[bookmark: _j0mztbgm900v]UCF PEGASUS PLAN - 3rd Grade - The Constitution
Giulietta Wetzel, Julia Cusack, Elizabeth Pauly, and Shakira Reeves

[bookmark: _oeeubt7mhxw4]National Council for SS Themes:
	Power, Authority, and Governance

	Civic Ideals and Practices



[bookmark: _wyhvkkxgmbyh]Social Studies Standards:
	SS.3.CG.1.1     Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes the purpose and fulfills the need for government.

	SS.3.CG.3.1     Explain how the U.S. and Florida Constitutions establish the structure, function, powers, and limits of government.

	SS.3.CG.3.2     Recognize that government has local, state, and national levels.



[bookmark: _szkc46l9h5gm]B.E.S.T. Standards:
	ELA.3.C.4.1     Conduct research to answer a question, organizing information 
about the topic from multiple sources.

	ELA.3.R.2.3     Explain the development of an author's purpose in an informational text.



[bookmark: _7rmplp5pdv9]Unit Goal:
	The student will
	be able to identify the structure, power, and limits of government given by the federal and state constitutions.



[bookmark: _nqtn2n57dn3]Unit Scale:
	4 …and can teach it.
	The student will identify the structure, power, and limits of government given by the Constitution (US and FL) and teach it to others.

	*3 (Mastery) I can 
	The student will identify the structure, power, and limits of government given by the Constitution (US and FL).

	2  With support,
	The student can partially identify some of the structure, power, and limits of government given by the Constitution (US or FL).

	1 …yet.
	The student cannot identify the structure, power, and limits of government given by the constitution (US or FL), yet.


[bookmark: _avb2hn10nyxa]UDL Principles: UDL Website
	UDL 9.1 Engagement - Self Regulation: Promote expectations and beliefs that optimize motivation. 

	UDL 4.1 Action & Expression - Physical Action: Vary the methods for response and navigation.

	UDL 3.1 Representation - Comprehension: Activate or supply background knowledge (3.1)



[bookmark: _3cpjywzawu1]ESOL Strategies: ESOL Resources
	ESOL 4: Link lesson topic to students’ prior knowledge

	ESOL 15: Reinforce the key ideas you present again and again

	ESOL 23: Structure advance organizers consisting for new terminology that learners will encounter in the new lesson vocabulary to be reviewed.


[bookmark: _gvh8wv913o6s]
[bookmark: _3509gs5f7yjq]Technology: ISTE Standards for Teachers 
	2.4.d Demonstrate Cultural Competency: Demonstrate cultural competency when communicating with students, parents, and colleagues, and interact with them as co-collaborators in student learning.

	2.5.b Design Authentic Learning Activities: Design authentic learning activities that align with content area standards and use digital tools and resources to maximize active, deep learning.

	2.6.b Foster Classroom Management of Tech: Manage the use of technology and student learning strategies in digital platforms, virtual environments, hands-on maker spaces, and in the field.



[bookmark: _635rjx7o83bz]Unit Outline:
	Day 1:
	View the Detailed Day 1 Lesson Plan What is the Constitution? (Giulietta Wetzel, Shakira Reeves, Elizabeth Pauly, and Julia Cusack)

	Day 2:
	Who Wrote the Constitution and Why The Constitution Was Written? (Shakira Reeves)

	Day 3:
	The U.S. Government: 3 Branches of Federal Government (Shakira Reeves)

	Day 4:
	 Legislative Branch: How are Laws Made?  (Elizabeth Pauly) 

	Day 5:
	Executive Branch: Who’s in charge? (Elizabeth Pauly) 

	Day 6:
	Judicial Branch: Is the law constitutional? Review with Hula Hoop Game  (Elizabeth Pauly) 

	Day 7:
	Review & Checks and Balances  (Giulietta Wetzel) 

	Day 8:
	Florida Constitution (Giulietta Wetzel) 

	Day 9:
	Florida Government (Giulietta Wetzel)

	Day 10:
	U.S. Constitution vs. Florida Constitution (Julia Cusack)

	Day 11:
	Limits of Florida State Government (Julia Cusack)

	Day 12:
	Local Government Basics and Structure (Julia Cusack) 

	Day 13:
	The Roles of Government Services, and People  (Giulietta Wetzel)

	Day 14:
	Simulation Democracy: How the Governments Work Together To Represent The People (Giulietta Wetzel)

	Day 15:
	Review and Post Assessment Using A Blooket Post Assessment Activity (Everyone) 




[bookmark: _kztkprhn0wip]Unit Plan: Grade 3, The Constitution, Powers & Branches of Government  - Civics
	[bookmark: _yryj2q31fs8a]Days 1-3: Lesson Title(s)
Day 1: What is The Constitution?
Day 2: Who Wrote the Constitution and Why The Constitution Was Written?
Day 3: The U.S. Government: 3 Branches of Government 

	UNIT Learning Goals  A learning goal describes what students should be able to DO by the end of the unit.

	· Students will be able to identify and explain what The Constitution is.
· Students will be able to identify who wrote The Constitution and why it was written.

	Essential Question(s) Students should be able to answer these questions by the end of the lesson to demonstrate their conceptual understanding of new concepts.

	· What can U.S. citizens do to form a more perfect union?
· Why did the Founding Fathers create The Constitution?
· How was the creation of The Constitution beneficial for the people/we the people?



	FL State Academic Standards
SS. Benchmarks
	 

	SS.3.CG.1.1
	Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes the purpose and fulfills the need for government. 

	SS.3.CG.1.2
	Describe how the U.S. government gains its power from the people.

	SS.3.CG.3.1
	Explain how the U.S. and Florida Constitutions establish the structure, functions, powers, and limits of government.



	B.E.S.T. ELA Connections
	

	ELA.3.R.2.3
	 Explain the development of an author's purpose in an informational text.

	ELA.3.V.1.1
	Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing.  

	ELA.3.R.3.2
	Summarize a text to enhance comprehension
 b. Use the central idea and relevant details for an informational text.



	Options for Assessment

	Assessment(s) 
· Teacher Observation 
· Assess students' prior knowledge by beginning the K(now) and W(onder) portions of the KWL chart before completing the Blooket related to the unit. Link to KWL: KWL Elementary
· Teacher will make note of students' initial knowledge and monitor as the unit progresses. 
· Teacher Questioning 
· When was The Constitution written and by whom?
· Who is responsible for forming a perfect democracy?
· Which branch of government does The Constitution fall under? 
Alternative Assessment:
Learning confidence scale at the end of each lesson to determine student comprehension and confidence of material being learned. https://www.canva.com/design/DAGDvm7PBRk/EXohxzuleDhTrVDqDtiTAg/edit?utm_content=DAGDvm7PBRk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
[image: Learning Confidence scale]

	Vocabulary  (add the academic vocabulary you will teach for maximum comprehension)

	· Preamble- A preamble is an introductory statement or preliminary explanation in a document, stating its purpose, aims, or guiding principles.
· The Constitution- The Constitution refers to a set of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which a state or other organization is governed. In the context of the United States, it specifically refers to the supreme law of the United States, which was adopted in 1787 and consists of seven articles.
· Democracy-  is a system of government in which the citizens exercise power by voting. It is characterized by majority rule, protection of individual rights and freedoms, and the rule of law.
· Principles- refer to fundamental truths or beliefs that serve as the foundation for a system of thought or behavior. They guide actions, decisions, and judgments.

