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The Gulf Coast Fish Cheer: Radicalism and the
Underground Press in Pensacola, Florida,
1970-1971
by Christopher Satterwhite
y the end of the 1960s the underground press in the United
States had grown exponentially from five publications in
1965 to hundreds by the end of the decade with a "combined
readership that stretched into the millions." 1 As the underground
press movement flourished throughout the counterculture, this
new radical media spread from college campuses to military towns
across the country. By 1971, Pensacola, Florida, had joined a growing number of American cities with an underground newspaper.
That paper was the Gulf Coast Fish Cheer.
Pensacola's distinctive history as a cosmopolitan military town,
coupled with a southern student activist community coming of
age during the Civil Rights Movement, set the stage for the lateSixties underground press to take root in the city.2 Furthermore,

B

Christopher Satterwhite teaches English at the University of West Florida.
1
In this essay, the "underground press" is defined as independently published
radical newspapers which circulated throughout youth movements beginning
in the 1960s. The underground press served as an alternative to the mainstream press, promoting radical leftist politics and counterculture art, and
often allowed marginalized communities an elevated voice within a politicized
readership; John McMillian, Smoking Typewriters: The Sixies Underground Press and
the Rise of Alternative M edia in America (New York, NY: Oxford University Press,
2011), 4.
2
"History." Naval Air Station Pensacola. Accessed July 26, 2015. http:/ / www.cnic.
navy.mil/ regions / cnrse / ins tall a tions / nas_pensacola/ about/ history.html.
The military history of Pensacola dates back to its initial European colonization
in 1559, with a continuous presence of various armed forces (Spanish, French,
British, and eventually American) since the late-seventeenth century, with the
history of Pensacola's naval installations beginning with the construction of
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Pensacola's proximity to two major southern c1t1es, New Orleans
and Atlanta, with established underground papers immensely
aided Pensacola activists as they honed their journalistic skills .3
Pensacola's Gulf Coast Fish Cheer, alternately known as Fish Cheer,
soon acquired an active readership comprised of students, activeduty service members, veterans, and the larger public. These readers entered the contentious public discourse over Vietnam, race
relations, youth culture, and civil liberties, to name but a few areas
of coverage, in a conservative part of Florida whose voters selected
right-wing segregationist George Wallace over Republican candidate Richard Nixon in the 1968 presidential elections. 4 Meanwhile as young Pensacolans turned from the older and much more
conservative political establishment and took notice of the radical
Fish Cheer, the federal government's hyperactive intelligence community did as well. Through a close examination of Pensacola's

3

4

the Pensacola Navy Yard in 1826. Later re-designated as Naval Air Station Pensacola (NASP) shortly after the first flights by Naval Aviators in 1911, NASP
is the oldest aeronautical naval station in the United States. While the city
of Pensacola is relatively small, Escambia County is geographically large and
hosts both NASP and the University of West Florida's main campus. According to the U .S. Census Bureau, the 1970 population of Escambia County was
206,486. Of that population, the number of high school to standard military
age (15-24 years of age) residents was 44,476, equaling over 20 percent of the
population . Exact numbers for the area's military population are difficult to
determine, due in part to the transitory nature of the armed forces; nonetheless, NASP trained 2,552 aviators alone in 1968. This number does not include
the sailors stationed aboard the USS Lexington, a training aircraft carrier then
stationed at NASP, as well as the numerous instructors, air crew, hospital staff,
and various support personnel and commands. Whereas other cities in Florida
hosted large military bases during the Vietnam War- namely Tampa, Jacksonville, and Orlando-none have as long and continuous military history as
Pensacola. Furthermore, all of these cities are known for many other aspects
besides the armed forces. The closest comparisons are the two U.S. Air Force
Bases in neighboring Santa Rosa County, Eglin and Hurlburt-often viewed as
part of the same geographic region for its proximity and commuter communities, such as Gulf Breeze, Milton, and Pace.
Atlanta's Great Speck/,ed Bird assisted the bourgeoning Pensacola underground
press with pseudo-internships as the editorial collective learned the process of
newspaper creation from fellow radicals. New Orleans's most notable underground paper was the NOLA Express, a paper which often featured the early
writings of Charles Bukowski, also served as an inspiration to the Pensacola
radical community. Both Atlanta and New Orleans had longstanding and well
established countercultures, critical for the growth of an underground paper
and inspirational for fellow southern radicals looking to emulate what their
larger sister publications created with readership and credibility concerning
local and national audiences.
In the 1968 U.S. presidential elections, Escambia County, like most of North
Florida, voted for George Wallace over Republican Richard Nixon and Democrat Hubert Humphrey.
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underground press, as well as federal surveillance records of the
Fish Cheers editorial collective, a history emerges which paints Pensacola not simply as a conservative southern military town, but as
a city erupting with New Left activism during a period of unparalleled change. In a moment often seen as a declension of the radical
1960s movements, Pensacola's New Left entered the conversation
and found its voice.

The Birth of the Fish Cheer
As the 1960s ended, the revolutionary impulse that rocked
the era did not dissipate in Pensacola, but exploded. Among the
first to hear the sounds of this explosion were the young, especially the student bodies of the area's two institutes of higher learning-Pensacola Junior College (PJC) and the University of West
Florida (UWF). When UWF opened in 1967, racially integrated
classes were common and its first graduating class included black
and white graduates. 5 Incredible changes were afoot, yet some
within the student body wanted more and pushed the local higher
education establishment to make the college more accepting of
the youth culture's vision for their generation. Though resistance
soon came from the college and authorities, the summer and fall
of 1970 were empowering seasons for the Pensacola New Left.
During the summer of 1970, a small coffeehouse named the
Fied Urch opened and gave the counterculture, or "freak" 6 community, one of its first places to freely congregate and organize.
Coffeehouses, seen by some as subversive locations and others
5
6

Lucius and Linda Ellsworth, Pensacola: The Deep Water City (Tulsa, OK: Continental Heritage Press, 1982), 38.
Conni Ramey, interview with author, December 7, 2008; Patricia Bint, March
4, 2012;Jerry Jackson, interview with author, March 31, 2010. A note on terminology: Throughout this article, I use the terms "freak" and "counterculture" to describe the people and culture, respectively and in their own words.
Although the term "hippie" is often used today when discussing the young
generation rebelling against the 1950s norm, the term "Freak" was used more
commonly to self-identify-in particular within the pages of Fish Cheer, therefore, I use their term throughout this article. The typical person within the
Pensacola freak community would most likely be college-aged and connected
with the generational opposition, otherwise known as the "counterculture,"
which often opposed conservative American culture. According to interviews
with activists working with Fish Cheer, many of these people in Pensacola were
children of veterans or military dependents. Others were themselves veterans, radicalized through exposure to organizations such as Vietnam Veterans
Against the War or the Black Panther Party, for example. Yet others were locals
from Pensacola's surfer community, as well as hitchhikers, black radicals and
feminists.
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as autonomous zones, were critical to the growth of the larger
movement as they gave space for youth to meet socially and often
organize. Aubrey Hornsby, a student at Vanderbilt University and
former Pensacola resident, started Fied Urch with the help of his
father and opened it up to the freak community. 7
The Pensacola News Journal reported that the proprietors of the
Fied Urch wanted to open this coffee house because "[a] nyone
growing up in Pensacola knows there's nothing for young people
to do here." 8 The Fied Urch offered free popcorn, lemonade, tea,
coffee and music in a drug and alcohol free environment. The
Fied Urch also offered a central location where people in touch
with the radical movements could meet and talk in late night "rap
sessions" that lasted until the early hours of the morning. Within
the two-month lifespan of the Fied Urch, a new cohesion developed within the community that frequented the coffeehouse. Most
of the clientele were young students enrolled for the fall semester
at PJC. The Fied Urch closed when Hornsby left for Vanderbilt,
but those involved with the coffee house continued their relationships after the closing and took their summer activities into the
fall semester. Through the late night Fied Urch rap sessions, one
discussion that continued after the coffeehouse closed centered on
the possibility of launching a Pensacola chapter of Students for a
Democratic Society (SDS) .9
Formed in the early 1960s as a student organization focused
on civil rights, by mid-decade the SDS rapidly evolved into one of
the most radical organizations of the decade. One of the SDS's
most famous actions was the 1968 student-led strike at Columbia
University which led to the student seizure of Columbia's "Hamilton Hall, and with it, Dean Henry Coleman, who was inside his
office." 1° Columbia's student strike embarrassed that administration and put other campuses on guard for similar actions. An organization that initially symbolized youthful hope during the liberal
Kennedy years, the SDS embodied student idealism and radicalism
with the latter sparking fears of another strike by student activists.
7

8
9
10

Alva Butler, "Out-of-Reach Idea Finally Becomes Reality," Pensacola Journal,
August 10, 1970. In the article, Aubrey Hornsby explained the name of the
coffee house: "The building we are using used to be called the Sanctified
Church, so we removed a few of the beginning letters and called the coffee
house the Fied Urch ."
Ibid.
Patricia Bint, interview by author, Pensacola, FL, February 20, 2013 .
Dan Berger, Outlaws of America: The Weather Underground and the Politics of Solidarity (Oakland, CA: AK Press, 2006), 48.
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Concerning the mainstream media's perception of the SDS, historian Terry Anderson wrote:
Eager for a story, the establishment press rushed to the
scene and reported that now the entire [SDS] movement
was being led by anarchists and radicals in organizations
such as Progressive Labor, Sparticists, Trotskyites, and
eventually the Weatherman. 11
Certainly, the administration at PJ C was well aware of these developments within the student movements. Realistically, however, forming an SDS chapter in 1970 would be close to impossible as the SDS
"only existed in two bizarre distortions,'' according to Kirkpatrick
Sale. The SDS proclaimed one faction, the Progressive Labor Party,
"counterrevolutionary" and expelled those members from the
organization. The other faction was the infamous Weather Underground, who were mostly a "symbolic force on the left" carrying
out a long string of bombings through United States. 12 Symbolic or
not, the threat to many appeared to be existential.
To the ·PJC administration, an SDS chapter forming at the very
moment remnants of this once-highly influential student organization were carrying out a clandestine bombing campaign was
simply intolerable. 13 The perception of long-haired radicals organizing stoked fears of a Columbia University-style student takeover
at both PJC and UWF. The PJC administration was determined to
keep another Columbia from happening on its campus, as well as
in Pensacola. To prevent faculty assistance, the President of the
community college forbade any of his faculty from sponsoring a
Pensacola chapter of SDS. Any faculty member who agreed to act
as an SDS sponsor would be terminated immediately. 14
As the potential for an SDS chapter faded, PJC students found
a simple way to circumvent the immediate problem of faculty sponsorship. Three days after the closing of the Fied Urch, the same
11
12
13

