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Book Reviews 

ubject Matter: Technology, The Body, and Science on the Anglo­
American Frontier 1500-1676. By J oyce E. haplin. (Cambriel 
H arvard m r it Pre ,200l. iii , 411 pp. L1 t of tabl and 
fi ur ,ackn wI dgm nt , prol gu ,coda, notes, inde. 45 .00 

loth. ) 

haplin has written a book tha t goe w 11 be ond its titl e . 
, ubj ct" i a se t of compl int grat d topic that hav 

m mmon in the lite rature. Y t, a lmo t without e eption 
h r dfinition nd thu per p ctive on th e re lations am ong th m 
r fr h th di our tha t now prevail. he b gin ""ith r 1 ant 

o raphie h n pIa , and throughout peaks to raciali zation 
v ra l bodie - Indian and, ngli h , women and m n-tha t 

i d for the de ignation 'normal." H r "technologi " inc1ud 
u h ar a of human int r t a m di in (th ori , eli a e, and 

tr a tm nts) , w aponry, and agriculture . Sh blend th s topic' 
int glo on and procreation , fore and Ifl n ,god 
and fa ith -all int rat d with ts of g o-p hologie that he 

I an from unu 'ual juxtaposition and n 1 r ading of t 
om w II-known but man lo ng-ignor d b cholars . 

h a plin organi zes the sto ry into thr hronol gie , 
pproachin rr merica, 1500-1585, Invading merica, 1585-1660, and 
onquering Ame-rira, 1640-1676. C ntral to h r analysi is the em r-
n of Anglo-American "sup riorit " in th everal topical 

th m -technologi , b die, and i n e (material h g mon y). 
ngli h o lon ization b gan a t a po int wh n ' ngli h kn owl dg 

m d in£ rior to both con tin ntal and m rindian kn , 1 dge. 
Wat hing Eng li h popula tion increa e and native population 
el r a , th Engli h fin a lly arriv d a t fair rtaintie: their knowl-

d wa no longer inferior to a tholic knowledge (a th e ir 

[198] 
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Protcst ;1111 Cod ~l11d his prm'idcIHT 111 ;1(\(' clt-;Ir ): ;ll1d . ill poillied 

rel"en' llCT. Iheir hodics \)(,(";IIIH' supcrior t() Illdi~11l hodics. ( ' \CII 

thollgh hodies ollghl to IiI till' gcop h\'sic;tI \\'orld ill \\'hich thc\ ' 

\\ '('1'(, l"ollll(l. 

.-\ I"c\\' C:\ ;\I11P!cS sho \ thc gelHTdl dircctioll of( :ILlplill 's ~ 1I1 ~ 1" ­

SIS , II1<ii ;11l \\ 'C;q)oIIIY, \\'hidl ;It lirsl S(TIIICd (II 1e;lsI equ;tI ii ' II()t 
sllperi()r t() FIIglish lirC;lrlll s, 1)(,(,;II1H';1 \\,c;lk techllolo).!,y C()lllp;lred 

I() Iheir 0\\'11. SillliLlrly , IIHli j111 h()dies pro\'( 'd \\'c,lk , IH ' IHT olll ()r ' 
pLitT il1 ,\llIcric;1. Too de\'('\' \)\ ' h ;Il! . Illdi ;IIIS re;ld th e El1 glish del :' 

illilioll ()r till' I"clII;tlc i lS i l IIOII -CO lllhill ;lIl1 ;lIld tllrllcd gCllcit-r I() 

Illeir ;Hh-;\l1t;tgc , lISillg \\O IIH'1l ~ Is \\';mio rs . Sllch 1I1111,IIII)';tI pcdid\ 

pmu'd th(,ir d( ' \ 'ilish Il dlllrC , Th('ir child-IT,l rillg \\';IS 1IIIIIl1tll),;l1. 

llimill g 11;1l1Ir;t1I~ ' \\'c(lk 11\( ' 11 ilil o ;Irtilici;tlly liCIT(' \\';Irriors , \\ 'cr(, 

they hl'jlllt i htl "\\'cll -proport iOllcd" pcople: ( :()11l pletc" ilrt ili ci; tI , ;1 

resllll or \)ill(lillg 10 litc ho;ml. TIH'II , ;IS Ihc FIIglisit CllIpll;lsi/Cd 

il11J)I'O\'('I1H'llt ill kllo\\'ledgc illid II\(' prlldellt lise ()r r(,SOIIlTCS . lite 

Ch;lIICC ror Ih(' IllCldill .~ (" h~ ' hridit\") ()r Ihe 1\\'0 peoples hill 'd . 

hCCIllSC Illdi ;11l 11H't1W(\S ;lIHI IIHIi<IIl IwrspcCli\'('s \';Iitl('d \\'j\sl(' . 

I\lost tcllil1 g or ;tlL Illdi ;lIls prmcd 1I11 ;lhk to distillgllisll h('I\\'c(' I I 

IILllter ;llld spirit. Th c y thus prm'cd tIH 'IllSe"'('s irred(,(,lll;thl~ ' 

sllpcrslitiollS, illlcllcctll , tlh ' i'l c lp;lhle or 1IIIdnst(llHlill g Ihe ).!,TO\\'­

illg c()rplls 0[ ' Europe;111 sci(,lltific kll()\\'lcdge, \\ 'C;lk ill hod\'. \\ 'e<lk 

ill lIIilHI, lite\ ' \\'('re dO()ll)cd 10 thc 1l1;lrg ill.s ;Ill d cOlllillcd to (Lid;. 

Igll()r(\llcc . 

l 'si'lg litis illtcrprc[,lti\'(' rOClIS , (:\lilplill e:\pLlil1S tite grO\\'illg 

scp;lrillioll hel\\'('l'll th(' Ellglish ;lIld thc :\lIIcrill(\i;II1S, Etl g lish d c [:' 

illiliolls drifled t()\\ ';lrd Ihe illkriorily()rIIHli ;llls. dcspilc c()lltilllll'd 

hlriolls \\';11'[';\1(' , k;lrSOI1ll' COIlIllClS , ;lllcI shn'\\'(1 illtlT;IClioll h~ ' thl' 

Illdi(lll.s ;IIHI S()l1ll' English c()lolli;tls. III COlllpklllCl' \\'ilh ;1 gro\\'illg 

Sl'llse Ih,ll litc ,\IIHTilldi ;II1S \\'cre j\ people Olll ()[ ' pLlc(' ;llld till1< ', 

the hl)'!"lish silllp'" rcddillcd Ihcm ;IS ()bjecls r ;llhcr lililil 111I1ll ;lIl 

heillgs. ( :h ;lplill ' S trcl1 c h ;llll COl11llH' llt on tlie IIHli ;lIl ho\\' ;IS;I 

\\'C;IPOII c()lIld 1)(' applied t() thl' rllll r;llIg( ' or topics: "the Ellglisli 

Il'duced Illl' Illcli ; \I1 ho\\ 10 ;1 cold, dC;HI elhll()gr;lphic ;trtihcl. " Ih 
Ih7() ()r so , Ihe Vllglisli h ;ld rcdelilled Iheir IIHli ;11I Ilcig hhors ;IS 

c()ld , dl' ;lcI (,th'l()gr;tpl,i c ilCiliS Oil thc LtIHlsC lpl' . 

,\lthough ( :li ;lplill 'S h()ok \\'ill he illl()rt!l ;lli\'t' t() ~111~ ' 1,(,;H!cr 

\\'ho klw\\'s Ihe lield , it IIOllt'llH'lcss pn'sellts ;1 1<"\\' prohll'llls . . \1 

lillie,s. the I(':\t 11<'('ds ~I slcl'l\ cditor. It is di ,scllrsin ' ;llId I!lO\,( 'S 

Ihr()llgh the illtcrn'Llll'cI <jll ;tiili('s or 1IlIllllTOIIS lopics, SOllll'side­

lights III ig li I llil\'( ' \)('('11 t I'illlilled ;IIHI f()('lIScd , ,\Iso . SOil\( ' g lli(LtIl(,(, 
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200 F ORIDA HI TORI CAL Q UARTERLY 

\. uld hav b n useful , p ially in ection II wh re num rou 
di i i n of h r te , t by pac might hav b n b tter us d fo r top-
i al titl . El wh r uch titl rtainly would hav added to th 
1 rity f thought and th mov m nt of Chaplin ' arguments. 

Chaplin ' book imultan ou ly provide original in igh ts and a 
nth i of pr viou work. H r conclu ions will not surprise read-
r , but her integra tion of them from apparently di parate cultur­

al and intell ectual re ource t II a story that has not been to ld 
until now. R ader of this journal will find p cia lly intere ting 
her u e of wid sp r ad examples, pani h and French as we ll a 
Enuli h . Although some readers will no doubt object to her defi­
nition and 1I e of materials , th ey will find here a Geertzian "thi ck" 
and internally consistent description of multiple "discove rie ," 
an th r an I of vi ion on the "rights" of occupation and the 

m rgent uperiority of the English "race." In addition , haplin 
ituat h r argument within th g n e ral trend toward an Atlantic 

D u , and the re ult is a ucc ful book tha t jo tIe previous pe r­
on arl o lonization . 

Eldon Turn r niversity 0/ Florida 

Black Rice: The African Origins of Rice Cultivation in the Americas. By 
Judith A. arney. ( ambridg : Harvard niver ity Pr ,200l. 
xiv, 240 pp. Pr fac , introduction, note, reD renc , ind x. 
, 37.50 cloth. ) 

h olar int r ted in th e ori gin and impact of rice cu ltiva tion 
in w World lave ocie ti hould r ad Judith A. arn ' Black 
Rice. Thi tudye plore the history of ri cultivation and its dif­
fu i n acros lh tlanti c with an emphasis on "African agency." 

u sful1y ullin how West African slav d c ndants of 
th Baga Ba'inouk, Manjuk, Nalu , Balant and Diola transplant d 
n to th America, particularly to the outh arolina and 
Georgia 10wcountry. Trained as a geograph r, Carney relal s th 
"untold story of th African pr s nc and legacy in th Americas" 
through a cros - ultural and interdisciplinary per pective. Sh 
re lie on a variety of source including travel literature, scientific 

la ifi ati n ,arch ological r port , g ographical urv ys, and an 
abundanc of econdary stud ies. According to Carney, slaves not 

nl transplant d th ir knowledge of ric cultivation to th 
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, \I];llllic \\'orld . hut 111('\' ;dso hmllghl ;1 1I11iqllt' clIlturc \\' lI ich 

(\t-\('Iopcd ;IS ,I reslt!l 01 ' Clt!li\ ;llillg lile crop , 

\ ' ic\\,illg ri ce c lIllll re ,IS; I "S\'SI(, 11I ol'kl1l) \\I ('dge ," tll(' dllllior slIg­

ges\.s Ilut \\ '('st ,\l'ric ;lll S];I\t'S Imlll lile l ' pper C :uil1cl CO;lst ;IIHI Ih(' 

C:;Ij>(' \ '('nk IsLlIlds " tll tot'( 'd " p];II)((TS ill till' ll1()sl ('!'Iicit'llt III (' tll ­

ods 01' Clt!li\ ';llillg this hh()r- ill t( '11Sin' nop. TIllis. tllc h()ok IwgillS 

1)\' I'CcolIslrllclillg Ill(' Ilistoric;d rl' cord ;1I1(1 ('st,lhlisllillg lh;lt ricc 

clt!ti\ ',llioll c:>.:i ,'itt'C1 ill \ ';l r i()IIS p ;II'lS ol' ,-\l'ric ;1 prior t() EUrOpe;!ll COI1 -

LtC! . \\ 'IIt' 11 tIlt' ]>ortll gI ICS(' c:>.:p lorc(\ Illc :\l'ri c IIl c()lllill('llt ill Illc 

lil'lc(,llllI ct'lllllry. C ,II'I}(,\ (':>.:pLlil l S IILlt lilt' illcligt'IIOIIS pl'opl(' \\ '(' 1( ' 

,drc;ldy clIlti\ ',llillg ;llld (OIl SUlllill g' ricl' ;IS ,I dict ,lry st,lplc , Thc nop 

1'l.' 1ll;lilll' d illlport;lI11 t'n'll ,II 't( ' r i llili ,d l'I1COllI1I('l'S hct\\tT II 

LtlrOp( ,(1I 1S ,l lld : \I'ri cli l s l)('cIIIs( ' ,\l'ri c, 1I1 S];I\ 't'S brollglll rice \\ 'illl 

tl1( ' lll Oil lheir l'()rCUlllli g r , lli()1l ;1(TOSS the ;\tLIIlli c. (:;1I'I1(,\" S l'\'i ­

(\ell('(' ilHli c; lles tkll \\()!lH 'll phyed ;1 prim ;lry role ill Ihe lr,lllsl i ll '-

11I ;l lioll 01' riC( ' Clt!ti\';lt iOII 10 Ille :\lllni C IS, CO\(Tlh' lIidill g ri ce 

g rdill ,'i ill th eir IL li r \\ 'hile o tllns (1)(,111~ ' l11illecl ri ce , t1)()drd ,sLl\ 'c 

ships , ,\pp;m : llll y . SOIII( ' se ,1 C IPLlil1s lltili/t,cI ,\I'ri c,lll \\Olllt'll ' " 

hb()r sk ill s ()11 sLI \ 't , \'l's ... e!s. l ' pol1 ;IITi\'; t1 in thc ;\I1H'ri c IS , \\()IIH'II 

COlltillllt'd I() StT\(' ;IS till' prilll ;ll'\' ricc \\ 'orkcrs hl'C;llISC ()I ' Illcir 

" s() phi ,sliclt('(1 klJ()\\It'Clgc " 01' soil I(: rtilil~ ' ;lIld 111 ;lslery DI' Ill illi ll g 

ritT \\'illlolll crllshillg or hn '; lkillg tilt' gr;li ll. \];d(' SLlH'S \\'110 Illilkd 

rice offered " lIi g llcl ' I(,H ' ls ()I'bmk('n ric(' " " 'II iel I led pLIIII(TS t() reh 

Oil til(' \\'()rk 01' kl11; t1C S];I\'( 'S \\'ho \\'tTe skilled ;It tIll' n ;II't. 