· *We The People*-  is the introductory phrase of the Preamble to the United States Constitution. It emphasizes the idea that the government's authority and power come from the people.
· General welfare-  refers to the well-being and prosperity of the community as a whole. In the context of the United States Constitution, the phrase "promote the General Welfare" is found in the Preamble and suggests that the government should work for the benefit of all its citizens.
· Founding Fathers-  refers to the individuals who played a significant role in the American Revolution and the drafting of the United States Constitution. They include figures like George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and James Madison, among others.

· Land of Liberty-  is a phrase used to describe the United States, emphasizing the country's commitment to freedom, individual rights, and democratic values.
· Branches of Government (Legislative, Judicial, Executive)- The branches of government refer to the three main divisions of government in the United States, each with its distinct powers and responsibilities:
· Legislative: Responsible for making laws. It consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate (Congress).
· Judicial: Responsible for interpreting laws and administering justice. It consists of the Supreme Court and other federal courts.
· Executive: Responsible for enforcing laws and managing the day-to-day operations of the government. It consists of the President, Vice President, and the Cabinet.




	Instructional Guide
	
	

	Focus
	Pacing*
	Instructional Sequence

	Preview/Motivate

Group 4 Slides Grade 3 CG The Constitution SP24

The SchoolHouse Rock Video of the Preamble Schoolhouse Rock! The Preamble

Classroom Activity Slideshow - Preview slides
	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Connect to prior knowledge. Have students complete the K (know) and W(want to know) portions of the KWL chart, before beginning the prepared lesson.
Day 1 (Slide #3):   What is The Constitution? 
Before the video, the teacher will tell students to look out for certain terms. While viewing this video, make a note of the dates and key terms, such as The Constitution, Preamble, Founding Fathers, Land of Liberty, and general welfare. During the video, “We The People”Schoolhouse Rock! The Preamble, will be mentioned and shown a few times. Have students think about what that phrase means to them and how they live by it daily. Brief discussion with their neighbors During the video, the teacher will pause at key points to monitor comprehension by asking questions. Students will need to take notes when the teacher pauses the video.

Day 2 (Slide #4):  Who Wrote the Constitution and Why The Constitution Was Written?
Teacher will pass out a sticky note to each student, display Founding Fathers picture,  and pose question: Who are these men pictured and what do you think they were responsible for? Teacher will allow students to share and discuss thoughts before lesson.
[image: Founding Father's image]

Day 3 (Slide #5):  The U.S. Government: 3 Branches of Government 
Teacher will engage students by having students create a thought bubble about their prior knowledge of government, and what rules students would create in their government. Teacher will then play song U.S. Branches of Government Song - Citizenship Course by Learning Upgrade to give preview of lesson and spark students interest.

	Vocabulary



Classroom Activity Slideshow - 
	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Develop key vocabulary. Introduce key terms: Preamble, The Constitution, Democracy, Principles, *We The People*, General welfare, Founding Fathers, Land of Liberty, Branches of Government (Legislative, Judicial, Executive)(slide number 2)
Day 1 (Slide #3)  - What is The Constitution?
· Introduce the vocabulary words in the lesson: Preamble, The Constitution,*We The People* Democracy, General welfare, Land of Liberty.Students will Choose a vocabulary word, review definition, and incorporate it in a short story to share aloud.
· Example below:[image: The  teachers writing sample, of using 1 vocabulary word in a short story. Day 1 vocabulary activity of the unit plan]
Day 2 (Slide #4) - Who Wrote the Constitution and Why The Constitution Was Written? 
· Introduce the vocabulary word:Founding Fathers. Teacher will pass out a crossword puzzle worksheet to students to practice new vocabulary words. Example below (Teacher Key):
· [image: Teacher sample of a crossword puzzle with details about the founding fathers. ]
Day 3 (Slide #5) - The U.S. Government: 3 Branches of Government 
· Introduce the vocabulary:Branches of Government (Legislative, Judicial, Executive). Teacher will present a review of the units vocabulary words using Flash and Flip. Teacher will “flash” a vocabulary definition using digital board, and students will use an index card to write down vocabulary words associated with definition and turn their card over. Teacher will gently shout “flip” and students will reveal their answer. Teacher will be able to assess vocabulary comprehension based on this strategy and review as necessary.  Example Below:
· [image: A green note with black writing on it. Teacher sample of the flash and flip vocabulary activity.][image: A green note with black writing on it. Example response to the teacher sample of the flash and flip vocabulary activity.]

	Procedures



Classroom Activity Slideshow - Hands-On Activity slides

	45 Minutes 

(15 minutes each day)
	Day 1 (Slide #3) - What is The Constitution?
1.  Teacher will start the lesson with a probing question to assess prior knowledge: Who knows what The Constitution is? 

2. The teacher will pass out KWL materials so students can fill out the “k” and “w” portions of the chart. Students will then answer and share their thoughts with the class.

3. Read aloud: We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow. Model good reading behavior and speak with excitement for students to be excited for the lesson.

4. Google slideshow will be displayed on the board to begin day one of learning about The Constitution. The teacher will begin the lesson by defining The Constitution and its significance to the United States' history. 
5. Students will revisit vocabulary introduced from the “We The People'' video presented by SchoolHouse Rock. Vocabulary will be displayed on the white board or digital board.
6. - *Mentimeter Review* Grade 3,The Constitution, Powers & Branches of Government - Mentimeter
[image: A qr code on a white background, that takes viewer to the Mentimeter review presentation.]


Day 2 (Slide #4) - Who Wrote the Constitution and Why The Constitution Was Written?
1. Teacher will begin lesson by asking students to name a few facts about The Constitution.
2.  Hold a brief discussion about the basic principles of the Constitution and introduce the Founding Fathers and explain their contributions. (George Washington, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton.)
3.  Have students divide into groups of 5 and give each student a pocket Constitution. 
4. Students will work as a group to create their own mini-constitution on chart paper to showcase in the classroom once completed.
5.  Teacher will provide students with key elements that will need to be included in their constitution. Such as rights of citizens, rules of behavior, and responsibilities of leaders.
6. Teams will present their well constructed constitutions and roles they played contributing to the process.
7. Teacher will regroup students and review the Founding Fathers and their contributions. Students will number and fill out sticky note according to which Founding Father fact interested them the most. 
Day 3 (Slide #5) - The U.S. Government: 3 Branches of Government 
1. Begin the lesson by asking students what they know about the government. Discuss the roles of leaders in the government and introduce the concept of the three branches of government.
2. Divide the class into three groups, assigning each group a branch of the government to research. Provide students with resources such as books, websites, and videos to help them learn about their assigned branch.Suggested Books and Websites
3. In their groups, students will create a poster for their assigned branch using the materials provided. They should include pictures or symbols that represent their branch and key information about its purpose and responsibilities.
4. Teacher will let each group present their poster to the class. As they present, guide a discussion about the purpose of each branch and how they work together to make decisions for the country.

