nt Lincoln 
probably would not hav con id r d u h har h ta ti had th 
Confederate capital fallen to Fed ral troop. William . Blair con-
ur with this point in hi e ay focu. ing on th demand of north­
rn radical to pro ecute th war m re vigorou lyaft r th failur 

of the Peninsula campaign. Ironi ally, "r bel" ucc on th bat­
tlefi Ids around Richmond may hay b n th reat t thr at to 
the onfederates' cheri hed in titution of lavery. 

allagh r also explains that uc ess came at a high price, inc 
in th ir defen e of the apital, the rebe l sustained heavier losse 
than Union for s. For th fir t time, Robert E. L e howed th 
tenacity in ombat on whi h hi fam would ev ntually r t. But, 
a allagher points out, some hi torian argue that L ' aggr -

IV tyl of warfar ma have unn c s ari l drained th Army of 
Northern Virginia of manp w r, th r by ha t ning its d £ at. 

he truggle for Richmond wa a l 0 noted by foreign 
ob erver. Th e on£ drat d £ n of th city nhan ed the 
reb 1 reputation among British and French 1 ader , both of whom 
w r on id ring recognizing th onfed rac. Th Battle of 

nti tam, g n rally r gard d a a northern vi tory which damp-
ened support for the nfederacy in Europ an capital , wa till 
t 0 months awa when th Union ffort to eize the Confederat 
capital came to an end. 

The Richmond Campaign of 1862 includes ay that focu on 
three officers who play d major rol in th P nin ula campaign 
and the ev n Day: George B. Mc lellan, Thoma J. " tonewall" 
Ja k on, and J ohn Bankhead Magruder. John Hubb 11 and William 
Miller agree with th g n ral vi w of McClellan a a timid officer, 
who ·howed n ither the intelligenc nor th fortitud t ommand 
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an entire army. Robert K. Krick attribut J ackson' poor howing 
during the fighting to physical xhau tion brought on by sle p d p­
rivation while Peter arm i ha I find Magrud r's lack of emotion­
al controJ under str hard to explain. Carmichael points to 
Magruder's xc ssive drinking a a po sible contributing factor to 
hi bizarre and e rra tic beh avior. Following th end of the fighting 
on the Peninsula, Cont derate official transferred Magruder to the 
Tran -Mis i sippi theater, a mov th g neral welcomed. 
Ma ntder' performance was b tter in the new venu . 

The e and other essay, uch a th on d aling wi th th 
impre ive rebel victory at th Battle of Gaines ' Mill and the Union 
triumph at Malvern Hill , mak The Richmond Campaign of 1862 
worth r ading, although thi~; colI ction of ay will probably 
n v r rank as a major work. The Univ r ity of North arolina 
Pr publish d the book a part of a rie titled "Military 

ampaign of the Civil War." ccording to Gallagher, they plan to 
ontinue the erie with similar xamination of other important 

battle v aged in the eastern theater. 

Jim Humphr y Missis ippi State University 

The Lincoln Image: Abraham Lincoln and the Popular Print. By 
Harold Honzer, Gabor ". Borritt, and Mark E. Neely Jr. 
( hampaign: University c,f IIlinoi Pr s ,200l. xxi, 234 pp. 
Pr fa , acknowledgments , introdu tion, illustrations, notes, 
ind x. 29.95 cloth.) 

V\ ritt n to a company a exhibit at G tty burg Coll ege in 
1984, thi book was originally publi hed a both a catalogu and a 
hard-bound volum [Harold Holzer, Gabor S. Boritt, and Mark E. 
Neel , Jr., The Lincoln Image: Abraham Lincoln and the Popular Print, 
( w York: Scribner Press, 1 q84) and id m, Changing the Lincoln 
Image (Fort Wayne, lnd: Louis A. Warren Lin o ln Library and 
Museum, 1985)]. Th reprint differs on ly in its new pr fa e, and 
mu t th r for be evaluated cl a work not changed in almost 1:\"'0 

decades, with no r t ren to more recent work. 
The volume offer a well-illu trated work that xplains "h ow a 

pnmltl indu try haped its unappr ciativ ubj cts for a pas ion­
ate l politi al audi n e ." Th authors deftly e mphasiz ke 1 -
ments: the technical and comm rcial asp ts of print-making, the 
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importance of popular politics in nineteenLh-century merica, 
and the roles that images played in private and politic.d life . 
Because of' its origi nal link to an exhibit, on ly free-s tanding prints 
are studied, foreclosing comparisons with imclges in journals or 
newspapers. The study deals with Lincoln 's election, the war, ~l\1d 
the period after the president 's assassination. 

The authors examine the \'(tryillg qualities of Lincoln images, 
from paintings seen largely by all elite (un less th ey were tlH:' basis 
ror pri n ts) , to ammeurish ellgr,\vi ngs a nd lit hographs cobbled 
together from photos , portraits, or other prints, in which propor­
tion and perspective played (I most limited role. As they note , th e 
prints represented a cOllllllercial response to popular demand , but 
offer th e historian an excellent sourc(, or material to understand 
Ilineteenth-cenlllry political and dOll1estic culture. Emphasi/.ing 
the context in which images or Lin co ln Illust he understood , th e 
(ltlti1ors portray a culture in which political figtlres were heroes 
(lnd celebrities, or great interest to the ge neral public, who hung 
tlH:'ir engravings in the parlor or ll10untedthelll ill f~lInily albums. 

Elements or technique and entrtpren ~ lIrship plc\)'ed a larger 
role in representations than might hav(' been ex pected, for inno\'a­
tions in Lechnique and distribution made images widely (l\'ailahle in 
the I RhOs. Engr~l\'(.-'rs and lithographers used paintings and photo­
graphs to create images o[ some accuracy and Illodest price , whil e 
quile a few pirated others' works , ~ldding to the market c hea p but 
il1~lCCllrClte images. Somc sly printers added Lincoln's facc to exist­
ing engr;win gs, such as (l mezzotint that originall y ce lebrated the 
Compromisc of IR!)(), in which Lincoln's race replaC<'d tha t or the 
mllch-shoner Calhollll. Represenl<:Ilions or Lincoln c \'ol\,cd in 
stages, according to the authors. i-\s a dark horse candidate, \'otlT" 
were anxiolls to get <1 sense or the candidate, cspecially as he was 
repllted to be ugly. Once thatnced was mct and a beard was added , 
a lull ensucd until the Emancipation Proclcllnation produced a ncw 
image of Lincoln as Moses, the Creat Emancipator, Poplllar alld 
\,'idel)' circulated, images of Lincoln showed him meeting ,\Cric<ln 
Americans , deliberating with his cabinet, or signing the 
Proc lamation. As the authors note , the age was one or sentilllen­
talism <Ind separclle spheres, and this nc w \'iew of Lincoln suited 
well the "c i\'ic religion " 0[' patriotic ' meric<1ns. 

U LincolIl hadl<lken on attributes or Moses in his liktimc, his 
assassil1<ltion on Good Frida)" April 14, IH()!), led to his iclentificl­
tion with Christ. The authors find this "olle or the l1lore rcmark-
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abl cultural phenom na of our hi to ry"- a la ting myth with le­
men ts of "r ligiou fervor, up r tition, the re tro p tiv impact of 
Lin oln ' \' n last public utt ran , and popular a rt. " A variety of 
imagina tive prints pou red forth, showing the act of assa sination or 
its planning (with a d viI whi p ring in Booth ' ear) or deathbed 
cene with important political and mili tary I aders wh o were up­

po edly pr nt. Too quickly, ang I b gan to appear, a did the 
fi gur of Georg Wa hington to welcom Lincoln into H eaven. 
Th ese \ e re follow d b prin ts of th Lincoln family a ted tog th­
er in loving dom ticity, by far the mo t popular cen , d pite the 
fac t tha t so n Robert had b n away a t coll ge or war, while young 
Willie had di ed in 1862 . 

This study is clearly argu d and offers thoughtful mat rial for 
those interested in the period. This reader regrets the brevi ty of the 
preface , which doe no t a s r ent cholarship. Studie of visual 
and material culture have flourished in r c nt decades, a ha gen­
der hi tory, and both oED r in ights into this volume's attention to 
domesticity and popular culture. This book i therefore welcome a 
a re ource, but Ie s us ful than it might otherwi e hav b en. 

arol Eli zabe th Adams University of Central Florida 

Before Jim Crow: The Politics of Race in Postemancipation Virginia. By 
J ane Dailey. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pre , 
2000. ix, 278 pp. Acknowledgm ents, introdu tion, pilogu , 
note , bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth. 17.95 paper. ) 

In th 1870s, a $40 million debt crippled Virginia governance. 
tate politics became polarized be tween "Funders," who insisted 

tha t the commonwealth mee t its finan cial obli gation , and 
"Readjuste rs," who advocated partial repudia tion of the debt. Led 
b William Mahone , the Readjust rs forged an alliance b lw n 
black Republican and disaffec ted whites, mostly small farmers and 
mountain p opl , and in 1879 captured control of the sta te gov­
ernment. Over the n x t four year , th Readju t r cal d down 
th debt, lowered taxe , increased chool monies, libe ralized th 
suffrage law , and ub tantially elevated the ro le of African 
American ' in ta te and local governm ent. Then , in 1883, beset by 
intern cin stri£ and D mocratic race baiting, the Readjusters fell 
from power and quickly di app a r d a a political force . 
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Jane Dailcy 's jj(IOf(' jilll Crow is not C\ gcncral history of the 
ReacUuster party. Rather , it is ,I study of the racial tensions gCIlCT­

(ltcd by Rcac~jllster rcrorm. Blacks comprised a m ,~joriLy or the 
RC(lc~justcr \'oling base , alld ill con'iequence reccivcd subslanti,d 
patronage [rom the Re(lcUusters 's succcss. r\ sizable share of fed­
eral, state, and local jobs went to blacks in the Reac~juster years . 
The author believes these black (lCh'ill1Ces generated racialtcllsions 
that caused lhe ReacUlisters's down f~lli. 

