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Constructing Indians in the Colonial Floridas: 
Origins of European-Floridian Identity, 
1513-1573 

by Daniel S. Murphree 

I n 1599, GarciJaso de la Vega published his account of 
H ernando de Soto's journey through what is today the outh­
eastern Unit d State. Ba ed on th author's rOlnanti per­

c ptions of North Am rica and dubiou evidence provided by 
exp dition memb r , the work' factual validity is que tionable in 
many regard.] N v rth I , Garcila 0 ' interpretation provide 
valuabl information p rtaining to the image of the Florida cr -
ated and p rp tuated by European visitors during the sixteenth 
centuI .2 In particular, one passage attributed to H ernando d 

Danie l S. Murphree i a istant profe so r of histol at the nivers ity of Te a at 
Tyl r. 
1. For a naly i of Gar ilaso and hi work, ee ha rle Hud on, "The Hemand 

de o lo E pediti n, 15 -1543," in The Forgotten Centuries: Indian and 
EurojJeans in the American South, 1 21-1704, d . h arl Hudson and arm n 

. Te er ( th ns , a. , 1994) 100; Juan Marichal , "Th ew World from 
Within: The Inca Gar ilaso," in Fir: t Images of America: 17u ImlJa t of the ew 
World on the Old, d. Freda Chi ap p II i, 2 vols. (Berkeley Calif. , 1976) , 1: 7-61; 

J erald T. Milanich and harle Hud 'on, H ernando de oto and the Indians of 
Florida (Gain s ilk, Fla. , 199 ) , 6-7. 

2. The plural term "Floridas" i u ed throughoul th t xt in o rd r to tak 
account o[th varied geographi of "Florida" during th colonia l period. t 
dif£: r nt tim during th i l nth centu ry, European u ed deri ali ns of 
"Florida" to de ribe specifi areas su h as t. Augu tine or broad r g 0-

graphic local su h a the entire pr eO l-day outhea tern U nit d Stat . 
n le s o th n i e tat d , "Florida " refers to the territory immediat 1)' uth 

of th 32° 28' la titud adj a ent to th Atlanti Ocean, Mi i ippi Ri r, and 

[133] 
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1 4 FLORID HI TORI L Q AR ERLY 

oto p ulat d ge neral olon i t opinions regarding nativ p 0-

pie. Tplor r oncJud d that' all of the land of th i realm i 
pra ti all id nti al in kind and quali .. , [and] its inhabitan 
Ii dr , at and drink in som what the am mann r. Ev n in 
th ir idol and th ir r ite and c remoni of paganism ... and in 
th ir w apon th ir ial di tinction and th ir fero ity, th dif­
t r liuJ or nothing fr m a h oth r. "3 Gar ila 0' report re eal d 

n intrin 'ic hara t ri ti f ultural in traction in th New World: 
ttl r t nd d to nvi ion th r and th r gion i If 

a th am . 
Th t European link d North America s nvironm nt with i ' 

i ndig n u p pI i w 11 tabli hed nd g n rall accept d b 
hi torian ncerned with int r ultural relation of the col nial 

R <Yarding th contin nt a a whole pr vailing entim nt 
h lar i that th se connections indicated promi e and 

ptimi m t Europ an eoloni ts who b Ii v d that nativ r pre­
nt d tl1e purity f th e nvironm nt. Th imag s of both n ti 

and n ironm nt, th r fore wer po itive. Indians symboliz the 
ond r f uncorrupt d nature, th ir impl i ·tene s unf tt r d 

b mat rial ne rn limit d re ource , or mod rn vices . E n 
when ub qu n t neount r de tro ed romanti ized image , a 0-

iation f n ti e ,ith th nvironm ntal b n fi n of th on­
tin nt ndur d , in many way maintaining its hold n Western 

n t th pre ent.4 

ppl 'n thi t.h ory to the i t nth- entury Flori a i prob­
mati , how veL Pa t holars of th region have addr ss d the 

u ~ toni in g n ral t rm . Amy Turn r Bu hnell propos d that 
in Ii ht of Indian onversion opportunitie "to Spaniards , Florida 

Book 2, hapl r 30, ar ila a d La ga The Horida oj the Inca: History oj the 
delentado Hernando de oto, Governor and Captain General oj the Kingdom oj 

Florida and oj Other Heroic SIJanish and Indian Cavaliers Written by the Inca, 
Carcilaso de la Vega, n Officer oj H is Majesty, and a alive oj the Creal ..ity oj 

tlZCO, apital oj the Realms and Provinces oj Peru, lrans. a nd ed . J ohn G. m e r 
( U lin , T xa , 1962) , 170. 

4. e R b rl F. B rkh ~ r Jr ., The White Man's Indian: Images oj the merican 
Indian from olumbll to the Pre ent ( ewYork [97 ),38-44; o li nG.Call wa , 
First PeotJle: Documentary urvey oj American Indian Hislory (Boston , 199 ),6 ; 
Ga ry B. a 'h , Red, White & Black: the PeotJles oJEarly o'rllt America, 3rd ed. 
( n I 'wood liff.<;, j. , 1992), 36; Gr ga l H . obi s, American l'rontiers: 
Cultural Encounter. and Continental Conquest ( ew York , 1997) , 29-30' D vid J. 
W b r, The panishFrontierin or·thAmerica ( ewHaven , ann. , 1992), 18. 
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CO TR U TI GIlA 135 

mu t hay m d like a nativ Utopia by compari on to oth r 
colonies."5 Focu ing on a ily obtainabl nativ labor and natural 
re ource ,Charl Hud on onclud d that arl Spani h vi itor 
viewed th Florida "a a land of milk and hon y, b gging for 01-
onization."6 Paul Hoffman broad n ed thi them e, titling a book in 
it regard and promoting th id a that, to many European , th 
region "a umed th form of an w Andalucia," rich with mall able 
native peopl and ndl environm ntal treasures .7 Y t, inv sti­
gati n of imagin d parall I b tween the land and its nativ s do 
not exi t. D pit a rapidly growing a sortment of cholarly work 
concentrating on th Florida , no y tematic evaluation of 
coloni ts and how th y conn ct d Indians to the environment ha 
been und rtaken. 

European omm ntari on Indians and environment reveal 
that on n u th orie do not apply to the Florida during the 
arly colonial p riod. While propagandists and Enlightenm nt 

int 11 ctual in Europe pr moted the "Native = good nviron­
m nt" mod I (lat r generally nunciated as the' Nobl Sa ag " 
paradigm) , explorer, missionaries, and settlers favored a dift r nt 
int rpr tation. Acknowledging that Indian and th phy ical t­
tling of the Floridas were symbiotic, European immigran , with 
growing frequency over the y ar , b Ii v d n ith r entity to b 
beneficial to their goals in any regard. Colonists actually inhabit­
ing the penin ula and i hinterlands increasingly condemned 
natives whom, they believed, represented a bewildering nviron­
ment re ponsible for European failur . Unabl to convincin ly 
blam th land its If, colonists resorted to damning its mo t 
acceptable manife tation in the European mind-th very human 
and therefor fallibl , Indians. Explorers and s ttl rs constructed 
an enduring image of natives while erecting a psychological barri­
er that would und rmin int rcultural und r tanding and catal ze 
th formation of a European-Floridian identity. 