14

Terry H. Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1996), 202.
Kirkpatrick Sale, SDS (New York, NY: Random Hquse, 1973), 651.
Berger, Outlaws of America, 116. According to Berger's work on the Weather
Underground, "In the 1969-1970 school year, extremely conservative estimates
say that there were at least 174-and as many as 5,000- bombings and attempted bombings on campuses nationwide and at least seventy off-campus." While
former SDS members carried out only a fraction of these attacks, the rise of
such radicalism understandably gave pause to the PJC administration when it
heard of an SDS chapter forming on its campus.
Patricia Bint, interview by author, Pensacola, FL, February 20, 2013.
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people who wanted to form the SDS chapter essentially started the
same organization but chose a different name. On August 27, 1970,
Students for Civil Liberties (SCL) held its first organizational meeting and within a month planned to take over student government,
not by strike but by ballot. 15 As one of its first acts, SCL quickly
organized its own political party called the NOW Party. 16 During
the first weeks of classes, the NOW Party held a political rally and
debate to announce its platform. When PJC held its fall 1970 election, NOW Party candidates won nearly every available position.17
Euphoric over the fall 1970 PJC political victories and the subsequent organizing within the local freak community, the group
continued pressing boundaries. Members travelled to Tampa for a
major anti-war protest where they discussed how to continue their
work. Upon their return, the group organized a local organization
to support imprisoned African American communist and University of California professor Angela Davis.
Federal agents arrested Davis on October 13, 1970 for her suspected role in the murder of Judge Harold Holey, shot to death
in Marin County, California, during a court-room rescue attempt
of Black Panther George Jackson. Many saw Davis as a political
prisoner and her case garnered international attention. The Committees to Free Angela organized nationally, including Pensacola's
chapter which held a rally on the campus of PJC with the local New
Left prominent for the community to see. 18 While holding a rally
defending a black female communist charged with the murder
of a sitting judge certainly raised eyebrows in the city, the young
radicals' actions reflected a new racial, feminist, and political consciousness gripping America's youth movement-even in conservative Pensacola. Acting in concert with a national movement of over
200 committees to support Davis, the Pensacola rally expressed
what author James Baldwin described as a "new consciousness" taking hold in the post-segregation South. 19 Likewise, this alignment
15
16
17

18
19

Patricia Bint, "Fish Cheer Timeline," given to author during interview, 2013.
The NOW Party was an independent progressive left party that PJC students
used to run for positions in the Student Government Association. NOW was
not an acronym nor associated with the National Organization for Women.
PensacolaJunior College, "S.G.A.," in Tide 1971, ed. Wanda Forehand (Pensacola, FL: Pensacolajunior College, 1972), 114-115; NOW Party, ''Vote NP,"
political leaflet, PensacolaJunior College, Pensacola, FL, September 10, 1970.
Sol Stern, "The Campaign to Free Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee," The New
York Times,June 27, 1971; PensacolaJunior College, "S.G.A. ," 115.
James Baldwin, "An Open Letter to My sister, Angela Davis," in If They Come in
the Morning, ed. Bettina Aptheker and Angela Y Davis (New York, NY: Signet,
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with the broader radical movements throughout the United States
illustrated the desire of these Pensacola youth to connect with the
outside world while creating a distinct freak community at home.
Maintaining these connections-on and off Pensacola's various
campuses-proved the freak community's greatest organizational
hurdle since the closing of their one coffeehouse.
Once the Fied Urch closed, the freak community needed a
new space to come together and gravitated to another establishment-appropriately named The Establishment. The Establishment was a new coffeehouse owned by a local Methodist Church
and located near the UWF campus. Despite having a gathering
spot, the activist youth worried about dissipating momentum and
wanted to keep their community united. As the radical community
coalesced, it wanted a voice that spoke for them in a way the conservative Pensacola daily newspaper did not. During a late-night
discussion, one of the members of this loose-knit group broached
the feasibility of starting their own underground newspaper. The
idea soon took hold. 20
On December 8, 1970, Patricia Bint wrote in her diary that the
first official "Freek [sic] Newspaper Meeting" took place. 21 This
meeting became the first of several meetings which ultimately
led to the creation of the Fish Cheer. UWF student Conni Ramey
described the series of meetings that led to the Pensacola freak
community's entrance into the underground publishing world: "I
know we talked for. .. several months [to determine] what we wanted to do. We had input from people who wanted to do the politics, and we had input from the people that wanted just an artistic
freedom. "22
While the group possessed a strong desire to gain access to
media and make their voices heard throughout the community,
their first and most basic problem centered on the need for a
printer. No printers in Pensacola wanted their businesses associated with the New Left, so the collective looked elsewhere. Nearly
200 miles away, the newspaper found its printer, oddly enough,
when a retired U.S. Navy captain agreed to print the radical underground material. Although the editors had to travel for hours to

20
21
22

1971), 23; Patricia Bint, e-mail message to author, August 15, 2011; Bettina
Aptheker, The Morning Breaks: The Trial of Angela Davis (Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 1997), 29.
Bint, e-mail, August 15, 2011.
Ibid., "Fish Cheer Timeline."
Conni Ramey, interview with author, September 22, 2001.

Published by STARS, 2016

7

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 95 [2016], No. 1, Art. 5

78

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

obtain this service, the young leftists took special pleasure in the
name of the small Florida town where the paper was printed. Early
issues proudly stated that the underground paper was "Printed in
Havana." 23 It would be up to the public, and later the FBI, to find
out which Havana-Cuba or Florida-was bold enough to publish
this newspaper.
Printer located, meetings adjourned, and articles written, all
the paper needed now was a name. Inspired by the opening lines
of a popular anti-war song by Country Joe and the Fish, "Feel-LikeI'm Fixin-to-Die Rag," the Pensacola radicals changed a topical
obscenity associated with the song and took this as the paper's
name . In February 1971, the freak community of Pensacola had its
own newspaper with a name that the young people understood but
which puzzled authorities- Fish Cheer. 24
''We're All We've Got": Fish Cheer And The Freak Colllillunity
In the 1971 edition of the PJC yearbook, a photo of a young
mother at a political rally stands out. In the picture, the woman is
holding her baby in one hand and a copy of issue one of Fish Cheer
23

24

Fish Cheer, issue one, 8. Note on the Fish Cheer source . A common complaint
about writing and researching the underground press is that the original writers were rarely writing with future academic researchers in mind. In other
words, like many other publications in the underground press, the Fish Cheer
collective was somewhat sloppy concerning dates, page numbers, and proper
attribution of the writing and graphics which appeared within its pages. The
editorial collective published most articles anonymously or collectively, so in
most instances the actual author is unknown. The editorial collective often
used pseudonyms, for both security reasons and simply to have fun with the
publication, which makes article attribution difficult, with many articles not
having titles. Furthermore, the publication itself changed names from Fish
Cheer, to Gulf Coast Fish Cheer, back to Fish Cheer throughout the publication,
and sometimes referred to themselves in different ways, such as "Fish Cheer"
and "FISHCHEER." To avoid confusion, I standardized citations as listed
above, without specific authors and article titles. The dates for publication of
the paper began with issue one in February of 1971 and ended in the final
issue in November of 1971.
In the Gulf Coast Fish Cheer collective's FBI file, an anonymous agent quoted
an anonymous source: "He [unnamed source] heard the name of the paper
originated from an obscene cheer lead by a young man named Fish at the
Woodstock Musical Festival. This cheer consisted of a four letter word which
the crowd kept repeating under the direction of Fish ." When Country Joe and
the Fish opened their set at Woodstock, before singing the song "Feel-Like-I'm
Fixin' -Die-Rag," the singer led what became known as the "Fish Cheer." From
the stage, Country Joe yells to the crowd, "Give me an 'F.' Give me a 'U.' Give
me a 'C.' Give me a 'K.' What does that spell?" West Florida Collection, Item
WF 812, University Archives of West Florida History Center (hereafter cited as
West Florida Collection) .
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in the other. Beside the masthead of the paper, the main graphic
on the cover was simple-a giant "15" marking the cover price,
and the phrase "A Long Time Coming!" directly above the price. 25
Although the first issue is short, merely eight pages in length, the
content revealed a radical youth counterculture somewhat hidden
below the gaze of the dominant conservative culture of Pensacola. Within this issue, articles written by 1960s icon Abbie Hoffman stand beside an article attributed to the Black Panthers. One
article on the back urges readers to join the venceremos Brigades in
Cuba while another article offered detailed advice for radicals living in communal home environments entitled "How to Survive." 26
The article included discussions on weapons, drugs, neighborhood
relations, and the quintessential advice of many radical communities: "Don't Talk," "Never Confess," and "Don't Talk to the FBI or
Other Inspectors. "27
While the collective took much of the content for the newspaper from the Liberation News Service (LNS), a subscription-based
underground alternative to the Associated Press, approximately
half the content was written by the Fish Cheer staff. One article in
particular, arguing against a Pensacola News Journal article about the
dangers of LSD, sums up the antagonistic approach of the underground in the opening sentence: "The public news media, devoted
to 'informing the public' is full of filtered shit." 28
Besides its choice of language, the Fish Cheer stood in contrast
to the establishment paper for many other reasons and articulated
its vision as nothing short of radical compared to the Pensacola News
Journal. During the 1961 Pensacola Lunch Counter Sit-Ins, the Pensacola News Journal supported the segregationist white community
in its opposition to desegregation. 29 A year before the Fish Cheers
first issue, the editorial board of the Pensacola News journal stood
25