The RcacUusters embraced a 'Ct or ideas that the author 
defines as "Re(lcUlister liberalism. " III additiol1 to scaling down the 
debt, Reac~jLlster liberalism included lIni\'ersal male slilTrage , free 
public schools , rail' taxes , and ill general, governance based on the 
ci\'il and political equality or all men. \t\'hite a nd black Re (lcUuster 
liberalism, ho\\'c\'er , cOlltained t)otabk differences. Crucial to 
white RCC1cUuster liber,t1isll1 was th e separation or "publi c" alld "pri­
\'ate" spheres . To white reforl11('rs , ci\'i1 and political equality in the 
public realm-busincss Clnd politic.-Ieft whites free to discrimi­
nate in the priv(lte realm or hOl11c a nd l ~lI11il y. When conscTvclti\'e 
Democrats warned , as they invariably did , about the dangers or 
miscegenation , while Reac~justers poil1le cl to Virginia 's laws pro­
hibitillg interracial sex and marri'lge . These proscripti\'c laws , thcy 
a rgued , preserved the authority or white males to protect their 
wi\'es and childrcn rrom the int r usion or black men . In othe r 
words, public equality did no t mean social equality. Blac k 
RellCljllsters , on 111<:' other hand , r~j(.'ctcdthis component of white 
ReacUuster ideology. To b lacks, the distinctioll betweell public and 
pri\'ate was artificial and blatantly discriminatory. The allti -miscc­
genation statutes , they arglled , denicd black mcn the rull rights of' 
honor and manhood el~joyed by whites , brandin g them as inf'eri ­
ors. t\ man who could l10tmarry whom he chosc , by definition, was 
not master or his private affairs. 

The free public schools , a legacy or th e Underwood 
Constitution , brought the conllin betwl'(.'11 these competing 
Ilotiolls of' Re(l(\jllster li beralism into the open . Black ReacUuster'i 
accepted racial segregation in the classroom , but not in school 
administration and gO\'l' rnance. Tltcy wanted black teachers ill 
black sc hools lind bl(lck representa tiw's 011 local school boards . 
Cnder RcacUuster gc)\'ernor \t\!illiam E. Cameron , blacks in 
Pe tersbu rg, Rich monel , ~orfolk , and other \,irgi nia cit ies gained 
grollnd on both isslles , e\'en when it meant firing white t(.' <lchers. 
These gains, Dailey contends, gCllerated a backlash among 
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Virginia whit s, rno t of which had hitherto ignored D rnocratic 
wa rnin ·s of "Negro domination. " A Richmond new pap r car­
toon from th 1883 lection graphically how how the D mo ra 
apitalized on th i sue . In the cartoon , th word "Coalition " 

written on a blackboard next to a drawing of a donkey (a mi 
na tion ymbol ). In the foreground , a black male t ach r 

preparing to pank a , hite girl. The cartoon vividly d mon tra te 
th impingement of public and privat ph r . F ar of black influ-

n in th h ool , in concert with th Danvill Riot, Dailey 
a r 'u , probably co t the Readjust r th 1883 Ie tion , a defeat 
from, hich th mov ment neve r recover d. 

While Dailey' delineation of rac ial nuanc in R adju t r- ra 
p liti i p r ua iv , her overall th iiI s so. In nc , h 
oft r race a a mo no-causal explana ti on of th R adju t r ' 
downfalL o t o nly i her evidence large ly a necdotal, h r int rpr -
tation ignor o th r obviou ource of Readju te r weakn . Th ir 
rpforms of tat governm n t notwithstanding, the R adju t rs 
cam to pow r a a on -i u party: r adjustm nt of the tat d bt. 
And as th author b rve , they n ve r truly abandon ed their old 
par ty all giance . Th Y r mained Republican Readju te r and 
D m cra tic R adju t r. With th pa sage o f th 18 1 
Riddl b rg r Ac t, the reform e rs achieved the ir main goal and 
imultan ou Iy elimina ted the o ne i su tha t gave th party its 

c hi n. Th r after, lac king a ny central p rogram , th e 
R adju ter uc umbed to fac tional infighting, ac rbat d by 
national politi and "Mahoneism. " Democra ti ra baiting was 
important, but I arly it wa not the alpha and o m ga of the 
Readju te r 's d mi . BefoTe J im GTOw i a valuable additi on to the 
R adju t r li te ra ture, but J ames T . Moor ' Two Paths to the ew 

outh remain e n tial r ading. 

T d Tunn 11 ViTginia Commonwealth Univer ity 

Mahing Freedom Pay: North Carolina Freedpeople Worhing for 
Themselves, 1865-1900. By Sharon Ann Holt. ( the n : 

ni r ity of orgia Press, 2000. xiii , 188 pp. Li t of figur s 
and tabl ,a knm ledgments , introducti on , conclusio n , no te , 
bibliography, ind x. ,30.00 clo th. ) 

Making FTeedom Pay e lebra te th VISIon and achi v m nt 
of th e first gen ra ti on of fr dpeopl in North Carolin a. Whil 
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e m a n c i pated A fri ca n Am eri cans cO llI d not s h a pe th e po lit i ca l, 
social, and ccolwmic terms of post -war race relati o n s in Am ericcl 
by Lhemselves, Lhe)' co uld c Ltil11 certain kinds of freed oms 
through the ir d a il y dec isioll s a\)ollt h ow th ey lived lin.'s. H ol t 
<lrg u es that freedpe oplc in sis ted lIpo n " the right to work for 
themselw's, to sa \'(' for th ell1se hTs . to hui ld for them se h'es, and 
to definc th e m se lves for their con lIllun ities o n their ow n te rms." 
\I\'hil e p as t ge nerati o ns of hi stor iCln s h<.\\'(' established th e opp res­
sive e ffcc ts o f sharecro ppin g and ten a nt ['<Inn ing upo n African 
J ll1 ericans, Clnd th e e qua ll y de\'asta ting cfTeCls o fJim Crow, ll oll 
11l00TS us beyo nd this sc holarship hy c\refu lly d e ta ilin g lh e co m­
plex ways freed peo p Ie de I i bl'r,ltcly ad \'a n ced lh emsc l\'l' s 
th rough thei r econom ic I in's. I leI' work is a lso a fi nc com plc­
ment to and expa ns ion on that or Laura Edwards wh o, in 
(;(,)lr/nfr/ Slrij(l ({lid COl/li/sioll: Tlz f Poli/ im{ CIiI/II IP OJ'R(I(Olls/mr/ioll, 

argues Lhat whit t'S pressed freedmen int o marriage li nd housc­
holds to e nsure th e ir responsibilit~ , for their dependents , whcre­
as African Americans so ug ht h o use h o lds CIS a means to sec urc 

i ncl epe nd e n ce. 
An e laboratio n o r her award-winning 19q4 article in Fll(l 

j ourna{ (~/ SOil/hem Ilis/OI)" Ho lt ': sl im monograpil is based on (\ 
c lose a na lysis of African-Am erican Ltrll1 ers ill Gram'ille Cou nt~' , 

Nort h Carolina. T his blac k 1l1 (~jorit)' co unty in the tobacco-grow­
ing piedmont , where b lac ks made up Y) percent of the land ownin g 
population, experie n c<: c1 m od es t ga in s in th e I HHOs as a result o f 
the bright \car tobacco boo lll . To l,(,CO II St r\l c t these ['reedpcoplc 's 
fill c\ll c ia l hi sto ries, Iiolt makes efrect ive use of county reco rd .' , 
espec ia lly tax li sls, land deeds, a nd li e n andl1l ortgage records ; sh e 
a lso consu lted ~l wide ar ray of other sources, including l1l'lIHlscript 
coll ectio ns, church records , and sta te docul1lcnts. 

H o lt finds that f'reedpeople esigned <In economic systelll 
bllsed o n the household that a llowed them to co ntro l th e ir own 
Llbor o utside Llrll1 te nan cy and accul1l ulate prope rt y, orten 
unbekn o\V nst to th e landlord . Info rmal a nd fluid , h ousehold 
production co uld be ge nerated by all l1lembers of the ra mil y, 
YOllng a nd o ld , male a nd female , wage-workin g li nd ull e m­
pl oyed. H o m e-based good s and se n 'iccs cou ld be co nsu l1l ed at 
hom e, or traded , bartered , o r .'o ld with whiLes a nd blllcks 
throug h o ut the CO III III u n i ty. Freed people refusec\ to a ll o\\' 
wo m e n to labor in the sharec roppe r 's fields, H o lt co nt e nds, 
because th e ir labor-wheth e r c u ltivatin g \'Cge ta bles, wking in 
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ewing or se lling butte r a nd gg -wa essential to th e su cce s 
of the hou hold con my. 

In an intriguing hapt r on th southern credit ys t m, Holt 
how that African Am ri an u d d bt to advance their opportu-

niti . Althou 'h taking out loan em counter intui tiv to finan-
ial u gi en th e hi tory of outhern credit, black farmer in 
ranville ounty hr wdly juggl d th ir debt responsibili tie to 

maximize th ir hou hold ' int re t without taking on undue 
rl k. "\1hil v n the best of d bt trat gies could fail it i I ar 
from Holt' vidence tha t African Americans made informed deci­
sio ns about when and h ow to tak on d bt, repay it, and build their 
prop rti Th ir oal , Holt r mind u , was to own a farm, a 
que t he lab I "The New North Star." Holt conclude with a 
chapter on ommunity-building as the by-product of African 

n e rican property accumula tion that does not fit the tight argu­
me nt of her pr viou chapters. The acquisition of la nd , he wants 
to argue, wa the pringboard from which fre dpeopl in N rth 

arolina could build th ir own communiti through school and 
p ciall church e . 