Am T urn r Bu hn U, Siuado and Sabana: Spain 's SuplJort System Jor the Pre idio 
and Mis ion Provinces oj Florida, American Mu um of atural History, 
Anthropological Paper 74 ( th 11 , Ga. 1994), 211. 

6. Charle Hudson, Knight oj pain, Wa1Tiors oj the un: H ernando de Soto and the 
outh 's Ancient Chiefdoms ( lh 11 , Ga. , 1997) , 36. 

7. Paul Hoffman, A ew Andalucia and a Way to the Orient: The American outheast 
during the i teenth entury (Ba ton Rouge, La., 1990), 4. 

8. Fo r an alte rn ate pe rspective on European-Am rican vi w of nati and th 
nvironm nt of orth America, ee Kar nO. Kupperman , Indian & .t.n glish: 

Facing OJ! in Eady America (Ithaca, .Y. , 2000) , 142-44. 
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136 FLORID HI T ORI AL Q U RTERLY 

F rm d through thi proce the ttl r id nti ty tran c ded 
thni and national boundarie Though pr viou work hav 

addr d pani h and Fren ch colonial nd a o r , most tr a t d 
th mmUl1ltJe a gr gated entitie in t rm of cultural d v 1-

pm n t and £ w a kn wI dg d the rol of Engli h vi itors i th 
n truction of id nti ty.9 While pani h , Fr n ch , and En Ii h 01-

ni a tion a tt mp ts in th Florida should b valua ted in term of 
th ir uniqu i tuati n , rtain id a and image that all coloni 
h ar d mu t al 0 b r cognized. Pr vi u ch olar rar ly, if r, 

11 t d u h com m n liti and tended to highlight, ra ther than 
thni dif£ r nc . Y t, lik eul er in 
ri a , Euro pean in th Flo rida conn t-

th rou rrh th ir multiple failur and ub e uent 
ri Hind rak r ha pointed out in th e col nial 

111 an nviron m nt imilar in population div rsity 
Ima d riv d fr m un c rtain ty, dang r, and mi fo rtu ne "u de r-

ird d a br adly ha r d r gional id nti ty' am ng ttl r .1 0 T hu , 
r coo"nizin th radual formation of a Europ an-Floridian id n ti­

, rath er than di ·tinct pani h French or Engli h id ntiti 
ru ial t und r tanding th regi n ' ultural d elopment. 

.. U fO P an-Fl ridian vi wpo int belied th e image g nera t d b 
I - r in Eu ro . For at lea t thr hundr d y ar , Spani h 

Fr n h , and Brili h writ rs in the Old World tridentl pro oted 
th natural" ea lth ob tainabl in th Flo rida . Id ntifi d and 

pI r d h rtly a ft r th fir t voyage of olumbus, th penin u­
la and i hi n t rl and b am th it of num ro u European l­
tJ m n t a tt mp ts b fo r th founding of o th r Am ri an col 11i . 
Bol t red b na tionali t bra ado, priva t ntrepr n ur and publi 
ta t man advocat d th min ral mili tary, climatic, and ag 'cul­

tu ral ben fi th rough publicized and wide} cir ulat d lrac 
n u ra in man individual and gr up to k fo r tune in th i 
ni mati but as ur dl r u r -r ich p rti o n of th N w World .]] 

9. Jo hn T. Me ra tll , The French in Early Florida: In the c)e oj the HU1Tirane 
( a in svil le , Fla ., 2000)' a nd Pa ul E . H o ffm an , Florida 's Frontier 
(BI min ton , In d. , 2002) a re the most ree n t e ample -. 

10. Eri Hi nd rak r, Elu ive mpire : on tructing olonialism in the Ohio Valley, 
1673-1 00 ( rk, 1997),256-59. 

11 . B rna rd Bailyn , Voyagers to the West: The Peopling oj America on the Eve oj 
Revolution (I ork, 19 6) 431 435; WJ E I s France in merica (Ea t 

an illg, Mi h ., 1 90),2; AnLhon Pagde n, Lords oj lithe World: Ideologies oj 
Em/Ji re in . Imin, B1--ttain and France c. 1-00-1800 ( ew Have n, Conn ., 199. ) , 63-
6 ; \IV b r, The pan ish Frontier in Otth A merica, 
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CONSTR CTI G I DIA S 137 

But early writers and strategi ts in Europe rar ly publi h d 
complete accounts of peopl who actually visited the penin ula 
and gulf coa t. Exploi and accompli hm nts of om w r 
applauded in general term, but specific disappointm nts of th 
immigrants only surfaced in bits and piece catt r d throughout 
propaganda literature. More complete d piction might ha e 
shown that words actually written or poken by th earlie t explor­
ers , missionarie , and settler painted a differ nt picture of the 
environment. The natural etting often betray d the purpo e of 
the European (or 0 it appeared to them), not only failing to pro­
vide the riches expected but placing coloni ts in the difficult posi­
tion of trying to rationaliz failure in a tting unendingly depict­
ed in Europe a paradi e. On r suIt wa a progres iv but indirect 
condemnation of the nvironment apr onified in the indige­
nou inhabitants. Only after difficulties mounted between native 
and European throughout th We tern Hemisphere did thi 
mod of rationalization gain gr ater acceptance amon both 
Floridian and non-Floridian Europeans thereby becomin - a 
r curring th m in the d velopment of the Florida pecificall 
and th American colonies in general. 

European-Floridian con truction of a Nativ -Floridian image 
OCCUlT d gradually and, for the most part, unconsciou ly. From 
the early day of ettlement, Spani h , Fr nch, and English visitors 
tended to gen ralize characteri tics of the indigenous people in 
th ir specific descriptions of the population and broad r com­
mentary on the region. Thi occurred d pit colonial interaction 
with a vari ty of different native groups during th sixteenth c n­
tury, including the Calu a, Timucua, and Apalachee. Often 
d cription empha iz d Indian feature and abilitie that 
European admired. Colonists reacted to urvival techniqu and 
evidence of nativ phy ical accompli hm nts with marvel and 
appr ciation. N v rtheless, almost all comments, wh ther po itiv 
or negative , pointed out definitive difference b tw en the two 
group . Ov r tim , th mo teemingly benign or even approving 
omments r -enforced di tinction b twe n s ttl r and native , 

di tinction that more and more app ar d divisive and in ur­
mountabl . 