5. Students will work together to determine a scenario each branch would be involved in making a decision.
6. Teacher will ask students questions based off aligned standards:
· What mechanisms are in place to ensure that power is balanced among the branches?
· Why is it important for the branches to work together, and what are the potential consequences if they do not cooperate effectively?
· How do the three branches of government collaborate to make decisions for the country?


	Wrap-Up


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 1  (Slide #3) - What is The Constitution?
1. Read the summary of the lesson. Ask students to share their responses to the lesson’s Essential Question: What can The Constitution teach us? Students will add to the L portion of KWL. 
Alternative Assessment: Teacher will use learning scale to measure students confidence of topic, and will revisit anything that is in question.

Day 2 (Slide #4) - Who Wrote the Constitution and Why The Constitution Was Written?
· Discuss with the students the importance of the Constitution and why it was created. Emphasize the idea of creating a fair and just government that protects the rights of its citizens. Have students write a reflection on what they have learned and how it relates to their own lives. Students will add to the L portion of KWL. 
· Alternative Assessment: Teacher will use learning scale to measure students confidence of topic, and will revisit anything that is in question.

Day 3 (Slide #5) - The U.S. Government: 3 Branches of Government 
· Review the key concepts learned about the three branches of government. Ask students to reflect on how the importance of branches working together to ensure a balanced government. Students will add to the L portion of KWL. 
· Alternative Assessment: Teacher will use learning scale to measure students confidence of topic, and will revisit anything that is in question.

	Remediation
*This would happen during small group instruction at some other time during your day, possibly during ELA.
	20 minutes
(Daily - based on need TBD)
	Options for remediation:
· Assign each group one Constitution Challenge. Tell students they will be responsible for presenting the question, answering it, and sharing a fun fact. 
· Review who the Founding Father’s were and their contributions to creating The Constitution. Have students collaborate to create a set of rules for the classroom. Allow students to reflect on how working together benefits our country and their everyday lives.
· During small group instruction have students play, “Branches of Government Sorting Game”. Students will be given flashcards that details branches roles, and will sort appropriately under each of the three branches of government. 



	Closure (include assessments noted above here if applicable)

	Students will choose one thing they learned (using the L section from their KWL) during this unit that particularly stood out to them. It could be something about The Constitution, its creators, or the branches of government. Students will write a reflective paragraph explaining why this concept is important and how it impacts their understanding of citizenship and government. Students will connect your reflection to at least one specific example or scenario from your own experiences or observations.
 Students will consider the following questions in their reflection:
· How does this knowledge change your perspective on the role of government in society?
· In what ways do you see the principles of The Constitution reflected in your own life or community?
· What responsibilities do you believe citizens have in upholding the principles outlined in The Constitution?
 



	Materials (list and link ALL materials here)

	· Pocket Size Constitution
· Posters
· Sticky Notes
· Teacher Laptop/Ipad for Presentation 
· Link to Presentation For Unit: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KjRNzf1nWE6cvDBQzUUaBz87VTqrVLh4QKIhqR2i1ao/edit?usp=sharing 
· American Flag Artifact
· Technology Device for Blooket (Student School iPad) 
· Pencil/Pen 
· SchoolHouse Rock Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_NzZvdsbWI 
· We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States: Catrow, David, Catrow, David: 9780142402764: Amazon.com: Books
· Link to where the data tracking sheet was found: https://jenniferfindley.com/data-tracking-forms-free/ 
· Link to where the KWL formative assessment chart was found: https://practices.learningaccelerator.org/strategies/know-wonder-learn-kwl-chart 
· Unit Presentation: Group 4 Slides Grade 3 CG The Constitution SP24  


*Suggested pacing is provided for each part - individual student/classroom needs may differ*

[bookmark: _jzwh6vm0fy8c]
	[bookmark: _1m8l8x928cgs]
[bookmark: _dm7nrfnzig9d]Days 4-6: Lesson(s) Title
Day 4: Federal Government Legislative Branch: How are the laws made?
Day 5: Federal Government Executive Branch: Who’s in charge? 
Day 6: Federal Government Judicial Branch: Is the law constitutional? 

	UNIT Learning Goals  A learning goal describes what students should be able to DO by the end of the unit.

	· Students will be able to explain how the US Constitution provides the structure for the 3 branches of the Federal Government.
· Students will be able to identify the 3 branches of the Federal Government and their functions.

	Essential Question(s) Students should be able to answer these questions by the end of the lesson to demonstrate their conceptual understanding of new concepts.

	· What are the three branches of government?
· What can each branch of the federal government do? 
· Why did the writers of the U.S. Constitution think it is important to have 3 branches of government? 
· How was the U.S.Constitution important in setting up the structure of the federal government? 



	FL State Academic Standards
SS. Benchmarks
	 

	SS.3.CG.1.1
	Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes the purpose and fulfills the need for government. 

	SS.3.CG.3.1
	Explain how the U.S. and Florida Constitutions establish the structure, functions, powers, and limits of government. (Specifically the U.S. Constitution for these days) 



	B.E.S.T. ELA Connections
	 

	ELA.3.C.4.1
	Conduct research to answer a question, organizing information about the topic from multiple sources. 

	ELA.3.V.1.1
	Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing. 

	ELA.3.R.3.2
	Summarize a text to enhance comprehension
 b. Use the central idea and relevant details for an informational text. 



	Options for Assessment

	Assessment(s) 
· Teacher Observation - 
Teacher will use the K(Know) and W(Wonder) portion of the KWL chart to monitor prior knowledge and information learned throughout the unit. Students will fill this out at the beginning of the 3 day period during the Procedure portion on Day 4. 
Link to KWL: 
KWL Elementary 
Teacher will monitor student progress throughout lessons. Students will fill out the L(Learned) portion of the KWL Chart at the end of the 3 day period. Students will write what they learned from day 4, day 5, and day 6. Teacher will monitor student understanding throughout each lesson and the knowledge students have learned at the end of the lesson. 
· Teacher Questioning - 
· Day 4:
· What is the function of the legislative branch? 
· How is the U.S. Government organized?
· Day 5:  
· What does the U.S. Constitution state about the 3 branches of the federal government? 
· What is the function of the executive branch?
· Day 6: 
· What is the function of the judicial branch? 
· What do the terms “Unconstitutional vs. Constitutional” mean? 
· Alternative Assessment
· Student’s will self-assess with a poll given at the end of each day. For example, students will select their response to statements based on their understanding of the material learned such as “I feel confident in the material and I can teach it to a friend”. “I feel confident in the material but I don’t think I could teach it to a friend yet”. “I am almost there but not yet. One more day and I will feel confident”. “I need help from my teacher, I am confused”. 

