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Glenn Cunningham ... a legend you never heard about 
Dave Meadows 
OUT OF BOUNDS 

Some people were born to be champions; others 
have to work long and hard in order to make it 
to the top of the heap and stay there. 

Glenn Cunningham, a man of whom I'm sure most 
of you have probably never heard, was a tnie champion 
in every sense of the word., Cunningham was a track 
and field specialist during the late 1930s and early' 40s, 
during which time he was a dominant miler. 

Although he once held the world record in the mile 
run, Cunningham never ran a sub-four-minute mile 
himself; his best time, if my memory serves me cor
rectly, was 4:04. He did predict, however, that the four
minute barrier would someday fall. Everyone laughed. 

Cunningham's best time in the mile probably 
would not even place him in the top 1,000 among 
contemporary milers; if, 'in fact, Cunningham were 
to compete against today's fleeter, swifter athletes, 
he would most likely finish some 20 seconds back of 
the first-place contestant. 

Sure, you say, Cunningham may have been a cham
pion in his day; but that was more than a generation 
ago. Compared to the likes of Carl Lewis or any other 
runner of our generation, he would be as slow as 
molasses flowing uphill in January. Why make such a 
big deal about him now? 

Let n,.e repeat that Glenn Cunningham was a true 

champion in every sense of the word; a champion in 
character, as well as competition, from the days of 
his youth until long after his retirement from com
petitive foot racing. 

Cunningham's success in his chosen sport may 
well havebeen a credit to his intestinal fortitude; but 
the fact that he could even walk at all was nothing 
short of a miracle. 

As a youngster, Cunningham received his educa
tion in a small, one-room schoolhouse. He and his 
older brother, Floyd, would get up early every morn
ing during the winter months and race to the school
house to light the kerosene stove before the other 
children arrived. 

One cold morning as Floyd was refueling the 
stove, the kerosene ignited and the stove exploded; 
the schoolhouse caught fire as a result of the acci
dent. Floyd perished in the blaze and Glenn's legs 
were severely burned. 

So badly charred were his flesh and muscles that the 
attending physicians said that Glenn would probably 
never walk again; at best, they said, he would be 
crippled for the rest of°his natural life. 

The doctors, however, had underestimated Glenn 
Cunningham. 

Unable to walk, young Glenn was confined to his bed 
where he spent the ensuing months in painful recovery. 
His sympathetic parents would constantly massage his 
crippled legs in an effort to alleviate his pain. 

Those massages, though, proved to have a therapeu-

tic effect as young Glenn's damaged leg muscles soon 
began to redevelop and his charred skin, though notice
ably scarred, started to heal. 

Within less than two years following his terrible 
accident, Glenn gradually began walking again. You 
can bet that he walked very slowly at first; but he soon 
began to pick up speed. Then he picked up even more 
speed. And more and more speed. 

Glenn hadn't felt the wind in his face since that cold, 
tragic morning that he and Floyd had last raced to the 
small, one-room schoolhouse. 

Though Floyd was no longer around to spur him on, 
Glenn still liked to run; and run he did. 

Cunningham may not have been as swift afoot as the 
athletes of the '90s, but his heart was every bit as big
if not bigger. 

Following his retirement from sports, Cunningham 
and his wife owned and operated a Texas youth ranch 
where runaways, troubled teenagers and youth-at-risk 
were -taken in, taught self-respect, respect for their 
fellow human beings and how to live a better way oflife. 
The Cunninghams taught youngsters, who had seem
ingly nothing going for them, how to be champions in 
the game of life. 

Glenn Cunningham was a champion's champion; 
not only in the mile race, but in the human race as well. 

Oh yes, one more thought. In May of 1954, Roger 
Bannister of Great Britain ran the mile in 3:59.4, thus 
fulfilling Cunningham's prophecy concerning the four
minute barrier. No one laughed . 
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Tony Mamllia attempts to break up a double play by sliding hard into sec
ond. Mani Ilia and the runner to first were called out. <Chartes 1<. MorrowtFuruRE) 

Fighting Knights lose 
two to W. Kentucky 
by Jason Lesko 
STAFF REPORTER 

UCFs baseball squad played the role of 
graceful host this weekend, allowing the 
UniversityofWestemKentucky Hilltoppers 
(17-9, 3-6) to take two out of three games. 

The main emphasis should be on al
lowed, as the Knights (25-12, 5-6) commit
ted 10 errors during the three-game set 

"It seemed like we didn'tcomeouttoplay 
Friday and Saturday and that's the bottom 
line," pitching coach Mike Maack said 

'That wasn't us. It's not the way we 
usually play, and we oouldn't get anything 
done at all," freshman center fielder Tony · 
Marrillia said. 

Head coach Jay Bergman couldn't offer 
explanations to the lackadaisical play ofhis 
team and said, "We played poorly. There 
are no excuses, and no way to explain it" 

The Knights dropped the first game 
Friday night, 7-4, then fell Saturday 10-
7 and won Sunday in the bottom of the 
13th inning as left fielder Brett Barker 
leaned into a pitch with the bases loaded, 
walking in the winning run to give 
UCF a 4-3 win. 

"I didn't lean into it, I just turned my 
shoulder and the ball hit me," Barker said. 

He was the leading hitter for the 
Knights throughout the series, going 4-
11 at the plate with four runs batted in, 
two runs scored and was hit three times 
by the pitcher during the third game. 