Most prevalent in the accounts of arly Europ an immigrants 
are de ·criptions of ativ American "barbari m." In its simple t 
form, tripped of racial and religious connotations, th t rm bar­
barism during the early contact period referred to individual or 
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1 FLORID HI TORle L Q AR ERLY 

TOUP d vianc [r m European tandard of behavior in t rm of 
mora! mann r ,a Livitie , lit tyl , nd philo ophies. Europ an 
fregu ntl u d th term to drib oth r peopl s, includi aL 
tim oth r 'urop an .1 2 

G n rall ntwin d in rt r n s to barbarism we re ob rva­
tion on nativ hath ni m. 13 Th wor hip of idols, r i tanc 
bibli al in tru ti 11 , and lac k of d fin d piritua! orthodoX} and 
hi r 1 marked indig nou lit as a deviant I ­

n , impr cise th 010 ,and un on ntional r­
qu ntly, Europ an grouped nativ s with tradi-

ti nemi Iik Moor or Turk. Though mo t ttl r did nOL 
th Indian a inh rent! viI, the fact that native ould 

hri tian t a hings pointed to "inerad-
ava . ry." 14 

pp arance of th Indian garner d att I1tion 
w 1l. 15 In term of dre and anatom , In ian 

gain, while p pI 
ommonly noted ph sical appea anc 

m r ', ' urop an omm nrs on Indian w re e p ciall ' [r -
qu nt nd a 0 iat d with haracter and ci ilization. would 
b vident throughout orth Am rica, 
ph i n Indians and European functi n d 
a an important m dium for diffi rentiation and the onstruction 

f parat id ntiti 
hat Eur p an 

tion 1 pr ion, h 
ant in i If. Mor 

12. 

1 . 

l4. 

1 . 

on tantly r £ rr d to Indian barbarity, mo­
theni m , and ph sical app aran ignifi-
illu trativ of th volution of th id nti 

6
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o TR CTI G I DI 139 

proc ss in the Florida, how ver, i how th th me urfac d dur­
ing tim of Europ an-Floridian fru tration. D cripti n f 
Indian barbarity, heath nism, and phy ical app aranc b am 
much more ferv nt during tim of tr for conqui tador and 
oloni ts. Indian became the outl ts for Europ an-FIOlidian 

an xi ty and di appointment, e trangement incr ased . Yet, g n­
uin nativ ob truction of colonial goal did not truly account for 
Spanish, Fr nch, and Briti h failure. Th refor , Europ an on-
truct d an id a of nativ in ufficiency, a racialized imag that 

would rv th ir purpo on a consi t nt ba is. This elastic char­
a t rization allow d Eur pean Floridians to condemn the natives, 
r ardle s of th ir actual rol in Europ an liv . 

Juan Pone d Leon, one of Spain ' first explorer to vi it th 
Floridas, laid th ba i for this image of native. Landing on th 
penin ula's ea tern coa t in April 1513, Ponce de Lon' p di-
tion encountered hostile natives and very little that in pir d th 
leader to taY in th region. Moving alon the south rn and we t-

rn shores of the peninsula, th xp dition again viol ntly 
ncountered Indian, and at lea tone paniard di d in th fight­

ing. By Jun , Pon d L on had n nou 'h of th Florida and 
d part d for Pu rto Ri o. Rejuvenat d , h r turn d again in 1521 
h ping to tabli h a Ion for pain. Again, local nativ 
attack d hi xp dition and fore d the Spaniards to d part for 

uba wh r Pon d L on di d from a wound rec ived in bat­
tl .1 6 

a con equ n of hi experiences, Pone d Leon and hi 
followers con truct d n gative impr i n of both th land and its 
inhabitan , making Florida' indig nou p opl int gral to 

pani h xplanation for misfortune in th r ion. According t 
hi hronicler, Pone de Leon b Ii v d that "the t mp ratur f 
th region wa ry un uitable and diffi r nt from what he ima -
in d , and the nativ s of the land [were] a very au ter and v ry av­
a and b llig rou and fi rc and untam d p ople." Explaining 
hi deci ion to leave the penin ula, Ponce d Leon complain d , 
"but inasmuch as v rything went wrong ... it i believed that d 
wa not rved nor th tim com for conv r ion of that land and 
provine to our holy Catholic faith, sin h [God] permi th 

16. Mi ha 1 annon , "Fir t European ontacts," in The ew History of Florida, d. 
Michael Gannon (Gain vi ll , Fla., 1996) 17-21. 
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1 0 FLORIDA HI T ORI AL Q UARTERLY 

d viI till to ke p tho Indians d c iv d ... and the population of 
h II to b a u 'm nt d with their oul ."17 

T n arvaez 's xpedition 
mad imilar b ' rvation , thou h on a more exten ive ba i . 

on i tin ' f a t lea t five hips and fiv hundred peopl , the con-
tin nt in advert n tl land d on th we tern hore of the nin-
lila n ar ampa Ba in 152 . Int ndin to reach a de tinati n n 

th gulf t north a t of M i 0 , P ~ nfilo d arva z in tand 
r tt d th n ity of landing in th Florida . eve rthel 

ent hi hip to find a b tter harbor to the north whil am 00ri 
f hi e.l p diti n a companied him a hor to explore the ar e. 
n ble to fi nd a harbor, th ship in t ad d parted for Cuba, I a -

ing the landing par ty with few suppli . om of the desperate 01-
di r e >ntuall d tro d their hor and u d th carcas for 
Dod. D z n of p niard died from illn ; Indians killed oth r . 

p nd nt and arning to go hom , Panfil0 de Narvaez and hi 
r me ininO' D llowe r built raf and att mpt d to ail alon th 

a L to M on ompl ted th journey, and mo t of th 
p diti n ' m mb r , including Panfil d arvaez, peri h >d. l 

Iv r L1I1 z Cab za d Vaca, th m t famou urvivor, pr -
vid d an a count of th that furth r illu tra t the reI tion-
hip b 1:\ n pani h di appointmen ts, depi ti n of th r ion 

and imag of n a ti e . Throughout hi r ports, Cab za d Va a 
alllld d to na ti be havior and app arance, and the r lation hip o f 
b th to th nvir nment. Following a erie of viol nt ngag ­
m nts with Indian , he de crib d nativ d meanor and ta li a t 
1 n 'Lh , finall n luding that "th Indian of tha t land are vel 
, a rlik and wild nd trong. "19 Like many ob erver of warfar , 

ab a d Va a vi wed the n my' baLd fi ld exp rti a P' rtial-
ttributa I to ptional ph ieal strength and alarmingl 

t mperament. Oth r hronicl r agr d wit thi 
a that member of the expedition beli v d that 

17. " vi do n Juan Pon d L 6 n ' co nd Voyage, 1521," in ew American 
World: A Documenlary Hi lory of OTlh America Lo 16]2, ed . David B. Q inn , ,) 
vol , ( w York, 1 7 ), 1: _47. 

I , J raId T. Mila ieh , Florida Indian and Lhe Invasion from EUTOpe (Cain svi ll , 
Fla., 199 ), 11 -25. 