26

27
28

29

Pensacolajunior College, Tide '71 (Pensacola, FL: PensacolaJunior College,
1971) , 67.
The Venceremos Brigades were mostly young U.S. citizens who stood in solidarity
with the Cuban Revolution by travelling to Cuba, without permission by the
U.S. government, to help agricultural workers in the fields. The first Venceremos
Brigades organized in 1970. Venceremos means "We shall overcome" in Spanish,
an obvious reference to the U .S.
Civil Rights Movement. The stated purpose of
the Venceremos Brigades was to push the U.S. government to end the economic
blockade of Cuba. Throughout the first editions of the paper, there are several
reports from one Pensacola man who travelled to Cuba to join the Venceremos
Brigades.
Fish Cheer, issue one, 1-8.
Ibid., 4.
"Maintaining Order," The Pensacola News journal, June 21, 1961.
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with the soldiers who shot and killed four students at Kent State
and laid the blame for the killings squarely on the students themselves.30 The Fish Cheer collective saw themselves as very different
for these and a number of other reasons. They grew up during the
Civil Rights Movement, attended the first desegregated schools,
and stood with minorities despite threats of racial violence, actions
which gave them experiences most of their northern counterparts
could not easily comprehend. Like many in their generation, they
saw the events of 1968, including Martin Luther King Jr. 's assassination, and the Kent State incident as turning points in their world
view. As students and young people living in a military town, they
aligned with the student uprisings taking place across the country
and opposed the Vietnam War while simultaneously recognizing
service personnel as an oppressed class. Moreover, with a majority of its staff comprised of women, they saw the rise of the feminist movement as inspiring. These differences, along with a heavy
emphasis on radical interpretations of local stories in the early
issues, helped the Fish Cheer articulate its radical vision as uncompromisingly pro-feminist, anti-racist, anti-war and clearly on the
side of the oppressed, with an accent on community journalism
appealing to the freak community.
The Fish Cheer's bold attitude with provocative writing further
delineated the divide between the establishment and the underground press. Each Fish Cheer article offered a clear alternative, in
both style and content. For instance, one piece described a firsthand account of a person's forced stay in the Florida State Hospital
for the Insane. Another article, authored by the Concerned Officers Movement (COM) entitled "Military: A Crock of Shit," stated
the opinions of some U.S. military officers stationed in Pensacola
about their service and the war in Vietnam. The page following the
article featured a photo of several female South Vietnamese communist guerillas charging forward, carrying assault weapons with
the headline reading "Vietcong Women Carry Guns." Below this
image, the editors positioned an article titled "Women's Liberation" which ended with a common sentiment expressed throughout Fish Cheer. "This issue is to show you that you are not alone." 31
Echoing that statement, a handwritten note on the back page
stated, "If you're Navy, Black, a Freak, a High School Student, an
30
31

"Campus Tragedy Laid to Revolutionaries," The Pensacola News journal, May 6,
1970.
Fish Cheer, issue one, 7.
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unliberated woman, or in any other way oppressed, write. We love
you. We are all we've got." 32 .
As the second issue hit the streets, the Fish Cheerfound its readership growing. 33 Published later that same month, issue number
two contained several articles of national and local relevance. An
important aspect of the editorial collective's development was the
participatory nature of the publication. The Fish Cheer existed to
bring together Pensacola's counterculture and connect local activists to the broader radical movements in the United States, such
as the Black Power, Feminist, and Peace Movements. The initial
publication gave its editors a means to communicate through their
writing and through direct contact with much of its readership.
Through the selling of papers at events, the Fish Cheer served as
a means to begin direct conversations on a local level about the
war in Vietnam, political prisoners held in U.S. prisons, the ongoing struggle for racial and gender equality, and youth culture in
Pensacola. The Fish Cheer collective utilized an organizational structure popularized by the New Left which encouraged participatory
democracy within the collective space. As historian John McMillian
wrote, "This was no small thing." 34 Through this culture of participatory democracy, the underground press flourished and stood
in direct contrast to the dominant commercial print, radio, and
television media.
The symbolic differences between the two world views
appeared on the cover of the paper's second publication. Issue two
featured a cover with an enigmatic drawing of a man's face, halfhippie/half-cop, with the word "vice-versa" written below. 35 The
staff offered no explanation for the artistic cover, but their first
published letter suggests a conflicted view of the counterculture
and authority figures. The letter stated, "I was compelled to write
this short piece of trivia because of an irritating feeling inside. In
32
33

34
35

Ibid., 8.
Patricia Bint, March 4, 2012. As with any print publication, actual readership is
admittedly difficult to ascertain with any degree of certainty. With the underground press and specifically the Fish Cheer, few if any internal records survive
concerning distribution or sales; however, the editors determined as much by
subscriptions, increased distribution sites listed in the paper, and the number of printed letters written to the publication. Much of the data concerning
growth of the publication comes from descriptions within the paper and close
readings of the various editorial writings at the time of publication, as well as
my interviews with the main editor.
McMillian, Smoking Typewriters, 15.
Fish Cheer, issue two, 1.
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newspapers of this kind there appears to be an overuse of the term
cop, pig, etc." The anonymous letter goes on to remind the staff
and readers that there are "good policemen and bad policemen, as
well as 'pigs.' There are good freaks and bad freaks as well as freaky
narcs." The writer closes by urging the reader to avoid stereotypes,
even of police. 36 This explanation of the cover suggests evidence
of the democratic process within the Fish Cheer editorial collective:
first in its publication, and second in its response to the critique
through the creation of a more nuanced image of the police in
issue two. Another possible explanation is an increased awareness
that their small newspaper might be under surveillance. While the
split image of a stereotypical hippie and menacing police officer
in riot gear demonstrates the collective's willingness to examine its
own rhetoric, another explanation suggests an acknowledgement
of the law enforcement tactic of using agent provocateurs to infiltrate the movement. The Fish Cheer FBI file proved their suspicion
of spies within their ranks to be not so farfetched.
A year before the Fish Cheerpublished its first issue, former U.S.
Army intelligence officer Christopher Pyle disclosed that the military actively spied on American citizens. In an article entitled "Surveillance as Censorship," Aryeh Neier wrote: "It was a revelation in
January, 1970, that the United States Army was compiling dossiers
of the political beliefs and associations of Americans that finally
made political surveillance a matter of great public controversy." 37
Pyle's original revelation led to more than one hundred former
military intelligence officers "revealing publicly that they had spied
on the peaceful activities of their fellow Americans." 38 This admission eventually led to congressional hearings and a lawsuit, with
Pyle testifying for the American Civil Liberties Union against the
U.S. Army. While the lawsuit was eventually concluded with a U.S.
Supreme Court decision declaring that political surveillance did
not violate the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, the revelations demonstrated to the public that the most paranoid activists
in the movement were justified in their paranoia. 39 Nonetheless,
36
37

38
39

Ibid., 2.
Aryeh Neier, "Surveillance as Censorship," in Unamerican Activities: The Campaign Against the Underground Press, ed. Geoffrey Rips (San Francisco, CA: City
Lights Books. 1981), 15.
Ibid., 15.
Ibid., 16. The 1972 decision in the U.S. Supreme Court concluded in a 5-4 vote
in favor of the U.S. Army. While the ACLU lost this lawsuit, it was successful in
raising public awareness of the surveillance tactics of the federal government,
eventually revealing]. Edgar Hoover's Counter Intelligence Program (known
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there is no known documentation of federal surveillance of the Fish
Cheer until April of 1971 when their FBI dossier was first opened.
While the Fish Cheer raised numerous eyebrows, the staff continued unabated. In response to news of an Escambia High School
student's suspension over selling copies of the newspaper, the Fish
Cheer published a "High School Bill of Rights" that demanded students "have the full freedom of political activity in the high school. "40
In response to the ongoing efforts to defend Angela Davis, the Fish
Cheer published an article on forty black soldiers celebrating Martin Luther Kingjr.'s birthday by "marching on the US Army headquarters near Saigon ... chanting 'Free Angela Davis. "' 41 Whereas
the editorial collective drew these articles from their LNS packets,
connecting their work with that of the larger New Left movement,
the young writer-activists chose the articles to print, thereby setting
the direction for the paper. Further, the collective usually chose
articles with local relevance and began to write about the activities
taking place within their own community-the activities the editors
learned of as well as actions in which they participated.
Active participation in the news was a hallmark of the underground press. The Fish Cheer collective, similar to the larger underground press, knew that it was in the midst of a revolutionary era
and confident of their centrality in this ongoing revolution. In an
article entitled "FISH CHEER History," the editors define themselves within the context of this moment in history and state their
reason for being:
The FISH CHEER is brought to you by a group of concerned young Arnerikans, Students, military, ex-military,
ex-students, and freaks. We first met in December of 1970
to discuss the probability of creating a new media in Northwest Florida. At that time everyone agreed that an underground paper with both local and national information
was a good way to serve the Pensacola area. To be uncensored was our goal since Pensacola already had a censored
journal. .. Now some of you have said that we should
never have put out . . . such an unorganized effort. I say
to you that organization is important to the point where it