III ;l(lditi()ll. (:;1111('\ sk illl'ulh ' disc usses the ,\l'ri c; lll klll ,t1( ' mk 
ill rice Clt!ti\" lli o ll. IILlkillg I1H ' g(, ll(\t-r CO IllPOIl('111 h c r g rt ', lt cs l 

cOlltrihlllioll to till' lilCl ,lllllT , (:;lI'Il('\' Illun's he~ 'olHI silliply St;l l illg 

tll ;l t \\'01 I l('lI \\t'\'(' (,(,IIILt! to 111(' \\'()rkf'oIT(' In' cLthor;llill g Oi l llll' 

spccili c re ,lSO ll S \\II~ ' tll( 'ir \\'ork "',IS SO illlport;1I1t I() ri cl' ntlli"lli () 11. 

SlIc offel'.s ,I I1lu\'()lI g ll ;111 ; t1 ys is ol'skill , e:>.:p ;IIHlill g tilt, \\',1\' ()Il( ' \ 'i('\\'s 

speci ;d t;tI('lIts ;llllullg S];I\( ' LlholTrs. :\ side 1'1'0111 tll('s( ' strt ' ll gt hs . 

IIm\'t 'HT, lilllit ed prilll ;lry sourn' l' \ 'idell Ct' d t'tLIClS {r()11l lIer ()\('I'­

;tli ;lrg llllll'llt. For C:>.: ;llIlpk , Lmlt'\' dol'S 11 01 prl'sellt e1lollgl1 d ;It;1 

I() SIIPP()rt Ihe IlOtiol1 III;(t :\l'ri c; lll sLI\('s " llll ort'd" tllt' ir ()\\ 'Ilt'l''' ill 

ricl' Cldli\(llioll. ,\Ith ollg ll Ihis (I r g ll lllt'llt ck~lr l y ilHliC:lll'S " , \{'ri c,lll 

dgt'IIC\'," it 111 ;1\' 1)(' difli l ltlt {'or IT;ld t'rs t() illl;t g illt' SL1 \ 'CS SC lyill g dS 

" tllt()rs" to the illSll'llllH' llt o{' th(,ir opprl'ssioll , ('\CII if ' llIt' rt'Llti o ll ­

ship hel\\'('('11 I1ldsl(T ;I IHI sh\t, i l l\()hT d IH'goti ;ltiol l. R(, ;ldlTs 

mi g llt \\ 'OIH\cr \\'It;lt pl ;IIII,lti()11 records ;IIHI sLt\t ' IUIT,lti\t's IT \(' ; t\ 

"h()lll ri ce ettlli';\li()ll ; ( :;II'Ill'Y e\: pLlills tll ,11 IILIIly (){' Ihest' S()IIITt'S 

prest'llt histori c; t1 hi;lses or P;IIt'rtl;t\isti c \'ie\\'s , F:>.:I(lllt prilll ,\IY d ;t I ;1 
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02 F LORID HI TORI AL Q RTERLY 

ma n t b available to fu lly deve lop th e idea pre ented in Black 
Rice, ,. hi h i not the fau lt of the author. 

Black Rice fit into a historiographical di cussion abo ut African 
ntribution to ri ultiva tion in colonial America ini tia ted b 

P trW d in 1974 with the publi a tion of Black Majority. 
th ugh W od ' work ov rlook d the rol e of wom n a rn y 

I a rl utlin th ignifican of gend r to the developm nt and 
n aint nan of ri ulture in the tlantiWorld. H er book i 
a l om pI m n tary t the mor r cent works of Ira Berli n and 
Phillip Morgan , parti ul a rly a it r lat to di ussions of the ta k 

Carney argu that ta king nabl d African slave and 
ndan t ntinu traditi nal m thods of cultivation 

thr uo-h th ir lab ron provi ion ground . Black Rice i well writt n 
and an w r diffi ult qu tion about hi toriographical topic with 

hi h holar ha g rappl d for m r than three decad . It i an 
11 nt our e for tho int r t din ro -di iplin d approach­

t und r tanding th development of the tlantic World. 

Daina L. Ram Michigan State Univer. ity 

Navigating Failure: Bankruptcy and Commercial Society in Antebellum 
America. B Edward J. Balleisen. ( hapel Hill : niv r it of 
N rth arolina Pr , 200 l. xv, 322 pp. knowl dgm n ' , 
n t on r ar h method , notes, bibliography, in de 49.95 
loth , 18.95 pap r.) 

In anteb 1l um Am ri a, bankrupt y po d an ambiguou 
e i de Tocquevi lle a e edJack onian Demo ra , h 

pr d amaz m nt a t the tol ran rendered bankrupts by go -
rnm nt ffi ial and th g neral public. In thi r gard, mpared 

t all o th r mmer ia} people throughout the world, Am ri an 
w r - uniqu . Y t during th d cad s b for the Civil War, publi 

uthoriti , busine ' people, re ligiou leaders , fiction writ r , and 
journali t comn ntator debated the moral and economic cffi acy 

f bankrupt a a rm d for comm rcial fai lur. Edward J. 
B II i n imp nanl tud expla in th ocio-in titutional and cul­
tural dim nSlo n of bankruptcy in th antebellum nited tates, 
a nd h w it hap d th evolu tion of Am rl an api talism. 

Ball in fo u on th op ration of the federal Ban krupt y 
t of 184l. lthough the Con titution of 1787 authorized nation-
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BOOK REvIEW 203 

al bankruptcy I gi lation, Congr x rci d th power on ly twi 
before the Civil War, nacting m a ur in 1800 and in 1841. 
Neither law r main d in force for mor than e ight n month. 
hort-liv d Whig congr ional majority passed the latt r law 

amidst the con mi di 10 ation of 1839-1 43, the wor t depre -
ion of the American nation 's first entury. Over 33,000 individu­

al took advantag of the ct, roughly one in eight of all fr adult 
American. Drawing primarily from th bankruptcy records of the 
federal court jurisdiction of South rn N w York, Ball i en ha 
ompiled data on over five hundr d p tition r und r th law. 

The depth of this vid nce is extraordinary; what Balleisen has 
done with it i equally impressive. 

In considerable detail Balleisen dey lop ocia] and onomi 
profil of hundr d of bankrupts. He locates th se m n ' and 
(nine) worn n' flu tuating fortune within the cultural discour 
of mini ters, fiction writer, public official, and reform r -a w 11 
a the institutional proce ses of law admini tration-ov r much of 
the antebellum period. Balleisen shap s his material to th inner 
contours of th capitali t mark t r volution which tran formed 
America between 1815 and the Civil War. He thus follow th 
p opl from th ir initial ncounter with th ri k and opportuni­
tie local markets and communiti pr nt daft r the 1819 rece -
ion and during the 1 20s and thirties, until they wer ov rtaken 

by the panics of 1837 and 1839 and th nsuing depression. The 
concluding third of the book then con ider the succ s rate, 
b tween the mid-1840s and 1870s, of many who r ort d to th 
fre h start th 1841 law offered. 

The imag of capitali t mark t economy em rging from 
Ballei en' richly-te tured narrative i balanced. By the 1 30 , the 
limit d commercial and pre-industrial, agricultural conomy cen­
tered on mod t-siz d local communiti and hou ehold produ -
tion, which had characterized th nation' initial decad , wa 
clearly giving way to a mor market-ori nt d ntrepreneurialord r 
in which mall-s ale farm, artisan, and m rcantile producers w r 
preval n t. W al thy capitali t finan ier (upport d by th ir 
lawy r) and big lave-holding plant rs cl arly pos ed market 
power and influenc ,but they wer not dominant. Similar! tran­
portation, banking, and manufacturing corporation op rated 
within political con traints impo d by peciallegi lativ gran . All 
put, the mo t marginal and i olated farmers, herd men, or artisans, 
moreover, wer ubj ct to ri ks and opportuniti circum ribed by 
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204 FLORIO HISTORIC L Q U RTERLY 

a p IVa ive depend nc Ip n credit. Mcll1 cholar ha anal z d 
how fundam ntal , a th cr dit y t m to th middl - lass 0 ia] 

rd rand onomi opportunity wh ich on titut d the ant b -lIum 
Am ri an wa of li£ . Th stem fo t red relativ ly a y ntry inL 
and xit from innUlTI rabl mall and m dium- ize und rtakin 
within growing r -i nal an I national mark 

Bett r than an n b for , howe er, Balleisen demon t.rate 
th i nifi an of familial and other do e per onal n tworks to th 
po t-failure recovery and long-t rm p r i ' L n of th ind p d n t 
pr pri tor who own d tll e nt -rpri . . v n 0, of tho e bank­
rupts who fortun Ballei n trac into lat r d cade - p iall 
th having b en " av d" by a sociati nal r lati n hip -r ughl 
4 percent a hi d " u ce ful" market ind p nd n durin th 
r t of their a tive bu in Ii e. Throughout the sam p riod 
anoth r 15 p rcent maintain d a pre ari u autonomy. Ab ut 40 
p rcent 10 t altog th r th ir propri tary ind p nd n ,joinin th 
gr wing rank ofth fr -labor, w g - arning da ,or th whit - l­
Iar, alari d , middl da 

ccompanying the 
mark t r ality for man ri an , wad a r d fin d cu ltural di -

In r a in 1 , b the ivil War, a ording to Ball i n 
alt rin the cultural m anin r of "republican independ n 
r t d not on the r pon ibiliti of If- mploym nt, but n fr -
d m from b th th er form f ubservience and th 
degrading pr cariou ne f irretri vabl ind bL dn ." Ball i n 

n Iud s with th ugg ti n that th po tb lIurn outcom f thi 
ocial-da , mark t, nd cultu ral tran formation hap d 

Am ri ans' n mor wr nc ing confr ntation with th lat -nin -
leenLh indu trial conomyan the ri e ( [big bu ine . 

on . Fr r niver. ity of Alabama, Tuscaloosa 

An Hono'rable Defeat: The Last Days of the Confederate Government. 
William . Davi. (N w York: Harc urt, In ., 2001. iv, 496 pp. 

knowledam n , introduction, nt', bibli graph, ind ~ . 
30.00 hard 0 r.) 

William . Davi pr a d tail d, intriguin , an 
rno t! convin ing ac 0 nt of what h haract riz a "r aU t 
I t batt! of th ivil War. ' He describ a bloodl ss, y t rnigh ty 
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struggle fought out over the last four month of th war b tw n 
Confederate Pr identJefferson Davis, and the man who s rved in 
hi cabinet a S cr tary f War, Kentuckian John . Breckinridge. 
Th i u dividing th two Southern rs wa th mann r and char­
acter of the Confederacy's inevitable demi e . 

President Davis refu ed to acknowledge that inevitability, and 
believ d a w 11 that a partan-like effort, until eith r victory or 
d ath wa achi ed, wa the onl honorabl cour e for th outh. 
Breckinridge, equally as concerned a was Davi with honorabl 
conduct and outcome, believed that a surrend r with dignity wa 
not only politically pr ferable to Davi 's vision, it wa th only way 
to avoid a d g n ration of the southern cau e into "farc ,"which 
would rob the outh of its last v tig of honor. 