	Vocabulary  (add the academic vocabulary you will teach for maximum comprehension)

	· Government- the system of rules and the group or organization who makes or administers them 
· Supreme Court- the most important court in the United States; it includes 9 judges (justices) and their job is to decide how the Constitution applies in specific situations; also these justices decide if the laws the Legislative and Executive Branch want to enforce are Constitutional
· House of Representatives- one of the houses in Congress (legislative branch); 435 members and states have different number of members based on state population; a bill starts here in the House of Representatives 
· Unconstitutional- not allowed by the Constitution, goes against the US Constitution
· Constitutional- allowed by the Constitution, written in the Constitution 
· President- the person in charge of the US; the president is voted on and elected by the American citizens; the President oversees many different departments such as the Department of Education, Department of Homeland Security, and the US Military (President is known as The Commander in Chief) 
· Senate- one of the houses in Congress (legislative branch); 50 members, 2 members from each state; if a bill is passed in the House of Representatives, then it moves to the Senate to be voted on for approval 
· Congress- the Senate and the House of Representatives makes up Congress; Congress meets in the Capitol building in Washington D.C. 
· Justice- a judge in the Supreme Court; there are 9 total justices with one chief justice (leader); these 9 justices decide if laws are unconstitutional vs. constitutional; main job is to interpret the US Constitution 
· Bills- an idea for a new law that would benefit the whole American people
· Laws- rules that have been passed by government officials (in this lesson-legislative branch); people must obey these rules or there will be consequences 
· The Capitol Building- the building in Washington D.C. where the legislative branch is held (Congress: Senate and House of Representatives) 
· The White House- the building in Washington D.C. where the President lives and works
· Vice President- the President’s 2nd in charge; the Vice President encourages the President and fills in if the President needs help 
· President’s Cabinet: a group of people who are in charge of different departments in the country who all work to help the President



	Instructional Guide
	
	

	Focus
	Pacing*
	Instructional Sequence

	Preview/Motivate


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 4: Legislative Branch (Slide #6) 
· Read Aloud: What is Government? By Ann- Marie Kishel  (What Is Government? (First Step Nonfiction ― Government): Kishel, Ann-Marie: 9780822563990: Amazon.com: Books . This book provides a good foundation for all 3 branches of the federal government. End the read aloud by emphasizing the legislative branch. 

Day 5: Executive Branch (Slide #7) 
· The teacher will pass out  “Your Vote Counts” stickers (If the teacher would like, they may use sticker paper to create an actual sticker. Or teacher may just print the design and cut it out for students to tape/glue into their notebooks) 
· The teacher will have a discussion with students about if they have seen their parents, their neighbors, their teachers, etc. wearing these stickers and why they believe people wear them. The teacher will explain that people usually wear these stickers after voting for the President, who is in charge of the Executive Branch. 

Day 6: Judicial Branch (Slide #8) 
· The teacher will play a sound clip of a judge gavel used in a courtroom:Gavel Banging  to get the students' attention. Introduce students to what a gavel is and how the gavel is related to the Judicial Branch of government. The teacher will need to review key concepts from day 4 and 5 (about 4 minute whole group discussion), especially if Day 6 is the start of a new week. This is listed in the Procedure section as well.

 

	Vocabulary: 


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Before the lesson begins: 
· The teacher will create a vocabulary tree visual representation related to the 3 branches of government. The teacher will need to draw a large tree with 3 branches to represent each branch of government. Materials needed are included in the materials section. After the tree is drawn, vocab terms will be added each day. The teacher will introduce and review the terms for the students each day and explain that through their research on each branch of government (procedures), they will discover the definition. At the end of each lesson, the teacher will engage in a whole class discussion about key concepts that align with student objectives, and clarify the vocab terms as needed for students. 
· The teacher will also create a word wall to display all vocab terms for days 4-6 of instruction. The vocabulary tree is to show the relationship between the vocab terms and how they relate to each branch of government. 
· Word Wall: The teacher will designate a location in the classroom on the classroom wall or large piece of post it note paper. The teacher may choose to write on the post-it note paper. Or they may choose to print out vocab and definitions to display on the wall. The teacher will add the vocabulary terms for each branch of government as the instruction is given. 
· This will provide another visual representation of the vocab terms. After each day of instruction, the teacher will include a short definition for each word. For example, after instruction on day 4 (Legislative Branch), the teacher will write/print out definitions for the vocab associated with this branch of government. After instruction on day 5 (Executive Branch), the teacher will write/print out a short definition for the vocab associated with this branch of government. The same for day 6 (Judicial Branch). 
· Important to allow students to discover the definition first for the vocab terms, then provide clarification after for students. These visual representations will be displayed for the entirety of the unit plan for students to reference. 
· Clarification: The teacher will need to create the vocabulary tree representation and the word wall representation. This is done before instruction on each day begins. Students do not create their representations. 
Day 4: Legislative Branch (Slide #6)
The teacher will introduce the vocabulary terms: Government, Senate, House of Representatives, Congress, The Capitol Building, and Bills . These terms will be included in the branch/green area of the tree that is focused on the Legislative Branch. These terms will also be included in the word wall display. After instruction on day 4, the teacher will include the definitions for each vocab term on the word wall.
· The vocabulary tree will just display the vocab terms to show the relationship between the . The word wall will display the vocab terms and then the definitions. 

Day 5: Executive Branch (Slide #7) 
The teacher will introduce the vocabulary terms: President, The White House, Vice President, and the President’s Cabinet. These terms will be included in the branch/green area of the tree that is focused on the Executive Branch. These terms will also be included in the word wall display. After instruction on day 5, the teacher will include the definitions for each vocab term on the word wall.
· The vocabulary tree will just display the vocab terms to show the relationship between the terms. The word wall will display the vocab terms and then the definitions. 

Review the terms: Government, Senate, House of Representatives, Congress, Bills, and The Capitol Building  

Day 6: Judicial Branch (Slide #8) 
The teacher will introduce the vocabulary terms: Unconstitutional, Constitutional, Justice, Gavel (this term will be introduced in the motivating activity on Day 6), Supreme Court, and Laws. These terms will be included in the branch/green area of the tree that is focused on the Judicial Branch.  These terms will also be included in the word wall display. After instruction on day 4, the teacher will include the definitions for each vocab term on the word wall.
· The vocabulary tree will just display the vocab terms to show the relationship between the terms. The word wall will display the vocab terms and then the definitions. 

Review the terms: Government, Senate, House of Representatives, Congress, President,  Voting, The Capitol Building, The White House, Bills, Vice President, and the President’s Cabinet


Example of Vocab Tree: 
[image: A diagram of a the three branches of government.]
Example of Word Wall with Definitions is included in the materials sections. Word Walls - Waltrip Vocabulary This link is not specific for 3 Branches of Government. It will provide an example of what the word wall will look like.  