H It's work a a whole b gs bigg r qu tion and mor 
r ar h. H ow re pr ntativ of freedpeopl ' experience in th e 
outh , a ranvill County, in it wa predominat 1 black, had 
xp r i n ed mod t pro perity as a resu lt of r i ing tobac 0 price, 

and con tain d uch a high numb r of rural black prop rty owners? 
It i unlik 1 that many other outhern counti could dupli ate 
the degree f autonomy Granvill County African Am rican 
arv d out for th m Iv as a re ult of their unique location and 
con m o mbined, ith their work h abits and acq uisition pat­

tern. But u h compari on ,e p ially in the co tto n South, would 
be well worth pur uing. It al 0 wou ld b significan t to con tra t the 
h ou hold d ecision-makin g and acc umula tion pa tt r n of 

ranvi ll e unty Tican Ameri an with tho e of poor white in 
11. ighborincr tobacco counties and even els wher in the South. 
Onl th rough uch com pari ons can we b tter und r tand how 

ther poor outherner , black and white, u ed the ir hou hold 
nomy and prop rty-holding as ve hi I s for th ir own emanci­

pation. 
In the nd, H olt' fin boo k r mind u that the truggl and 

uc of the'e margin al tobacco farmers ar not unique to th 
hi tory of th Am rican South but in fa tare characteri tjc of all 
p opl on the margin of society. Whe ther agricultural labor r or 
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post-industri al wage-\Vorkers , poor people around the globe have 
always known t ha t house ho ld prod lI ction is integral to thei r Sllr­

vival,just as we kn ow th a t th eir work, in all the ir variety, is integral 
to national grcn-v th and I rospcri ty. 

Michele Gill esp ie \v([/~p Forpsl [ 'lIi1lr>l:s'il)' 

Lessons in Progress: State Universities and Progressivism in the New 
South, 1880-1920. By Michael De nni s. (U rbana: Univers ity of 
IIli no is Press, ~O() I . x, ~7~ pp. Acknowledgem e nts, bibliography. 
Index. $39.~)!) cloth.) 

Progress ivism im'oh'ing government a nd higher educat io n 
Iisua lly brings to mind th e great sta te lIni\'ers iti es or the Midwest 
an d \Nest. H e re tofore it has been the "vVi sco nsin Idea" of 
Pres ide nt Van Hise a t th e U ni ve rsity o r Wisconsin and Gov'mor 
Robert LaFoll e tt e who showed the 'xcm p la ry connectio n between 
th e campus a nd th e cap itol. This, a lon g with the "Californ ia Pla n" 
of Governor Hiram .J o hnso n a nd Preside nt Benjamin Id e vVh ee ler 
of th e nivers ity o rCa li fo rnia , has dominated acco unts o rh ow uni­
vers ity presidents joined with refo rm-m inded gove rn ors to rnake 
th e 1l1 0dern American lIniversi ty part of a state's soc ia l, po liti ca l, 
a nd eco no mic d evelopme nt. Mi chae l Dennis's /JJssons in Progress 
effec tive ly adds new charac te rs a nd e pisodes to th e historica l 
dra ma o f the modern state universi ty as pa rt o f Progressivism . He 
docs so by exhumin g th e overlooked a nd lInderapprec ia ted pro­
files of pres ide nts and policies at several South e rn un ive rsiti es 
between I HHO and 1920: Charle, Dabney at the U ni\'crsity of 
Tennessee ; "" a lte r Ba rn a rd Hill a t the nive rsit), or Georgia; 
Samuel Chiles Mit che ll a t the n ivers ily of SOllth Carolina; and 
Edwin lde rm a n at the ni ve rsity o f Virginia. 

[n bringing a tt e ntion to th ese neglected cases, a uthor De nnis 
avoids comp ilin g a sacc harine success story. 0 the contrar)" 
bero re immersing into hi s de tail ed biographies a nd institllti onal 
p rofiles, he clearly d escribes a nd ana lyzes how Progressivism in th e 
South rested on a fo undatio n 0 1 ove rsig ht , a nd com pro mises. 
Rac ial segregatio n was fused with a cll rri cular a nd fundin g formll­
la that locked blacks in to a predictably limited institutional arcna . 
This m ay have bee n a promising strategy for e nh a ncing economic 
p rodu ctivity-but it did so only b), co nse rving the ex isting soc ia l 
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and I "al tru tur . o nd , Mich ael Denni d lib ra tel ho e 
tate and univ r iti that are impo rtant becaus theyar - exc pt 

for Pr ident Edward AId rman at th e Univer ity of Virginia-out­
id th e obviou fo i. Third , the thread that run thro ugh each of 

th bio raphi highligh t d unive rsity pre iden ts i that of duca­
ti nal leade rs as stat r fo rm r who achieved limited gain -and 
a h f whom had om limi ts in their pe r pectiv . 

Th work bring th ou th into the na tional ar na by co n-
n cting th region and i higher education r fo rm to what 
Rob rt Wi b call ed the" arch for Order. " U uall th fi r t di -
cussion of a univ r ity and ta t in th South i r erved fo r the 
agra ri an a t Vanderbilt o r, to ano th r x tre m , North aro lina 
and its univ r ity a t hap I Hill und r the lead r hip of Pre ide nt 
Frank Po rt r Graham and th en buoyed by th applied re ear h of 
socio logist Howard Odum . Now we know that th tory tarted in 
1 0, no t 1920-and is interesting and complicat d . 

On balan n find s that contra ry to cony ni nt te reo-
typ , the fl ag hip ta te univer ities of the South a t th e turn of 
th entur did n ot all re t idle a h ay n fo r co mplacent regio n­
al lit . Each of the president D nni has tudi d t nded to 

mbra e the gos p I and guide book of th e a rnegie Founda tion 
f r th d ancement of Teac hing: tandards and tandardiza­
ti o n' utili t a nd a ountabili ty; conso lida tio n and coh eren in 
c n tra l planning. On find , fo r example, n o t only th e prof -
ion a li zati n of th acad mic life but a l 0 au mpt a t conn ct­

in g th e ta te univ r ity to statewide public educati o n 
developm nt. AI 0, profes ional du a ti o n in u ch fi Ids as agri-
ulture, du ca tio n , eng in ee rin a , and medicine h elped e nlist 

publi high r du cati on into th e New South camp fo r r gio nal 
d v I pm nt. T h e pres ide nt t nd d to take o n the se lf­
impo d ro le of yang Ii a l boos te r and had a vi io n of u in th 
ta te uni\ r ity to be th n r nt r fo r ngin e ring an indus-

tr ial and p rof io nal con o my. 
T he e lec ti o n f ca e tudies do s not include Flo rida. 

H owe er, thi nationally signifi ant book has a d finit Florida 
nne tio n: it grow o ut of a doctoral dissertati o n that D nni 

wrote und r the me nto rship of Fitzhugh Brundage of the 
niver ity of Florida histOl departme nt. As such , it is a promi ing 

ign of hom grown re earch. Th e mo t in t r Ling ch aract ri ti 
of th work j tha t although it foc use o n the South , its con tribu­
tion fleshes out bo th reaional and national hi tory. In sum, by 
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add ing a de ta il ed profi le of th e South to the ge neraliza ti o ns a bout 
higher educatio n and state goverlll e nt be tween 1880 and ]920, it 
makes Progressivism a trul y nationwid J ph e nome non whose inOu­
e nces and issu s were not confined o nl y to the fa mili a r ground o f 
Wisco nsin and Cal iforn ia . 

J ohn R. Th e lin Universily of K Pll ill (/.{Y 

Heart of a Wife: The Diary of a Southern Jewish Woman. By Hel e n 
J acobu Apte. Ed ited and with essay ' by Marc us D. Ro e nbaum. 
(Wilmin gton , De laware: SR Books , 1998. 223 p p . 
Acknowl ed gm e nts, introduction, no te on editing, epi logue , 
selec ted bibliog raphy, app ndi ces. 17.95 pa pe r. ) 

H earl of {l WUf : } /ZP Diary oj' ({ SOIl IIiPfn ./P'loish HI01nrl11 is the story 
of' the life and tim es of Helen Jacobus Apte, he r famil y, a nd circle 
of friend s a nd acq ua inta nces thro ugh th e m edium of her cli<lI-y. 
Hele n J aco bus was born ncar the e nd of the n ine teenth ce ntu ry in 
H awkinsvill e, Georgia, a nd p nt pa n o f h e r you th in Ri chm ond 
and in Atl anta. he marri ed Day Apte, a Floridian and a business­
man , in 1909. T he Aptes had on child , Ali ce. Th e fami ly livcd 
happ ily in , eve rctl area, including Miami and o ther I a rts o f 
Florida . H ele n Apte di ed a t age ·i., ty in 1946. 

Nearly fifty years after H elen 's death , Marcus Rosenbaum , he r 
g randson , was cleaning out the home of his mother , Ali e, in th e after­
math of her death. The diary that he and oth r family me mbe rs had 
often heard abo ut wa. disco\' red in a small pla-; Li c bag. Ro e llbaull1 , 
who s r"ed National Public Radio in seve ra l creative capacities, includ­
ing a stint as senior editor of ' 'All Things Considered ," edited the d iary 
and added several es.'ays Lo th result ing book. These essays both illu­
minate and cla rifY point~ raised in the entries. 

Th e diary began in 1909 with He le n 's wedding to Day in 
Tallahassee , a lld e nd din 1946, the year of he r death in Miam i. 
T h e re are large ga ps between en tries, 'o me of which extend fo r 
seve ral yea rs. H elen 's pro e is clear a nd thoug h tful , her insights 
into the hum a n condition profound , her curiosity unsaLee!. \t\Thil e 
th e majority o f the e ntri es are of a pe rsonal nature, others shed 
light on the issues a nd events of the times, both at a loca l leve l a ile! 
ina broader se n. c. Man y of H e len's e n tries were made wh ile she 
was out"iide of Florida on vacation o r with her husband on business. 
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What importance do thi diary hold for th e Florida hi torian 
and general reader? Two thing o rne to mind immediately. Fir t, 

pte ntri during he r r iden y in Miami, which str t h d 
fro m 1925 ti ll h r d a th twenty-one year later, are illuminating for 
hi torian working in the hi tory of Miami and outh ast Florida. 

o ndl , her refer nc to activities surrounding her J ewi h faith 
pro id mor I of informati n and insights int what wa , at the 
tim , Fl rida 's tiny J ewi h popula tion. 