19. ''Th of the Exp dition of He rn a ndo OlO, b R drigo 
r nd red b Conzalo F rnandez de Ovi do, ] 53 -

8
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CO TR TI G I DI 141 

Floridas ' Indian wer "w 11 built ... [and] had large bodie . '20 
Reass rting th them of phy ical uniquene ,Cabeza d Vaca and 
his f. llow xplor r a rt d , "All th many Indian from Florida 
we saw were arch r , and, bing v ry tall and nak d at a di tan 
app ar giants . Thos p opl are wond rfull built, v ry aunt and 
of great str ngth and agility. "21 Rath r than bing derisive 

pan ish comm nts gen rally pr d aw and appr ciation. For 
the first tim , how v r, ab za d Vaca referenced th Indian ' 
nakedness, and the siz of nativ wa onveyed with the lab I 
"giant," a term typically u d in a ociation with non-European 
p opies and tting. 

reater in ight into th con truction of Indian id ntity and its 
int r ection with environmental disappointm nt al an b 
gleaned from records of the Narva z xp dition. On on oc a-
ion, members of the entrada sought i tan from a group f 

Indian in th Floridas explaining to th m that on of th ir boa 
had unk and four Spaniards had drowned. Though it i und ar 
what kind of reaction the Spaniard exp ct d it is appar nt that 
th y w re unpr par d for what followed: 

Th Indian , at ight of what had befallen u , and our state 
of uf£ ring and m lane holy de titution, at down among 
u , and from th orrow and pity th Y f. It, th yall b gan to 
lam nt 0 arnestl that th y might have been heard at a 
di tance, and continu d 0 doing more than half an hour. 
It was strang to th m n, wild and untaught, howl­
ing like brute over our misfortun . It cau din m a in 
oth rs, an increas of feeling and a livelier sense of our 
calamity.22 

20. "H arva z Exp dition , 152 ," in 

21. 

am to evilla," in Quinn, ew American World 2: 23. 
22. "Re lation that AI ar ab za de f What B D 11 th 

h R turn d and 
villa," in Quinn, ew American World 2: 29. 

9

Murphree: Constructing Indians in the Colonial Floridas: Origins of Europea

Published by STARS, 2002



142 FLORID HI TORI L ARTERLY 

In th mind of Cabeza d Vaca, th Indian ' r pon wa in expli­
able . ativ compas i n £ r Eur p an mi fortune perplex d 0]­

di r ac u tom d to viewing indi nou p ople as military adv r-
rie . Failing t und r tand th Indian ' a tion , Cab za d Va 

and hi c mpanion rat d with onfu ion and a h i h t n 
d gr f un rt inty. It wa an unnerving ituation becau e it 
indi atedju t h w li ttl th plor r under tood about nati Ie cul­
tur , an in effect, th Florida. 

Blamin Indian ~ r fai lu re in the Floridas became a recur-
rin . th m . Much lik a coun f Pone d Leon 's departur 

plain d Panfilo de Narvaez' 
making parallels between th 

land' in uffi i n and Indian ob tru tion. cording to ab za 
Va a ' r port, hi 1 ad r declar d , "In view of the pov rty f th 

land , th unfavorabl a counts of th e population and ... th 
Indi n makin ontinual war a ain t u . . . we det rmin d t 
I a th t p Ia and go in qu t of th ea."23 gain both envi-
r nm ntal and human factor combin d to fru trate Europea 
ffor ' , th u h th indi nou inhabitan rived greater au n-

ti n in planati n of the cau e . 
Iotrigu d b th m t rie urroundio Panfilo d Narva z 

and hi in the Floridas, pani h nqui tador 
H rnando oto or 'aniz d an xp dition and ailed for the 
r arli r xplorers, H ernando de oto and hi 

ndur d fru trations a they proceeded a ro th 
Hazardou traY 1 th rough wamp , incoo i t nt fo 

ontinuou thr ats of mutin , and repeated viol n t 
n o un t r with 1 al native hamp r d the p dition a i jour-

n d fir t northward and th n w tward . By 1 41, Hernando de 
oto' m n had tra er ed Florida and mo t of th outhea t, bu t 

th p diti n fai l d t ure an empire for th pani h crown r 
lth for th ad enturer . Two y ar lat r, less than half f th 

' p dition m mb r urvived and r turn d to Me ico; among 
th mi in was Hernando de oto who had died in jun 1542.2<1 

On of th participan and hronicl r of thi p dition , th 
ntl man of · 1 add d to ideas arli r g n rat d in r ports on 

P n de L 6n' and Panfilo d arvaez' experience . "The 
Indian ar w 11 proportioned," the ch roni ler wrot but "Tho 

23. Ibid ., 2: 23. 
24. Milan ich , Flo'rida Indians and the Invasion from E um jJe, 127-36. 
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of the flat lands are of taU r tature and b tt r built than tho of 
th mountain. '25 Physiologically di tingui hing nativ in th 
hilly north from those of th g n rally flat p nin ula furth r hi h­
light d the Florida ' g ographical di tincti n . Th ntl man 
of Elvas al 0 tablished a connection betw n th Indian ' b h a -
ior and their phy ical featur . De cribing th nativ of th n rth­
w st Florida oa t he wrot , "Alon 0 d arm na [anoth r m m­
b r of Hernando de oto' xp dition] . .. mak parti ular m n­
tion of the ferocity of th Indian of th pr vin of Apal ch , a­
ing the following, which is taken to the lett r: 'The e Indian of 

palach ar gigantic in stature and ar ver valiant and 
pirited .... In fact th ir going n aked i a gr at help to th lTl. " 26 

Either through encouragement fro m Alon 0 de armona or hi 
own interpr tation of the situation the chronicler forg d an a 0-

iati n b tw n nativ behavior, iz ,and nak dne . 
d to' p dition en ountered reat r hard hip, ome 

m mb r p ulated on pecific native behavior and th ir con­
n tion to th uniqu tting of th p nin ula. P dro aId ron, 
a oldi r a ompanyin d t b liev d that the "nati of th 
great kingdom of Florida ar in g n ral ry brav , trong and 
ski llful in shooting arrow " but xplain d th ir tal n a partiall 
a r ult of inh rent predi po ition : 

The children for in tance, when they are thr e y ar of a e 
and v n I s, in fact a soon as they ar able to walk, ar 
moved b th ir natural inclination and by th ight fwhat 
th ir par n do, to a k for bow and arrow . When denied 
these thin ,th Y th rn Iv mak th m f littl tick ... 
and with su h implem nts go unendingly in search of th 
di gu ting r ptil which th y run upon in their hou e ... 
. On account of uch continuou exerci and the on e­
quent habit the Indian have formed in hooting arrows, 
th yare killful and £ rociou in the art ... 27 

25 . ntl man of Elva , True Relation of the Hardships uffered by Governor Fernando 
de oto & Certain Portuguese Gentleman during the DiscoverJl of the Province of 
Florida, tran . and ed. Jame ' . Rob rts n 2 vol. (Deland, Fla., 1932-33), 2: 
25 -59, 312-13. 

26. Ibid. 
27. Book 2, hapt r 2, Gar ila 0, The Florida of the Inca, 234. 
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Bond reinfor in Europ an impr ion that native distin tions 
r ulted from th p uliaritie of the r gion , the passag pr lUO ,-

d th id a that through in tinctive practices, Indian a ttain d 
rti in martial abiliti ,e pertise tha t contribu ted t 

in battl and t th m apart from European in th 

r f, r nc to Indian 'ize were remar on 
m un b lU mbe r of de Soto' 'p d i-

ti n de crib d na tiv a "brown of kin ," providing no omm n-
tary a to th on ' In f th pigm ent to colo i ts. 30 

n oth r occasio xp diti on pondered th 1-

nifi an e f na ti e ' fa ial and bod color'. Relating a 0 tile 
m ting b t\.v n Florida Indian and Spaniards, Rodri 0 Rang 1 
11 t dhow th "'p dition 'am to another plain wh r the 
In Ii n ha tak n th po ition, ha in made a ery trong barri-

d and within it th r w re many Indian brave, painted r d and 
drat d with othe r colour which app ared very fin e (or r th r, 

r bad allea t it m ant harm to th hri tian ) ."31 Rangel cho 
to mpha iz r d ," which h beli d th Indian used to fri h t-
n th ir opp n n ts, de pite hi own dmi ion that the I dian 

decorated th m 1 e with multipl c lor .32 

2. For Eu ropean i wpo in ts o n a tive American a nd warfar , o lin 
a ll v a, PrJ.} Worlds for ll: Indian, Europeans, and the Remaking ul Early 
rnerica (BalLim r , Md ., 1997),92-11 4; Malija i ,' Refl ected Valu s," 4 1-42; 

Tan K. Ie I , Warpaths: Invasions of orllt America ( e \ York, ] 994) ,3-36, 1 1-
70. 