	Procedures



	45 Minutes 

(15 minutes each day)
	Day 4: Legislative Branch (Slide #6)
1. The teacher will start by passing out the KWL Chart for these 3 days of instruction. Instruct the students to fill out the K( Know) and W(Wonder) portion of the chart for all 3 branches of government: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. KWL Elementary Give students about 1 minute to 1 ½ minutes.
2. The teacher will then have students engage in a think-pair-share about the meaning of the word government (1-2 minutes in total). The teacher will ensure that students understand that government is the system of rules and the group or organization who makes or administers those rules. The U.S. Government has a certain structure, purpose, abilities/power, and limits that were created by the U.S. Constitution. The teacher will explain that the writers of the Constitution believed it was important to have 3 branches of the federal government: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Branch. (Ask students: How is the U.S. Government organized?) 
3. The teacher will then pass out prepared flipbooks (flipbook will have title page, 3 flaps)  for students to use over the course of days 4-6. Materials listed in the materials section. Have students write their names and the title, “The 3 Branches of Federal Government '' (write on the board to ensure spelling is correct). Have students label the 3 flaps: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branch. 
4. Explain that students will be using this flipbook today to research information/facts for the Legislative branch. Students may use their school IPads to research facts (teacher will monitor student usage of the technology, only allowing school appropriate and reliable sources). Students may also use the read aloud book, What is Government?, to research facts. If the teacher has books in the classroom library for this topic, students may use those as well. Suggested books are in the materials section.Suggested Books and Websites Students will research independently for 8-10 minutes. While students are researching, the teacher will walk around and ask small groups of students (depending on room setup) What is the function of the Legislative branch? The whole class will engage in a discussion to wrap up this first day of instruction. (Wrap Up Portion) 
· Teacher Note: Make sure to show students a picture of the capitol building (Slide Number 5) 


Day 5: Executive Branch (Slide #7) 
1. The teacher will start the lesson by having students pull out their “3 Branches of Government” flip book used on Day 4. The teacher will have students “turn and talk” with classmates near them (depending on the classroom set up) to review the facts they researched for the Legislative branch on day 4. “Turn and Talk” for 1-2 minutes. 
2. The teacher will review as a whole class the key facts that align with student objectives: main function of the Legislative branch (pass bills to become laws), structure (Congress: House of Representatives and Senate), and the location of Congress (The Capitol Building). Teacher will explain that the writers of the US Constitution did not want one branch of the government to have too much power so the Constitution divides up the power between the 3 branches. (Ask students: What does the U.S. Constitution state about the 3 branches of the federal government?) Whole group discussion around 2-3 minutes. 
3. The teacher will instruct the students to continue their research on the Executive Branch. Students may use the teacher’s classroom library if the teacher has appropriate resources for this topic. Or students may use their School Ipads to research online, with the teacher monitoring student screens. Suggested Books and Websites Students will research independently for 8-10 minutes. 
4. The whole class will engage in a group discussion to emphasize key facts about the Executive Branch: the main function (enforce the laws), who makes up the Executive Branch (President- Highest person in charge in the US, The Vice President- 2nd in command to the President, and the President’s Cabinet- group of people who are in charge of different departments the President oversees; all members help the President), and where the President lives/works (The White House). Clarify and ask students: What is the function of the Executive branch? Ensure that students have these key facts in their flip books and discuss any additional facts that may have been found, if time allows. Whole class discussion about 2-3 minutes.
· Teacher Note: Make sure to show students a picture of the White House (Slide Number 6) 
· QR Code for Virtual Tour of the White House: 
[image: QR Code for Virtual Tour of the White House.]
Link for the Virtual Tour included in Additional Resources Additional Resources for Students and Teachers
Day 6: Judicial Branch (Slide #8) 
1. The teacher will start the lesson by having students pull out their “3 Branches of Government” flip book used on Day 4 and 5. The teacher will take about 5 minutes in a whole group discussion to review the Legislative and Executive branch facts that students researched on day 4 and 5. The teacher will discuss the main functions of the both branches of government, the structure of the branches, and the location of work for the branches. 
2. In the motivating activity, the teacher played the gavel sound Gavel Banging to get the students' attention and mention where a gavel would be used. The teacher will explain that a gavel is used in a courtroom by a judge to get the attention of the room. 
3. With the students' minds focused on judges and the court, the teacher will have students complete the last page in their flip book for the Judicial Branch. Students will research independently for about 8 minutes. Students may use resources found in the teacher’s classroom library or online resources with school IPads, teacher monitoring will be important. Suggested books and websites linked. Suggested Books and Websites
4. The whole class will engage in a discussion to emphasize key facts about the Judicial Branch: the main function (interpret the Constitution and decide whether laws are unconstitutional or constitutional), structure (9 Justices/ Judges, with one chief justice), and the location of the Supreme Court (in Washington D.C. nickname- The Marble Palace because of the material used in building).  Clarify and ask students to explain: What is the function of the Judicial Branch? What do the terms “Unconstitutional vs. Constitutional" mean? Ensure students have these key facts written in their flip books and discuss any additional facts that students may have found, if time allows. 
· Teacher Note: Make sure to show students a picture of the Supreme Court (Slide number 7) 

	Wrap-Up-  


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 4: Legislative Branch (Slide #6) 
· The whole class will engage in discussion to emphasize key facts of the legislative branch such as the main function (pass bills to make laws), structure (Congress: House of Representatives and Senate), and where the Congress is held (The Capitol Building). Ensure that students have these facts in their flipbook and discuss any additional facts they may have found, if time allows. Whole class discussion (5 minutes) Clarify and ask students: What is the function of the Legislative branch? (This question was asked in procedures but this will be the time to clarify for all students) 
· Have students self-assess at the end of instruction. Provide students with a blank notecard for students to write how they are feeling after instruction. 
· Possible Student Responses , “I feel confident in the material and I can teach it to a friend”. "I feel confident in the material but I don’t think I can teach it to a friend”.”I am almost there but not yet”. “I need help from my teacher, I am confused”. 

Day 5: Executive Branch (Slide #7) 
After having the whole class discussion in the procedures section: 
· If students have many additional facts to share with the class, this wrap-up portion may be used for this further discussion. 
· Have students self-assess at the end of instruction. Provide students with a blank notecard for students to write how they are feeling after instruction. 
· Possible Student Responses , “I feel confident in the material and I can teach it to a friend”. "I feel confident in the material but I don’t think I can teach it to a friend”.”I am almost there but not yet”. “I need help from my teacher, I am confused”. 
· If there is time after whole class discussion, the teacher will play, “A Pep Talk from Kid President to You” A Pep Talk from Kid President to You. Since Day 5 will likely fall on a Friday, this will be a good way for students to feel inspired after social studies content and for their weekend. The teacher will explain that Kid President is not a real President, but he is a kid just like them who has a message of encouragement. 