40
41

as COINTELPRO). The fact that the FBI created a dossier on the Fish Cheer is
proof that the collective's internal paranoia concerning agent provocateurs
was not groundless.
Fish Cheer, issue two, 12.
Ibid., 4.
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threatens the survival of the effort. Many of our traditional
institutions have organized to the point where they are no
longer serving the interests of all the people. These organizations are so concerned with policy, guidelines, rules, and
approval that the well being of the majority or a significant
minority are overlooked.
Many of us have been asked what the purpose or philosophy of the FISH CHEER is. We must answer by saying that
whatever is just [emphasis added] is our goal, philosophy,
and purpose. 42

By stating their "goal, philosophy, and purpose" as "whatever is
just," the Fish Cheer set a wide range of possibilities for growth. This
philosophy speaks to the desire of the New Left to do no less than
create a new world. On the last page of the second issue of the Fish
Cheer, a want-ad asks for "a world where my child can live." In an
era of political assassinations, ongoing wars, government surveillance, civil liberty attacks, racial inequities, and gender discrimination, the mission and philosophy of the Fish Cheer is understandably
enticing. Nonetheless, the term 'just" was never quite defined and
open to interpretation. An analysis of their philosophy would have
to take into account the evolution of the paper from, in their own
words, "an unorganized effort."
Whereas the focus of the first issues are heavily localized,
though somewhat scattered, from their mid-point in the summer of 1971 to the end, as the editors increasingly relied on LNS
articles for content, the Fish Cheers radical vision aligned with that
of the national New Left. The New Left stood in contrast to the
traditional Left in that the younger generation was less interested
in political parties, not tied closely to organized labor, and paid
less attention to the Soviet Union. Seth Rosenfeld described the
New Left as "a brash, independent reform movement that broke
not only with conservatives but with liberals. The unifying theme
was that, contrary to the Norman Rockwell images of Am.erica that
graced the covers of The Saturday Evening Post, things were terribly
wrong and young people could change them. "43 The goals of the
New Left were broad, but largely summarized as ending the war
in Southeast Asia, fighting sexism and racism, supporting minority
42
43
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empowerment movements, and demanding reproductive rights
for women. The Fish Cheer collective easily adopted these goals,
localized the perspectives, and used these foundational objectives
to answer the critic's question of their purpose. To the collective,
the Fish Cheer answer is simple and unequivocal: "Whatever is just"
was the purpose of the Fish Cheer.
"Yes, The FISH CHEER is a Conspiracy": Fish Cheer and the Feds
In the second issue of the Fish Cheer, editors reprinted a poem
by Allen Ginsberg from his seminal poetic manifesto Howl a small
book which helped launch a movement far past its original Beat
Generation readers. Ginsberg's inspiration surpassed his original
audience, from his association with Sixties pop icons to his active
presence in the Peace Movement. Ginsberg described the 1960s
youth movement and the underground press movement in nearly
religious terms: "There was an international breakthru [sic] of cultural insight in the ~60s that amounted to a World Revelation." 44
The U.S. intelligence apparatus felt less love for the underground
press and, in the words of poet Edward Sanders, "chomped its
tweedy fangs into the movement ... scheming to stomp the undergrounds to death." 45 Nowhere was the "scheming" described by
Sanders more intensely chronicled, or more clearly illustrated,
than in file cabinets ofJ. Edgar Hoover's Federal Bureau oflnvestigation (FBI), which eventually opened its investigation on the Fish
Cheer.
Historians of the underground press and the FBl's counterintelligence program, known by the acronym COINTELPRO, owe
Allen Ginsberg a great debt. Through his own style of literary journalism, which he called investigative poetics, Ginsberg perfo.rmed
much of the early detective work on federal plans to disrupt the
underground press. Ginsberg equated the intrusive actions of federal agents-whether into the personal lives of citizens or into the
New Left and the underground press-to a national psychosis.
Ginsberg wrote:
This tipping of the national mind balance occurred just
at the time U.S. police networks were teletyping out their
44
45

Allen Ginsberg, "Smoking Typewriters," in Unamerican Activities,, 35.
Edward Sanders, America, A History in Verse: Volume 3 1962-1970 (Boston, MA:
Black Sparrow Books, 2004), 207. These are lines from the 1967 section of
Sanders's ambitious poetic project to record the history of the twentieth century in a five volume epic poem.
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August 5, 1968 grand master plan for counterintelligence
to disrupt the New Left Coalition and press opposed to an
undeclared war ... Then America had its nervous breakdown, the l 970s. 46
The "nervous breakdown" Ginsberg referenced was likely the
national strains over the socio-political direction of the United
States. The war in Vietnam led directly to a massive protest movement unparalleled in U.S. history and indirectly to numerous other
social movements.47 Some in civil society and government felt the
changes demanded by the various causes held the possibility of a
radically new course for American society. One of the staunchest
defenders of the conservative vision for America, the complete
opposite of Ginsberg's "World Revelation," was the man who led
the FBI since its founding and through the publication span of the
Fish Cheer.
In November 1968, on the very day voters elected Richard M.
Nixon to the presidency, FBI Director Hoover sent a memorandum
instructing FBI offices around the nation to conduct a "detailed
survey concerning New Left-type publications being printed
and circulated in your territory on a regular basis." Additionally,
Hoover asked for information on the papers' publishers, advertisers, subscribers, writers, editors, and any possible connections to
foreign entities. 48 Hoover's November memo followed two previous memos that laid the foundation for COINTELPRO's attack on
the underground press.

46

47

48

Ginsberg, "Smoking Typewriters," 34. Ginsberg does not state the significance
of August 5, 1968. A possibility is that he confused August 5, 1968, with a July
5, 1968, memorandum in which the FBI created a 12-point program to disrupt
the New Left. Another possibility is a November 5, 1968 memorandum targeting the underground press specifically. Yet another possibility is that Ginsberg,
a prolific collector of government documents related to federal attacks against
civil liberties, referred to a completely different memorandum and neglected
to state its specific significance, or simply that the famed poet of the Beat Generation used poetic license to describe a dense anti-New Left environment
within the national intelligence apparatus.
Specifically, I am referencing women's, gay, black, Latino, and Native American
movements. If one thinks of these movements as trees, the branches include
elderly rights, disabled rights, transgender rights, migrant-worker rights, along
with the anti-nuke and organic food movements, to name just a few.
FBI Memorandum, J. Edgar Hoover to all FBI offices, November 5, 1968,
quoted in Rodger Streitmatter, Voices of Revolution, (New York, NY: Columbia
University Press, 2001), 215; Geoffrey Rips, UnamericanActivities: The Campaign
Against the Underground Press (San Francisco, CA: City Light Books, 1981) 60.
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In a memo dated May 9, 1968, a high ranking intelligence officer named Charles Brennan ~ote to the head of FBI intelligence
operations, William Sullivan: "Our nation is undergoing an era of
disruption and violence caused by various individuals generally connected with the New Left. .. [The New Left advocates] revolution in
America and calls for the defeat of the United States." 49 Therefore,
Brennan felt it crucial for the Bureau's COINTELPRO to "expose,
disrupt, and otherwise neutralize the New Left." 50 A second memo,
dated July 5, 1968, this time sent from Hoover himself, suggested COINTELPRO expand its mission to include "actions against
the New Left," now with a specific emphasis on the underground
press. 51 Hoover's memos, especially the detailed memorandum of
November 5, indicated that he assumed the young politicized journalists in the underground press represented a significant threat to
national security. In a report for the PEN American Center on the
federal attacks on the underground press, Geoffrey Rips described
the repressive political environment in which most of the underground press, including Fish Cheer, existed:
When young people were politicized, when writers and
intellectuals came out against the war, and when alternative journalism began to have political clout, intelligence
agencies responded with a comprehensive program to put
the lid on free expression. This meant surveillance, illegal covert action, intimidation, and harassment at federal,
state, and local levels.52
By 1971, most involved with the New Left knew of the prominent
arrests, trials, or imprisonment of key leaders such as Angela Davis,
Huey Newton, Bobby Seals, Abbie Hoffman, David Dellinger, Philip Berrigan, John Sinclair-to name only a few.
Furthermore, efforts to investigate the underground press led
by the Commission on Obscenity and Pornography attacked the
underground papers as little more than filth that did not deserve
protection of the First Amendment. 53 Congressman Joe Pool, one49

50
51
52
53

FBI Memorandum, C.D . Brennan to W.C. Sullivan, May 9, 1968, quoted in
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time chairman of the House Un-American Activities Committee,
summarized the goal of these newspapers in conspiratorial terms,
but most accurately: "The plan of the [underground press] is to
take advantage of that part of the First Amendment which protects
newspapers and gives them freedom of the press. " 54 Ironically, leaders in the underground press agreed. Thomas Forcade, the project
coordinator for one of the underground's largest news collectives,
the Underground Press Syndicate, had a short but clear response
to Congressman Pool, and a message to the radical writers feeling under attack by the government: "Write on!" 55 Less than a
year later, Fish Cheer answered Forcade's call but quickly realized,
despite guaranteed constitutional protections for the media, the
underground press was not afforded the same rights as the establishment papers.
From the first issues of Fish Cheer, attacks against the paper
came in many forms. The first attack came from the Escambia
County public schools. On the back page of the second issue, a
"wanted" notice read: "The person responsible for the ten days suspension that was handed to the Escambia High student for selling
Fish Cheer." 56 In the following issues' "Intercourse" section- which
functioned somewhere between a society page and a rant sectionFish Cheer ran a detailed report of another student suspended for
the purchase and possession of the paper. 57 Apparently, the Pensac-