Davis i eminently qualifi d to paint thi pictur of th 
Con£ d rat government's last day. prolific Civil War scholar, 
h ha writt n dozen of book and articles on th ubject, 
in hIding biographie of Davi and Breckinridg . Hi portrait of 
th e two antagonists re t upon a thorough knowledge of all th 
avai lable source, as hi endnotes and bibliography attest. 
Breckinridg dominat the narrati e. Mexican War v t ran, 
U .. vic -pr id nt at thirty-five , pr idential candidat at thirty­
nine, Kentu ky enator, and finally a refug e fleeing to the 
Confederacy to avoid rtain arr t by union authoritie , Major­
General Breckinridge accepted J ef£ rson Davis 's call to h ad the 
War D partm nt arly in 1865. H was "a pow rful man of th 
ort n ver before een in th abin t." Br kin ridge immediate-

ly brough t h r tofor unknown efficiency to th War 
D partment, but he al 0 began gathering information from th 
commander in the field that quickly convinced him the war 
ffort wa hop Ie . He determined as well that Pre id nt Davis 

would reject any negotiations ba ed upon r union and emanci­
pation, and s med fi d upon continuing to fight, ven to th 
point of gueri lla bands struggling on in the outhern hills . As 
Br ckinridge aid whil add r ssing a group of Confederat s na­
tor , uch a policy would result only in the onfederacy being 
"captured in fra m nt ," with i oldi r "di band [in ] lik ban­
ditti." The cretary of War wanted a urr nd r that would 
"maintain th dignity of our cau e, and secur th re pect of our 

nemie , and the best t rms for our oldier. " He concluded, 
"Th i ha b n a magnific nt pi , in God ' nam I t it not t r­
minat in a farce ." From Richmond, Breckinridg worked 
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th rough F bruary and Mar h to a hi a " t ady a umul ti n 
of p r ua ion " from gOY r ment official and commander in 
th fi eld to alt r the Pr id 'nt' mind. Ye t Davis , proud, vain, 
and incapabl of ac pting pini n ontrary t hi own uld 
not b wa d. "If r a man thri d on wi hful thinking it w 
Pre id ntJ ffer on Davis," as erts th a thor. Davis ontinu d to 
b lie i t ry ould b a hi v d e en after being for d t aban­
don Ri hmond, and up n learning f L urr nd r. From 
Dan ill Viro-inia, Da i i ued a all to hi ountrym n to COI1-
tinu the truggle, whi h was in the author' judgrn nt a "pr -

ription for th ort of f r ical nd t the ir epic Br ckinrid 
warn d again t w k b :[ r ." Vivid exampl of that "far i al 

n d" app ar in thi n rra tive a civi lian looting and military 
br akdown in rea ed during the la t day of the onE d racy. 

Davi and Br k nridg tra el d outh , th ya h pur u d 
th ir parate ag nda. Davi cont mplat d escape to th Tra -
Mi i sippi wh r he ima 'ined h could join the fore s und r 

n r I Kirb mith and 0 tinu th war. Br ckinrid . , m an­
n eral Willi m h rman att mptin to n g tiat 

a ' onfed rat Recon tru tion' that uth rn tate 0- v rnm n 
would carry ou t. 

Thi narrativ mov a t tim a t a pa ov rly low, th Sight 
oft n drib d literall m al b mal. Mt r Da i ' 
Irwin ill ria, in M y 1 65 the ub qu nt a ount 
Br kinridg', and al 0 B njamin ' , e cap through FI rida 
brim with adv nture of n ount r with thi ve , pira t , uni n 
patrol a w 11 .: th h at an mo quiroe of th r i n. Willia 

. Da is r a les a vivid imag~ of th . environ of mid-nin eteen th-
ntury Florida a th r fug w nd d th ir parat way from 

th orgia b rd r throug central Florida, Lo the oa 't, a d 
e ntuall to uba a nd finall En land wh r B nj am in 
r main d. Br kinrid r turn d fir t to an ada, and th n 
home to K ntu ky aft r Andr w John on' Chri tma 186 
amn ty. 

Davi ha rafted a fa cinatin tory of fli ht, aptur , a d 
ap , built around hi theme f Lw h norabl , trong-will d 

onE derate I ad r in co fl ic t. Hi thesis i convin ing, and hi 
t ry of thi "la t battl " f th ivil "Var will find an audien 

am ng p iali ts, gen eral r aders, and ,-tud n of Florida hi tory. 

Hut hJohn on Gordon College 
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Intimate Strategies of the Civil. War: Military Commanders and 
Their Wives. Edit d by arol K. Bles rand Le ley J. Gordon 
(Oxford: Oxford Univ rs ity Pr ,200l. x iii , 292 pp. 
Acknowl dgments, editors' introduction, notes, authors' biog­
raphies. $30.00 cloth.) 

In pr paring thi vo lume, ditors Carol Bleser and Lesley 
Gordon aim d to illuminate "broader is ues of war and marriage 
including th impa t of th ivil War on traditional g nd r rol , 
private and public identity, and the balance of pow r within the 
re lationship." As we ll , they sought to how how "marital re lation­
ships ... shaped politic , m ili tary deci ion ." To accompli h th ir 
aim, the editor invit d holar familiar with particular Civi l War 
lead r , or their wive, to writ dual biographies, giving qual 
weight to each pou e. 

The articl in Intimate trategie are extr mely rich in pr ent­
ing th e vari ty and compl xiti s of mid-nineteenth-c ntury mar­
riages . The author pre ent a range of couple, none of which 
fullye emplified the Victorian ideal of active men and ubmi ive 
wiv . Th d tail d xaminations are the strength of this book. 

A few of the wives in thi tudy, despite their hu band' military 
po itions, provid d th onomic tability and busin en e in 
th e relation ship. Peter armichael hows that Lizinka Ew 11 wa 
not only th tronger partner but the b tter bu ine manager. 
Her attempts to select members of her husband 's staff during the 
war, howev r, led to a wide pread perception that he wor th 
pants, and probably hurt Richard Ew 11 ' ar er. arah Wiggins 
similarly sh ow in the Gorga marriage a wife who learned inde­
pend nce during th war, which I d to a renewed relationship 
afterward in which the couple cam to participate jointly in busi-
n nd avor. 

More women r mained b hind th cen , but u d th ir 
o ial conn ctions and p ronal kills to aid their husbands ' mili­

tary are rs. This wa p cially tru £ r women from promin nt 
politi a l families, uch a Ellen Sh rman, from the Ewing family; 
J es ie Benton Fr ' mont, who had larg ly b n rai d in Washington 
among the political lit; and Elizabeth Blair Lee, wh ose husband 
Phillip found himself living in town with his pow rful fath r-in-law 
Preston Blair. John Mar zal k cl a rly shows how the Ewing got 
W.T. Sherman a commi ion in 1 61, and th n an invalid post 
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aft r h fai l d at hi fir t om and, although th author ov r tat 
th uppo d siblin relation hip b tw n th pair (h wa a ward 
in th Ewing hou hold rat er than an adopt d ·on) . Pam la 
Herr and Virginia Laas r p cti I, plac th Fr'mon an d th 
Phillip Le within their f: milial and political ont x ,and in li-
a t that without two int Hi nt and ambitious wive , th hu and 

'i ould n t ha had th ar cr th y did. 
related talent of r I of th wiv la in th ir manipulat-

ing th wartime and po t-war r ord, turning th ir hu band int 
h ro " arah Gardn r rev al Mary Anna J ackson working to 
mak ton wall J a k on a n whil h Ii d and th n 
b oming th "Widow of t e ont 

a all Pi k tt, ar u e Le I y Gordo , pr 
or a a tragi h ro b tray d a t tty burg. And Elizab th 

u L r, whom hid y L cki how to hay b n ad pt at cial 
and politi al manipulation, built n her hu band ou iz d If­
pr s ntation t r at a h roi myth that lasted nearly a cen tury. 

uch int re tin oupl S ould m ake th r ader wond r if 
'dom tic id ology" ever i t d in Victorian Am ri a . But th 

a t tify tha t worn n had to work with feminine wil s or b p r­
ei d a harridan , wa Lizinka well. In addition , many of th 
oupl fully ac p ted p ra te ph r s. Ell n h rman a'" h r 

rol a nurturing both hi ldren and hu band. ton wall J ack on 
wrot to hi wife that wh n h thought of h r, h thou ht of hom . 

h marriag of the Robert E. L es and th Davi k pt t pa-
ra t ph r , a Emo Thoma and Carol Ble r indi at 
although Ble e r ugg ts that within th dom ti ph r , Varina 
Davi play d an importan t r Ie e pecially during her husband's 
man illn s e .John imon pre n ts th Grants a a loving upl 
with parat duti but h lpin h th r with mutual r p 

r ating a r lation hip tha t in some w s inte rtwin d th e publi 
and pri ate. And J nni£ r lith att ts in h r tud of Fanni and 
Lawr nc hamb rlain that a wit could even pro t t h r hus­
band ab nee at war Fan ni wrot h r hu band in 1 2 that" ou 
ough t to b at you r own h m ." 

Intimate trategie is , ho ever, Ie u ce ful at howing th 
per nal af£ tin th p li tical r milita . Uly rant and W.T. 

h rman w r b tter ge neral b au e of th ir wiv ' upport; and 
a num b r of th hu band might not ha e h ld quit 0 hi h a 
rank without th ir wive ' intervention. But military hi torians ha 
tudi d individual commander ince the ivil War nd d and 
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hav r cognized that patronage too fr gu ntly placed or r mov d 
th m from leader hip. Nor is it true that these e lite coupl ,,, mo­
tions were typical of all Civil War coupl s." Few military wives had 
the social position to maneuver th ir hu band into high r rank; 
few hu band had th rank to mak significant military d i ion 
with or without pou al hlp, or even to nable wiv to join them 
at camp. 

The volum i, th n, xce llent as a tudy of elite couple in 
Vi torian Am rica and particularly during the Civil War. u h , 
it add to a par e literatur and should be welcomed by a variety 
of cholars. A gr at d al more work r main to be done, however, 
b fore military hi tory i written ucce sfully with a gender dim n­
sian. 

Carole Elizab th dam University of Central Florida 

The Union That Shaped the Confederacy: Robert Toombs and Alexander 
H. Stephens. By Wilham C. Davi (Lawr nc : Univ rsity Pre of 
Kan a , 2001. xi, 2 4 pp. Preface, not , index. $29.95 loth.) 

In hi late t book, \t"illiam . Davi doe a masterful job of 
r counting th lit long fri nd hip b tw n Rob rt Toomb and 
AI xander H. tephen. It was a friend hip of th ages, on wh re 
the two forged a truly ymbiotic bond which proved unbr akabl 
v n in death. 

Toombs, well-to-do, tall and ruggedly built, pass ssed areat 
charisma and a k en int II ct, but suffered from a lack of If-di­
ciplin and a vol ani t mper made much war by an addiction 
to hyperbole. tephens, two years young r than Toomb and born 
into poverty, truggl d with ill h ealth all of hi days. Only fiv and 
a half feet tall and n ver weighing more than a hundr d pounds, 
Stephens label d him If a "half fini h d thing. " Despite his phy -
ical infirmiti , "Littl Ai ck," as Toomb called him, po s s d a 
fir t-rate mind. If plagu d by bouts of melancholia and a 
Napol onic campI x (h referred to hi political oppon nts a 
"big bug "), it ldom pr nt d St ph n from cogently, and m t 
tim s ucce fully , arguing his point. Whil Toombs suppli d the 
nergy, Stephens provid d the focu . 

Notwithstanding th ir diff, renc, v ral factors brought 
Toomb and St phen together and thus allowed them to not only 
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b orne fast friend , but staunch politi al a11i a w 11. B th w r 
lawyer from Georgia, and b th align d th m Iv s with th Whig 
Part. I ct d to Can r , T omb and St ph ns bent all of th ir 

nd vor toward th d fe se of ou th rn righ ,y t th . al 
r main d ommitt d to the pre ervati n of th nion and th 

irit of a ammo dation that h Id the c untry intact. Both hole­
hart dl upport d the ompromise ( f 1 50, trove to pas th 
Ka n as-N bra ka Act in 1 54, and ve endor d th not ri 

compton n titution of 1 57. B thi tim ,th pair hadj in d 
the D mocrati Party in outhern 'Nhig enjoy d £ w option 
aft r 1852, although Toomb and t ph n tri d to form a n w 
politi al party from the wrec age of Whig ry. Toomb be am a 
D mo rat b au of th part ' ag nda to d £ nd lavery and t 

to its pr ad whil t ph n w nt ver to hi old fa aft r hi 
public cond mnation of th r p llant Arneri an Party. Th tw 

n b gan to a rt a gr at d al of auth rity within th rank f 
th D mocra y. G orgia c rri d gre t political weight i th 
outh, and Toombs and tephens often 'pok [, r th ir tat . 

ion loomed in 1 60, the fri nd exp ri n ed on of th [, w 
br k in th ir r lation hip. Aft r th walkout from th 
Democratic national onv n . on in harIe ton, Tomb urg d th 

outh to 1 av th Union w il t ph n hop d for anoth r c­
ti nal r can iliation. 