Day 6: Judicial Branch (Slide #8) 
The teacher will instruct students to take out their KWL Charts KWL Elementary to fill out what they learned from each day of instruction
· Students will write 2-3 facts about the Legislative Branch
· Students will write 2-3 facts about the Executive Branch 
· Students will write 2-3 facts about the Judicial Branch 
Note: Students may use their “3 Branches of Government Flip Book” to help them remember the facts they researched/learned from Day 4 and 5. Students will turn in the KWL Chart to the teacher for the teacher to assess student understanding and student growth. 
· Have students self-assess at the end of instruction. Provide students with a blank notecard for students to write how they are feeling after instruction. 
· Possible Student Responses , “I feel confident in the material and I can teach it to a friend”. "I feel confident in the material but I don’t think I can teach it to a friend”.”I am almost there but not yet”. “I need help from my teacher, I am confused”. 


	Remediation

	20 minutes
(Daily - based on need TBD)
	Day 4: Legislative Branch  
 Students will be grouped into small groups (3-5 students per group) depending on class size. Students will be given the writing prompt, “If you could pass any law, what would it be?” Students will work together as a group to create a bill proposal for a new law. 
· Students will write their bill proposal (Example: Extra Recess Act)
· Students will explain why this bill should become a law (Extra recess helps students feel more focused in the classroom and it is important to have physical activity everyday)
· Students will explain the process of how this bill goes through Congress (Starting in the House of Representatives- Moving through different people to review the bill and research the topic. The bill is voted on and then it moves to the Senate for more review. The bill is reviewed and voted on in the Senate and then if passed, it goes to the President) 
This activity helps students to understand the lengthy process of a bill becoming a law in a personal way for students to relate to. This would be an activity to use if there is additional time in the unit, or when students need further clarification on the Legislative branch.

Day 5: Executive Branch  
Students will be given the opportunity to run for President. Students will do this activity individually. 
· Students will create a platform (reason for running) for their Presidency. For example, students may decide to focus on the importance of pets, and how everyone would benefit from having a pet. 
· Students will write a paragraph (3-5 sentences) about why they believe they should become President and what they would do if they were elected. For example, a student may write that pets are important because it teaches you responsibility, unconditional love, and helps you exercise outside. This student may say that they will be implementing, “National Bring Your Pet to School Day” and this may excite the voters. 
· The teacher will have a whole class discussion about the election process. Voters go to a voting location where they live, fill out a voting ballot, and their ballot gets counted. The main concept is that the President is elected by the people and it would be important to emphasize that every vote matters. 
This activity helps students understand the process of running for President, the importance of having a good platform to run on, and the basics of how a Presidential Election runs properly (since this is third grade, the standards do not emphasize the electoral college process, only the basic process). 
Day 6:Judicial Branch  
Students will work in small groups for this activity. 
· The teacher will prepare 10 possible laws that could be implemented in the classroom. 
· The students will work together and decide which “laws” are constitutional vs. unconstitutional. Note: These laws will not be found in the Constitution, so the laws won’t necessarily be unconstitutional vs. constitutional. However, the main idea for students is for them to see what laws seem to be allowed and what would not be allowed. For example, law 1: Everyone must respect their teacher, their classmates, and their parents. (This “law” would be considered lawful/allowed/constitutional). Law 2: If someone is mean to you, then you must push them. (This “law” would be considered unlawful/not allowed/ unconstitutional). 
· The teacher will write the 10 laws on notecards to be given to each small group. 
This activity helps students understand how the Supreme Court has to make decisions based on the Constitution. The Supreme Court decides which laws are unconstitutional vs. constitutional. The students will be doing this same process, using “laws” that could be implemented in the classroom or in the community. This activity also helps students understand that the Supreme Court Justices must vote on the laws and sometimes the justices do not agree with one another (just as they may not agree with their group mates). This is a much simpler process of the Judicial Branch of government for students to grasp at this level. Possible Law Prompts for Judicial Branch Remediation Activity:



	Closure (include assessments noted above here if applicable)

	The students will present their flip books to their classmates. Depending on how the classroom is organized, students may present to their small group table mates. Or the teacher may choose to have students walk around the classroom, and present their flip books to 3-5 different classmates. Students will explain each branch of government to who they are presenting to and explain the key concepts that align with student objectives. This will be a time for students to learn from one another, and for students to share any additional facts they may have found during research. The teacher will monitor student discussions and facilitate conversations if it is needed.  
[image: Three Branches of Federal Government flip book.]




	Materials (list and link ALL materials here)

	· Link for Judicial Branch Gavel Sound Clip: Gavel Banging   
· Link for Executive Branch “I Voted Stickers: https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCCh9Pxrc/XUE1Yu0k8DbBZKPwCgWFHw/view?utm_content=DAGCCh9Pxrc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor  
· What is Government? By Ann-Marie Kishel (Amazon Link if need to purchase:  (What Is Government? (First Step Nonfiction ― Government): Kishel, Ann-Marie: 9780822563990: Amazon.com: Books ) 
· Link for KWL Chart: https://practices.learningaccelerator.org/strategies/know-wonder-learn-kwl-chart  
· Pocket Size Constitution (Used throughout whole unit for reference)
· American Flag Artifact (Used throughout whole unit for reference) 
· KWL Elementary
· Pen/Pencil
· Laptop or Computer for teacher presentation
· Student Technology Device (Laptop or Student IPad) 
· Unit Presentation: Group 4 Slides Grade 3 CG The Constitution SP24  
· Suggested Books and Websites for Student Research: Suggested Books and Websites 
· Additional Resources for Students and Teachers: Additional Resources for Students and Teachers 
· Vocabulary Visual Representation Tree Materials: Large poster board, pencils, markers/crayons (if color desired) 
· Flip Book Materials: 2 pieces of white copy paper and stapler (Students will use pencils, markers, colored pencils, crayons to write/create their flip books) 
· To make the flip book, take the 2 pieces of paper and place the sheets on top of one another. Leave about an inch of space between the bottom of the 2 sheets. Fold over “hamburger style” so it looks like there are 4 tabs. Staple the pieces together at the top (whichever side has the biggest space to write. Link to a video demonstration (this video uses 5 pieces of paper, so it is a larger flip book): Create a foldable flip book 
· Youtube Video Link for Kid President (Executive Branch Remediation): A Pep Talk from Kid President to You
· Possible Prompts for Judicial Branch Remediation: Possible Law Prompts for Judicial Branch Remediation Activity: 
· Link for Word Wall Example: Word Walls - Waltrip Vocabulary
· Word Wall Materials: Large Post-it Note Paper and Markers or Typed and Laminated Vocab Words with definitions ( Teacher Computer/Laptop) 


*Suggested pacing is provided for each part - individual student/classroom needs may differ*
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	UNIT Learning Goals  A learning goal describes what students should be able to DO by the end of the unit.

	· Students will be able to identify the structure, power, and limits of government given by the federal and state constitutions.
· Students will be able to examine the Florida government and identify connections between the national government and state government. 