29. 'm n ts of Indi an "co lo r" and its meaning to 
Europ an colon i ts in o rth Ame ri ca can b found in Berkh fer, The While 
Man ' i ndian, 2, 6-37; \ inthrop D . J orda n , White Over Black: merican 

llitudes toward the egro 1550-1812 (Chape l Hill , .. , 196 ),90' Va ghan, 
Root of m.erican Racism, 11 , 22. r cent ana l is is a a il ab le in Ka lhl e n 1. 
Brown "ative 'n ri an and Earl 1 d rn on p of Ra e," in EmjJirp 
and Other: Briti. h EnCO'unter with Indigenous PpolJies, 1600-1850, d . Ma rli n 
Daunlo n and Ri k I-Ialp rn (Philad e lphia, 1999) , 79-100. 

O. Lu i H rnandez d e Bi dma, arrative of the areer of Hernando de ot in the 
Conqu.est of Florida, as Told by a Knight of Elvas in a Relation by Luy H ernandez de 
Biedma, Factor of the EX/Jedilion, u"a n . Buckingham m ith , ed . Ed\ I'd 
Boun , 2 vol . ( \ Yo rk, ] 922), 1: 66-67. 

1. "Th ffi ia l arrativ f the Expedilion of H rn ando to ," ] 60. 
2. For as m n o n how a live American kin 0 101' b am "R d " du ng lh 

lonial period - J a k D. Forbe , African and ative American: The 
Languagp of Ra.cP and the '/:"v olution of Black People (Chi cago , 19 ) , 239-6 ; 

a ne ho III ke r " H w India ns Got to be Red," American Historical ReviPru 
[02 (1997): 625-44; Vaughan , Roots of American Raci m,31. 
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In th o pinion of a t lea tone ch ronicl r of H rnando d 
o to 's travel , by th tim of the xp editi on 's dismal ending, th 

sum of th e e impr ion created in the Europeans' mind a nega­
tiv imag of th Florida' Indian. Garcilaso record d , "For in 
gen eral th p o ple are I ok d upon a imple folk with out rea-
on o r und rstanding who in bo th p ac and war differ very li ttl 

from beasts and accordingly could not do and say thing ... wor­
thy of m mo ry or prai . "33 The ob rvation e h oed th mes e n 
in the acco un ts of previou e pi r rand vinced th mounting 
frustration exhibited by Eu ropean in th Flo rida . 

While explore rs initi ated the con tru ction of In dian , mi ion-
a ri e played a role a well. In 1549, Fath r LUI anc r , a 
Do minican fri ar, a ttem p t d to ini tiate conver ion effor f 10 al 
nativ s on th pe ninsula's w stern coast. A tudent of th fam ou 
"Indian protector" Ba rtolo me de La Ca a , Can c r h o p d to 

h ri tianize th indige no us popul ation p r ior to wide pread 
u rop an olonization , and he approached th Flo rida ' indig -

nou peopl with optim ism , harbo ring littl ill wi ll toward th 
pot ntial converts. ntil the tim of hi death , h e dealt wi th th e 
nativ op nly and , h thou ht, n th ir term .34 

But a hi conv r ion attempt pro d d , Fath er ancer ' 
d scription of the Indian took o n a mor k pti al ton . 
Do ubting th mo tivation of newly hristianiz d na tiv along th 
gulf coa t, th e mis io na ry carri d out an exp rimen t to evalua te 
th eir tru inten tions: 

To ee if I was free to do so , if they wo uld le t me go to the 
launch [a hip off: hor ] , I wa car ful to t Il th m tha t I 
had more to give them and I was going back to g t it, 
although in fact I aIr ady h ad it in my sle v , but I had not 
wanted to give th em all of it inc I had in tended to do 
thi : I w nt, and came back, and fo und 0 many wh o wan t­
ed to embrace m th a t I could no t g t away from th em . 
Thi fri ndship and affection wa obviou I ba ed on wh at 
th y though t th y could get from u th an o n ours Iv , but 
in ce thi world i the rout t the oth r, and a w all 

33. Boo k 2, Chapte r 27, Ga r ilaso, The Florida of the Inca, 2: 157-5 . 
34. Hoffm a n, A nu Way to Andalucia, 100-10l. 

5. "T he Missio n of Fra LUIS Can I' to Florida as Told by Beleta , ] 49," in 
Quinn , ew American Wodd, 2: 192. 
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and ay that 10v i good de d and 
y hou1d 

r 

an nativ motive for fri nd hip and 
onv d oily on gr d. hri tianizati n fforts 

ntinu d th artifi ial co lor of Indian ad rnm nt prompt d fur-
ther omm nt from the pri t. Mt r gr ting an a mb1a of 

in 1549, h r mark d that, "I was g tting ov r d in th ir 
from all th embracin g that wa going on, a1th ugh I man-

. d to g t th wor t of it on my habit to 1 av lh 'kin 
unt u h d. ' % Ev n thouO'h he clearly rea1iz d th r d 01 ring to 
b rtificial and impermanent, ancer wa disturb d b th u of 
d tr n 1 tin ' it a a marker of Indian d vian in hi mind. 

an r' word had 1 ss impact on Spani h Floridian ima e of 
th Indian than did th nature of hi demi e . Wh n th native 
aptur d thr Europ an accompanying him , the pri t att mpt­
d to ne tiat th ir reI a e, apparently unsucce fu lly ince h 

wa kill d during th di u sion. ancer' fellow mi i nari 
\' rr1 d about th impa t of hi d ath on their own futur a tivi-
Li aro'uing that if th 'P dition r turned to Spain "with thi 
n w ... th [th pani h crown] wou ld conclude ... that all 
th d rved death , and d rv d having people conqu r 

uropean ' followed the pani h into th Florida. In 
hman Rene de Laudonniere ai l d to th Florida 

a ompani d b doz n of Protestan t fam ilie , their liv t ck, and 
tfa l ·ood. N ar th mouth of th t. John ' River, th group 

tabli h d a mall olon known a Fort Car lin . Big d b 
torm tarvation and Spaniard fr m the beginning, th outpo t 
tru gl d for UIvival. R maining und r Fr n h ontrol for I 

than two ar, th olony finally uccumbed to Spani h oldi r in 
I t 156 when mo t f th Fr nch ttl r were executed, earning 
th th nam "Matanzas" or "plac of laught r.".8 

t by probl malmo t immediate ly upon arri aI, Fr nch 
ttl r oon b an comparing th m el e to the Indian whom 