The rift wa oon mended, for with i n fa t b min a 
r alit in Montg m ry in arl 1861 , both Toomb and t ph n 
pu hed for imm diat action on th part of th outh to fa hi n a 
n w government. How v r , the pair' earl enthu ia m for th 
fl dgling Cant d rat tate of America soon waned . T m 
qui kl w ari d of s rving a th fir t cr tary of Stat and then 
hafed as a general in Lh m of orth rn Virginia, that 

th lat autumn of 1862, h h d r turn d to the lit of a pri at it-
izen. Whil t ph n wa th primary uth r of th on£ cl rat 

on titution , he did littl wi th the power of the vice-pr j I n y, 
th p ition hi call a u b stowed upon him. It was n t hi 
choice to uff, r hi office a uperfluous, that wa J f-£ r on Davi. ' 
mi tak to mak , but n a th pr i nt ignored Stephens, th 
vic -pr ident willingl r rna ed himself from the parliam ntarian 

nt ts in th on£ drat Congr s ' th war pro r s d , 
t ph ns ab ented him 'elf more and more from Ri hmond. 

h qu tion that aris from thi i just how much Tomb 
and tephens directed the course of t e on£ d racy during th 

13

Society: Book Reviews

Published by STARS, 2002



BOOK REVIEWS 211 

war? That th y both harbor d th de pe t antipathy toward Davis 
is abundantly cl ar, v n to the point of und rmining th our 
of th outhern war effort with their criticisms public and private. 
Howe er, once the fighting started, military matt r overtook polit­
ical machination. P rhap Toomb' brilliant and t adfa t 
defense of Rohrbach Bridge at the Battle of Antietam did mor 
than any of the pair' accompli hment to pres rv th 

on£' deracy. Th G orgian' tand aved the Army of Northern 
Virginia, whi h rved a a much greater bulwark for South rn 
indep ndence than any blustery pronouncement delivered by 
Toombs or any political cienc theory po ited by Stephen. 

Davis's work makes for a fin addition to th cholar hip on 
antebellum politi s and the American Civil War. Hi r arch is 
impec abl and hi writing tyle i emotionally powerful. Davi i 
a up rior biographer, as h bring Robert Toomb and AI ander 
H. t phen to lit for th reader. If the book' title and a portion 
of its the i fall hort of the mark, it in no way dimini h th over­
all merit of The Union That Shaped the Confederacy!. 

yril M. Lagvan c East Carolina University 

The Shaping of Southern Culture: Honor, Grace, a'nd War, 1760s-1880s. 
By Bertram Wyatt-Brown. ( hape! Hill: University of North 
Carolina Pre ,2001. xix, 412 pp. Prefac, app ndix, not , 
a knowl dgments, index. $55.00 cloth.) 

hi book of ay, om of th m publi h d arlier, trace the 
spirit, convictions, and public af£ ctation of uthern m n from 
the optimi tic tim of growth b for and after the American 
Revolution through the long m lancholy period of remor e and 
r action after the humiliation in 1 65. Profe or Wyatt-Br wn dis­
cu se ideas of honor and caus f sham among male lave in 
his fir t chapt r, and writ throughout about the expectations of 
outhern white women as a clue to ma culin pride and resolve; 

but h c nt rs, with "no apology," on white men, the arbit r of 
outh rn civic life. His main conc rn is th ivic honor of com­

munity leader, m aning both th ir p ronal and familial prid 
and th ir public reputations-that i ,community tanding ba ed 
on the abili ty to control and prot tint rior d p nd nts (women 
and slaves, or aft r th ivil War, black worker) and to pas on 
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influ nce and tatus to lh ir lients and son. The fir t part f th 
book look at the cod of ho or and its relation hip to politic , th 

ond at th t n ion in wh it ci ty cau d by th ri f van-
Ii al r ligi n, and th third at th f£ of ivilWar and 

R con truction on the outhem male p y he. hroughout, th 
author tr th rol of political and r ligiou rh toric and f 
har d ritual in haping uth rn cultur . 

The cond ay, "R "volutionary Rhetori ," relat w ys in 
whi h th ir ommon "10 of honor nd £ ar of ham " unit d 
north rn and outh rn col ni "in common antipathy toward 
Briti h ov rlord " in th ] 770s and 1780s. But thi unity di d in 
th ear aft r th R olution as the north rn tat adopt d 
, vang lical and comm rial" prin ipl and uth rn r " n­
tinued to admire the Revolutionary rh toric with its primal over­
t n that glorifi d a cripti n of power and race ." "Andr w 
Ja k n' H nor," a fr h look at wa of 'ritualizing vi 1 n c " in 
th organized circum ri ed Ian ua of outh rn hon r , 
crown thi fir t part of th book. Duel Wyatt-Brown tell u, 

u pp d t preven t hao" h [ m u 
J a k on-Di kin on du I iUu trate the place of honor a a fa tor in 
J ack on ' per onal an politi al p rona ; di ' play of honor 
in r a d th If- t em of th often d pr d and in ur 
1 ad r , and brought affirmati n from hi rural con titu nc a 
well. The her of New rleans courted th p pIe , "n t b cau · 
of a mod rn and liberal oncept of d mo ra y in which aU n­
dition of p pi w r equal but b aus h r ckon d th popu­
lar will to be an in trum n t on If-vindication. " 

Part two of the book deal with "grace"- outh rn r ligion-
and it unea y co-e i t n with honor. A yan g Ii al 
Prot ·tanti m advanced outh in the 1830 and 18 Os, outhern r 
fa ed uch pr achm nts a the presurn d quality of all person 
b fore od and w m nt injunction to liv in p a e nd 
"turn the other cheek," adm nition c Ttain to bother lav hold-
rued to repre sing lav individuality and n w rin affronts 

with threa of ritual vi I nce . About 50 percent of outhern r 
(bla k and white) becam m mb r f evan Ii al denomin tion 
in th 1830s, a hange hieh "gradually oft n d" the' hard co 
of famil -ba d honor .. . a pi ly b m a prerequi it for th 
d t rmination of re p tability." Th int r tin hapt r n th 

galitarian "anti-mi ion" r Primitiv Bapti ts , who hat d pr t n­
ion of ari to ra y and fou ·ht again·t the cial conformity and 
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theological optimi m of the Mis ionary Bapti t , Methodi ·ts, and 
Pr byterian , how how complicated-yet compl t -wa th 
captur of th outh by the e group. Still, the South al 0 cap­
tured vangelicali m. 'Mod rnizing Slave-Owning," hapter Six, 
describ s th d velopment of pro- lavery argum nts among south-

rn cl rgy, vid nc of th "intermixture of evangelicalism and the 
in titution of lav ry" d igned to undergird public support for 
th in titution and as uag an individual guilt that might be 
arou d by traffic in bla k souls. The clergy ima ined variou way 
to mod rnize and ju tify lav ry, but in the end the idea all boiled 
down to admonition about Chri tian patriarchy and southern 
honor. 

Th la t part of th book, call d simply "War and Mtermath," 
ould tand n its own. Its w ll-con truct d analy is of outhern­

ers ' "co llective sense of sullen anger" in th p riod aft r 
R n truction will b P cially u eful to re earchers and teach­
ers. Both a a ynthe i f th r hi torian' id a and as uniqu 
analy i , the la t chapter, "Honor Redeemed in Blood," i e pe­
cially out tanding. Humiliation,join d with no talgia for an imag­
in d past, spawned a corporat claim to victimization, not d feat, 
in the late nin teenth-c ntury South, and ngendered not only 
worship of th Confederat dead but race hatred-in other words, 
blaming black southern r , the pre urn d caus of th lat war and 
degradation. "It can b argued," Wyatt-Brown write, "that a th 
duel dropp d out of favor it was r placed with hanging , burning, 
and mutilations." Ritual of "honor" dominated the lynch mob 
and the ideology of the "Lo t Caus ." 

Fittingly, this tudy begin and nds with an epigraph from 
Julian Pitt-Riv r: "H nor has caus d more d aths than the 
plague." South rn honor, ven old-fashion d "Sir Walt r ott" 
chivalry and s emingly benign" outhern ho pitality," alway had a 
dark und rsid. It existed in concert with elitism and whit 
upr macyand in p rilou contradiction to northern comm rcial­

i m , d mocratic ideals, and the egali tarian idea of "grace." The 
hapina- of Southern Culture I gantl ompl m n Wyatt-Brown' 

other works, e pecially hi important 1982 book about honor and 
shame in the world of th ant bellum plant r lit , Southern Honor: 
Ethic and Behavior in the OLd South. Like Southern Honor, this book 
will b come a cla ic of outh rn hi torical lit rature. 

Sarah H. Brown Florida A tlantic University 

16

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 81 [2002], No. 2, Art. 6

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol81/iss2/6



214 FLORID J-£I OR! L Q RTERLY 

Preacher Woman Sings the Blues: The Autobiographies of Nineteenth­
Century African American Evangelists. By Richard J. D ugla -

hin. ( olumbia: Unive r it ofMi ouri Pr , 2001. i ,22 p. 
knowl d m n intr du tion , biblio raph , ind x. 34. 5 

loth.) 

In Preacher Woman in s the BLue : The Autobiographie of 
in teenth-Century {rican-A mmcan EvangeLi ts, Richard J. Dou la -
hin out t demon trat the 'ignifi ance and th uniqu n 

of black worn n t lling th ir life torie. E ntiall DOll la s- hin 
argue that through th ir a tobiographie , bla k femal . unlik 
lh ir mal count rpar , articulal d in an auth nti th 
Afri an-Am ri an exp ri nce . 

What i auth ntic about th Mrican- m rican £ mal voi ? 
Dou la - hin a erts thal it invol e l Ie an content, a well a 
lh r lalion hip b tw n the toryt 11 r and tho that witn 1 
th t timony iv n. H II "autophylography" to d crib 
li£ tory that connote the c mmunal pect of the ri an 

opp d to th individuali m of ' urop . Dougla s- hin 
plain tha t autophylo rap y" mpha ize both the life hared b 

th group in th pres nt moment nd the har d li£ liv d un t­
I tim b £ r . ' 

In additi n att nti n i paid t oth r unique Afri an trai f 
th bLa k £ mal voi : pirituality and mll i a ii ty, that i , th 
uniqu ad nand f, rmal of pr tation. Th Mri an tradi­
tion i holi tic. There i n harp d mar ation b twe n th sa red 
and th ular, a oc urs in th urop an xp ri nc .; n r 
b tw n th p rform r and tho who ob rv th p rf rman 

a th African oral tradition i r ot d in movement, p rform­
an , rath r than taid and immo abl di our. n qu ntl 
the preacher i the emb di ent of th Afri an oral e pr ion. 

Dougla s- hin g on t ar 'u that wh ther sh i an a tual 
pr a h r or not, th African-Ameri an woman b com s n wh n 
h te tifi t the circum tance of h r li£ ; h r story b com s a 
rm n that i ung. And th on i th blu th mu i al r n­

d ring of th hard hip and the triumph of th Aflican-Am ri n 
p pl. It i addr d t all that ant to h ar thi m urnful a d 

lorious on , unfilter d throuO'h th W st rn ultural experien 
that d mand onformi ty, nial , and th uppre ion of th 
female. 
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To up port hi th i, Dougla - hin xplore te timonies of 
Afri an-Am ri an wom n from th ight enth- ntury p tition by 
a lave woman to contemporary novelists. He makes skillful and 
fruitful u of contemporary literary tudie to document and sup­
port hi unique r ading of hi sourc s. 

H is analy i of the eighteenth-century slave p tition by 
"B linda" reveal the fir t autobiographical utterance in writing of 
the African female experi nce in Am rica. To illu trat the chang­
ing African-Am rican voice of th Victorian era, Douglass-Chin 

amine th autobiographical expre sions of diver e figures 
in luding Arena Lee , Rebecca ox Jack on, Zilpha Elaw, 
Sojourner Truth , Harriet Jacobs, Julia Foot , Amanda Smith, and 
Virginia Broughton. H conclud that by th nd of th nine­
t nth c ntury, th auth ntic voi is ubm rg d and diluted 
through the expectation of the "true womanhood" ideal of th 
Victorian ra, iUu trat d in th autobiographie of mith , 
Broughton, and an evangeli t named Elizab tho Douglas -Chin 
find the e "turn of the century daughters ... frozen into self-con-

iou n , only rar ly xhibit r turn to th ance tral place of 
Lh ir mother -the vernacular, th circular, the contiguou , the 
pow r of song." 

It i not until the twentieth c ntury, that the authentic African-
American voi r urfac in th works of African-American 
women noveli . Zora N al Hur ton begin th pro . Jani ' 
narrative in Their Eyes Were Watching God poken in "th rnacular 
of her own blackn ss" i not just a p rsonal tory; it i an account 
of th xp ri nc of Afri an Am rican up t the early twentieth 
c ntury. Alic Walk r picks up th tory as perienc d by black 
worn n in The alar Purple. The central character Celie a i ted by 
the blues woman, Shug Avery pontificates on liberation from th 
raci m and xi m whi h ha h ld th nation in bondag. Th 
auth ntic African-Am rican voic i finally proclaimed in Toni 
Morri on's "holy pow rful preach r woman," Baby ugg , and the 
convent women of Paradi e. It emerged as well through Minni 
Ran om in The alt Eaters by Toni Cade Bambara. Dougla -Chin 
onclud that all th bad blu pr acher w men d liver p r-

formances of the self which are communal exerci es that precipi­
tat a new n of community. 

Dougla - hin ' th i i convincing and compelling. Preacher 
Woman Sing the Blues i an important contribution to th recon­
truction of th hi torical exp rience of African Americans 
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through th u of lit rary t ts. It i a welcom addition LO int I­
I tual hi tory and to the ngoing di our on th Mri n-
Arn rican truggl to cr a e nd articulat an authenti If. 

ar 1 n William niver: ity oj North Florida 

Long Gray Lines: The Southern Military School Tradition, 1839-1915. 
B Rod Andr w Jr. ( hapel Hill: Univer ity of orth arolina 
Pr ,200l. iii , 169 pp. cknowledgm n , introduction, n­
elusion appendi T, not , iblio raphy, ind x, 29.95 eloth.) 