Thi r vi w r wa e peciall int rest d in Apt 's ntri during 
h r 1 ngth r id n in Miami . he pte came to the Magi ity 
in Mar h 1925 when the great Florida r al ta l boo m wa in full 
wing. B late u u t 1925, the boom had reach d it z nith, 

prompting Apt to ob erv , d riptiv Iy: "Th itua tio n is acut . 
Peopl moving h ere by th thou ands, and no place to live .. . It 
reminds m f th 'o ld ru h to th Klondik -pI n ty of money, but 
n omforts . .. Miami is not th pI a ant place to liv it wa last 
wint r-it i like a madhous , dang rou to cro the street, dang r­
ou t driv a car, almo t impos ible to g t a bite to at without 
standing in a line . M n ru h madly about, with the lust for money 
in th ir . Everyon s m to be snooping around , trying to Ii -
ten in , and I'm 0 tired of I arning r al stat I could scr am. " 

h boom wa 0 r in the fo llowing y ar; coming on th h I of 
th bu t, a th mi h ty hurricane of S pt mber 1926. pt not 
how quickly the Magi City re overed from th debacle , an inter­

tina' ob rvation in ce city officials wer criti iz d for their ove r­
I optimisti valuations of this achievement. 

Pearl Harbor aught the Apte - and almost eryon 
by urpri e . Upon h arin g on the radio of the J apane e attack, 
H le n stood foot d to th e pot. Day jumped up and "w looked 
a t ac h oth r in tunned ile ne ... W thought we were dream­
in or a if ome trang Orson Welle fanta ia wa being nact-

d." V\ artim Miami wa a activ a military camp a virtually any 
loc I in lh Unit d ta te . Apt writ graphical! of thi ra. 
H e r ntry for July 22 1942, note : "Soldier verywhere, se ntri 

drillin g. It i 0 dimmed out that it is almo t a blacko ut, 
dan g rou to b driving a car. It make you reali ze the war 

i rea ll o n . W ah ays pick up boy on the boul vard g ing back 
t amp out 79 th tr e t. It breaks m h eart, th ose o ldi r tand­
in a all along the street, hot, tir d , bo red . . . To anyo ne who 
rem mber th e la l war, th y will know this was is dif£ r nt. No 
alam r , no thrills no singing." 
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Dia ri e can be of g rea t a. sistan ce to hi sto rian s. They ca n e n 'e 
as th e cente rpi ece around whi ch to weave a na rra tive hi slOI . Or 
they can be used to embe lli sh , to add de pth to a tudy that draws 
( n oth e r, m o re impo rta nt sources . He le n Apte's di a l) ' fa ll into 
th e latte r a tego ry, a lth o ug h it has served this revi ewer in still 
an o the r way. Wh e ncver I co nduct a history a nd arc hitectural wa lk­
in g tour of Mia mi 's IV[o rningsid e neighbo rhood , a wo nde rfull y­
gentrifi ed histo ric d is tric t lyin g live mil es no rth of d own town , I 
stop in [ro nt o f th fo rm er Apte ho me with l/f(lrl of a Wijp in ha nd , 
alld read an e ntry d esc ribin g th is ho me and He le n 's a mbivalence 
ove r living in a g ra nd st ructure while the a rea was imme rsed in (111 

econ o mic slump. 

Paul S. Geo rge f\/i({ lIl i-O({r/(J CO Ill/II U17 ity Co/L(,f.!,'P, WoLfs'oll 

Women in the United States, 1830-1 945. By S . .J. Kl e inbe rg. (New 
Brunswi ck, NJ. : Rutge rs Uni ve rsity Press, 1999. x ii , :36R pp. Li st 
of tables, ackn owl ed gme nL5, int rod uc ti o n . .59.9.5 c lo th .) 

Th e study o f wo m e n 's histo ry has p roduced ma ny fin e exam­
ples o f resea rch a nd writing . Wit h th is lates t hi sto ri ca l wo rk , SJ 
Klein berg has ma naged to combine he r analy_ is o f th ese seminal 
wo rks into a we ll-d eve lo ped a nd sc ho larly \'o lum e. Her approac h 
is pa rti cularl y important fo r drawing individual h is to ri cctl resea rch 
into a coh es ive who le , whi ch strength e ns th e co ntex t j'o r unde r­
sta nding Ame ri ca n wo men during these years. W OIll I' II i ll the [ niter! 
St({ t(J.\ , 1830- / 945 p rO\'ides a thoro ugh readi ng o f th e li fe a nd times 
o j'wo m e n 0 (' thi s pe ri o d . Kl e inberg e loq ue ntly desc ribes the de\'(' I­
o plll e nt o f' th e United Slat s in these years fro m the pe rspec tive o j' 
wo me n 's co n tribu tio ns, while ack nowled gi ng th e res t ra i n ts st i II 
prese nt fo r wom e n o j' evcry class, race, and occ npatio n. 

Kl e in berg d e monstra tes me t iCliloLls attenlion to d e ta i I by 
b reakin g th e pe ri o d under sc ruli 11 y into se \'e ra l ph ases: 
Anle be llum Am e ri ca ( 1830-186.5), Indust ri a l Era (l 86f>- 191 9), a nd 
Fro m th e Vo te lO \I\'o rld V\'a r Il (1 9200-1945), co nclu d in g with a 
cha pte r on the sta tus of wome n ill the 1950s th a t re ferences id eas 
fro m Be tty Fri cda n's Tize Ff llli ni ll e A(ystiquf. She provid e a 
me th odi cal, clea rly deflnd approac h fo r eac h pe ri od th a t divides 
th e subj ec t into fo ur prim ary categories: 'con o mi c activity, fam il y 
a nd migra tion , educa tion and cul ture, a nd re form . 
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h e arrang m nt of th se categori allow the reader to u e 
thi work not only a an overvi ew of U nited Sta tes history from 
1 0 to 1945 but to I ctively revi w parts of the work at will. The 
i.nd ' and bibliographi essay al 0 provide prac tical r ference 
t 01 . 

KJ in b rg s work trikes th is r vi we r as w 11 balan ced , a 
feat no t oft n accompli h d wh n an alyzing Am rican women . 
Sh in Iud le ngthy gmen ts d evot d to th e exp ri nc s of 
fe mal group usually id lin d in la rge r work uch as fr e 
Afri an Am ri can , Na ti Am ri cans, J apa nese, hine e , and 
M -xi an , with a small r p o rtion r la ted to J ewi h immigran t 
v om e n. II kudos as ide , however , her wo rk doe lack a tte nti on 
to th e pial ircum tan ce of wo men in o rn e south rn and 
w te rn ta te, nam ly Flo rida, Loui jan a, ew Mexi 0, a nd 
Arizo na , wh r dive r thni ci ty continu to pre en t a ch a l-
1 n O"e to th if ad equa t in lu io n in th large r na rra ti . So m 
of thi s ov r i ht is n o d oubt due to th h o rtage of o riginal 
v rks in th a reas y t thi r iewer had hoped to find m o re 
r f r nces to th e a rea within Kl einb rg' wo rk , particula rly 
in di u io ns of fr e African Am ricans, Na tive meri can , and 
Hi p ni wo rn n . 

Th autho r maintains a moolh narra tiv that captur th 
read r ' a ttention whil inse rting sali nt xampl and appropri-
a t I' £ ren e to o th r cholar to r inforc h r id as . nlik 
orne w rk that vacilla te be tween the time under di cussion and 

r ~ rene to la ter ev nt , Kleinb rg's narra tiv r main true to th 
ubj ct matt r at hand and resi ts sw eping gene rali zations to the 

futu re . Whil it doe n o t provide n w area of research , it doe 
ac hi v th often mor difficult ta k of synth esi of the quit 
di r e re ar h in worn n ' history. In doing so, Kl inb rg does 
not pr s nt women a the id how to main v n but a in tegral 
pa rts of th whole . Thu , it accomplishes the task of informing the 
r ad r , wh th r professio nal hi to ri an o r lay pe r on , about th 
de lopmen t of Am ri an society and the crucial ro le wo rn n have 
pia d in i u c ss s and failure . 

rail , thi r viewer would recomm nd Women in the United 
tate , 1830-1945 as a valuable addition to anyone' libra ry. While 

m t hi to rian of women ' hi tory will find much of Kl inbe rg's 
w rk to b familiar, h e r regard fo r de tail , in corpora ti on of varied 
ubj ect matter , and examination of the ma te rial mark thi wo rk a 

a po iti e a e t in the stud of U nited Sta te history and the rele-
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vance of wom n as part of th a t hi story. For the histo ry buff, this 
work i an authoritative instruction in American women' hislOry 
during this period. 

Am y . N. Darty Univt>rsity oj Central Florida 

Jumpin ' Jim Crow: Southern Politics from Civil War to Civ;[ Rights. 
Edited by jane Da iley, Glenda Elizabe th Gilmore , and Brya nt 
Simon. (Prin ceton , J. : Prin ce ton U nive rsity Pres ', 2000. I , 

325 pp. Preface, acknowledgeme nts , introduction , afterword , 
contributors, index. $55.00 cloth, ' 17.95 pape r.) 

hi is a wonderful co llectio n o[ , say, by some of th e best new 
cholars writing Southe rn hi tor . Co ntributo rs construct a n 

expansive view of po liti cs during the Jim Crow e ra in which co n­
tes t for powe r were played out in public and private domain . , 
from kitch ens to po lling booths , fro IT) town squares to coun tr 
stores, from 'tree tcar to courthouses . T he e 'says are book-ended 
with a preface by C. Vann Woodwa rd and three aft nvo rds by 
Edward yer , j acque lyn Dowd Ha ll , and Nell Irvin Pa inte r. 