	Essential Question(s) Students should be able to answer these questions by the end of the lesson to demonstrate their conceptual understanding of new concepts.

	· What can the three branches do in order to enforce checks and balances over each other? Give one example for each branch.
· Why did the states need their own constitutions when there was already a national one?
· How was the government of Florida established by the state constitution?



	FL State Academic Standards
SS. Benchmarks
	 

	SS.3.CG.1.1
	Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes the purpose and fulfills the need for government.

	SS.3.CG.3.1
	Explain how the U.S. and Florida Constitutions establish the structure, function, powers, and limits of government.

	SS.3.CG.3.2
	 Recognize that government has local, state, and national levels.



	B.E.S.T. ELA Connections
	

	ELA.3.R.2.3
	Explain the development of an author's purpose in an informational text.

	ELA.3.C.4.1
	Conduct research to answer a question, organizing information about the topic from multiple sources.

	ELA.3.V.1.1
	Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing.



	Options for Assessment

	Assessment(s) 
· Teacher Observation - 
· Link to KWL (Note: Where it was found has been linked in Materials): KWL Elementary
· Link to Jeopardy/Jeoparty Template for Teacher (Note: Where it was found has been linked in Materials): Jeoparty · SlidesCarnival
· Teacher Questioning - add at least three questions that align to your objectives for this unit
· Day 7:
· What job do each of the government branches have?
· What kind of system did the US Constitution employ for the three branches to make sure one branch didn’t have more power than the others? Can you name some examples of how the branches do this?
· What would eventually happen if the Constitution didn’t establish checks and balances?
· Day 8:
· What makes a state constitution, a state constitution?
· What are some things you notice about the Florida Constitution based on what you’ve learned about the US constitution?
· Why do we need state constitutions when we already have a US constitution?
· Day 9:
· What are some things you didn’t know about the government of Florida before today?
· Are there any similarities between the Florida government and the US government? What are they?
· Name one core role from each state government branch (legislative, executive, and judicial). (Note for teacher: answers don’t have to be specific. For example, just putting governor under executive branch or Florida State Courts System under judicial branch will do)
· Alternative Assessment
· A class poll given prior to the KWL that students will complete themselves in order to assess student learning. For example, students will be asked “How confident are you in your knowledge of the Florida Constitution, Florida Government, etc.? Students could then select answers that range from “I feel confident enough to teach this!” to “I think I know enough to understand!” to “I understand a little bit but not everything!” to “I don’t understand any of these things yet!”

	Vocabulary  (add the academic vocabulary you will teach for maximum comprehension)

	· Checks and Balances: A system in which government branches have the power to keep other branches from becoming more powerful than others
· Law: A rule that has been passed by government officials that people must obey or there will be consequences
· Legislative Branch:The government branch responsible for making laws. It consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate (Congress)
· Executive Branch: The government branch responsible for enforcing laws and managing the day-to-day operations of the government. It consists of the President, Vice President, and the Cabinet.
· Judicial Branch: The government branch responsible for interpreting laws and administering justice. It consists of the Supreme Court and other federal courts.
· State Constitution: A state constitution is a set of fundamental principles or established precedents that apply only to certain states (ex. Florida has a different state constitution than New York)
· Preamble: An introductory statement in a document, stating its purpose, aims, or guiding principles
· Articles: Sections of the Constitution dedicated to talking about a certain topic that needs to be addressed (ex. Article 1 of the Constitution talks about the powers of the legislative branch)
· State Government: A level of government where decisions impact an entire state (ex. Florida)
· State Senate: Much like the US senate, the state senate is a house of congress. However, the state senate is only responsible for the creation of state laws.
· State House of Representatives: Much like the US House of Representatives, the state  House of Representatives is a house of congress. However, the state House of Representatives is only responsible for the creation of state laws.
· State Court: A court that only deals with law issues within their state
· Governor: The head of the executive branch in a US state.
· State Capital: The city where a state’s government buildings are located




	Instructional Guide
	
	

	Focus
	Pacing*
	Instructional Sequence

	Preview/Motivate - 
	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 7: To begin the lesson, students will fill out the K (Know) and the W (Wonder/Want to know) columns of their KWL charts so that students may connect with prior knowledge and set goals of what they wish to learn.
1. The teacher will pass out KWL charts to students (Link to KWL Chart: KWL Elementary).
2. Once every student has a KWL chart, the teacher will direct students to write down one thing they know about the Constitution and/or government and one thing they wonder about/want to know, as that is the material that students have been covering thus far throughout the unit. This well help serve as a review for students before the main review activity in procedures. 
3. The teacher will let students know that the L portion of the chart will be saved for later.
4. Once students are done filling out those two columns, the teacher will instruct students to put their KWL charts in their history folders for safe-keeping.
Day 8: To begin the lesson, students will join a Nearpod where they will connect prior knowledge by doing a fill in the blank Nearpod activity regarding information they learned the day prior (Note: the teacher will have to create the Nearpod)
1. The teacher will direct the students to take out (if the devices are not already out) their school device (either a laptop or ipad).
2. Next, the teacher will have students go to this link where students will have to input a code in order to join the teacher’s Nearpod and to use their real names when typing their names in.
3. Once students are successfully in the Nearpod, the teacher will have students complete a Fill in The Blank Nearpod activity (if you don’t know what that is then click here) where students have to place the correct words that fit the statement. The following are the statements (the highlighted words are the blanks students will have a word bank for):
· The government branch responsible for creating laws is the Legislative Branch
· The government branch responsible for signing off laws is the Executive Branch
· The government branch responsible for judging laws is the Judicial Branch
· The system that keeps government branches from becoming too powerful over the other branches is checks and balances
4. Once students have completed this section of the Nearpod, the teacher will reveal by reading each sentence what each one should have said.
5. After the teacher reveals the correct statements, the teacher will transition the Nearpod to the vocabulary activity on the same Nearpod.
Day 9: To begin the lesson, the students are going to spend a very brief amount of time in a Nearpod reconnecting prior knowledge through a Nearpod Collaborate Board (Note: The Nearpod will not encompass the whole lesson like on Day 8! It’s just for the Preview and Vocabulary portions!)
1. The teacher will direct students to take out (if the devices are not already out) their school device (either a laptop or ipad).
2. Next, the teacher will have students go to this link where students will have to input a code in order to join the teacher’s Nearpod and to use their real names when typing their names down (Urgent Note: This Nearpod is not the same one as Day 8, and will be an entirely new short Nearpod made by the teacher that will have only the Preview and Vocabulary activities)
3. When the students join the Nearpod, the first thing they should see is a collaborate board (If you don’t know what that is then click here). Students should see a question at the top of the board that reads “What do you remember about the FL Constitution? Type and share your responses with your class below!”.
4. Once students are finished typing and sharing their thoughts, the teacher will address a couple of the responses and gently correct any incorrect statements made by students (without naming names).
5. After this is done, the teacher will transition the Nearpod to the vocabulary section of the presentation.