Barker, who was drafted by the 
.Toronto Bluejays and the New York 
Yankees, led the team in bases-on-balls 
last year, drawing60, to help his on-base 

· percentage of .485. 
.. While the Knights played uncharac
teristically poor at the plate and on de-

fense, they left the weekend with one 
bright spot - the pitching staff. The 
"Guns," as they have commonly been 
called, remained strong as each pitcher 
gave strong performances. 

Hard throwing righthander Joe 
Wagner was given the ball Friday night 
and threw six solid innings allowing only 
five runs, two of which were earned. He 
struck out six in a losing effort. 

Relief ace Brian Huie threw the final 
innings, giving up two runs on two hits. 

The game was marked by UCFs five 
errors, which cost the Knights five runs 
and the game. Despite jumping off to a 3-
1 first-inning lead, the Knights oouldn't 
hold on. Offensively UCF was led by 
right.fielder Chad Mottola, who went 2-4 
with two runs batted in and a stolen base. 

Losing pitcher Jules Van Landuyt, 
the Knights' most consistent pitcher this 
season, threw six innings and surren
dered six hits, eight runs, four of which 
were earned, and struck out five. 

Four of those runs were scored during 
the fifth inning. Freshman Mike Halperin 
came in for relief duty giving, up four hits 
and one earned run in the eight inning in 
three innings of work. 

The first three hitters in the 
Hilltoppers line-up were the villains, go
ing a combined 6-10, scoring eight runs 
while driving in two runs. · 

Knight mound ace Jimmy Still had a 
strong outing, throwing eight innings 
while only giving up two earned runs on 
seven hits. "The key today was Still, who 
was able to hold them," Maack said. 

The Knights play host to Stetson on 
Wednesday and then are off to Mobile to 
take on conference rival University of 
South Alabama. 

Fourth annual Greek Gloves packs plenty of punch 
Pi Kappa Alpha takes boxing championship 
by Ron Carmi 
CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE 

It may sound strange that a regional 
National Kidney Foundation chairman, an 
ex-heavyweight champion of the world and 
an entire Greek campus would be hanging 
out together for an evening. 

But it actually couldn't have been more 
fitting as the fourth annual Greek Gloves 
boxing competition took place lastFridayin 
the UCF Arena 

Ex-champ Pinklon'lbomas was on hand 
along with the bulk of Greek Organization 
at UCF to enjoy Greek Gloves IV. 

Organized by Lamba Chi Alpha Fra
ternity, the boxing event is put together to 
benefit charities. 

Maureen Michael of the National Kid
ney Foundation was enthusiastic of the 
efforts put out by LXA 

"We're happy to be the beneficiaiy orga
nization this year. We hope to increase 
exposure through events like this," she said. 
Steve Lockwood, the Greek Gloves Chair

man, was responsible for putting the event 
together with help from co-Chairman Doug 
Mathews and Mike Hinn. 

"Fifty percent of the earnings go to the 
National Kidney Foundation, a portion will 
be used to cover expenses and the rest will 
be donated to the J. Todd Miller Fund via 
Speedy printing," Doug Mathews said. 
"We're expecting to donate $3,000." 

The matches were divided up into 7 
weight classes, rangingfromfeatherweight 
(132-139)toheavyweight(200+ ). 'lbenight's 
activities started out with Mike Mobay of 
SPE getting the better of Reed Knowlton of 
LXA, as he landed a vicious left hook in the 
3rd round to end the bout 

The crowd then saw JeffDarpa of SPE 
and Jeff Pezzuti of AKAK square off next, 
where DarpadestroyedPe'LZUti in the battle 
of the Jeff's with a TKO in the first round. 

There were three fights in the 148-156 
weight class, the most exiting of which was 
thematch-upofVicRiveraofSXandGeorge 
MellizaofATO. Melliza came out throwing 
a barrage ofbooksand uppercuts in the first 
round and kept the intensity throughout 
the match. Rivera capitalized whenever 
Melliza left his body open, throwing effec
tive leftjabs and combinations. The strat
egy earned him a unanimous decision. 

"I wanted to feel him out in the first 
round and then come out aggressively in 
the second and third rounds," Rivera said. 

Otherfightsin this weightclassincluded 
Brady Shutes representingSPE and Danny 
Tataris of PKA engaging in a slugfest and 
Denny Voyles of LXA locking horns with 
PSE's Mark Matovina Tataris, with 
Pinklon Thomas giving tips in his comer, 
came out the victor. Voyles gave LXA their 
first victory of the night, winningin a unani-
mous decision. / 

The next weight class saw LXA's Jon 

Zeke Zucaro (left) of Sigma Chi defeats John Grane of Lambda Chi 
Alpha in the heavyweight division. (Charles K. Morrow/FUTURE) 

Machules beat up on Leo Richolson and had won his previous two Greek Gloves 
AKAKs Carl Boyett III get the win over outings, faced Joey Didona, LXA's team 
ATO's Dean Cwnmings. captain who fought and won two years ago 

As one would expect, the higher it went when the event was in its second year. 
in weight class, the more power to the Both fighters got effective punches on 
punch. Tommy Gates of PKA proved this each other throughout the match, but 
statement to be true as he annihilated Scott Gunderclearlywastheaggressorandscored 
SzurgotofATO,scoringaKOinthefirst15 a unanimous decision, winning all three 
seconds of the first round Henry Heim of rounds. 
SPE continued his Greek Gloves' unbeaten Gunder credits his victory on mental 
streakashebumpedAKAK'sToddDudash. toughness, a diet of fruit and pasta and 

The most anticipated bout of the night most importantly a well executed plan. 
took place as the show moved int.o the 179- "I know that he's got a reach advantage 
200weightclass. TravisGunderofSX, who GLOVES continued page 14 
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