In their h and , not only politi c but ra and gender become 
more nuan cd . Stephen Kan tI' witz , j ane Da il ey, a nd Kari 
Fredrickson explore th e shifting and raciali zed d efiniti o n ' of ma n­
hood a nd masc ulinity among SOLlt ern white m en in th e la te nine­
teenthth and mid-twe nti e th cen turi es. Simi larly, while race 
remains the ce ntra l the me of Southe rn history in th ese e say. , the 
white struggle [or domination wa .. ne ithe r mono lithi c no t uncon­
te 'ted, eve n a mo ng white upremaci t , as contribution by David 
Godshalk on Georgia governor vVilli am Northern's campaign 
against lynching a nd jane Dail ey' di C LI S ion of the biracia l 
Virginia Readjuste rs and the limiL<; of Southern liberalism uggest. 
Th e struggle [or white elit domin atio n often contain ed its own 
contradic tions. Thus, post-bell um white club women in Fitzhug h 
Brundage's essay on histori ca l m mory constructed a o llth rn 
pas t tha t re ified a rea tionary racial a nd ge nder cas t hi e rarchy, 
whi le offering liberato ry possibiliti es [or whit women. Despite th 
rise of a male-dominated histo rical profession , white women 
retained con ide rable influe nce, illustrated by th e 1911 firin g of 
Univer ity of Florida's Enoch Blair aft r the yo ung history profes­
sor questioned the wi dom of secession. 

28

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 81 [2002], No. 1, Art. 9

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol81/iss1/9



110 F LORIDA HISTORIC L Q UA RTERLY 

Placing Afri an Am ri cans, e pecially women , at the cent r of 
inquiI of~ r n w ligh t o n o ld d ba te. 1 nda Gilmor ' in ter­
pr ta tion of bla k ' hif t from the Par ty of Lin coln to FDR' New 
D a l coalitio n examin the "push" fac tor within the Republican 
p" r ' re pon to African Ame ri can wo rn n and th e nine te n th 
am ndment. El a Barkl Brown rev al tha t African Ame ri an ' 
tru gl t defin fre d m following th ivil War includ d bo th 

worn n and hildr n , n in the ex r i of the male franchi . 
h r fut th wid 1 -h ld contention tha t the ris in black 

wo rn n ' politi al ac tivi ty at th end of th nine t enth centu ry wa 
impl th r ult of bla k male di franchi m n t, and call for 

OT - a te r att ntion to xual violence again t black women duri ng 
R on tru ti n and its aft rmath. 

numb r of auth or giv a nod toward po t-modernism (the 
influences of anthropology, cultural studi ,and feminist th eory 
ar a l 0 evid n t), but wi th th hi to rian ' grounding in material 
vid nce and th insi t nc tha t people , power , agen cy, and 

chang matt r , however so ially constructed and dependent on 
language the "r al" subjects may be . Thu , veral autho r hal­
I ng binary mode of thought: Laura Edward o llapses the rigid 
di tin tion b tw n public and priva t d omain in her examina­
ti on of h ow hifting meaning of marriage, both p r o nal and 
legal, ,, r utiliz d b fr dmen and worn n as a wedge for b road-

r claim to citizenship righ ts . Steve Kantrowitz's ay on man-
h od , mob io l nc, and bl ac k a nd white militia in 
R o n tru tion o uth Carolina, remind u that KJan vi ol nce and 
upp r- la whit g ntili ty w re n o t polar oppos it s in th e po t-b 1-
lum uth , but w r rooted in a slave system "where pat rnalism 
nd vi olence had fun ction d as carro t and ·tick. " Ind d , thes 

a underlin th n o ti on tha t vio le nce, as much as race, wa th 
orn r ton of outh rn 0 iety, a ph n m non that 11 Paint r 
ugg lS w have ye t to fully face . Nor w r elite white safe from 

its ravage. Tim Ty n ' essay illuminat s th hypocri y and moral 
orruptio n of a rac ial a te ys tem predicated o n th alleged pro­

t tion of whit womanhood; thus, when a South Calolina "blue­
blo d" and wife of a pro min ent phy ician sugg ted in 1957 tha t 
white mov lowly and arefully toward d gr gati o n, h r ho us 
wa bombed b local KJansm n . In th e aft rma th , few whi te voice ' 
were rai ed in pro te t, e ith e r again t the bombing or th state' 
r fu al to abid b th Brown d ci io n. Ty o n remark , 'Th e 
il nc wa louder than dynami te ." 

29

Society: Book Reviews

Published by STARS, 2002



BOOK R E I EW S 111 

Bo th Hall a nd ye rs no te th a t cJa is la rgely a ub idia ry 
th me . Grace Eli zabe th Hale eschews the traditi o nal focus o n 
labo r r la tio ns for an inves tiga ti o ll of consumptio n in tra in sta­
tio n ,str tca r , and depa rtment , tore dr si ng roo ms, a nd ilill -
tra l the fluidity o f th e color lin e as th \' h ite South o ught to 
impo segregati o n o n a res ista nt African-American po pula ti o n. 
De pite th e e nac tm ent o f new legisla tio n , "most So uth e rn space ," 
H al no tes, re main ed "places of rac ial un ce rta in ty." Bu t cla is 
no t to ta lly neglected. Bryant Sit o n 's discussio n of white mill 
wo rke rs a rgues th a t rac ial solida ri ty became a way fo r wo rk r ' to 
ma ke de mands o n elite white in post-Wo rld War II Sou th 
Carolina, a libe rals' aba ndo nme nt of econo mic j usti c [or a n ew 
e mph asis o n race offered little to workin g-c1 as whites except the 
ch an c to compe te with blac ks fo r ,'carce jobs. Nan cy M Lean 's re­
a sessme nt o r the Leo Frank case con iders class dynami cs but 
insist tha t ge nder h a rec ived inad equa te a tte nti o n ; he draws 
a tte nti o n to the in r 'a e in young, white working wo me n , shifting 
ge nde r re la ti o ns, and fe male sexuality as criti cal compo ne nt III 

the case and in th rise o f "reac tionary po puli m." 
T oge th er, th e e e says a re e rud ite, provocati\'e, and frequ nt­

Iy eloque nt, sugges tin g new di r ti o ns in wha t Vann Woodward 
r ightl call s "the m os t fa cinating Gel 1 o f me rican hi tory, the 
so uth rn pa rt. " 

Christina Gre ne Univn:5ify of 5;oulh Flmida 

War in Paradise: Stories of World War II in Florida. B Elio t 
Kl e inbe rg . (Melbo urn e: Flo rida Hi torica l Society Pre s, 1999 . 
96 pp. Introduction , ac knowledg me n ts, source . 12.95 paper.) 

Elio t Kl e inbe rg, a re porte r fo r th Palm BfDCh Post, wro t a 
numbe r of a rticl s for his new paper to co mm emora te the fifti e th 
a nniver ary 0 [' the Seco nd Wo rld "Var. He a id he was d ete rmined 
to write the rea l sto ries about wha t happen ed in Fl o rida during the 
war year , whi h to him rem ain d unto ld a nd wo uld, as h 
expressed it, "be news." AJthough most chap te r of this boo k a re 
fro m the Post 's se ri , th e auth or has added a E w additi o n al cha p­
t rs esp cia lly fo r th is publicatio n. 

"Three Florida Boy a t Pearl " hows h ow th e war had a n imm e­
dia te impac L in o uth Florida . Ra lph "I'd" H o llis, a forme r Palm 
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B h poli man Eugen Li h of Fort Pi rc and Claude Edward 
Ri h fWe t Palm B ach were all killed during theJapane e attack 
that dr w th nit d State into the war. KI inberg tells u about 
til. Ii of the m n , how they came to b aboard the Arizona and 
We t Vi-rginia at the time of til. attack, and their famili . 

From the war in th Pacific, Kl einberg brings it hom to 
Florida in "Th War Off: hor ." Nowhere el e in the contin ntal 

nited Stat did th war orne closer than wi th the German 
boat attack on hipping off the east Florida coast. Th tank r Pan 
Ma achu etl with 100,000 barrels of oil on board went down a 
arl a F bruary 1942 with twenty of the thirty-eight r wmen 

kill d. Thi inking was follow d with gru orne r gularity 
thr ugh th sprin ' and summ r by additi nal -boat attack. 
Many f the e came at night because befor the governm nt 
ord r d blackouts, th bright hor lights silhouett d th hip , 
<Jiving th -boats hooting-gall ry targets. 

ording to KI inberg, th ubmarine off Florida' b aches 
spark d a seri of "urban leg nd " about their crew coming 
a hor to buy gro ri or attend a movi . On of these claim d a 
Palm B ah ocialit and her Nazi butler hid a G rman submarin 
in an inl t offLak Worth b hind h r estate. On wond rs how it 
. t in to Lak Worth without being seen. Kleinberg say there i no 
vid nce that any German ai lors came a hore in outh Florida to 
h p for br ad or to find entertainment. Once a U-boat dropped 

off G rman abot urs it wa in north Florida near Pont V dra 
Bah. Anoth r U-boat had dropped other aboteurs on a t rn 
Long I land. II eight m en had liv d in th Unit d State and 
poke xc \lent Engli h . They brought plosiv and planned to 

bl w up d partment stores and bus and rail t rminal and in gen­
ral to terrorize tl1 American public. Fortunately, one of the 

G rman a<J nts almost immediately w nt to the FBI with his tory, 
and all of the sabot ur were quickly captured. 

th er chapter d al with the building of the air and army 
ba in th Palm Beach area Briti h cad ts who trained a pilo in 

11.001 n ar Arcad ia and Cl wiston, the Palm Beach School 
Board ' deci ion to close black chool in th wint r (making their 
tud nts available to harvest til. coun ty's veg table crop and how 

this rna ha e helped park the lat r civi l rights movement in th 
c unt ); G rman prisoner of war camp in th Clewi ton area and 
the su icid of a young German prison r, and th tory of the m et­
in b lwe n Winston Churchill and Franklin Roo velt at Cap' 
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Plac , th Lighthou Point r taurant. In r arching th "me t­
ing," Kleinbe rg found a Miami H erald columni t wrote about it in 
1961 , calling it Broward County' bigge t unreported tory. 
Kl inberg di coy r d that while Churchill might have be n in 
Hill boro Beach in th p riod immedia te l b for th Unit d 

tates ente red the war, Roosev It wa not. In fact, Kl inb rg di -
cove red tha t R 0 v It gave an add ress to Congr the day of the 
r puted Cap' Place dinner. A5 omeone who ha din d r gular! 
a t ap 's PIa ov r the la t four decade and be lie ed the 
Churchill/Roo evelt I ge nd , I'm very disappoint d. 