[bid . 
7. i' ion of Fra LUI ' Cane r to Florida a Told I y Be t la, 1 49," in 

uinn , ('1u i\mr>nrrzn World, 2: 194. 
8. Eu e ne on ," e ltle me nt a nd urv ival " in Gannon ed ., The e1/J History of 

Flo'nda. 40- 6. 
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th n ount r d. While expre sing admiration for the native' 
bray ry in battle, Laudonnier pro laimed, "they are gr at li ar 
and traitor. " Indian exual practice attracted specia l att ntion: 
nativ pri ts 'alway carry with th m a bag full of herb' and drugs 
to treat di ea -mainly yphili , for they love worn nand irl 
v ry much, whom th y all 'Daugh t r of the un' (Howev r om 
of th m ar homo ual ). "39 Ev n wh n native agr ed to h lp 
th French r pair damaged hou Fort arolin ettl r qu -
tione 1 th motiv of the native cording to Laud nni ' r ' 
a o unt, th nativ h adm n 

Pr po d to all th ir ubj ect that th y ha ten to build 
anoth r h u , p inting out to th m that th Fr nch were 
affe tionat fr i nd to th m, a wa obviou from th ifts 
and pre nts that th y had r iv d fr m them. The 
d clar d that h who did not work on it with all hi abi li ty 
would b r gard d a worthl s and as not having any­
thing good in him (which i a r putation the e barbarian 
fear above all oth er thing). That was the reason that ach 
of them b gan to work hard.4o 

While Frenchmen per eived the nativ a dupli itou , the al 
b lieved them to b ' p rt pil£ r r. Infuriated, Laudon ni ' re 
d lar d th Florida' Indian to b "th bigg t thieve in the 
world because they can teal with th ir fe law 11 as their hand ." 
And though th w m n appear d to b "not a thieving" as the 
men , female did "cov t ring and cho ker around th ir n ck ."4 1 

Much like paniard Father ancer almo l tw nty y ar pr viou , 
th Fr nch usp ct d that Indian motiv s for friend hip st mmed 
from s Ifi hint r ts and a preoccupation with acquiring material 
good. 

39. R n e de La udonn i - r , flistoire Notable de La Floride. A Foothold in Florida: tit" 1:.)1'­
Witness Account oj FOUT Voyages Made by the FTench to that Region and TheiT A ttempt 
at Colonization, 1562- 156 , tran . Sarah Law o n (Ea t Grinstead , N.Y. , 1992),7-
8. For ana lysis of uropean attitude toward ' naG e and gend r during Lh e 
o lo ni al pe riod , e inda L. turtz, " pani h Mos a nd prons:' uropea n 

Re pon s to Gend r nbiguity in th ' xplora tion and 01 ni za tion of 
oUlh-ea l rn orth Am e ri ca," evenleenlh enlwy 11 (1996): 125-40. 

40. Laudon n ic r , H isloire otable de La Flo'ride, 39. 
41. " py of a L tte r o llling from Florida, nt to Roe n a nd Lh e n to M. 

D 'Everon , Togeth r with th e Plan and Picture of the Fort Wh ich th Fre nch 
Build Ther , 1564," in Chari E. Be nn e tt, taudonniitre and Fort arolin" 
(Gainesvill , Fla. , 1964) , 67. 
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Laudonni ' r fo u d too on Indian clothing. H e c n Iud d 
that th mal "ar nak d cept for an animal kin covering th ir 
pri a t par . .. and th women have long strand of whit mo 
wrapp d ar und th m overing the ir breasts and pri at parts. "42 
Natur 1 cl thin - animal or vegeta tion-a sociated Indian with 
th na tural nvironment, leading to furth r pecula ti n on th 
na ti app a ranc. Laudonnie r obse rved how th Florida ' 
Indian \ e re" ry tall , h and om, and well proportion d wi thout 
an d formi ty . .. . Th ir hair i very black and grows down to th ir 
hip ; howe e r, the do it up in a way that is ery b coming to 
th m." Referrin g to on Indian coupl in parti cular , he marveled 
a t th ir e ti attrac ti n . The mal wa "on of th tall t and 
b l built men to b found anywh r ," and hi wife wa ndow d 
with ' Indian b au ty. '43 J an Ribault, a Fren h explor r and on­
t mp ra of Laudonnier , h Id comparable opinion , writing 
that th Indian were "all n ak d and of a goodl statur migh ty, 
fa ir , and a w 11 h ap n and proportioned of bodye as an p opl 
in 11 th world ."44 In an exoti c and di tinctly n on-Europ an 

n e Indian ' uld be i ually enti ing; but it was a beaut a 0 i-
a t d with th anticipa t d b au ty of the nviro nm nL Wh n 
na tives put "paint [on] their face much and put feather in their 
hair in order to appear fri ghtenin g," Europ an ' apprecia tion for 
n ti beau ty d i ipat d .4s Regardle of th ir pi nd r, thi 
unnatural app aran ignified the v r-pr nt thr at that native 
r pr nt d to Europ an id als and goal . 

Lik pani h pr d c or , members of the Laudonniere 
'p dition fail ed to und r tand Indians or th land . H oping to 

'ain mor know) dg , th Fren hm n ] t d two n ative to tak 
ba k t · urope . Initi al1 , th Indian "feeling more favo ur d than 
th oth r on id r d themselve very lucky to go," at lea t accord-
ing l the Europ an . H w r , 

The ail £ r thwith w re made r ady and wail d toward 
th big r iv r. But the two Indian , eeing tha t w were 
appar ntl no t goin to land and we re only fo llowin th e 

42. [bid . 
4. Laudonni - r , H islaire a/able de La Flaridr, . 
4 ·. J an Ribaull, The VVhale and True D iscovery oj T erra Florida, fae imi l r prod u -

Lion o f th .I 563 Engli h ed itio n (De land , Fla. , 1927), 69; Hoffm an , A ew 
n dalucia, 206-15. 

45. Laud nnie re, H isloiTe o/able de La Floride, 7, 57. 
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middle of the channel, began to get a little nervou . 
Regardle s of th cons quenc , th wanted to throw 
them elve into th e water. . .. However, realizing th ir 
int ntion , we kept an eye on th m and tried by very 
m an to please them, which wa imp ible. Although 
they wer pre ented with thing that th y priz highly, 
they disdained to take them and gav ba k rythin that 
they had b niven, thinking that such gifts put th m in 
[ our] d bt and that in giving them back they would b 
grant d th ir liberty.46 

149 

Unabl to ontrol th Indians' rratic beh avior, the Frenchm n 
gr w xa p rat d , v ntually allowing the n atives to go a hor . 
Th pi od off, ram taphor for European experience in the 
Florida . Mu h lik the land itself, Indian did not meet and 
would not adhere to ttl r expectation , d spite the re ource and 
attention expend d . 