Through univer itie lik Texa 
di iplin rn rg d with du ation in the outh during rno t f th 
nineteenth and arly tw nti th c nturie. Hi torian like John 
Hop Franklin and Don H ig inbotham have tudied the ph nom-

non with difD ring re ul fo u in mainly on th r lation hip 
b tw n th militari m of th school and natur of th uth. In 
Lon Gray L ine, Rod Andr w Jr. dismi 'e the long h ld outh rn 
militan th i , initiall put forth by Franklin, and argu in i ­
pIa that re ional con p of r publican virtu provid d th 
imp tus b hind the military chool tradition in th South. 

ProD or Andr w throu h hi car ful pia em nt f th mil-
itary hool within th outhern hi torical n txt, provide th 
r ad r with lear and 0 i outlin f th pro r of th 
outh from 1 39 until th ev of World War 1. Andrew's fir t chap-

t r introdu th r ad r to hi republi ani m th i . Th u th 
c upi d republican vin wi th th ever-pr nt ne d for d .£ n 
a ant bellum outh rn r oft n found th rn Iv tanding n th 
fring s of national boundaries and national laws. By providin a 
military ducation, oung m n would b taught d D n kills and, 
b virtu of th ir trainin the good ci tizenship n ces ary to 
th pr rvation and dvanc m nt of outh rn 

dditionall ,th in ti tuLio taught u eful ience , lik engi-
n ring and mathernati ,wh ich promiv d a broad impa ton 0 i­

ty at larg . 
Int r tingly, the v ry thing that outh rn military on-

c ntrated th ir tudie on n arly d tr) d th m. Th ivil W r 
ar w r lean due t th departure of tudents from th ela ' -

room to th battl lin Th se s hool , how v r, did playa maj r 
r I in th Confederat au by providing ba ic military trainin 
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to "green" soldiers. In chronicling the war years and beyond, 
Andrew places military chool cadets at the center of the perpetu­
ation of Lost Cau e mythology. These universities thrived 0 much 
on Confederate memory that numerous renowned outhern offi­
c rs uch a tephen D. Lee at Mississippi Stat and "SuI" Ro s at 
T xas &M were recruited to lead schools and sit promin ntlyon 
university boards of trustees. 

Significantly, in the midst of strict military di cipline and 
order, students were surpri ingly willing to let their feelings b 
known to administrators about policies they considered unfair. 
Virtually all the in titutions Andrew examined had orne history of 
student prote t. He noted that on the campuses of Mi sissippi 
State and Clemson incid nts occurred that resulted in n arly 
whole class withdrawing from school when di ciplinary action 
was taken against respect d clas mates. On occasion like th 
the tudent protests u ually worked. In ightfully, Andrew doe not 
allow the reader to forget his republican thesi by noting the 
Victorian n ibilitie exhibited by the students who w r willing to 
ri k their own career in de£ nse of an ideal. 

otably, Profe sor Andrew provid s a chapter that xamine 
the state of military ducation for black tudents. At school lik 
Florida A&M and Hampton, the exp ri nce followed very closely 
that of white military schools xcept for the notabl ab enc of 
w aponry. Black students were trained in drill but were not 
allowed to carry rifl s as were their white counterparts. Thi bring 
out one of the few flaws of Andrew's book. For a work that so 
deeply addresse the probl ms of th South from 1839 to 1915, 
there is relatively little said about race outside of this singl chap­
ter. While frontier condition did require military skills, Andrew 
pays scant attention to lave insurrection as the South' mo t pre -
ing £ ar. Although, the author avoids the topic, there is little 
doubt that outherner saw military training a a potential lin of 
de£ nse again t internal rebellion. 

In few r than 120 pages of text, Professor Andrew make a sig­
nificant contribution to outhern history. Hi work presents stu­
dents with a new I ns through which to view the concept of outl1ern 
militari m. The book's brevity and innovative int rpretations com­
bine to make it a suitable addition to any college level cour with a 
focu on the nineteenth-century South. id from Andrew's 
research, the book is written in a highly readabl prose that should 
allow students to work their way through it without the intimidation 
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that often foIl ork. In urn, Long Gray Line ho Id 
find a broad audi n within th profession and reward i auth r 
with th full r p ct of his fellow south rn hi ,torian , 

rian D, McKni h t Mis i ippi State University 

Hallelujah Lads & Lasses - Remaking the Salvation Army in America, 
1880-1930, By Lillian Tai. ( hap 1 Hill: niv r ity f North 

arolina Pr ,2001. 23 pp. knowl d m nts, abbr viation , 
introduction, conclu ion, app ndix, not s, index, illu tration , 
tab I s. 39.95 cloth.) 

The imag that imm d iat I m -
n m n tion th alvation Army m i th r from Guy and Dolls, 

from the ubiquitou r clamation bin, or from th b ll-ring r t 
hri tma tim . Alth u h I know a bit f th ir history, I ty i ally 

d not a ociate the uniform d p r on with yang Ii al 
hri tianity, particularly a ariel), that delv d d ply int th 

Am ri an workin las a ce tUI ago . Lillian Taiz along with v-
ral oth r hoI r , r r indin u that th alvation Arm ' 
rl years in America w re quit diff r nt. Drawing up n th 
ampl of a military- t 1 vang Ii cali m d lop d in th lum 

f London, General William Booth' f, ll ower , and esp ciall hi 
dutiful childr n , ndeavor d to onv rt Am ri a' w [king las. 
In doing ,th alvation Army join d a rowing array of mi i n 
that ought to fill the void created b the abandonm nt f uTb n 

nt r b th main tr m Prote tant hur h . The r trucluring 
f citi along cla line in tela t quart r of th nin t nth n­

tury provid d a uniqu opportunity for nond nominati n I 
group like th alvation Army to on rt and r cu th urban 
poor from a ultur of poverty and d pair. 

K y to r a hing th urban w rking cla in America as th 
ability to adapt rowdy form of workin ;- la lei ur to van heal 
purp e. Dramatic tr t theat r, boi terou parade, and th 
ph icaH expr ive religio of camp m ting w re th to k .in 
tr de of th Salvation rrny in i fir t two decade. u h a r li­
giou cultur had an unmi takabl a p al for a gm nt of th 
urban workin la (p rticularly Briti h and Am ri an-b rn 
whit ) and h lp d th alva' on Army stabli h a firm foot-hold in 
indu trial citi . Thi culture not only app al d to th w rkin 
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cla but shaped an organization dominat d by working-clas m n 
and women. Although Booth tried to as ert a firm control over all 
branch of th alvation Army, American salvationi ts p nt their 
early y ars in con tant r b Ilion again t hi dictates. Indeed, the 

alvati n Army created an institutional ultur at odd with th 
image of authoritarian military di cipline projected by B tho In 
Am rica, th Army wa a d mocratic organization , one which 

ngul£ d working- la m nand wom n in a 10 ed, Christian 
community and empowered them (largely irrespective of gend r) 
to asser t a good deal of authority. 

By the turn of th century, two diff r nt tr nds r haped 
th Salvation rmy into an organization more familiar to our 
urrent imag . Fir twa th Army ' hift away from an empha­

si on the purely piritual function toward a more ocial mi -
sion. Exp ri ncing many of the ame int II ctual influenc 
that creat d th ial Go p 1 in main tream Prot tant 
churche , Booth began empha izing the 0 ial causes of pover­
ty. Th Salvation rmy expanded the notion of "r cu work" 
to include th provision of ch ap fu I, s cond-hand clothing 
and furniture, in xpen ive hotel, and unemployment bureau. 
Combating inful human nature gradually took a ba k eat to 
th n w social mission , a lthough not without preading di con­
t nt among th "hall lujah lad and la e." Running a 
broad-based 0 ial s rvice program ne e sitated a mor bu reau-

ratic organizational Lructure, a d v lopment that ignificantly 
reduced local autonomy and d mo racy. The second trend 
afG ct d the natur of th Army' re ligious practice. h mor 
bureaucratic style of th or anization created a more genteel , 
bourgeois religiou culture, one that took spiri tual work out of 
th rowdy street cultur and repla d it wiLh more r fin d and 
tam ritual. Th ritual incorporat d new technological 
d v lopment and greater comfort, but acrific d th onne­
tion to working-cla u ltur. Since b th of the developments 
conformed to initiative from th parent organization, th y ug-
g t that the Am ricans p rhap had I autonomy than wa 
ugg t d in arli r hapt r . 

aiz doe an excell ntjob of profili ng th "red hot men and 
women" of th alvation Army, and of re toring its importance a 
a g nuine working-cla evang lical ag n y. Hi torian who treat 
a ll working- la religi n a evidence of either the embourgeoisement 

r the opiate of the rna e neglect the oth r purpo es that spiri-
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tu lity might rv. Lik Taiz r minds u of the pow rful ul-
tural tr nd of th 1890s that simultan ou ly in pired pr gr i 
r form and egm nted in uch way a to limit workin -cla s 
autonomy and agen y. H r , Taiz' work might have ben fit d 
fr m om comparativ an lysis with oth r mov m n lik th 
indu trial programs of th YM and YW Both of th 
organization al 0 mo d a' ay from th ir original sp iritu I p r-

to d v lop br ad 0 ial pro ram. But the are minor 
quibble. Taiz ha writt n a informativ and r adabl hi tory f 
the formative year of th alvation Army in th Unit d tat ,full 

f in ights about th tran fo rmation of Am ri a at th turn f th 
la t c ntury. 

I n Fon -Wol West Virginia niver: ity 

Pullman Porters and the Rise of Protest Politics in Black America, 1925-
1945. B Beth Tompkin Ba te . ( hap 1 Hill: niv r ity f 

rth ar lina Pr 001. iv, 275 pp. knowl dgeme ts 
bbr viation , introdu tion, note, bibliography, ind x.. .00 

cloth) . 

Thi b on a African-American labor uni n , th 
Broth rhood of Sl pin Car Port r (B CP) , a a ignifi ant 
force in the incr a ingly militant truggl for black equaliLy dur­
ing th period b tw en the two World War. Form din 1925, th 
B CP sought to organiz p rt r and maid who worked f r th 

hi ago-ba d Pullman I ping Car ompany, th n th larg t 

pri at mplo r of Mrican Arneri and in th nited tat s. h 
union ought mor than j u t brea -and-butt r gain . For it I ad-

r and rank and fil alik , th auth r plain "i u of p and 
h ur of, ork w r r lat d to larg r i u of dignity an ma n­
ho d rights. " Thi prin ipl guid d the union ' efforts t gain 
m ember and, particularly i Chicag I a eptan from th Ja r -

r bla k community. uch an approa h ev ntually nabl d Ih 
union to build ignifi ant ro - la alliance among bl k 

hi agoan . 
Led b . Philip Randol ph, edit r of th radi al blackj urnal 

The M e senger, th BSCP initially fac d ( ppo ition from mo t bla k 
hi a 0 1 ad r , in luding mini te r and n w paper dit 

in large part to th Pullman Compan 's I ng r ord of b towin 
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corporate welfare upon the city' black ommunity. Clubwomen, 
mo ·t but not all of them black, played a rucial rol in gaining 
community upport for the BSCP, which they viewed as "notju t a 
labor organization but a 0 ia1 moveme nt." The involvem nt of 
clubwomen in preading th B P ' m sage r infor ed the 
union ' Iarg r focu on civil rights. Th BSCP soon began to por­
tray its If as part of th "new crowd" of black lead r who w r will­
ing to tand up for qual rights for blacks, a oppo ed to th "old 
guard" lead r who treated whit I ad r with d fer nand 
ought their patronage. 

Ev naB P m e mber hip dropped after a n aborted strik 
call in 1928, the union h e ld a seri of labor education confer­

in Chicago tha t focu ed on building cro s-cla s allian c 
for demanding basic righ t for bla k m e rican. Th confer-

nces succe ded in winning con iderabl black middl -cla 
upport for the B P. New Deal labor legi lation helped 

r v r e th B CP' sagging fortunes a a labor organization , 
and in 1937 th Brotherhood ign d a contract with th 
Pullman Company. 

By then, Randolph had b com the president of the new 
National Negro ngr s (NNC) , which oon surpa d the 
Nation 1 As ociation for th Advancem n t of lor d People not 
on1 in militan y, but aloin support among working-cla s blacks. 
This challenge for I ad r hip of the civil rights movement helped 
pu h the NAACP closer to the "n w rowd" po ition. In 1940, the 
N CP added Randolph to its board f directors . 