Yet War in Pamdi e i not disappointing. Although much ha 
been writt n about Florida and the war year , Kle inberg ha 
accomplish d hi goal and "brought th e war home" b d aling 
with rea] people and r al places in outh a t Florida. 

Donald W. uri Flo-rida Atlantic Univer. ity 

Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power. B 
Timoth B. T on. (Chapel Hill: mv r ity of North Carolina 
Pre , 1999. 402 pp. Introduction , not bibliograph , a kn wl­
edgm nt , index. 16.95 pape r. ) 

Radio Free Di ie i a w lcome addition to th rapidl growing 
cholar hip on the African-Am ri an struggl for quali ty. It will 

rYe as a window into which profe i nal and lay peopl alike can 
look and di ov r how the Civil Righ ts Mov ment trul unfolded . 
Ty n adeptl de crib and analyze how and wh Robert William 
join ed the Marin (and left with an "und irabl di charg "), th e 
N P (later removed for in i ting on the right of If-defen ), 
tart d a n w pap r all d The Crusader~ and v ntua lly becam th 

embodiment of th Bla k Power M ment, although it flourish d 
and reach d its apex too late for him to join . "'While providing a 
m ticulous tudy on grass-roots organizing, th author argue tha t 
the elements of Black Power (arm d " elf-relianc ," cultura l prid , 

onomic self- ufficien c , and ind p ndent black politi s) exi ted 
long befor toke ly Carmichael (Kwam Toure) or th Bla k 
Panth r Party became hining ymbol of th phra . He clearly 
d monstra te that a powe rful global m dia worked to make old 
War politic almost inseparable from the black lib ration mov -
m nts of the 1940 , 1950 , and 1960s. 
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Thi biography of Rob rt Williams e plains the centrali ty of 
io l nc in th Ii es of bla k Americans. Tyson adeptly de crib 

h w ra i t white vio l nc again t blacks h a historically (a t I a t 
in the 1940 ) be n met with defensiv vio l nce . William ' 
hil hood in M nroe, N. ., wa fraught with u h acts . B cau of 

famil tori of re i -tance to ld by hi grandmo th r and th 0 a-
ional exp ri n where do r la tives deb nded themselve with 

a rm , Willi am am to believe tha t the only way to solve thi por­
ti n f th rac probl m was through collective If-d fense. Ty on 
a rO'u that wha t n ured Willi am did no t d via t from thi "olu­
tion" wa th pro tago nist's pa rti ipa tion in World War II. 

Thi particula r war, waged to sav the world for democracy, led 
William and thousand like him to in ist v n mor vehemently on 
full fre d m in the .. Returning black soldi r ente red th ir 

ommumtl d manding th right to vo te and a ho t of o ther 
human rights. In the pro es , they picked up th ir gun , j o ined 
o th r aIr ad involved in th truggl (mainly wom n who won­
d r d wha t had taken th m 0 long), and e t out to make the U.S. 
pra ti e v hat it preach ed ; mainly tha t "all men are cr ated equal." 

Th pa ag of Brown, it-ins, marche , freedom ride, and 
o th r protes h lped inte n iEy and expand a wav of violenc 
again t blacks not n sin c th days of R constructi o n. Even 0, 

Willi am ' willin gn to mee t jolenc with vio le nc mad 
Monro on of th sat t plac sa ivil righ ts a tivi t could operate . 
Hi abili ty (and e pecially his connections with northern radicals 
and white I fti ) mad Willi am and the cau h support d a 
Ii htning rod for loca l, tate, and national m dia a ttention. 
Though vigil a nt and a riou tat and federal po lic ag ncies 
t r d him and his family to fi e to Cuba (and late r China), 
William co ntinued railin g again t segr gation and o ther injusti s 
ia a radio tation in H avana; h nc , the titl of the book. In th 

m antim , th re are glimp es of William ' r la tion hip with per-
onaliti like Mal o lm X, Ella Baker, Roy Wilkin , and Martin 

Luth r King J r. In the end, th r ad r com to unde r tand that 
arm d elf-de£ n is just as ingra ined in African-Ame rican histo ry 
and culture as gospel music, th blues, and oul food ; a rev la tion 
c rtain to improve th dir cLion that civil rights scholar hip is tak-
ing. on d ear! how that outh rn black aw n nvio lence "a 
a ta tical pportuni ty rathe r than a philosophical imperative." 

While his argume n ts are pe rsuasive, one cannot help but see 
fl aw . For exam pi , in an a tt l11pt to provid context for Williams' 
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action, th author oft n leave th main charact r out of th pic­
tur for Ion ' tr tch ; sometime making the reader wond r how 
everything i connected. Th de cription of North Carolina 
Governor Luth r Hodge 's politi al maneuv ring i an ampl . 
Th n too, one wish for a more in-depth analy i of what Ty on 
all th AA P ' con ervative value , antral i u in many of 

William public policy troubl . The 0 ca ional ntence frag­
m nt app ar , but that is what ditor are for. 

D pit the e minor flaw , thi b ok i an xcelJ nt read. Th 
writing flow nicely and th m trial i well organized. Th 
author' u e of newspaper , ar hi al mat rial , government do u­
m n ,a w 11 as oral hi torie , pamphl ts, and oth r rnovem nt 
mat rial nhances the book' auth nti ity. Analy e ar w 11 
thought out and the author' conclu ions will be important for th 
n xt g 1'1 ration of civil rights cholar. Thi book hould not only 
brad b coll ge tud nts and th ir proD or but by all who 

k to und r tand the truggl fo r black quality. R ad r of thi 
journal will finally hav a story that can b juxtapo d with th 

xciting life of Florida NAACP leader Harry Moor . 

Curtis Au tin Univer: ity of Southern Mississippi 

Miami, U.S.A. By H I n Muir. ( aine vill : Univ r ity Pres e f 
Florida, 2000. xxii, 355 pp. For word, pr fac , acknowl dg­
ments, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth.) 

Thi updated dition of Helen Muir ' cla i i a welcom addi­
tion to th University Pre of Fl rida' eries on Florida Hi tory 
and CuItur . Fir t publi h din 19 3, covering the y ar from 1875 
to 1952, th 1'1 r published in 1990 with a new chapter cov rin 
1 53 to 1990, thi expanded editi n now take th tory t the end 
of the century. Still, the problems with the book make a bad fir t 
impr ion. It is difficult to und r 'tand why the editor of thi 

n hose not to provide th read r with an Ind x to th la t 
chapter. Th diting i. 0 loppy (almo t non- xi tnt) that cita­
tion uch a AJ jandro Port sand Al x St pick's City on the Edge 
(1993) , m ntioned b Mr. Muir, ar not includ d in th uppo­
edly expand d bibliography. 

Th two mo t r c nt hapter, overin ince 1952, continu 
th wonderful tori of life in Miami that mad th r putation of 

34

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 81 [2002], No. 1, Art. 9

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol81/iss1/9



116 FLORIDA HI T ORI CAL Q ARTERLY 

the original volume. Yet, while oft ring ome intere ting informa­
tio n about th Cuban influ after 1959, Muir demon trates scant 
awarene s of orne of the dift ren ces among th se groups, and 
th re i virtuall no thing abo ut th drug trad or the corruption 
and fi scal probl m that hay face d Miami during the la t sev ral 
d ade . Th r i not even a m ntion of Robert King High , th 
lib ral Democra t from Miami who ran fo r govern or in 1966, and 
wh e andidac cau d conservativ to vote fo r Claud Kirk, thu 

I ting th e fir t R publican to the gove rnor hip sin e 
R n tru tio n and beginning th r urgen ce of tha t par ty 
sta t wide. 

h di us e Fidel a tro 's vi sit to the U nited Nation in w 
Yo rk ity, in which h talk d of hi "democrati c leanings," but 
n o t that h was soon r c iving econ omic and military aid from 
th Sovi t nion. Wha t he omi ts i tha t when a tro a k d fo r 
Anl rican hlp, Am rican policymaker decided in th wo rd of 
one of th m , to pu t Ca tro "through the wringe r," 0 tha t h 
und r tood hi depe nden y on the Unit d ta t s. Thi r vi w r 
ha a k d on of the Am ri an diplo mats involved about tha t inci­
d nt. H e e., plain d that th Anl ericans, apparently confiden t of 
thi. d pe ndent r la lionship, xpected Ca tro to come back to the 
n b tiatin tabl . In tead , he turned to the oviets. None of what 
happe n d afte rward can be fully understood without referen to 
the ni t d ta te and uban re la tion hip sin e the 1890s, the 

uban R olution of 1933, and th Constitu tio n of 1940. Th 
nited Sta te ha to lera t d all sorts of autho ritarianism around th 

plan e t, so long a th r la ti o nship howed a proper depe ndency 
o n thi ountry. a tro ' real sin wa tha t he did no t. 

In a similar fas hion , th Cubans who fled the Revolution after 
1959 w re a di v r group. Th Ba tistiano who came fi r t wer 
o n pu t in ha rge of Ameri can w lfa re effo rts to help the Cuban. 

Th cond wave consi t d of many who had supported a revolt 
ao· in t Fulgen cio Ba ti ta, but had brok n with Cas tro as it b am 
appar nt hi o mmitm nt to one-par ty socialism meant the end of 
an f£ r ts at a democra tic di cu sion of alt rna ti es . Th y were a 
bit di may d tha t many of their o ld enemies w re now in charge in 
Miami. number wh o ame la t r w r not so much id ologi ally 
m ti a t d a conomically, with the promis of he lp in obtaining 
a be tt r lit in this o un try. 

In the end , how v r, Muir 's multitud of vign tt . abou t 
Miami do onv y o ne thin g: the incredible histo ry of this city 
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whose geography, culture, and history hay placed it at th "int r­
tice " between the e sentially Anglo-American exp rienc in th 

United States, and th e Hispanic and Haitian culture to th outh. 