54

55

56
57

congressional committee, formed by President Lyndon Johnson and chaired
by Congressman Joe Pool, to study the distribution and social effects of pornography, as well as help define pornography. Although recognizing the papers as
mostly political, the commission wrote "quite a few devote considerable space
to sexual topics as well- especially in classified advertisements."
Robert E. Baskin, "Underground Press a Tool of 'Traitors,' Pool Asserts," Dallas Morning News, November 7, 1967, quoted in McMillian, Smoking Typewriters,
129.
Thomas King Forcade to Commission on Pornography and Obscenity, Washington, D.C. May 13, 1970, quoted in UnamericanActivities, 94-95. Forcade, cofounded the Underground Press Syndicate (UPS), connected underground
newspapers with their counterparts in the underground. Founded in 1966,
the UPS later worked in concert with LNS to bring counterculture papers
together and share resources. Forcade later founded High Times magazine and
helped create the first collection of underground papers collected on microfiche, which became the Underground Press Collection, an invaluable tool for
researchers on this subject. Forcade committed suicide in 1978.
Fish Cheer, issue two, 12.
Ibid., issue three, 2. In reading this account, and the previous account from
the second issue, the report is unclear whether or not this is the same person,
the story of two people, or two separate instances. Nonetheless, these stories
indicate a desire by school officials to stop students from possessing copies of
Fish Cheer on campus . The experience of this Escambia High School student
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ola News Journal received copies of its underground rival within days
of the first widespread distribu~on of Fish Cheer. Instead of welcoming the competition for the youth readership, the Pensacola News
Journal immediately ran an editorial railing against the "slime" of
the underground press. 58
While making no specific mention of Fish Cheer, the Pensacola
News Journal, the oldest and most established daily newspaper in
the region, referred to the underground press as "pure outhouse."
The Pensacola News Journal went out of its way to lambast the underground press, describing it as a "rather sad impersonation" ofjournalism and little more than "rag pickings from the dirty closets of
thoughtless tribal culture ... Children scratching something they
copied from some other toilet wall on their own toilet wall." The
editorial continued:
And this in itself does not disturb us; what does, however, is that the cool cats bellowing for a voice of liberation
cast their poorly printed, poorly pasted-together heaps of
irrevelance [sic] in the mold of the Fourth Estate. That's
journalism, folks.
We, of course, reject any sort of brotherhood. 59
The Pensacola News Journal's rejection of goodwill was probably not
a shock to the Fish Cheer collective. This was never the intention.
Whether or not the establishment paper realized that the
underground served a much different role and audience than that
of the Pensacola News Journal is not clear in this editorial. What is
clear from the condescending vitriolic tone saved for the underground press is that a generational and cultural conflict loomed
heavily over the entrance of Fish Cheer into Pensacola life. Though
the Pensacola News Journal does not mention the underground
paper by name, the editorial refers to several topics covered in the
first issue of the Fish Cheer, as well as telephone contacts for various

58
59

was different from that of then-Washington High School student Ken Sargent
who claimed little, if any, harassment at Booker T. Washington High School.
Whether or not there was a coordinated effort in the Escambia School District to stop the proliferation of underground papers is not clear; however,
the perception of attack from the local governmental establishment created a
climate, easily palpable in the pages of Fish Cheer, that the underground paper
was under attack.
".Out of the Slime, It's Pure Outhouse," Pensacola News Journa~ February 5,
1971.
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counseling services and the Fish Cheer staff hotline. The editors
described the content: 'There are all forms of liberation: Women's, the Gay Front, draft-dodging, military discharge counseling,
VD clinic information, abortion, Dial-a-Freak." 60
According to the editors of Fish Cheer, they "talked with the
[Pensacola News JournalJ editor Earle Bowden about his opinions
and the piece itself. He claims he didn't write it to put down the
Fish Cheer specifically. But his argument was not convincing." While
conceding a number of Bowden's claims, specifically about style
and language, the collective offered a quick and pointed response:
The underground press is the most powerful institutiQn
that has recently come out of our nation. It reaches eight
million people every month. Each paper is autonomous.
Each paper is allowed its own uniqueness and no single
person or board of directors dictate or advise what the policy of the individual paper will be ... Yes, the underground
papers are America; not the America of Big Businessmen
who can buy people to distort, manipulate and oppress for
him, but the America of a lot of people working for little or
nothing, for something they believe in. There is no glamorous national leader; there is no regional boss; there is no
official line; just a loose coalition of many diverse people
with many diverse opinions; the real American that can't
be bought off or controlled by money or bribes; the American that believes in people, not in their exploitation. 61
In short, what the Fish Cheer collective stated in their response
is that the underground press was not a capitalistic advertiser-driven paper that acted as if it was the sole voice for the majority of the
community. Moreover, the Fish Cheer not only recognized its bias
but embraced its opinions as a valid expression of a community
the Pensacola News journal derided as "children." Whereas the editors of the Pensacola News Journal described the underground press
as anti-intellectual, immature "propagandists" who "eat away, dirty
word by dirty word, the essence of American liberty," the Fish Cheer
equated their work as representative of the United States: "We are a
diverse group with diverse opinions." 62 The Fish Cheer may not have

60
61
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"Staff Rapp," Fish Cheer, issue three, 10.
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represented the entire community, but as evidenced by the alternative paper's existence, neither did the Pensacola News Journal.
Within a few issues, the Fish Cheer found its audience. Though
readership was the obvious intention of the paper, not every reader
was from their community or shared the same desires as the Fish
Cheer collective. Gregg Michel wrote, "While anecdotal evidence
of official harassment of civil rights and anti-Vietnam War activists
existed throughout the 1960s, it was only after the demise of New
Left organizations that historians have been able to document such
allegations." 63 The local underground's response to the attacks
from the establishment pointed to a deeply held suspicion in the
counterculture that they were being watched. While Fish Cheer
directed the first half of its response to the daily paper, the second
half was to the government agents that it suspected of snooping.
The Fish Cheer response continued:
In our efforts to construct a people paper we have attracted attention, not only from the News:Journal but also the
FBI. Seems while trying to find out where our heads are
they've implicated certain members of our staff with the
attempted firebombing of the Post Office last month. Perhaps they're sizing us up for 'Dangerous Special Offender" or one of the other special categories created by the
recently passed crime bill. 64
The article continued to tell its readers what their rights were concerning the FBI and the police. In a previous issue, the Fish Cheer
gave a similar brief originally written by the Black Panther Party. In
contrast, this later article was specific and directed to local readers
in Pensacola:

If this effort to make the Pensacola FISH CHEER a people's paper is a subversive act warranting investigation by
the FBI, then the United States Constitution and the First
Amendment Right of Free Speech is equally a thing to be
considered subversive. Yes, the Fish Cheer is a conspiracy;
fighting and demanding that the business interests, FBI,
CIA, local, state, and Federal governments, respect all the

63

64

Gregg L. Michel, "Government Repression of the Southern Left," in Rebellion
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people and grant them all their individual constitutional
rights.
They closed the article with a defiant challenge to their government and establishment detractors:
TO THE NEWS-JOURNAL, FBI, JOHN BIRCH GROUPIES, ETC.
We're ready for a showdown. We'll meet you under the
big twin oaks of free speech and assembly. We're ready for
battle in the free market place of ideas. Are you? May the
Best Team win.

-FISH CHEER FOLKS 65
While later articles addressed the Pensacola News Journal editorial board, directly and indirectly, most of the collective's energy
focused on the bigger foes who only published their critiques in
secret files and not on the editorial page of the daily paper. 66
The collective members suspected they were under surveillance, and their suspicions were correct. Though contributors
and friends offered numerous anecdotal claims-printed in nearly every issue of Fish Cheer- the FBI did not start its own file on
this particular "underground-type newspaper" until April 1971. In
a memo from the office of Director Hoover to the FBI's Special
Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Jacksonville offices, headquarters
asked its Florida branch to pay special attention to an underground
paper in Pensacola.
According to the FBI memo, the Fish Cheer posted an
announcement in the LNS internal newsletter that stated the Pensacola underground needed "more responses from other papers
65
66

Ibid.
"Emotive Language," Fish Cheer, issue five, 3; Fish Cheer, issue six, 1. In an article
that appeared in the fifth issue of the Fish Cheer, a writer deconstructedJesse
Earle Bowden's editorial to argue that his use of language, specifically terms
used to describe fecal matter, were just as foul as the curse words expressed
openly in the underground paper. The author claimed that Bowden spoke to
his audience using words that meant the same as the "outhouse" language in
the Fish Cheer. The author concluded, "what Mr. Bowden and many people in
the Pensacola area apparently think is a totally sound editorial is, in many places, an appeal to the conditioned emotion of disgust, an argumentum ad populum." The sixth issue was more direct. Besides the newspaper's ever-changing
masthead, the only words on the cover read "Drugs, Sex, Filth"-essentially
describing the Fish Cheer content, at least according to Bowden.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss1/5