He nce , re ntm nt ran high when Indians d manded materi­
al exchange or attempted to contr I the t rrn of int ra tion. 
Fr n h s ttl r at Fort Caroline, increa ingly d p rat for f, od, 
b arne dependent on native provisions for urvival. D ~ ct dover 
th ir ituation, m mber of the expedition r acted with anger 
wh n Indian d mand d valuable m rchandise in ex hang for 
food. 

They brought th ir fi h in th ir littl e boats to which our 
poor oldier were obliged to go and v ryoften (as I hay 
een) to ·trip off their own hirts to hav on fi h . If they 

at any time remon trat d with th avag for the exc ive 
pric the charged , those villains would an w r impru­
dently, "If you ' r fond of your mer handise, wh don t 
yo u eat it, and we'll eat our fi h! " Th Y then bur t out 
laughing and mad fun of us. At this, our oldi r , 10 ing 
patience, oft n f, It like tearing th m limb from limb and 
making them pay for their fooli h arrogance.47 

Ra ther than mourn th tru nvironm ntally-based origin of th ir 
tarvation , the coloni ts blamed Indian for their grim ircum-

46. Ibid ., 27-28. 
47 . Ibid ., 105-106. 
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h vi itor concurr d. In 1566, Nicolas Ie Chall u 
10 whom he e n oun te red a t F rt 

French comme n ta tor also e.J pI of kin olor in 
th ir d cription of th Florida ' Indian. Ribault belie ed them 
t b "of ta, n co llour;" Challeu " after mu h tudy of th Indian , 
a rt d that the had "a som what ruddy ompi ' ion;" 
L ud nni ' r d picted the Indians a hibiting a vari t of kin 
01 r .49 pon fir t arrivin on th p nin ula, he claim d , ' h 

Ii lured ... Mo t of th m are painted on th bod 
and n th arm and thigh in beautiful patt rns. The pi m n 
annot b re mov d b au the are pri ked into the fI e h . '50 Y t 

a l the r tim s Laudonni ' r contended that certain Indian "ar 
pa int d in bla k all ov r, in b autiful de ign ."5 1 By the m id-six­
t nth nlur , kin color, natural or artificial, had be om an 
un!TIi takabl marker distinguishing s ttl r from nativ in th 
Fl rida . 

Though th i ited the p ninsula in far £ w r numb r than 
th ir Europ an adv r ari during th ixt enth centu ry, ngli h 

' plorer did journ to the Florida on occa ion. In 1565, 
En Ii h ailor John parke recorded ob ervation on th r gi n 
whil ac ompanyi ng th plund r r J ohn Hawkins. 52 Like many 

4. "Di o u r dc I' hi Lo irc de la Flo ride, 1566, ' in Quinn , ew American World, 2: 
73. 

49. Riba ul t The Whole and True D iscOV( 1) of Terra Florida, 69 ; "Di co u rs de l' histo ire 
d la Fl r id , 15 6," in Quinn , ew mer-iean World, 2: 372-73. 

O. La udo nnicr , His/oire o/able de La FLoride, 7. 
5 1. " o P ' of a L Lte r o ming Fro m Florida, c nt to Ro uc n a nd T h n LO M. 

O'Eve r n , T gctl r with th e Pl a n and Pictu r of the Fort Which the Fre nch 
BuilL T h r ," in B nn tt, Laudonn.iere and Fort Caroline, 67. 

2. Ho ffm an A em Andalucia, 222. 
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Spaniards and Fr n hm n before him, park beli ved "those 
people of th cap of Florida ar of mor avag and fi rc natur , 
and more valiant than any of the re t." H xpre sed amazem nt 
over the Indian ' p n hant for painting th m lve , viewing with 
awe th m ticulou are they took in decorating: "Th y do not 
omit to paint th ir bodi al 0 with curious knots, or antlik work , 
a ev ry man in his own fanc d vi eth , which pain ting, to mak 
it continue th b tter, th y u with a thorn to prickl th ir fl h , 
and d nt in the am , wh r by th painting may ha b tt r hold ." 
Again , unnatural adornm nt ignified peril in th European mind; 
a parke onclud d , Indian ndur d tattooing "to mak th m-

Iv ·hew the more fierce ."5 
• ngli h and French account mirrored tho ·e of th Spanish in 

rm of Indian and the e nvironment of the Floridas, indi ating 
that the proce s of con tru ting nativ images tran cended nation­
a l and thnic boundari of Europ an. Images originating 
among th earlie t Europ an vi it r determined patt rn of 
futur differentiation. Preced nts tabli h d during the opening 
d cad of th ixteenth c ntury influ nc dint rcultural relation-
hips for two mor c nturi . 

o ingle individual e emp lifies the continuation f earli r 
idea mor than P dro M n ' nd z de vi les. Charged b th 

pani h crown to e ur th p nin ula for the empir in 1565, h 
ucc sfully orchestrated th campaign that d troy d Fort 

Carolin and th Fr n h pre ence. Like many Europ an before 
him , Men ' ndez de Avil ' h P d to profit from his fforts 
through mining, trade , and agricultur . Also lik man of hi 
predecessors, h fai l d . Though redited with tabli hing t. 

ugu tin , Menendez de Avil ' proved unabl to e ure th e 
re ion for Spain or attract Spanish ttl r. In t ad, he r p at­

dly engaged in battle with th region ' Indian. When he di ed 
in 1574, £ w of hi dream for him e lf r pain had b orne rea l­
ity in the Florida .54 

th e circum tanc unfold d , M n ' ndez de vi le formu­
lat d hi attitud toward local Indian. Tw year aft r arriving in 
the region a recentl appoin ted governor of th col n , he 

pr ed how "The Indian w r warlik , intractable , and want d 

'Jo hn parke 's Re po rt on Florida, 2 Jul , I 65," in Quinn , ew American 
World, 2: 365. 

54. Lyon ," e ttle m III and urvival," 43-59. 
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152 FLORIDA HI TORI AL Q UARTERLY 

n thing to d with th Chri tians ... [they] practi ce n o auste rity, 
but foHm wh rver their sensuali ty and bestial vice leads them ."5 
H ad ocat d s v r mea ures to ke p the Indian from rebelling 
again t Spani h colonizer , rea o ning tha t "if in fact a man does 
no t r i t, th yare uch great traito r , thieve and gr dy persons, 
tha t on cann o t easily live with th m ."56 As a result, Menendez de 

viI ' call d for tri t r pression of Indian di sent: "the onl way to 
make them keep th ir aar emen ts- and they are OTeat liars and 
traito r -is to rout the m o ut of their vi.1l age , burn their dwellings, 
ut down the ir plantings , se ize the ir canoes, and des troy their 

fi hwa s. h e n th ey realize they must do the Christians' bidding, 
o r abandon th land. " nlike previous Europeans, however , th 
g v rnor wa no t willin a to co-exist. If natives continued to b 

b tru tion , they were to be removed from the Florida , and in 
r r to ju tify thi tance , h e ch aracte rized past efforts to reform 
r improv the Indian a failur s. Ev n suppo edly mo re "c ivi-

liz d " Indian living within th panish se ttlemen ts exhibited n o 
b tt r behavior. "Th nativ s at St. Augustine and a t San Ma teo 

r v I tr ach rou and d c itful ," he wrote, "especially since th y 
~ ign fri nd hip with the h ri tian for their own imm diate nd . 
If th e ar no t giv n food , clothing, iron ax , and oth er pre en ts 
whe n th e come to th e fo r ts , they I ave in a gr a t rag , go on th 
warpa th, and kill any Chri ti an they encounter."57 

iO'na ling the en trenchment of earli r vi ews, the gove rn or 
b Ii v d tha t v n na tives who w re responsive to European effo r ts 
ultimat I failed to live up to European expectatio ns. At th e same 
tim , M n ' nd z d Avil ' did not think that all Indians acted in a 
like manner; ome did how promise for reform. Referrin g to 
Indian living north of Saint H elena, an island of p re ent-day 
So uth Caro lin a, the gOY rnor acknowledged how "th Indian give 

id n of good intelligence and are not as rustic o r savage as th e 
o ther. Thus they can boa t of es tablished customs. In onformi-