The protest politics practiced b Randolph and the B CP 
reached a climax with the March on Wa hington Movem nt. The 
B P' Chicago office erved a the major it D r rganizing this 
movement, whi h pr sured Presid nt <ranklin D. Roo elt into 
i uing Ex utive Order 8802 in June 1941, th reby barrin di-

rimination in mploym nt in defen e indu trie an d government. 
Aft r achi ving this ignificant victoI , black prot t politics lost 
momentum, e p cially after the race riot of the ummer of 1943. 
Neverthele , the author a rts , "the growth of prote t politic 
between the war ... led to the uph aval of Jim Crow in the ar 
that follow d. " 

In contra t to th £ w general hi tori of the B P, B th 
Tompkins Bate ha uc essfully portray d th union in a new light 
by fOCll ing on its rol in th civil righ ' movem nt b tw n 1925 
and 1945. In doing so he has drawn upon an impressive array of 
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manu cript our ,n w paper and p riodi al and int rVI 
v ral ofwhi h h conducted. Whil thi book i learly ritt 11 

and argu d, r ad r may qu ti n wheth r the B P play d a 
ntral a role in ad jvil rights effor a Bat ugge BUL f, r 

tho int r t d in that mov ment and th rol of organiz d labor 
in it, thi b ok rtainl merits r adin . 

Matth w Hild Auburn niver. ity 

Where No Flag Flies: Donald Davidson and the Southern Resistance. B 
Mark Royden Win hel l. (Columbia: niv r ity f Mi un 
Pr ,2000. i, 392 pp. reface, bibliography inde , a knowl­

d om n . 29.95 cloth.) 

Donald Grady Da id on (1893-196 ) th mo t on i tentl 
r actionary f th Vand rbi lt Agr ria , i unlikely to ha h d 
hi biograph writt n by an on but a con rvative pr fes or of 
Engli h s mpath ti to th New riti i m ," an approach L lit-

ratur that fa or t xtual e pli ation over hi torical j udgm n t . 
ib ral hi torian , who h ay found littl to admir in David on . 

ocial view , will ther for ot b urpri d t find that the fir t 
fu ll- cal biographi al tr atment of th n o-Confed rat po t 
ha com from a Vand rbilt-train d Engli h prof or who 
pr iou book in Iud a tudy of William F. Bu kl y Jr., lh 
ar h-con rvativ political comm ntator, and a biography of 

leanth Brook , an arch it t of th w riti i m. True to hi 
r ot , Mark Ro den Win h 11, wh in rit d th Da idson bi g-
raph from th lat M.E. Bradford-a pr t ~ e of Da i ' 
'rumor d to be Pr id nt Ronald R a an ' fir t hoi t dir 
th ationa] Endowm nt for th 
tud that will app al to rvativ 
iv ly. 

Although Winch 11 i a tal nLed riti 
r ading of Davidson' p m h m tim int rj n rva­
tiv ditorial into hi r ading of th m. From lamenting publi h­

r who hay u cum bed t "a plagu of politi al corr tn to 
ondemning "an a when man prof, or th cla ro m a 

bull pulpit for prea hing th ir own b Ii f: ," Winch II b Ii 
David on' riti al r putati n to b a a ualty of liberal ch lar 
who r act to th p t ' ri hl-wing b lief: and ignor hi art. 
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Winchell is esp cially annoy d by the lib ral whom he 

find pr occupied by David on ' race attitud . Whil Winch 11 
doe not avoid th i u of David on 's di h ard gregation ism, 
and r port ampl ritici m of it, Winchell' tone an b defen-
ive when he writes about Davidson and race. At tim , he 
eem to play th rol of an authoriz d biographer, as wh en he 

quot from a 1997 I tt r by David on' grandchildr n criticiz­
ing th Nashville Tennessean for running an article that charged 
David on with raci m. (Th n wspap r d clin d to publish th 
letter, in which th grandchi ldr n quoted a not David on 
wrote to hi rican-Ameri an maid aft r her husband died.) 
Winchell sugge t that Davidson 's racism did not enter it wor t 
stag until the mid-1950 when h agitated for th infamous 
Tenn s F deration f r on titutional ov rnm nt, but 
ther i evid nee in David on' correspondenc and in his pub­
lished writings that his pr judice w r not weaker in th 1930. 
The biography, for instanc ,mak s no r f rene at all to on of 
David on's most explicitl y raci t writing, " u11iv r with Hay 
F v r ," a 1937 atta k on Caste and Class in a Southern Town b 
John Dollard. 

Winch 11 ' tudy will n v rth 1 ss prov u ful to stud nts of 
Southern literature and to cholar of the Agrarian mov m nt. 
On David on' overseas duty during World War I, on his book 
r vi wing for the Na hville Tennessean, on his longer prose work, 
on hi evolution as a poet, on his relation hip with oth r po ts 
uch as Robert Frost, and on his teaching career at Vand rbilt, 

Winchell us s David on 's unpubli h d and publi h d writing to 
cast n w light on the po t' life and work. 

While Winch 11 may have e tabli hed that David on was a 
more important poet than critic have admitt d , this biographi al 
tudy i not like ly to alter the view of thos scholars who hav b en 

unable to under tand why David on refus d to give up the "Lost 
Cau " after mo t of the other Vanderbilt Agrarian did. 
Davidson' r alcitrance may have hurt his own I gacy as much as 
he impeded the caus of ivil Rights in th South; ind ed, had his 

outhernness b en mutabl ,th final word in the subtitle of hi 
biography might have be n "renaissanc "rath r than "R i tance ." 
Y t, even his fellow outh rn writ r wer repulsed by hi fanatical 
view. David on' most famous student and fri nd, Robert Penn 
Warr n-who later won two Pulitz r prize and b cam the 
nation 's fir t poet laur at - communicated his views to his 
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d au -hter, th p oet Ro anna Warren, with mark d il en 
"Donald Davidson," 'h r call d, "wa a ra i t wh o e nam , 
n r poken in our hom " 

Thoma . Und rwood Harvard Univer. ity 

It Seems to Me: Selected Letters of Eleanor Roosevelt. • dited by 
L onard , chlup and Donald W. Whi nhunt. ( ington: 
Univer ity Pre s ofK nlucky, 2001. viii, 296 pp. For word bi li­
o raphy, index. $30.00 cl th.) 

Eleanor Roo e lt, one of the m t admir d w m n in th 
twentie th c ntury, is also on of th most studi d. How v r , apart 
fr m Allida Bla k' wor T , r lative ly li ttle ha b n publi h dab ut 
R 0 velt' life a a public figur after h r hu band Franklin' 
d a th in 19 5. It Seems to Me: elected Letters oj Eleanor Roo evelt h Ip 
orr ct this im balan 

Thi volum pr n m 
pu blic figur world I ader , and individual u t id h r famil . 
Th book be in with a 1912 1 tt r to a girlhood fTi nd , I ab lla 

r u on, in which El anor, at 27, i aIr ady di cu ing p Ii ti , 
h r und Th odor Ro v It pr id ntial ampaign on th 
Progr ive' Bull Moo e' Lick t. 

Mo t of th orr pond nce PI' nt d h r wa writt n aft r 
her Whit Hou e year. T h editor have sel t d a larg numb r 

f 1 tt r to pre idents and presidential a pirants from 1945 t 
1 62. El anor erved rankEn principally in thr rol : h gath­

r d information from around th country, for a man who ould 
n t traY I a ily; h wa ft n a trial ball n, te ting publi 
a ptan for liberal idea ' and h was a hrewd and impar 'al 

r iti , Sh wa al 0 an ad ocat for worn n. These I tt r h w 
how sh influ n d h r hu.'band ' ucce or 
mann r. 

In 194, h warn darry Truman: ' B Ii 
- ing to be impo ibl to elect a D mo rat . . , byapp alin to J ­

s rvati . Th Republicans ar b tter onservativ s than w ar ." 
During th 1956 pr id ntial campai;:,n, h ugg t d t d lai 

te nson , th Democra tic nomin that h h uld upporl a 
[, deral h alth plan. he ffered to te t thi idea in h.r own 
p eche 0 that if it w ot w II r eiv d , h ould av id th 
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topic. In 1961, h advis dJohn Kennedy that people had found 
hi pre conferenc hard to follow and advi d that h addr 
one question at a time. 

Letters to national and international leader like Walter White 
of th AACP, Walt r Ruther of th CIO, Win ton Chur hill, and 
Madame Chiang Kai-sh k, wi£' of China's nationalist lead r, how 
her commitm nt to issu that b came central to the liberal agen­
da of the 1940 and 1950s and beyond: civil rights, Labor nions, 
Cold War politics. Editors Schlup and Whi enhunt b 11 ve he 
"command d more att ntion and proved more effective in pro­
claiming its message than did the I ading male politi ian of the 
era." 

The book al 0 shows Eleanor Roo evelt' xt nsiv participa­
tion in international affair. In 1945, Truman named her as dele­
gate to the eneral Assembly of the United Nations. In 1946, h 
chair d th Commis ion on Human Rights of the conomi and 

o ial ouncil, h lpin to draft th United ation De laration of 
Human Righ ts . She s rv d again as d I gat to the G neral 

embly from 1949 to 1952, and in 1961 and 1962 und r 
Kenn dy. 

R 0 ev It' lib ral vi ion informed h r international per pec­
tive. By 1948, she realized that "Our real batt! fi ld today is Asia 
and our real battle i the one b tw n democracy and commu­
nism." Sh abhorred r d-baiter like Sen. Jo ph McCarthy and 
Richard ixon, pointing out to Truman that "There i only on 
way of answering [the ommuni ] and that i by proving to the 
peoples of th world that Democracy meets their need better." 

h advi ed Pr id nt Ei nhow r in 1952 that th nit d tate 
had to eliminate the racial di crimination that hurt our image 
abroad. 

The ditor make an ffort, not alway ntir ly ucc fu l, to 
explain various peopl r £, renced in the 1 tter , a well as som -
thing of their cont xl. ometim th y g t the odd fa t wrong 
(I ab lla's husband Rob rt Munro-Ferguson died in 1922, not 
1927; Arthurdal wa in W t Virginia, not N w J r y). They 
could hav dit d the individual I tt rs till further, el iminating 
orne of these periph ral d tail. But then the letter would not 

have given quite so compl t a portrait of a woman whose inter­
ts , like h r acquaintanc ,were far-r achin . 

This books focus on El anor Roo ev It 's public per ona, 
r v aling h r va t knowl dge of domesti politic as well a her 
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in rea ing int r t in world affair, and howin h r a a wi e and 
nfid nt ob erver of th politi al ne. It i valuabl urce f 

prima] mat rial and a fa cin atin r ad. 

Kri ti Mill r McLean, Va. 

The Masculine Woman in America, 1890-1935. By Laura L. B hlin . 
(Urbana: ni r ity of Il linoi Pr , 200l. vii , 21 pp. 

knowl dgm nts, work ' ited , ind 35.95 cl th.) 

In a rowing fi ld f holarship on nd rand exuali ty 
Lura B hlino-' tud utilize a hi tori iz d framework La anal z 
t tual r pr ntation of "rna culine worn n" from H nr 
J am ' The Bo tonian t tori in popular magazin , and fr m 
Life magazin artoon La the rk of mod rnist lik 

rtrude t in and Djuna Barn Behling argu 
f th "rna uline woman" originat d with th suffrag rna -

m nt whi h laim d political righ for worn n but t pp d h rt 
of hallenging normati g nd r role and h t ro ualit . 
Anti uffragi lS critiqu d worn n's d mand to shar in m n 
political pr r gati by re presenting uffra i ts a rna ulin in 
hara ter and app aranc . n physically attracti uffra 

w r vulnerabl to hara t r ization as rna ulin in Lh ir 

of th ori s of " ual in r ion," 
as d vian and p rverts for r ~ ting 

id ntified a "in er "w re tra -
gr iv not merely b cau they ng ged in am - r lation-
hip of the g nd r r~v r al upon which uch 

r lationship w re thought t b predicated. Ameri an m nand 
worn n ' writing ouaht to teriliz Lhi thr at by "di nfran 1 i -
ing" £ mini ; a r urr nt pI t reinscribed the man ipat d, mod-
rn, man a £ minin on ly awaitin a man -edu ti n t fall 

ba kinta h r natural pia . On of the most trikin ampl 
B hling giv i of Ri hard Wa hburn hild' h 

mini t," in which b th the protagoni t H t r 
'£ mini t" nake are tam 1 by male and b th x in tin t. Thu , 

n fiction that did not p res Iy invoke politi and th Franchi 
n v rth 1 rformed th cultural work of ontainin th thr at 
to ocial and ual ord r that uffragi m impli d. 