22

Satterwhite: The Gulf Coast Fish Cheer: Radicalism and the Underground Press i

THE

Gulf Coast Fish Cheer

93

and organizations regarding the exchange of papers." Although
the initial report stated that the "Bureau files contain no information identifiable with this publication," this omission would soon
change. 67In Hoover's letter to his Jacksonville agents, the director's
office asked Jacksonville to:
endeavor to obtain copies of captioned publications and
forward same to the Bureau for perusal. .. This periodical
should be reviewed by you to determine if articles, letters
or editorials published in it advocate civil disobedience,
violence or any other type extremist activity, as well as the
printing of material relating to preparation of explosives.
You should also be alert for information of an inflammatory nature which would incite riots or would be of any
security interest to you. 68
With the only exception being that it did not print instructions for
preparing explosives, in the broadest terms, the Fish Cheer certainly
met all of Hoover's criteria for a threat.
To counter this perceived threat, Hoover asked the Jacksonville
office to obtain general information on the publication, its printers, and the paper's circulation. The director's office additionally
wanted to know the paper's source of funding, identities ofleading
activists, and connections with other New Left organizations. The
FBI also wanted to know the Fish Cheer collective's "propensity for
violence" and the "extent of any domestic or foreign subversion." 69
Once collected, Hoover asked that the Jacksonville office report
back on all points as soon as possible.
One aspect that the Jacksonville office investigated was "whether individuals connected with this publication reside [ d] in a communal-type existence." 70 Although the Jacksonville SAC reported
that "there is no indication of any communal-type existence," this
was an interesting oversight on the part of the Jacksonville FBI. 71
Shortly after the FBI launched its investigation into Fish Cheer, the
collective sought a more established location to perform its work.
For the first issues, the collective used a post office box in downtown
67
68
69
70
71
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Pensacola but had no singular office space. For meetings, writing,
and layout, the Fish Cheer collective used the house of one of its
editors before sending each issue to its printer in Havana, Florida.
As the collective expanded, the main writers looked for a larger space for production and possibly communal living. A communal living situation provided the Fish Cheer collective with the ability
to strengthen its ties as writers, activists, and friends. On the other
hand, having most writers in one location gave the authorities an
easy target. A small house, later dubbed The Fish Market, located
in one of Pensacola's older historic districts served both needs.
"At that time," said Patricia Bint, who then went by the name
Magic Pat, "a man named Jack Hoffman (probably not his real
name) breezed into town in his yellow Corvette and was flashing a
lot of money around." 72 Two collective members, including Magic
Pat, met the new man who befriended the other members of the
collective. Bint said that Hoffman told her "that he had come up
from Miami because his grandmother owned a house on Gadsden
Street that needed serious remodeling so that it could go on the
market, and he had volunteered to do the work. He ended up
offering the house to us rent-free and utilities paid in return for us
doing a lot of the work on the house." 73 For the next few weeks, Fish
Cheer collective members spent their hours writing articles, laying
out the next issues, and repairing the old Victorian style house that
became their headquarters.
Bint described Hoffman as a likable, but somewhat strange,
character who wandered into their lives. 'Jack drifted in and out of
the house, partied a lot and got involved with several of the women
and seemed to be a really cool guy to most of us," recalled Bint.
Then, a mysterious incident occurred:
After a few months, he said he had to go back to Miami
for a few weeks. A few days after he left, he called me and
asked me to do a big favor. A really important package had
been sent to him in Pensacola instead of Miami and he
really needed it to be sent down to him there and would I
pick up the package for him at the Post Office? That day,
I had car trouble and couldn't get to the [post office], so
one of the guys who hung around the house ... an old
high-school friend of mine, volunteered to go get it for me.
72
73
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When he arrived at the [post office] and picked up the
box he was immediately arrested by waiting federal agents.
It was a large shipment of drugs. David got convicted on
trumped-up charges and went to prison for a very long time
... there's a small article about him in Issue #17 of the FISH
CHEER.Jack Hoffman was never seen again. 74
Apparently, the house did not belong to Hoffman's grandmother.75 The Fish Cheer subsequently reported on the arrest of
Bint's friend, David. According to the Fish Cheer report, "David was
busted on a possession charge when he went to the post office and
claimed a general delivery package, not addressed to him, containing 400 hits of acid. He was picking it up at the request of an
acquaintance." An Escambia county judge sentenced Bint's high
school friend to two years in state prison. After announcing the
sentence, the judge stared at the defendant and added, "some drug
abusers [deserved to go] to the electric chair and that would end
the abuse." 76 According to Bint, although her friend and Fish Cheer
associate went to prison, she was the actual target and only missed
her friend's fate by chance. "It [the bust] was supposed to happen
to me," said Bint. Since she was not arrested, however, the Fish Cheer
production continued unabated. Despite the strange circumstances surrounding the drug bust, one fact was clear: Jack Hoffman was
not coming back. Nonetheless, the collective still had the keys to
Hoffman's house on 805 East Gadsden Street and now had a home.
The Fish Market was theirs.
Despite the strange circumstances of finding the home on
Gadsden Street, and the very real possibility of government surveillance, the Fish Cheer collective kept the house. With Hoffman
gone, the grandmother story a probable lie, and no known owner,
the collective saw the home as a mysterious gift and, essentially,
squatted the home in Pensacola's Old East Hill District-a fact that
the FBI apparently missed. 77 The collective listed the Fish Market's
74
75

76
77

Ibid.
The Pensacola city directories for 1968-1973 list the address 805 East Gadsden
Street, the home used as a communal space for the Fish Cheer collective, as
vacant property. There were no listings for a 'Jack Hoffman" in any of the
directories. Patricia Bint suspected the whole story was a ruse, but who created the story and sent 'Jack" to the Fish Cheer is unknown. Bint suspectedjack
Hoffman was an undercover intelligence or narcotics agent. While certainly
plausible, there is no way to verify her suspicions.
"David," Fish Cheer, issue seventeen, 7.
The FBI missing the collective living situation of the Fish Cheerpossibly indicates
another agency organized the house and the arrest. Though the collective felt
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address as its headquarters and posted notices for meetings at this
address until the paper ceased production. 78
Whether or not the government simply wanted to gather information on local crimes or to intimidate the activists was unknown
to the collective. Their assumption was that-similar to the FBI's
intimidation campaign against the Civil Rights Movement, the
Black Panther Party, and much of the New Left-an intimidation
campaign was underway. With stories circulating throughout the
underground about sophisticated intelligence programs aimed
at New Left activists, the Fish Cheer collective had reason to be
suspicious.
Though COINTELPRO began in the mid-1950s "to 'disrupt'
and 'neutralize' individuals deemed to be threats to domestic security," the program continued into the early life of the Fish Cheer. 79
On March 8, 1971, "the Citizens Committee to Investigate the FBI
burglarized an FBI office in Media, Pennsylvania, and made off
with thousands of pages of information from classified files." 80 The
stolen files detailed an extensive campaign by the FBI to attack the
New Left, including the underground press. 81 The Washington Post
printed a summary of the files shortly after the break-in. A year

78

79
80
81

the FBI watched them, other local, state, or federal law enforcement agencies
also trailed Pensacola's New Left. The Fish Cheer published numerous short
articles about undercover narcotics agents, including the names and descriptions of some suspected agents. Taking a cue from Allen Ginsberg and his
wish that the counterculture do its own espionage on the very agencies that
spied upon the counterculture, the Fish Cheer collective wanted to create a
state-wide data base of known or suspected undercover agents. One interview
subject spoke of an interview he did for Fish Cheer with an Escambia County
Sheriff's deputy who was a well-known "narc." Unfortunately, the paper shut
down before the interview's publication and the author could not locate his
original copy of the interview.
"Old East Hill," photograph, University of West Florida Historic Collections.
In the photograph files of the UWF Historic Collection's archives, there is a
photo of the Fish Market at 805 East Gadsden Street in Pensacola. The photograph, dated 1974, showed a very dilapidated building that is most likely
uninhabited. The Fish Cheerceased publication in 1971, but most probably, the
remnants of the collective used the house after the paper itself ended.
FBI Memorandum, C.D . Brennan to W.C. Sullivan, May 9, 1968, quoted in
Newton, FBI Encyclopedia, 71.
Jules Boykoff, Beyond Bul'lets: The Suppression of Dissent in the United States (Oakland, CA: AK Press, 2007), 46.
The FBI created COINTELPRO in 1956 with the intent to use clandestine
and unconstitutional means to disrupt targets such as the Communist Party,
Socialist Workers Party and white hate groups. COINTELPRO soon expanded
its reach to attack the Black Panther Party, American Indian Movement, and
anyone else the FBI felt fell under the category "New Left"-including the
underground press.
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later, the underground paper WIN printed the entire FBI dossier,
exposing the depths of the multiple agencies' violations of civil
liberties causing incredible embarrassment throughout the intelligence community. 82
News of the extent to which the government surveillance programs targeted its own citizens only confirmed what many had
already suspected. Within the pages of nearly every issue of the
Fish Cheer are warnings to its readers to be aware of undercover
agents. Incidents of sabotage against New Left organizations and
defiant statements directly challenging the authorities-from the
high school principals to the federal government-permeated
each issue of Fish Cheer.
Despite intimidation efforts, issue number seven-the May Day
issue-struck a particularly defiant tone. The cover of this issue
advertised an upcoming May Day rally at the UWF Free Speech
Zone. The May Day rally featured Jerry Rubin as the headliner
with supporting acts such as the Malcolm X Liberation Front and a
somewhat unknown regional band named the Allman Brothers. 83
The first articles are letters written by active duty resisters stationed
in Pensacola posted beside the publication of a joint peace treaty
between "the people of the United States and the People of South
Vietnam and North Vietnam." 84 The collective also posted a challenge to the principal of Escambia High School for banning Fish
Cheer on campus, along with lengthy articles detailing instances of
racism in the local schools. 85 The back cover featured a picture of
the Viet Cong flag superimposed over the Washington Monument.
Most striking, though, is a small article buried in the middle of this
issue: "An Open Letter to the FBI. "86
Whether or not the Fish Cheer collective knew the extent to
which the FBI investigated, targeted, and infiltrated the American
underground press, their letter suggested an acknowledgement of
the secret war waged against the New Left. The letter is printed
here in its entirety:
We know you want to destroy the local movement and have
already begun to build your files. But we are not afraid.
82
83
84
85
86