William Marina FLorida Atlantic Univer. ity 

The Constitution and the New Deal. B G. Edward Whit. 
( ambridg ,Ma .: Harvard Univ r ity Pr ,2000. ,385 pp. 
Pr fac ,introdu tion, not , ind x. 45.00 cloth.) 

A resp ct d , wid 1 used U. onstitutional hi tory urve 
textbook offer th following int rpr tive tatement:" a r ult of 
the ew Deal [,J a commitment to government inter ntioni m , 
intended to cr at a full-fledged admini trative tate to r pIa 
d centraliz d lib ral commercial r gime of the founder , be arne 
on titutional orthodoAry" [Alfr d H. K lly, Winfred A. Harbi on 

and H rman Biz, The American Constitution: It Origin and 
Development, Vol. 2, p. 467J. G. Edward Whit charact riz thi 
tat m nt and oth r lik it writt n b ariou author as th "on­

v ntional narrative" of th impact f th w D al upon constitu­
tional juri pruden e. In The Con titution and the New DeaL he posits 
an alternativ view in a bold, d tail ed r ass sment. 

White's previou cholarship has amply prepared him to 
und rtak th ta k. H has writt n biographies of hi f Ju ti 
Earl Warren and Justice Oliver W ndell Holmes, an outstanding 
olum on th Mar hall Court in The Oliver Wendell Holme Devi e 

H istory of the upreme Court of the United tates, and The American 
Judicial Tradition, a sparkling colI ction of says craft d in a form 

imilar to , if mor ophi ticated in ub tanc than , Ri hard 
Hofstader 's The America Political Tradition. 

ccording to White, the cau al connection drawn by th con­
v ntional narrative b tween th N w D al and revolutionary con­
stitutional change cannot with tand lose historical analys is. The 

w D al wa a stage in a gradual mo ment that b gan in th 
arly 1900 , not a or forc that pu h d . upr m ourt 

Ju tices, lawy rs and the general public to embrace novel consti­
tutionaljuri prud nc. ontrover y over upreme ourt d ci ion 
that addres d New Deal programs in th arly 1930 ,a well a th 
Court-packing crisis of 1937, were significant epi ode for the 
d cad but not tran forming even . 
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White hr wdly no t that th upr m ourt of the early 
1930 was not n ce arily plit along a con rva tiv or libe ral fault 
line. 'xcept fo r Justi c B l~ amin ardozo , none of the sitting 
Ju ti c could be ount d upon to uphold New Deal legisla tion 

onsi t ntl. refl ect d in th ourt' deci ion , the shift from 
tra litional con titutional orthodo cy toward a new conception of 
fundam nlal law was no t compl t until the 1950 -long after 
Ju ti H olm and Loui Brand i , a claim d by the conve n tion­
al narra ti a tar of the ne, juri p rud n , had left the ben ch. 

Giv n u h finding, why ha this narra tive remain ed so p r­
ua iv ? Whit a rgues tha t historians, journalists, and legal com­

m n ta to rs ,ho have writt n a oun t of th e co nstitutio n al 
i -nifi an of the Ne, D al hav a imila ted the assumptions tha t 

h lp d arn bo th xpand d gov rnmental activi ·m and the n ew 
n e wide pread acceptan 

iden tifi thes as umptio n a "accommodation to 
mod rni ." Mu h like many New Deal propon n ts, authors who 
hared them "were Ie in clined than th ir pred sor to be Ii e 

in th omnipo t nce of exte rn al forces a au al agen ts . They 
be lieved that th y uld make over th ir ' p rie nce to mandate 
pro res 'and that they could u e law in tha t proc . They did 

n t think of Constitutional and common law a timele and e en­
tiali t but human-crafted and th u malleable ." 

In g ne ral te rm , traditional constitutional orthodo y call d 
for a "guardian review" of I gi la tion, giving special attention to 

th b undarie of the epara tion of powers, fede ral- tate r lation-
hip , and pan ive reading of th Contra t Claus . J u ti ce who 

adh r d to thi approach frequently r j ct d th constitutionality 
of la, tha t regula ted wag , hour of labor, and working ondi-
ti ns. Sin th 1940 , the new con titutional jurisprudence h a 
allowed mo t econo mi regulation to stand, but ha all d for 

ru tin f law tha t levied pecifi d r striction upo n freedom 
tipulated in th Bill of Rights , a w II a m a ure aim d a t dis­
r t group or minori ty populations within . S. soci ty. 

h rt r vi w of thi book cannot fully convey its rich t xture 
o r the arre ting in igh ts formula ted by its author. Whit ' inqui i­
tive, fir t-ra t int Hect serves as a guid h r , offering a tour of hi -
to rical I gal, and on titutional t rrain w 11 worth the price of 
admi ion . 

Th p rf t book do s not i t. This on i no exception. Th 
earl chapt r whi h xplicate foreign policy cas befor 1935 and 
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the cle\'e\opm e nt of adl11inistrati \'e law hold ,I depth alld tho r­
Ollghn ess that late r chap tcrs do not rcpeat. :ol11e of th e casc dis­
c llssio ns, sllch as th;H for Wir/wl'rI v. FilbuJ'll ( 1942) , a d ec ision 
White highli g hts as an exa mpl c o f the tra nsiti o n to th e new 
.jurisprude nce, d ese rvc morc extcnc\ed treatme nt. 

Ihe CO ll stilutioll ([lid tli e Nf'711 f) erd will nut CO IH'ert all readcrs. 
But it is an indispe nsd bl e ste p to\\,ard a thoug htful re-eva lua ti o n or 
th e sul~ j ect. 

C . B. Crawford (;oil/ esvi/{p, Fla. 

Public Vows: A History of Marriage a1ld the Nation. By anc), F. Cott o 
(Ca mhridge , Mass.: Han'a rd Un iversity Press, 2000. \., 297 Pr> . 
In trod uc tion , no tes , ac kno\\'lcd g ll1 c IltS, i I Hlcx. . '2 7.9:) pa per.) 

Sill ce th e late 1960s, kmillists h (\ \'c arguc d that "the pcrso nal is 
political. " In he r impo rtant n ew work , Nancy CO lt draws upon that 
cla im to examinc the institutional dim e nsio ns or marriage. Us in g 
a bro;-Id brush , bllt providing careful d e tail, Co ll takes th e readn 
rrom co loni al America to the prescllt d ay, eXCl mining thc ways in 
which that most in tima te relationship-marriage-has been of CO I1 -

cern not only to indi viduals, but to communities and to state a nd 
federal gove rnm e nt as we ll. Elaborating on thenl cs in th e 
American past too frequ e ntly assul1led LO be pri\'<lte and d Oll1est ic 
a nd relevant olll y to spec ialists in wo men 's histOl)" th e book co n­
\'in cin g ly presents ma rriage as crucial to Ollr un cicrsLa ndill g of' 
social and politi ca l change and both fore ig n (lnd do mestic poli cy. 

Publi c a uthorities, in Colt's vi ew, pursued politi ca l, moral , and 
economi c goa ls in their marital po li cy-making. Po liti ca lly, mar­
riage was linked to gO\'ernment fro m early co lonia l tim es, when 
th e male-h e,ld ed pat riarchal famil y was h eld to mirror th e rela­
tiollship between kings and s ll~j e cts . In the ncw republic after 
l776, co ntract tl1eol-Y was introdu ced to .ius tifY more ega lita rian 
politics , but th e assumption rcm ain ed that the husband acted for 
hi s depe nde nt wife. 

Indeed , sin ce ma rriage vows we re uphe ld as a contract co n­
sent in g to re lations o f dominan c and subo rd in ation, wome n' s 
s ul~j ec t status was stre ng then ed . 

During the C ivil V\'ar , when congresslllen worr ied-and fe mi­
nists hoped- that the abolition of th e "dornes ti c re lation" of slav-
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ry would also end th r lation of wi£ Iy subj ection , th politic of 
marriage wa parti cularl appar nt, a politi cs th at alter d p ra tic 
and reated new meaning. In 1865, the Freedm n ' Bureau 

n o urag d and facilita ted marriag among the fr edp opl bo th 
a a io-n of th ex- laves ' humani ty and to emphasize th ir n w ta­

itiz n , under mal h ad hip. On the o ther hand, in terra­
cial upl , who wer barred from man ing by new po t-war law , 
al 0 £ und that marriage wa mor than a private act. 

With th wave of immigration at th turn of the twe nti th en­
LUI p liti again defin ed worn n ' plac in marriage . Immigrant 
wive recei d the right to take up U.S. citizenship along with th ir 
hu band , but citizenship wa d nied to ino-Ie women and wiv s 
, ho e husband did not ek it. Fu rth r, American wom n 10 t th ir 

itiz n hip upon marria e to a fore ign r. Only after wom n b came 
rts Cott, did th importanc of marriag to 

American politi alli£ become less ntral to legislators and judges. 
Moral conc rn al 0 tructured th in ·titution of marriage, 

and o tt how tha t although thi dim nsion has rec ntly b n 
hall nged and con tra ined , it neverth I remain vigorou. T o 

th Purita n it wa If- vident tha t marriag wa a hristi an in ti­
tution tha t demand d mo nogam , mal head hip , and wifely obe­
di nc . But in th e nin t enth ce ntu ry th at view wa ch allenged by 
the pr gmati prac tice of American communiti , p cially in 
rural or fr ntie r regions wh er ouples we re far fro m ministers or 
t poor to pa £ . Such "info rmal" marriage and divorce w re 
tot ra ted th roughout mo t of th e ntury, ays Cott, de mon tl"a tes 
that ' living in in " " a no t a recent inv nLion. 

ta t and federal au th oriti s respo nded b e nforcing a ge ner­
alized m oralit with clear Chri tian roo ts , supporting marriag fo r 

- la whil d ni ra ting " Ori~n tal " or "pagan " practices and tak-
ino- ac ti n again t pragm ati c informal cod s, utopian ommuni­
ti Mormo n pol gamy, and the u e of con trace p tion . Toda, o tt 
find parallel in con rva tive a ttemp ts to u aborti on and wel­
fare-reform p Ii i to redirect marriage back toward th ea rli r 
m d I, with its a umptions of mal head hip and of a link 
b tw n exuali ty and reproduction . One of he r mo t challe ngin g 
anal , e com par s the experien c of the free d people wi th tha t of 
I bian a nd ga in Am e rica today . Just as many 
Afri can-Am rican saw th right to marry as intrin ically bo und up 
with o ther civil and politi cal righ ts, so the ame claim is mad 
t day with r gard t homo exual marriag . Ye t,just as some blacks 
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we re SllSp lCIOUS of an in st ituti on tha t bou nd co uples loge ther 
regardl ess of co nsen t, man y today, pa rti c u la rly fe mini sts, wa rn gay 
and les bia n coupl es tha t m ,Hriage is a n ili sr itllli o n th a t h arms par­
ti c ipan ts. Cott uses the para ll e l both to indi ca te th e double eclge 
o r Ih e sword , ,:IIld to unde rpin he r ,lrg UIl1 Cnt that th e publi c 
dim c nsion of marriage is ,tii\'e a nd sl ron g eve ll when a lm ost h ,dr o r 
Amcri ca n marri ages end in di\'()IT c . 