29

Society: Book Reviews

Published by STARS, 2002



BOOK REvIEWS 227 

Throughout the book, Behling mpl y an int rdi iplinary 
p r pective, moving d ftly back and forth from canonical lit ra­
tur to th popular press. The mo t compelling chapter tudies 
how parody, d spit its ubversive elements, neverth Ie failed to 
promot the acc ptanc of the masculine woman. By iting such 
a wide range of example, B hling is able to p rsuade the read r 
of the vi ibility of the masculine woman in the print and vi ual cul­
tur of the early tw nti th-c ntury nited tat . In contra t to 
scholar hip that ha d pict d homo xual as "hidden fr m hi to­
ry,' Behling shows that "inverted" rna uline women w re not 
hadowy figure at all, but rather crucial ymbol of the gender dis­

order that many Am ri an a sociated with femini m. Th y r pr -
nted a radical pos ibility for social tran formation that uffragi ts 

increa ingly di own d. 
The Masculine Woman in America remain literary anal si at 

heart, however, limiting its u fuln to hi torian of women and 
e uality. Th historical and political framework into which 

B hling places this iconic figur becomes ju t a referenc point 
after the op ning two chapt r. Behling do not con id r how 
[, mini m itself changed during th d ad of transformation. 

iv n the damning pow r of charg that worn n' rights advo­
cates were "un e ing" th m elves, from Sene a Falls onward, n 
would expect th woman uffrage movement t hay fail d. Y tit 
did not; and Behling's methodology pr clude consid ring femi­
ni ts ' public upport for" normativ " gender roles as a political 
trat gy and rhetori al device. Furth rmor , cultural definitions of 

[, mininity and ma culinity hift d dramatically during this period; 
b haviors and aspects of dre and app arance that ignaled a 
woman as "rna -culine" in the 1 0 mi ht b con id r d ntirel 

ppropriate for a woman of the 1930 . Th trap of conflating n­
der and xuality i not 0 ea ily avoided either. Behling att mpts 
to parate gend rand xuality a distinct, alb it connected, cat­
egories of analy i . Y t, h explicitly quat s masculine/ £' minine 
pairing within I sbian couple as hetero xi t in natur and 
effect-a difficult po ition to defend aft r the pathbreaking chol­
ar hip of Elizabeth Lapovsky K nn dy and Mad lin Davis on 
working-class lesbian. A more nuanced hi torical context would 
have help d to enri h thi intriguing tudy and to an wer orne of 
th valuable questions it rai e . 

Laura R. Prieto immon CoLLege 
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Blessed Are the Peacemakers: Martin Luther King, Jr. , Eight White 
Religious Leaders, and the 'Letter from Birmingham Jail." B 
J nathan Ba . (Baton Roug : Louisian tat ni · r ity Pr " 
2001. i , 322 pp. Pr fa ,abbr vi ti n u d in the not .. 
introdu n Iu i n , app ndi notes bibliograph , 
ind loth .) 

Birmingham's Revolutionaries: The Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and 

Ii 

the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights. Ed i t d by 
Maj ri L. Whit and Andr w M. Mani. (Ma on: M "r r 

Pr 2000. Xl. 0 pp. Prefa , introdu ti n , n-
22 I th. ) 

p .'­
th t 

t n iv ar hi al rear h a p 
with man f th parti ip nts. 

he whit I rg nam diKing ' 1 tl r had i u d a tat -
m nt to th pr (in Iud d in an app ndix) ar uing a . in l th 
u of nonviol nt dir l action. They vi w d u h a tion a with-
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out a political, moral, or thical ba e and likely to in ite hatr d 
and violenc . They call d upon black and whit to £ Bow the 
principle of "law and order and common n ." Earli r they had 
i su d a tat m nt to opponen of de egr gation arguing that 
th r wa n religiou or legal ba i to th ir opposition and call­
ing for compliance with law and court de ision . All of th cl rgy 
are pre ented a mod rat s who b Ii v d in peac ful, low 
change. 

Ba plac th eight clergy in th cont t of th ir time and 
d monstrate the impact of their background upon their person­
al, political and religiou belief. The organizational structur of 
ach man' particular r ligiou group influ nc d th d gr of 

retribution h r ceived for peaking out. Bas also argue that 
older clergy were les able to adapt to change and break out of the 
pat rnali ti vi w toward black preval nt in th outh. Th 
youn er clergy were more adaptable du to lit xp ri nc s that 
brought them into greater contact with tho e of differing classe , 
race , and religion. Mo t w r outspok n in their upport for 
in t gration or at least upport of 1 gal directives and tatutes call­
ing for integration. 

King's I tt r to th mid pict d a a public re lations tool 
de igned by King and SCLC I aders to garner national media 
attention and public upport in th wake of Ie s than ucce ful 
d m n tration in Albany, G orgia. Birmingham and th cler ' 
tat ment offered the opportunity to impl m nt plan for a letter 

that had been in the discu sion stage. Bass describe th devel­
opment of th letter, its structur (an pi tl imilar in styl to 
that of St. Paul), its many revi ion , the multiple form it took 
v n aft r it initial r I a , i ymboli ret r n ,and its 

impacts. 
Th 1 tt r wa rel as d to th pre sand nev r delivered to the 

eight cl rgy to whom it wa addr d. Still, it chang d th ir live 
dramatically. The public, political I ad rs, and other clergy vilifi d 
them. One side cond mned th m for failing to view th Civi l 
Rights mov m nt a am ral cau e (the thru t of th King letter), 
often portraying them a virulent egregationi ts. The other id 
took their tat ment and th King lett r a vid nce of upport for 
int gration and civil rights. orne of the e ight stayed in 
Birmingham and became activ support r of int gration. Oth r 
wh re ba i ally forc d fr m th ir pulpits for their mod rat tands. 
All felt unjustly targeted by the King letter. 
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Ba rk f£ r 

m n trati n . 
hi bri f bo k tak 

h 

o lum 
R ad r will b b tt r 

Har, fait -

i int r ting, it o££ r only bri f in igh 
rv d r ading th larg r work of som f 
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th contributor: E k w' But for Bi'fmingham: The Local and the 
ational Movements in the Civil Right Struggle, Falli n ' The African 

A merican Church in Birmingham, 1815-1963: A Shelter in a Storm, or 
Mani " A Fire You Can't Out: The Civil Right Life of Birmingham's 
Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth. 

Anne Permaloff A uburn University at Montgomery 

Bay of Pigs: An Oral History of Brigade 2506. By Victor Andre Triay. 
(Caine ville : Univer ity Pr s of Florida, 2001. xi, 200pp. 
Prefac ,app ndi , not s, bibliography, ind x. 24.95 cloth.) 

On April 17, 1961 , Brigade 2506, a brigade composed of 1,300 
Cuban expatriates sponsor d and trained by th ntral 
Int lligence Agen y, land d on outh rn uba' Cien ga de 
Zapata. Commonly known a th Bay of Pigs invasion, thi ill-fat d 
att mpt to liberate Cuba from Fidel Ca tro 's communi t dictator-
hip became one of the rno t controv rial and d batable v nts in 

the history of the Cold War. Many blam the lA' poor intelli­
gene gathering and di mal coordination for the Bay of Pig fias­
co. Others indicate that President John F. Kennedy' lack of 
re o lve wa the major rea on for the deba Ie . 

Whil th re have be n num rous studie concerning the Bay 
of Pig inva ion, th tory of th m n who parti ipat din thi ent 
had lain dormant for forty year until th publication of thi oral 
histo1 . Divided into v n chapt rand cov ring interview with 
forty brigadistas, as well a several of th ir femal relatives and on 
ClA Am rica adviser, Tria's book provide valuabl ey witne 
accounts cone rning th aga of the 2506. Th int rvi w w r 
conducted in Spanish, accurat ly translated into English, and con­
verted into narrativ . A urr nt phot raph of each brigadista or 
relative and a biographical sketch pr c de each narrative. 

Th author pr fac all of hi chapt r with a brief narrative 
based on econdary ourc . Th e narrativ provid an ov rvi w 
of particular events. Each of them i extremely helpful to th read­
er and contributes to et the tone of ach brigadi ta 's a count. 
Furth rmor , th yare all a curate, unbia ed, w 11 balanced, and 
expli itly detailed. 

In tracing the brigade ' d mographi composition, Triay breaks 
the myth created by the a tro regime that the brigadistas w r 
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How v r , the' n gati rall 
quality f thi up rb bo k. Viet r Andre Tria a w 11 lh 
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brigadi ta should b congratulat d for providing u with a most 
moving and inter ting fir t-hand account of the Bay of Pig inva­
sion. 

J 0 ' B. F rnand z University of Central Florida 

The Vietnam War on Campus: Other Voices, More Distant Drums. 
Edited by Marc Ja on Gilb rt. (We tport, onn.: Greenwood 
Publishing Group, 200l. xiv, 268 pp. Prefac and acknowl dg­
m nts, introduction, I ct bibliography, index, about the con­
tributors. 67.50 cloth.) 

The thirteen essay in 1 he Vietnam War on Campus feature a fa -
cinating, if om what improbabl ca t of antiwar activi ts that 
includes femini t , Catholics, con rvativ , Midwe terners , 
Southerner , and high chool students. ditor MarcJa on Gilbert, 
a fi ture among cholar of th Vi tnam War, gather d a cro -sec­
tion of writer , uch a w ll-known historian K nneth H in man, 
Barbara Ti chI r, and Anthony Edmonds, and famou participants 
like v teran W.D. Ehrhart. Th book xpands th original cope 
ofH ineman ' Campus Wan (1993) , whi h how that a numb r of 
stat univ rsiti s played key rol in the anti-Vietnam War move­
ment and di pels the popular myth that the prote t cultur was 
primarily an elite school phenomenon. What emerg s is an 
informative and, at tim , ent rtaining collag of tori that 
reflects th movement r1 h div r ity of individual, opinions, and 
ta tics of protest. 

om of the topic Coy red will be familiar to w ll-v r ed read­
ers of the Vi tnam War. Ti chI r' pi on feminism, for exam­
ple , touches on common theme but al 0 pre ent an in i htful 
di u ion f military worn n and antiwar activism. Heineman pro­
vide a good ynthe i of the atholic hurch' Vietnam War diffi­
culti , but thos with a k en int rest in the p e riod would probably 
b n fit mor from r adingJam arroll ' comp lling memoir, An 
American Requiem (1996). 

The r maining hapt r focu on unexplored t rrain , uch a 
hi t rian St ph n Whe 1 r' xamination of one of the more elu­
ive asp cts of th war-th xt nt t whi h th outh' exp ri nc 

difE r d in ompari on to the r t of America. Wheeler cont nd 
that the region's military tradition and the conv rgence of th civi l 
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ri h and anti" ar rno em nt n th national 1 
almo t untenabl situation £, r tud nt li b ral , who 

in a on ervativ outh. 
m nt app round but r ader h uld b wary. Th 
appointingl)' thin, and urpri ingly, h d 
b t'I n poli and tud nt prot st r 
Mi i ippi, whi h r ult d in th d )'oun Afri a 
Am ri an . 

LikWhe ler Edm n nd hi 

pr antiwar opinion. 

1-
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The Vietnam War on Campus u an innovative appr ach to 
move beyond the traditional confine of univ rsity gr und to 
incorporate unheard voices. Although une en in sections, it i a 

lid addition to the growing literature on th antiwar movement, 
and it points cholar to a numb r of ar as r quiring further work. 

John ; rnst Morehead State University 

Television Histories: Shaping Collective Memory in the Media Age. 
Edited by Gary R. Edgerton and P ter . Rollin. (L ington: 
Univer ity Press of K ntucky, 2001. iv, 383 pp. Introduction , 

lected bibliography, t I vi ion and film ind x, gen ral inde . 
29.95 cloth.) 

"T levision is th principal mean by which mo t peopl I arn 
about hi tory today," as erts Gary R. Edgerton in the introduction 
to thi new volum of ssays. Hand £ How ditor P ter . Rollins 
take thi cont ntion not as a th is to be proved, but as a premise 
upon whi h to build. a r ult, the work they ha compil d 
pre ents an impressiv and useful array of ompl m ntary studi . 
The hapter hare a common interest in helping r aders think 
about how th assumptions embodi d in t 1 vi ion programming 
contribute to broader historical s nsibilitie . Despite appearanc s, 
thi thoughtful, jargon-fre volum is not d ign d for media 

holars or hi torian of televi ion. In tead , it help tho of u 
who are about h.i tory think mor clear! about how t I vi ion an 
hap hi tori al thinking among our friend , n ighbor ,and tu­

dents. 
Edgerton and Rollins divid th contribution thematically. 

The first s ction tackles hi tory' ro1 in prime-time programs. In 
hi ay, t v Ander on argue that th r cr ation of hi torical 
event on programs as div rse a tar Trek and Steve Allen ' Meeting 
of the Minds indicat "a ultural n ed to imagine a type of history 
that is produ tive rath r than mer 1 reprodu tive and . .. open to 
interaction with th pr nt." And ron 's mphasis on t levi ion ' 
u of hi tory for ont mporary purposes find echoe in Mimi 
White' xamination of gender in the period-based Young Indiana 
Jones and Doctor Quinn, Medicine Woman, R b r t Hank ' analy i of 
Quantum Leap, and Dani 1 Marcus' inve tigation of the 1964-1965 
docudrama Profiles in Courage. 
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Curtin tak that new atchword, globalization, and argu that 
despite the power of multinational conglomerate, "globalization. 
.. hould not be onfu ·ed with homog nization." 

Kathryn H 19 n Fuller-S ley' bibliographic con lusion 
remind us that this ngaging, thoughtful , and sound volume 
should he lp cholar of all typ r consid r televi ion ' role in 
haping public p rception of hi tory. 