"The Complete Collection of Political Documents Ripped-Off from the FBI
Office in Media, PA, March 8, 1971," WIN, March 1972.
Fish Cheer, issue seven, 1.
Ibid., 2-3.
"Intercourse," Fish Cheer, issue seven, 5; "Education and Integration," issue
seven, 6.
"Open Letter to the FBI," Fish Cheer, issue seven, 7.
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Because you are out of it and totally dependent upon
spies, agents, informers, whitemail, napes and cop-outs for
your information. You are culturally, intellectually, politically, economically, and emotionally incapable of getting
close to the action. You need a base in the terrain of someone else's brain. You will have many bases. Oppressed,
exploited, and colonized people are colonized, oppressed,
and exploited on all levels. Intellectually, Politically, Economically, Emotionally, Sexually, and Spiritually we are
oppressed, exploited and colonized. Some of us work for
the pigs. Some of us are pigs. All of us are fucked up. The
oppressed are fucked up for not fighting decisively to end
their own oppression, and the oppressors are fucked up
for resisting the change. But h,ear us, we who you wish to
destroy are a movement of the people's will [and] cannot
be destroyed. We will continue to fight hard against you
and the world of blood you defend and cherish. We are
liberated.
POWER TO THE PEOPLE,
You know who ... 87
The defiant tone of their "Open Letter to the FBI" was the second
article addressed directly to the FBI. Whether the collective knew
it or not, the FBI received their letter.
According to an FBI memorandum on the Fish Cheer, the FBI
used sources at PJC and at UWF to compile intelligence on the
paper and its staff. As many as six redacted sources gave information concerning the publication and distribution of Fish Cheer. Issue
seven in particular caught the attention of the FBI. In the Fish Cheer
dossier, the FBI described the May Day rally at UWF as an "antiwar event" organized "to enlist the people of the Pensacola area to
make the trip to Washington for May Day. "88 The heavily redacted
dossier further suggested the presence of active FBI informants
within the rally's headlining acts, including possibly its organizers.
Furthermore, the FBI focused on a "related article" which read: "If
the government won't stop the war, the people will stop the government- To this end the people of Pensacola are coming together
... as a prelude to a national move to close down the government
87
88

Ibid.
FBI Memorandum by Jacksonville, FBI, "Fish Cheer," September 7, 1971, West
Florida Collection.
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if they refuse to listen to the will of the people and end the war,
end racism, and all oppression." 89 Fortunately for the Pensacola
activist community and the Fish Cheer collective, the FBI acted too
slowly and did not subject the activists to the same treatment as
many of their unfortunate counterparts in the New Left through
COINTELPRO.
Describing the questionable, if not illegal, activities of the
Hoover's COINTELPRO, academic Noam Chomsky wrote thatFBI
provocateurs were engaged in extensive efforts throughout the country to instigate campus violence, disrupt student groups, eliminate radical faculty, and the like, and
FBI agents were, for example, engaged in such actions as
stealing documents from campus groups and burglarizing
the offices of professors supporting them. 90
In his study of FBI involvement in the 1960s anti-war movement,
James Kirkpatrick Davis argued that COINTELPRO went far
beyond the Bureau's traditional role of collecting intelligence "to
secret counterintelligence actions designed to disrupt and neutralize the antiwar movement."91 The FBI used these techniques, initially developed during World War II, to fight an undeclared- and
arguably illegal- war on its own soil throughout the 1960s and
into the first years of the 1970s. Davis wrote, "In a constitutional
context, the FBI circumvented First and Fourth Amendment guarantees and thus exceeded its authority." 92
As for the FBI and its intelligence efforts against the New Left,
the Fish Cheer benefited from timing as much as circumstance.
After activists broke into the FBI office in Media, Pennsylvania, on
March 2, 1971, the FBI realized it could no longer continue with
the counterintelligence program. The subsequent public disclosures about civil liberties violations, including numerous illegal
activities, embarrassed Hoover's organization so much so that on
April 27, 1971, two days before the Bureau opened its Fish Cheer
dossier, Brennan suggested that all COINTELPRO operations be
discontinued. Possibly as a result, the FBI did not subject the Fish
89
90
91
92

Ibid.; "Pensacola Cries May Day, Rubin Comes to Town-:--Yippie!" Fish Cheer,
issue seven, 4.
Noam Chomsky, "Introduction," in Nelson Blackstock, COINTELPRO: The
FBI's Secret War on Political Freedom (New York, NY: Vintage, 1976), 7.
James Kirkpatrick Davis, Assault on the Left: The FBI and the Sixties Antiwar Movement (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1997), 211.
Ibid., 211-212.
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Cheer collective to the excesses of this program. While the discontinuation of COINTELPRO meant a change in FBI tactics, this did
not end its surveillance of the New Left, including-as indicated by
its FBI file-the Fish Cheer. 93
As with many writers in the underground press, the Fish Cheer
collective correctly assumed that the Feds monitored its actions.
About the government's efforts to spy on the Fish Cheer collective,
Bint recalled:

We were very aware that we were being monitored by the
FBI. Their presence was very evident, particularly around
the Fish Market and on campus (again, the shiny black
shoes were a dead giveaway). Sometimes we'd joke about
very radically subversive things when we knew they were
listening just to get their hopes up but we were generally
very careful not to flagrantly break any laws when they
were around. Our policy was not to allow drug use on the
premises at the Fish Market. People who would visit the
Fish Market were sometimes pulled over after they drove
a few blocks away and questioned by the FBI agents and
very often were tailed for a few days afterwards. There was
surprisingly little action from the Pensacola Police Department or the Escambia County Sheriff's office ... I guess
they figured that it was the FBI's job to look after us and
pretty much left us alone. Looking back, this community
was relatively tolerant of our activities and we never felt
that national attention was on our group specifically. 94
Although co-editor Conni Ramey was not aware of specific official
efforts to intimidate the editors or advertisers of the Fish Cheer, she
did remember several other acts of intimidation. Ramey recalled:
Cops didn't bother us much, but there were a few individuals who seemed to want to harass us ... We got shot
upon one night while we were working in the house. Some
people shot through the windows, and that was exciting.

93
94

Ibid. , 207; FBI Memorandum,]. Edgar Hoover to SAC, Jacksonville, April 29,
1971 , West Florida Collection.
Bint, interview by author, March 12, 2012.
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Ramey later recalled another "exciting" instance in which a collective member's van was set on-fire outside the Fish Market. 95 No one
was hurt in either instance, according to Ramey.
While the FBI file on Fish Cheer did not indicate actions such
as these as part of a coordinated federal-to-local intimidation campaign, there is much in the counterintelligence files-on both a
federal and local level-which remains lost to the public. 96 According to Gregg Michel:
southern police departments have been unwilling to
make the records of their Red Squads public or even to
acknowledge the existence of such materials. Of course,
law enforcement agencies' reluctance to open their files to
outsiders is not surprising, especially since such files likely
contain evidence of illegal or unethical actions. 97
Another possibility that helps to explain the cessation of FBI
actions against the Fish Cheer was that the agent in charge of their
case simply misread one article in particular.
According to an FBI memorandum from their Jacksonville
office to Director Hoover dated September 7, 1971:
Issue #14 of the 'Fish Cheer' dated August 14, 1971, carried an article headlined 'Obituary' in which it announced
that the 'Fish Cheer,' born January, 1971, died on August
14, 1971, or sometime thereafter due to public apathy. It
states that the 'Fish Cheer' is ceasing publication because
four or five people can't possibly put out a newspaper by
themselves and they are tired of doing it all alone. 98
The FBI misunderstood this article and failed to recognize the
writer's sarcasm. An article intended to spur action in the Fish
Cheer readership unintentionally closed the FBI file on the paperunbeknownst to the paper's editors. According to the FBI memo:
"Since this publication has ceased publication following issue #14,
this case is being closed by Jacksonville but Jacksonville will remain
95
96

97
98

Ramey, interview by author, September 22, 2001.
I attempted to find surveillance records from the Escambia County Sheriff's
Office and the Pensacola Police Department with no success. The Pensacola
Police Department claimed to possess no intelligence files on the Fish Cheer.
The Escambia County Sheriff's Office claimed that they destroyed all intelligence files dating prior to 1980.
Michel, "Government Repression of the Southern Left," 248 .
FBI Memorandum, SAC Jacksonville to Director J. Edgar Hoover, September
7, 1971, West Florida Collection.
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alert for any attempts to re-establish publication of this or a similar organ." 99 Despite the Jacksonville office's promise to Hoover to
"remain alert" about the Fish Cheer, the FBI let down their guard.
The Fish Cheer continued publication for four more issues after
the FBI closed its file and continued to print as many inflammatory articles as the paper did while under surveillance. At least
concerning the FBI and COINTELPRO, the misunderstood obituary ended the Bureau's investigation of the Fish Cheer and possibly
helped the collective survive.
Though many active participants in the New Left, and the
underground press in particular, found themselves in the middle
of major campaigns of official harassment, intimidation and violence, the Fish Cheer largely avoided this fate. 100 The dates of its
publication, along with a number of events outside of the Fish Cheer
collective's knowledge or control, largely allowed the publication
to continue without a federally organized campaign to destroy the
collective. While the antagonism by the establishment press, harassment of its high school distributors and readers, and the arrest and
imprisonment of one of its members demonstrates that the Fish
Cheer gained unwanted attention, these occurrences alone do not
reveal an organized campaign aimed at disrupting the New Left in
Pensacola. The single greatest event that prevented further intrusions and violations of civil and constitutional rights of the Fish
Cheer collective and the New Left was the exposure of the excesses
of COINTELPRO. Only luck, circumstance, and timing-and in
particular, the illegal break-in that exposed the tactics of the FBI
to the public-allowed publication of the Fish Cheer until the paper
fell apart on its own.
Conclusion