5. "Of th e Reaso ns Fu rnish d His Maj esty by Ped ro M ne ndez fo r no t Al lowing 
Flo rida lO Fa ll into the Ha nd of LUlhe ra n o r O th r Fore igner , ] 567," in 
Bartolo m ~ Ba rrie n tos, Ped ro M enendez de A vilis, Founder of Florida, trans. 
Antho n Ke rr igan (Caine vi II , Fla., ] 965) , 27-28 . 

56. "P d ro Me ne ndez' Le tte r to Philip lJ , Describing Fre nch in Flo rida and 
T he ir Rela lio nship to Lo a l Ind ian ' , 1 O cto b r, 1565," in Euge ne Lyon , 
Pedro M m endez. d f' Av iles ( e\ York, 1995), ] 65. 

57. "or the delan tado" De parture fro m C uale to an Mat 0 and l. ugustine , 
1 67," in Barri e n tos, Pf'dro Menendn. de Avilh , Fou ndeT of Florida, 107 . 
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ty with the ir idea of justice , th y puni h liar .' 58 Left unwritten wa 
a key component of his as sm ents: mor civilized Indians liv d in 
th trem north e rn hin terl and of th penin ula or (as een 
th r ugh the colonists ' per pective) did not inhabit the Flo rida at 
all . 

a tive appearance and its implicati on for uncivilized b hav­
ior ontinued to hape negative im ages of Indian amon g 
European . Men ~ ndez de vil es portrayed the na tiv to b w 11 
proportioned , "large of body ... slender , ver trong, and wift. "s9 
Su h pe rception Look o n greaLer meaning by th e 1560 . Tal of 
mi fortun and th eem ingly rela ted behavioral tran form a ti o n of 
co10ni tint na tiv circulated thro ughout the ettl emen ts. On 
account drib d how an ano nymous hipwreck survivor d ramat­
ically hang d aft r living onl), a hort time amo ng th e region ' 
Indian: 

I [the sailor] dressed myself in their [Indian ] fa hion and 
in every way adapted myse lf to th ir circum tan e . M 
a ppearan oon took th fo rm of a lovenly and idl 
Indian. I had no t clothes to cove r th prow or te rn. M 
oul wa lik m body-mi rabl and ugly and I wa 

aLw y r ady for the pleasure of vice . The Devil was my 
bro th r and I ho d my fo ndne for him by defending 
him o n all occa io n wh n I inn d for plea ur and 
beli v d the ways of evil to b mo t glo riou .60 

Refe rring Lo m aroon d Spaniard living a lo n g th e oa t , 
Me ne ndez de Avile ' co nfi rmed how "they all w n t abo ut naked , 
having become savages like th v ry Indian " they liv d among.5 1 

Barbari c conduct alo ng with deviant appearance equated to 
"Indian ." 

58. "Barto lo me Ba rrie n tos o n Ped ro M ne ndez' Su c sful ttac k o n th e Fre nch 
Co lony, 1565," in Q uinn , ew merican Wodd, 2: 458. 

59. Fo n Lan eda H rnando D' cala nte, Memoirf oj D 't.sra/rtnt f Fon taneda ResjJecling 
Florida. Written in Spain, About the Yea'r 1575, trans. Buckingham mith , ed . 
David O . Tru (Co ral ables, Fla ., 1944), L 1; "A Desc ription of the and of 
Florida ; It Fe n ilit ," in Barri e n tos, Pedro M enendez de v ilis, Founder oj Florida, 
24. 

60. J a me M. Covingto n a nd .F. Fal o ne ' , d. , Pirate, fndians, and IJnniards: 
Father};; {obedo 's "L a Florida " ( t. Pe Le r bu rg, Fla. , 1963) , 87. 

61. "Go nzalo o li d e Me ras o n th e chi eve me nts o f M ne nd z de Avil c in 
Flo rida," in Q uinn , New mencan World, 2: 479 . 
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Mt r almo ta d cad f di appointm nt, the governor decid­
d in 1 73 that th Indian w re " 0 bloodthir ty" th a t "war 

[ h uld] b made upon th m , a war of fire and blood. " He rea­
n d tha t it wa "fitting that tho Indian , becaus th y are 0 

icked and p 1 r ,and have perpetrated 0 many dea th and 
robberi es hould be gi n up nd old a t auction a lav ." 

ummari zing hi poin , M 11. ~ nd z d Avil ~ proclaim d tha t 
"r moving th m from th country and taking them to the neigh­
borin <Y islands, Cuba , Santo Domingo, [and] Puerto Rico" wo uld 
b in the best intere ts of th Spani h mpir in g n ral, and 
Florida colonists in parti cular. Fur th rmore , ince Lhe Indian 
"p r i ted in their evil way " and many of them were "infamous 
p opl odomi t s, [and] acrific r to the devil of many oul .. . 
it wo uld 0Tea tl e rve God Our Lord and your Maj ty if these arne 
\ r d ad. "62 

B the vente nth century, th Flo rida and th ir indigenous 
p pI had be orne inseparable in the Europ an-Floridian mind 
a di tinct entitie. In te rms of mat rial w alth or glory, th e land 
fail d t m t th e expecta tions of Spanish , Fr n ch , and Engli h 
immigrant . Similarl , Indian failed to live up to e ttler e pecta­
tion a ci iliz d human o r a beings capable of ass imilating to civ­
ilization. Bo th imp d d colonial d sign in the New World. In 
r po n o lonists con tru t d image of Indian to ra tionalize 
th ir mi fortune and d fin e their own identiLy. As colonization 
f£ r int 11. ified in ub quent decade , thi proc s took on 

additional fo rms and furth e r antagoniz d r la tion hip be tween 
indig nou and tran planted populations. 

62 . "T he d la ntado, Ped ro Mene ndez, Re po rts the Damages a nd Murd e r 
au ed by th Coa t In d ians of Flo rida, 1573-1574," in Colonial Records oj 

IJanish Florida: Letters and Rep011s oJ Govpmors and ecu iar Persons, Lran . and ed . 
J anett E. Co nnor (De la nd , Fla. , 1925) ,3 -36; "Ped ro Men e ndez de Avi les 
Provi de Deta il d Plan ' for th e Di po. a l of the Ensla ed Flo ri da Ind ian , 
1573," in Q uinn , ew American World, 2: 589-90. 
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