Spencer Downing University of Central Florida 

American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century. 
r tIe. (Prin eton: Princeton niver ity Pre , 200l. 

pp. Li t of figures, acknowledgments, note, index. 
cloth) . 

B Gary 
v,454 
29.95 

Race and nationali mare oncep v hi h intrigu numer u 
hi torian. F w, how v r, hav combin d the two elem nts to 
explain a topic a succe fully a ary Ger tIe in American Crucible. 
In an ambitiou y t magnific nt ynth i, G r tI d mon trate 
the indispen able role race play d in shaping, refin ing, and chal­
lenging American national identity throughout th twenti th cen­
tury. He argue, "The pursuit of two powerful and contradictory 
ideal -civic and the ra ial ," d fin d Am ri a during th p riod. 
Ger tl identified "racial nationalism' a the beli f Am rica "ought 
to rna imiz the opportunitie for i ' racial uperior ' and limit 
those of its ' racial inferior ,' , while" ivi nationali m" p u d 
politi aI, social, and economic equality for citizens "irr sp ctive of 
race, ethnicity, or nationality." G r t1 focu upon "th m t 
influ ntial archit ts of th tw nti th c ntury nation" uch a polit­
ical lib ral ' , government ag nci ,and popular cultur arti ts to 
demonstrate the compatibility, coexistence, and contradiction of 
racial and civic nationali m through the ra. Beau e of its 
provocative arguments, American Crucible is a significant contribu­
tion to the understanding of rae and nationali m in United tate 
hi tory. 

G r tl b gins his work with an analysis of Theodore 
Roo v It ' civic and ra ial id ologi . According to er tIe, 
Roo evelt's Rough Riders , New Nationalism, and Progr ive Party 
outlined tw ntieth- ntury m ri an nationali m and arti ulated 
the contradiction of national identity that characterized lib ral 
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The book conclude with an pilogu that a the futur 
of American nationalism. Although it forms the weake t part of his 
study, Gerst) mak th intere ting point that racial and civic 1-
men from ru ial omponen f Ameri an nationali m. tra­
dition of racial xclu ion ften olidified th nation whil civic 
id al pr nted oppres ed groups with a platform from which to 
addre s their grievances. he speculativ nature of th book' 
ending prove mor valuabl to political inti than hi torians. 
Yet d pite its awkward fini h, G rstle provid s an imaginati e yn­
thesi of how race influenced, supported, and ultimately de troy d 
the ba'i of twentieth-century Am ri an id ntity. Mo t important­
ly, American Crucible ncourages cholar to examine race, nation­
ali m, and the relationship between the two throughout Am rican 
history from fre h per pective and hould influ nc future 
re arch. 

J. Michael Butler South Georgia allege 
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Andre Michaux in Florida: An Eighteenth-Century BotanicalJourney. 
W It r Kin I a I r and Elian M. N rman. ( in vi lt 

ni r ity Pr fFI rida,2002. }"'vii 246 pp. Li t offi 'ur 
photo , map, prefac, pilogu appendic lit ratur it d , 
ind 9.9 loth.) 

ar und th of th Am ri n R olution , ndr: ' 
. fichau 

" in th 

An1 ri an fl 11-

Li 
finding in j urnal-a oll tion )f 

t n volum , indi a tin xt n i natur of his ob rvati n ­
fr m whi h pr £ r Walte r King ley Ta lor and Elian e M. 

orman par d the thre mo th h p nt in Fl rida. ndd 
M ichau in Florida i m r than impl a b tani al inv tiga tion ; 
th w Ith fin:£< rmati n provid d in th j urn I pa in th ap Li­
ating pictur of a rural Am ri a long 1 t to hi tory. Ta I r nd 
orm an aptur th bullie nt pirit of th Fr n h botani: t 

thr ugh hi int ractions with th 10 al Fl ridian and hi a ocia­
tion with ri an naturali . like William Bartram . Hi ub [-
an 1 ar! influ n th a th r , makin thi multi-di ip lin 
b k a lio-ht but in:£< rmativ r ad. 

har! E. 1"0 

[240] 

43

Society: Book Reviews

Published by STARS, 2002



BOOK NOTE 241 

Buffalo Tiger: A Life in the Everglades. By Buffalo Tig r and Harry A. 
K r ey Jr. (Lincoln: U niver ity of N bra ka Pre , 2002. 185 
pp. List of illu tration , introduction , acknowl dgments, after­
word , appendix, note, index. 27.95 cloth.) 

Buffalo Tiger, on of th most influential Indian I ad r in th 
mod rn outhea tern United Stat s, tells his life story in Buffalo 
Tiger: A Life in the Everglades. Under his leadership, the Miccosukee 
trib of south Florida attained offi ial r ogni tion from the :£ d r­
al gov rnment and becam the first modern tribe to exercis total 
control over its own financial and gov rnm ntal affairs in the 
1970s. H e also I d them in fighting to protect the n atural 
r ource of their land . 

Buffalo Tiger describ s growing up in a Micco ukee village, 
learning to interact with the "whi t man," becoming th 
p k man for a tribe, fighting for r cognition from th Unit d 
tate gov rnment, and protec ting traditional Indian culture from 

an encroaching modern 0 iety. The book provid s a fascinating 
look at an Indian tribe that h as managed to maintain an incredibly 
traditi nal way of lit and an innovative 1 ader who devo ted much 
of hi own lit to pr erving th ir indep nd n 

Ashley E. Mor head 

Wingless Eagle: U.S. Army Aviation through World War I. By H rbert 
A. Johnson. (Chapel Hill: U niversity of orth arolina Pre , 
200 1. xvi, 298 pp. Pr face, introduction , epilogue appendix, 
note , bibliography, ind x. $34.95 cloth.) 

H rbertJohn on pre n a v ry thorough tudy of the Unit d 
Stat ' d v lopm nt of military aviation from the formation of the 
Aeronautical Divi ion in 1907 to th Air S nnc ' att mpts to pro­
duce battle-worthy aircraft and aviator during the First World War. 
H fo u e on the r lation hip b tw en military aviatio n and the 
civilian "aeronaut constitu ncy," as well as the control struggl with­
in th army and th constan t batt! for gov rnment funding. the 
metaphor "wingl agl "(tak n from a 1916 cartoon ) would ug­
ge t, the military' aviation program wa crippl d by in ufficient 
fund and attitud of mi tru t within and ou id th military so 
much that the United tates wa forced to rely on European aircraft 
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fu l fli ht h d 

. arm aviation w 
, bo k r 

ti V1 w: r1 mili tary aviati n. H ue 
p riod f military hi tory within th fram work 

hi E. Mor sh ad 

Images of America: St. 
( har! ton 

knowl dgm 
pap rba k.) 

Cloud. B Jim Robi on and Rob rt A Fi k. 
... readia Publi hin 2002. 

n , intr pilogu. 12 pp. 1.9 

fa in ting addition to th 
adia Publi hin t. Cloud drib 

d rfull 
w 11 

h picture dat 
natur of thi t wn ' tran for ation. 

The History of Sou th enl Women's Literature. 

hie E. Mor sh d 

and Mary Louis Weak. (Baton R u tat 
m r 1 Pr , 2002. xvii , 9 pp. Pr fa n 

aft rw rd , append ix, bibliography, contribut r , ind 
. 49 .95 loth.) 

The J-li tory oj outhern Women's Literature i lud 
f w m n writ r wh e work hay influ n 

rican uth. Th book i a ti 
n contributor, group d in hr n 

nte b llum and B Hum outh ' to " 
ont mpora r outh." Mo t D eu on indi idual auth r 
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Harp r Le , Kat Chopin , and Maya Angelou , but many chapter 
are a l 0 devoted to categorie like "Early Mrican American 
Worn n Writ rs,"" nd r Issu in th Old outh," and "Th 
Mod rn Nov I. " Th arrang m nt of th book helps the reader 
under tand the development of differ nt genr as w 11 as th 
changing ocial and cultural ontext in and about whi h outh rn 
women hav written. It i an excellent tribute to author who have 
provided America with an abundance of wond rful literature. 

Ash ley E. Mor head 

A Bibliography of Florida. Vol. 4, 1900-1915. By Jame A. ervi and 
Lana D. ervie. (Pen acola, Fla.: King & Qu n Book, 2002 . 
xxi, 551 pp. Introduction, library location symbol, r fer­

nces, abbr viations index. $165 hardback.) 

Thi rna i e coll ction of lit ratur on Florida i th fourth 
and final vo lume of a compreh en ive bibliographic ff rt. 
Focu ing on work publi h d b tween 1900 and th utbr ak of 
World War I, the guid offer a canon of books, pamphlets, broad-
id , maps,journal articl , literary production , and g vernm nt 

and corporat do umen that p rtain to th Sun hin Stat , its 
outlyin i land , and its r lation with other state . The material i 
chronologically organized and the titles are annotat d with pial 
attention to content on Florida. All 5,564 entri s ar thoroughly 
index d, making thi work an e ential ompon nt of any tate 
library. Along with the thr e preceding volumes, the coll ction i 
an indisp nsable resourc for acc ssing Florida' pa t. 

harles E. ro by 

Selling Yellowstone: Capitalism and the Construction of Nature. By 
Mark Daniel Barring r. (Lawerence: niv rsity Pr of 
Kan a , 2002. viii, 23 pp. Pr fac , introduction, conclu ion, 
notes, bibliography, ind x. $29.95 cloth.) 

The romanticization of the Old W t i one of the fundam n­
tal conc ption of Ameri an history that thriv in th modern 
urban world. Doting infatuation and ob equiou reverenc for the 
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fronti r life in pir an ind libl pur uit of th ru ti 
wild rn An th r i no m re tan ibl link 
untaint d p t th n Y 11 w ton 
and r 0 nizabl fall th ounn 
n paradi e ha u rvlY 
a mu h an id 01 a a 

pr 
m r i li zati nand omm dification 

th r 1 that bu in 

and th 

, a 'eemin in 
rvation. 

harl 

a 's 

nal 

He 
p-

m 

The Political Languages of Emancipation in the British Caribbean and 
the U. S. South. B D em triu L. ud 11. (hap 1 H ill: 

of orth ar li n a Pr 2002. , 23( pp . 

Th If-pro laim d goa I of The Political Language oj 
Emancipation i to c m I m nt th w a1th of information aIr a 
a il b l rdin th transition to th po t- lay ry p r i d. 
D m triu Eudell prom t th n ti n that la h ad both a pro-

u ti and ignifyin m chani m b aminin thaL tran iti a l 
p ri d in th ont t of poliLicallanguag. ar fu l to di tin ui h 
h i argum nt from th onnotation f id 01 y, Eud II off, r a 
omparati tud of - 1 ve in J amai a and ou th 

h lp plai wh th mancipation pr I ft 
m ntal qu tion unan w r d , thus pr di ating Lh 
£1 i t a ntury lat r. 
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In the proce of omparing th Caribb an and South 
Carolinian ncounters, the author elucidates many commonalitie 
betwe n the two ocietie. Th shar d xp rience challenge 
the the i of American exceptionali m whil pr moting an ami­
nation ba ed on a world systems approach. Eudell address the 
inte II e tual background of his tudy, the effor of lav holders to 
circum cribe the freedom of - lave, the rol f pial magi -
trat sand th Fr dmen's Bureau in emancipation, the contradic­
tion of co rcing ex-slave into a free market system, and th 
post- lavery form of racial ubordination. Th combination of 
the factor created a poli tical language that reinforced the eco­
nomic ubordination of x-slave after emancipation . 

had E. Cro by 

The Stilwell Letters: A Georgian in Longstreet's Corps, Army of Northern 
Virginia. Edited by Ronald H. Mosel y. (Macon, Ga.: M rcer 
Univ r ity Pr ,2002. xxviii, 309 pp. bbreviation and hort 
titl ,foreword, preface, background and a knowledgm nts , 
map, epilog, index. 5.00 hardback.) 

a witness to one of the most tragic and definitiv mom n in 
Am rican hi tory, Private vVilliam Ro Stilw 11 of Company F, 3rd 
Regiment G orgia Volunte r Infantry, I ft b hind a vivid int rpreta­
tion of hi xperienc as a Confed rate oldier. Covering vents 
from tty burg to Chan llorsvill, hi p ronal 1 tt r contribute a 
uniqu p rspective that portl-a the ivil War in more human t rms. 
Ronald Moseley has r cognized the potential value of tho e letters to 
the greater hi torical community and has eized th opportunity to 
r organiz th m in a mor I gible form. Though the coll cti n wa 
lyped and bound in the 1940s, Mo 1 y h.: gon ba k to the original 
te t of the letters to edit rrors in th tran ription proce and to try 
and identify the conte t in which th I tt r w re written. To that 

nd, he has al 0 vi ited an 0 erwh In'ling majority of the it that 
Stilw 11 di cu d and ha mad a valiant att mpt to reconstruct the 
social milieu that inspired the private' corre pondence. VVhil n t a 
uniqu contribution to th g neral bod of vid nc on the Civil 
War, The Stilwell Letters is non th I a fa cinating compilation of 
individual Civil War- ra p r p ctiv and "big picture" cont xt. 

CharI s E. ros by 
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