After misreading the Fish Cheer obituary as literal, the FBI officially ended its surveillance of the Pensacola underground paper,
at least as far as their records state. Left out of the FBI file on the
Fish Cheer was the obituary's true intention: a cry for help from a
dying, but not dead, paper. The original "Obituary" continued,
99 Ibid.
100 Michel, "Government Repression of the Southern Left," 235-252. Michel documents federal , state, and local attacks on the Southern Student Organizing
Committee (SSOC), a white activist organization inJackson, Mississippi. Government agents waged an active campaign to intimidate, disrupt and destroy
the SSOC, as well as SSOC's underground paper Kudzu, from its 1964 inception to its demise in 1969.
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"Without a newspaper to tie our thoughts and actions together,
it's going to be hard for anything to get off the ground. So if anybody out there gives a shit, come struggle with us or the struggle is
going to end." 101 While the collective made its call to readers out of
desperation, the Fish Cheer collective was not ready to abandon the
struggle just yet.
By October 1971, the Fish Cheer collective had developed its
underground rag into a solid and professional paper on par with
more established undergrounds. Advertising also had increased
and diversified dramatically from the paper's early issues. The first
issue of Fish Cheerwent to press with only two businesses placing ads
in the paper. By issue seventeen, dozens of advertisements ran from
national, regional, and local businesses. Ads for Abbie Hoffman's
infamous Steal This Book ( 1971) sat between local ads for a Renault
dealership, an incense shop, a waterbed store, and the local pornographic movie theater near the Navy base. A true diversity of local
businesses-a dashiki store, a yacht dealership, and a childcare
facility, for instance-also placed ads within the Fish Cheer.
Despite an increase in advertising revenue and cover price,
the Fish Cheer struggled to keep itself financially afloat. One reader
wrote,
This chick from PJC informed me of your frumpy financial situation & I wanna chuck some of the bread for you.
Don't have the greenies presently but have $35 worth of
promises from kind hearted Fort Walton Beach (wow)
charity funds. I suppose promises don't exactly "ring your
chimes" but give me a couple of weeks & the monetary
provisions should be in your office. 102
Whether or not the reader later sent money is unknown. Unfortunately for the fiscally strapped editors, the envelope contained
only the letter, small notes of encouragement, and poetry-all of
which the editors printed. Another letter lamented the dispiritedness of the staff over its financial troubles: "Good luck with the
paper, we will send money down to help fight the 'apathy' around
Pensacola." 103 Notwithstanding the promises of its readers, the

101 "Obituary," Fish Cheer, issue fourteen, 2.
102 "Letters," Fish Cheer, issue seventeen, 13.
103 Ibid.
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editors continued to relay fiscal difficulties. In an article for prospective volunteers describing the collective's work schedule, a
writer stated:
We have been forced to borrow money lately ($50, $25,
etc.) so we could continue publishing, because our bills
have piled up on us and we are just now getting them paid
off. This is why we don't have a phone now; we got the
bill paid off but we haven't been able to raise the deposit money yet. So for us to continue, we're going to need
help.104
The financial woes of the paper were only one sign that the end was
near. A more pressing issue was the apparent lack of involvement of
the freak community the paper needed to remain vital to the local
counterculture.
In the final issues of Fish Cheer, the number of outside source
articles increasingly took more space as the diversity and quality of
local writing diminished. LNS articles appeared in Fish Cheer that
touched upon the war in Vietnam with specific attention to military
dissenters, corruption in the South Vietnamese elections, and a California referendum against the deployment of the USS Constellation
to Vietnam. Other outside articles featured the recent Attica prison
uprising, drug laws, and news about the larger movement. On the
other hand, Fish Cheer articles focused less on the local movement
and more on issues of public housing, transportation, pollution in
the Gulf of Mexico, vegetarian recipes, and music reviews. While
some of these issues were indeed pressing, they were not necessarily the topics that galvanized the New Left and the underground.
Compared to the first issues, which were vibrant with several local
articles written on topics ranging from war in Vietnam to racism
in Pensacola, the final issues strike a defeated tone. The Fish Cheer
collective members, listed in each issue, remained somewhat sizeable-averaging well over a dozen. Yet another article admitted
that there were "only two of us here [at the Fish Market] on any
kind of regular basis." 105 Further illustrating the quality deficit and
collective fatigue evident within the Fish Cheer, the aforementioned
article discussing financial woes, weary staff, and community apathy was a reprint from the previous issue. Even with these troubling signs, the collective was not ready to admit defeat.
104 "Fish Cheer Work Schedule," Fish Cheer, issue seventeen, 9 .
105 Ibid., 9.
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Although the FBI noted the Fish Cheerissue fourteen faux obituary in their file, the Fish ·Cheer itself printed no notice that the
eighteenth issue was its final publication. Not only did the final
issue print advertisements for subscriptions and information on
bulk distribution for upcoming issues, the staff announced their
plans for future issues. Among the upcoming issues in the planning
stages, as of November 1971, were a full-color comic issue, "localized pollution issue," and a literary issue soon to follow with "poetry,
short stories, weird scribblings [sic], a short novel and maybe even
a serialized novel, if one of you good people out there can crank
it out." 106 Unfortunately for any subscribers, these issues never saw
publication. The very last notices printed in Fish Cheer were for
the Students for Civil Liberties meeting at PJC, an announcement
for regional anti-war rallies, a meeting of Pensacola Women's Liberation at the Fish Market, and another "for those interested in
working in the McGovern campaign." There is even a small advertisement for the next Fish Cheer collective meeting at the Fish Market: "Come by, bring a little food and criticize the old issue, help
us plan the new one." Whether or not this meeting occurred is not
recorded, but no new issue of the Fish Cheer hit the streets.
The end of the Fish Cheer was not radically different from other
underground publications of the era. Abe Peck, a writer and editor
for The Chicago Seed, described the evolution of his paper:
You had the initial flush of, 'Wow, there's other people
just like us. We're gonna write about it, and we're gonna
bear witness.' And also not just write ... but 'We're gonna
express this stuff, then we're going to be increasingly conscious about it.
Peck continued, "The paper was a bell curve: it started small, got
pretty big, then it was the end. By 1972 or 1973, it was really just a
couple of guys and an office full of dogs and dog crap." 107 Minus
the dogs, the history of Fish Cheer was similar. Jeff Shera Nightbyrd
of Rat Subterranean News argued that,
the underground press fails toward the end of the Sixties,
early 1970s because it no longer reflected its own communities, and it started taking on a dull and boring rhetoric
106 Ibid., issue eighteen, 15.
107 Abe Peck and Jeff Shero Nightbyrd, "People Burn Out, and People Burned
Out," in On the Ground: An illustrated Anecdotal History of the Sixties Underground
Press in the US., ed. Sean Steward (Oakland, CA: PM Press, 2011), 164-165.
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that wasn't the imagination that made the underground
press attractive in the first place. 108
While the Sixties era political rhetoric is certainly present within
the last issues of the Fish Cheer, this alone does little to explain the
end of the paper.
Though the collective faced numerous difficulties, there was
not one major contributing factor which adequately explains the
Fish Cheer's demise. The end is spelled out with a series of factors,
all contributing to the quiet finale. The paper exploded into the
Pensacola counterculture with much fanfare and was even greeted
with its own derisive editorial in the establishment paper within
days of its first publication-a compliment in some circles. By
issue three, the Fish Cheer collective suspected FBI surveillance and
police involvement, possibly adding an element of importance and
excitement to their work. This exhilaration changed to paranoia
when the police arrested one of its members in a drug bust the collective assumed was part of a law enforcement set-up. The inroads
the collective hoped to maintain with Pensacola's minority community never quite materialized further than surface contact and general support for the local civil rights and black power movements.
Adding to the collective disillusionment were a series of political
and personal issues which left the group somewhat demoralized
and without a specific mission to carry on through difficult times.
Ramey summarized the Fish Cheer demise as part of a natural progression of those living through the era and their youth.
According to Ramey:
The focus of why we were doing [the paper] really came
to an end and everyone headed off in their own direction.
People got jobs, got married. It was natural. I don't think it
was any one event that [ended the paper]. I don't think it
was money. It was just suddenly everyone started going in
different directions, and only one or two people wanted to
continue with [Fish Cheer]. I was still hanging around town
[but] when the Fish Cheer ended, I did just what I did for a
long time-worked and went to school. 109
Bint held similar beliefs as to the end of Fish Cheer. While Bint felt
that personal relationships played a role in the abrupt conclusion
108 Ibid.,164.
109 Ramey, interview by author, September 22, 2001.
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of the paper, other factors contributed. She argued that the paper's
end came because of the original collective's insularity. Bint said,
"we really hadn't gained much in the way of 'new blood' involved
in the paper during the time it was published, so the loss of so
many members of the original group didn't leave us with enough
people to carry on the work." 110 Issue eighteen, with all of its hopes
and promises, was the last issue of Fish Cheer.
Ultimately, the youthful passion that drove the paper from concept into reality proved difficult to sustain. The collective, which
originally began as a small group of friends intent on activating the
Pensacola freak community, translated its activism into a journalistic endeavor. As a part of the underground press movement, the Fish
Cheer stood as a challenge to the dominant conservative voices in
Pensacola, both in the establishment press and in the broader community. Though the collective survived several attempts to crush its
endeavors and end its participation in the larger movement, the
struggles of maintaining a functioning newspaper-along with the
conflicted interpersonal dynamics and frustrations with their community-ultimately overtook their efforts. Nonetheless, the story
of the Fish Cheer suggests a fairly strong New Left community in
Pensacola, helping to connect the distinctive southern Sixties radicalism of the Civil Rights era with the post-COINTELPRO "Long
Sixites" of the 1970s and beyond. 111

llO Bint, e-mail to author, September 10, 2013.
111 As the "Sixties" are often understood to be a radical decade that ends with
events of 1968 and 1969, the "Long Sixties" is a term to describe the growing
radical movements beginning before the 1960s and going well past 1970.
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