Yet it is the cconomic dime n sion of lll ' lITi age that Co tt find s 
most impo rt anl, as ,Ill in s litution a nchored in re c iprocity, with 
me n providing econom ic support <111c1 wo mc n o ffe rin g domes ti c 
and e moLional services. Legal doctr ines o f cove rture d a ting from 
the co lonial period emphasizcd thi s eco no mi c dim e nsioll , but so 
too did the Freedmcn's Bureau , which e nvi sio ned Afri cCl n­
Amcri ca n men afler ma rriage m;linLaining th e ir famili s by th e ir 
ow n tlbor, with vvives in th e hOIll t' , Economic motin's predomi­
n a ted when offi c ial s reg ul a ted immig ralltmarriages a lld d ea lt wit h 
lIto pian comlllllnit ics, ma n )' of whi ch sO ll ght 10 "preve nt dispari ti es 
or wealth and a lso 10 preve nt ch il dbearing wives ("ro m being 
d e pende nt Oil th e ir h usbands ' earnings" bv e liminating prival e 
propcrty, Simi lar ly, laws banning birth contro l inf()rmaLion servcd 
10 "keep ex tral11ariwl sex ri sky, but 10 sec llre conventional rcspon­
si bilities within l11 <lr riagc," with \,vo m e n as dependent mothcrs a nd 
men as providcrs, 

For COlt , C \ 'CIl as wo m e ll earn edncw o pportun iti es outside th e 
hom e in the twcnticth cc ntury, mar r iagc nlC(lI1t cco llomi c d cpe nd­
c nct' . She introdu ces so li d evid e nce fro m laws , cO lin cases, <md 
New Deal poli c ies thai c l1fo rcedm ale bread winne r status. or did 
til c ex le nsi \T cha nges in women's educa tio n a l ,lI1d work lin's tha t 
(' m e rgcd [rolll th e 19()Os pIT \'e nt a conserva tiH' backlash nos ta lg ic 
for th e o ld marriage mo d e l. Th is is eviden t both in th e clashes 
o\,cr gay Clnd ks bi ~lIl marriage a nd in po li cies of we \[~lrc re form 
thal assumc fa th ers (I re provide rs and e nco u rage ","o lll c n to m a lT)' 
10 so lve th e ir cco no m ic proble ms . 

Ending Oil a rath e r sombe r nOle, COll h(dds that ,1S we cntc r 
th e twenty-fIrst ce ntury, po liti cs, m o rality, <\\l ei eco no mi cs a rc still 
bedroc ks o f th e ill st i llIti o n of mar riage , evc n ill a c li l ture tha t seems 
to celeb rate equality, individua lity, and freedom. And gi\'(:' n he r 
ric h and s libsLantial <lIl a lysis, the evide nce certainl y supports he r 
vi ew thaL marriage sti ll re mains "inc . tri cably publi c and priv(lte ," 

Carole Elizabeth Adams UIli7N nily oj Cf?l lral Flon·drl 
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Cuba's Foreign Relations in a Post Soviet World. By H. Micha I 
Eri mao . (Gain svill: nive r ity Press of Florida, 2000. iii , 270 
pp. List of tabl , foreword , preface, map, notes, index. 49.95 
loth.) 

he Soviet nion' collap in 1991 brought an end to th 6 
billi n in annual ub idi and cut-rate oil prices to Cuba. ~ a 
r ult f thi debacle, man predict d that th day of Fid I a tr ' 
dicta tor hip w r numb r d. How v r, a d cade later, Castro h 
pro en n e more that he is Latin America' rna ter survivor. 

In thi mo tinter ting work, Michael Erisman, a profes or of 
Political Sci n at Indiana Sta te Univ r ity and a leading xp rt 
on uban f r ign policy, provides a judicious in-depth anal i 
co nc rning uban foreign policy in both th Cold War and po t-

old War p ri d . In addition , it thoroughl e plore uba' e 0-

nomic r SpOI1 aft r th fall of its ben factor , the Soviet niol1. 
To his r dit, Eri man begin hi tudy by providing th e read­

r with a hi tori al overview of Un it d Stat - uban relations prior 
t th Cuban R v lution . He lucidly e plain that the Revolution ' 

fu l foreign poli during the Cold War wa th product of 
counterdep I1d ncy politic. Even b for a tro ' tri-

umph, uban re nt d Am rican h gemony over th i land' 
inte rnal and xt rnal affair. Th author buttre ses hi analy i by 
addr ing criti al i ue in Unit d Stat -Cuban rela tions uch a 
the Platt Am ndment, the American int rv ntions of 1906 and 
1912 the Am ri an domination of key ector of the Cuban econ­
om following World War I, and the traditional Am rican oppo i­
tion to Cuba' nationali tic dream. Thu , Erisman succe d in 
highlighting th i hi torical ount rdepend ncy a th corn r tone 
of the Re lution ' foreign policy. 

Eri man ri htl pints out that onc th R volution con o li­
dat d its If, counterd p ndency concerns prompted Ca tro to 
b come a central figure in the truggl again t "American imperi­
ali m ." uba b gan granting moral and mate rial support to Latin 
Am ri an revolutionari in th 1960 , and during the 1970 and 

arly 1980 its military might wa cru ial to th consolidation of 
Mar i t regimes in Angola and < thiopia. Anoth r interesting 
a p ct of uba' fore ign poli y during th Cold War wa i 
"humanitarian" aid to Third World nation . In analyzing Cuba' 

i lance , Erisman go b yond listing mer figur s and provides 
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th e read e r with a th o rou g h acco lln t of C lIba ' ,' invo l\'(.' ll1 e nt in this 
a rea. T his po li cy, wh ic h la rge ly cons isted in se nd ing C liba n d oc­
to rs, teac h e rs, ,1I1d tech ni c ia ns to [h e T h ird vVo rld , no t o nl y ga in ed 
th e Rc"o lliti o n a rl e pts bllt pro pe ll ed th e is la nd na ti o n to th e lead­
e rship o f th e Move m e nt o r No na ligned ~a ti ()J1s. T hu s, in th e eyes 
o r th e T hird vVo rld , Cu ba was no t (\ me re Sovie t sa te llite h ut rat h c r 
(1 Third \I\'o rld c ha mpi o n aga in st co lo ni a li sm , imperia lism, a nd 
d e pe nde ncy. 

\I\Thil e exa min ing Cuba's co ullte rd e p e nci c n c), fo reign po li cy 
durin g th e Co ld \I\ra r prm'id es va lua bl e insig hts in to th e inte rn a l 
d yna m ics o f th e Revolu tio n , t he m os t in te resling pan of E risl11 <lI1 's 
wo rk is hi s o l?jec tive in terpre ta tion o r Cuba's post-Cold \tVar order. 
Faced ,,,, ith a n a lready \'uln e rablc eco no m )' , th e Rcyo lution had to 
lInde rt a ke a carro t <lI1 d s tic k approac h to d ea l wi th th e cris is fol­
lowin g th e Sm'ict de mise. On th e o ne ha ncl, th e C uba n gm'lTn­
me n ( unde rtoo k un poplliar draco ni a n )ll l"\. U ITS suc h as limi ting 
p llrc h<\ses of co nslI mer goods, fu n h er food <lI1d gas ral io ni ng, 
e ne rgY' cu tbac ks, ,lIld dis mi ssa l of sla te e m plo)'l'es. 011 th e o th er 
h, \l1d , th e gove rnm e n l a ll owed th e lega liza ti on o f th e do ll ar as ten­
de r a nd pe rmiLled limited priva te en te rp ri se . 

vVhil l' C llba sllffe r ed eco no mi c se tbac ks dllring this "specia l 
period ," its eco no m), recove red thro ug h C,lll ad ia n a nd Euro pean 
U ni o n im'cs tlll e llts. As a res ult o f th e in fusio n o f E u ropea n capi­
ta l, C u ba's to urism industry becam e a \'i ta l /'(nce in h elp in g its eco­
nomi c reco\'e ry. Toe!;l)', fo r in sta n ce , it h as su r passed sllgar as th e 
na ti o n 's m a in so urce o f reve n ue a nd th e Eu ropea n U ni o n is 
C uba's la rges t trad in g pa rtn er. 

T h is book is i III po rtan t because it is lh e Ii rsl co m pre h e nsi ve 
(l na lysis of C ll b,\' s pragma ti c fore ig n po li cy since th e dis me mber­
me n t o f th e So\'i e l n io n . Eris m a n is to he cOllgrawlatc ri for pro­
d ll c ing a n ex h a ll sti\'C' a nd pro\'oca tive Slllcl )" whi c h is a v,re1co lllcd 
;'ldditio n to th e lite ra tu re o f C uba n interna ti o na l re la tio ns. 

.J ()s~ B. Fe rn ,l nd l'i'. UlliWJsily 0/ Centrol l'lorida 
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