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Editor's Preface 

U 
nlik th r t of th Am ri an South, Florida's tropical eli-
mat s hav mad back porch I than id al pIa t 
cool off, watch the world , and talk thing ov r. Hat, 

humidity, and mo quito '5 r e Floridian indoor. 0 hom s 
aero th Sun hin Stat hav Florida Ro ms , nelos d patios 
with large window that all w unob tru t d vi w of th lands ape. 
Th Florida Room i both in ide and outsid , ignifying leisur d 
enjoyment of the outdoor whil prot ting fr m its impo ition . 
In 19 5, during Governor Bob raham ' adn ini trati n , ven the 
op n brick patio on th governor ' man ion b am a Florida 
Room: two walls of glas allow natural light to fill the informal 
pa wh r vi itor and famili relax, mingl , and shar . More 

common Florida house have imilar air-conditioned gla ed-in 
porch s with casual furniture. And so do hom in N w J r 
D lawar , Kentuck , and I where. The Florida Room ha 
b com a common architectural '5 atur thr ughout th nation. 
By 1993, it became part f m ri an pop cultur with t ely Dan ' 
ong "Th Florida Room": "Start on K y Plantain/ Walk a tropical 

mile/You' ll sea house/ In th Spani h tyl / here ' a room in 
back/ With a vi w of the a/ Wh re h its and dream / Doe he 
dr am ofm ?" 

In thi issue, we inaugurat "Th Florida R om," a n w occa­
ional '5 atur to th Florida Hi torieal Quarterly. It is an informal 

essay in which people who have tudied history can discuss how 
th lived through hi t ry. W h P that you an come by, g t 
omfortabl , it a while, r minisce, and think seriously, but not too 

solemnly, about Florida' histori sand cultur . Of cour , w al 0 

invite contributions to "Th Florida Room. " 
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