	Vocabulary 


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 7: Students will be tested on prior vocabulary and be asked to write down on a sticky note one vocabulary word from a list on the board (either written or displayed electronically). The front will have the word and the back will have a short definition. These sticky notes will be put on a bulletin board to make a word wall.
Reintroduce and introduce key terms: Law, Checks and Balances, Legislative Branch, Judicial Branch, and Executive Branch
1. After students have finished storing their KWL charts, the teacher will provide every student with a sticky note.
2. The teacher will ask students to write down one of the vocabulary words listed at the front of the class, with the words being on the front of the note, and short definitions of those words on the back of the note. Make sure to tell students to not write on the sticky part when they write their definitions!
3. Once students are done writing their sticky notes, the teacher will direct students to put the notes on a bulletin board in the classroom (if there is no bulletin board, an empty section of wall will do as well).
Day 8: The teacher will allow students to learn vocabulary by having students participate in a Nearpod where they will play a matching pairs game with vocabulary words and their definitions.
Introduce key terms: State Constitution, Preamble, Articles, and State Government
1. Moving on to the next section of the Nearpod, the teacher will direct students to do a vocabulary activity, where students will have to match words with their definitions on Nearpod.
2. This vocabulary activity will be timed by the teacher (time limit depending on teacher).
3. Students may match the words with their definitions until time runs out.
4. Once time runs out for the activity, the teacher will transition the Nearpod to the next portion of the lesson.
Day 9: Students will complete a quick vocabulary quiz activity on Nearpod in order to assess student’s vocabulary knowledge. (Note: The quiz doesn’t have to be a grade, it is just for assessment purposes)
Introduce key terms: State Senate, State House of Representatives, State Court, Governor, and State Capital
1. Using the same Nearpod that was just used for the collaborate board, the teacher will ask students to complete a short vocabulary quiz.
2. In this quiz, the questions will look like “what is the definition of Insert word here” and the teacher will provide multiple choice answers where only one is the correct definition (When the teacher creates the Nearpod, it is up to them how many possible answers there can be). The quiz should be at max five questions and will have a timer set for 5 minutes when they start the quiz.
3. Once students have completed the quick quiz, the teacher will see the breakdown of how the class did (the teacher can hide names so that no one sees who got what score).
4. The teacher will then go through each question with the class and reveal the right definitions for the words.

	Procedures


	45 Minutes 

(15 minutes each day)
	Day 7: Students will do a Jeopardy/Jeoparty game to review the content from the previous days and then watch a video on checks and balances that they will have to answer questions for on a worksheet.
1. Once students have completed their KW columns and their vocabulary activity, the teacher will project (using the class projector if possible) on either Google Slides or Powerpoint (the link in materials for the Jeopardy template includes both) a Jeopardy game (the template provided in this lesson must be filled out by the teacher prior to teaching).
2. The Jeopardy game will ask questions regarding the unit topics from days 1-6 and will be up to the teacher to create.
3. Students will play the Jeopardy review game for 10 minutes.
4. Once the 10 minutes of Jeopardy are up, the teacher will end the jeopardy game and pass out a worksheet with questions on it (these questions will be determined by the teacher prior to this day) that are about a video called “Checks and Balances for Kids” that the class will be watching. (Note: Students will not be watching the entire video, but instead the last 5 minutes of it. The link to the video takes the teacher to exactly where the video should start)
Link to video: Checks and Balances for Kids | Three Branches of Government | Checks and Balances Explained
6. The video will be paused a few times by the teacher so that students may answer questions.
7. Once the video is finished, students will turn in their video worksheets.
8. After all of the video worksheets have been collected by the teacher, the teacher will begin to wrap up the lesson by having students finish their KWL charts for that day.
Day 8: Students will do a deep dive of the FL Constitution and be introduced to the idea of a state constitution. A nearpod will be used to have students discuss, poll, and learn as a class about the FL Constitution.
1. Once students have completed the vocabulary section of the Nearpod, the teacher will transition to teaching students about the Florida Constitution.
2. These Nearpod slides will be a lot like the brief slides after the video on day one (click here to examine day one), but these Nearpod slides won’t be brief, and instead will go into more detail about the Florida Constitution.
3. These details will include (but are not limited to if the teacher wants to add anything): images of the original FL constitution, in-depth looks at the FL Constitution preamble, FL Constitution articles (not all but the most important ones that establish state government), and how the state Constitution protects the rights of the people of Florida, much like how the US Constitution protects the rights of the people of the US.
4. When the teacher starts to talk about the state government established by the FL Constitution, at some point the teacher should point out to students how both the FL Constitution and the US constitution both established governments that use three branches of government: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. The teacher will have students talk with their table groups (or desk neighbor depending on how the classroom is decorated) about why they think this was done.
5. After a few minutes of talking, the teacher will redirect student attention back to the teacher and have students share what they discussed.
6. Once students finish sharing, the teacher will move on with presenting information about the FL Constitution (mainly talking about the preamble and articles discussing government at this stage). The teacher will show pictures of the original FL Constitution, the FL Constitution preamble, and summaries of (some) of the articles.
7. Once the teacher finishes giving students the information above, the teacher will show slides that inform students that the FL Constitution has an entire article dedicated to the powers of the people that are protected and talk about the purpose of the FL Constitution (which was to establish the state government system while also protecting the people).
8. After showing students this information, the teacher will open a Nearpod poll (If you don’t know what that is click here) for students to answer honestly.
9. In this poll, students will answer the question: Do you think that the US Constitution and the FL Constitution have similar purposes? Yes or no?
10. Once students have answered the poll, the teacher will share the results of the poll, ask a few students why they feel that way, and then start to transition to the wrap up portion of the Nearpod.
Day 9: Students will learn about the Florida government established by the FL Constitution and be introduced to the idea of a state government. Students will have to investigate the provided website for a scavenger hunt.
1. The teacher will direct the students to close Nearpod on their school devices and instruct them to go to this website.
2. Once students are at this website, the teacher will pass out a list of “questions” that have to be answered by having students analyze the website for the answers. (Note: You can create your own worksheet with questions, but the questions should look something like “Who does the executive branch consist of in Florida?” or “How many counties does Florida have?”)
3. Students will then be given time to look through the contents of the website so that they can fill out their Florida Government Scavenger Hunt worksheets.
4. Once students have finished filling out the worksheets, the teacher will go over the answers that students should have on their worksheets.
5. After the teacher finishes going over the scavenger hunt questions, students will be instructed by the teacher to put the Scavenger Hunt worksheet they just finished going over in their history folder for safe keeping.
6. Once every student has put their worksheets away in a place they won’t lose them, the teacher will begin to wrap up the lesson with a discussion.

	Wrap-Up - 
	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 7: Wrap up the lesson by having students fill out the Learned section of their KWL charts as a formative assessment
1. Once students have turned in their video worksheets, the teacher will direct students to take out their KWL charts that they put in their history folders at the beginning of the lesson.
2. The teacher will then instruct students to write down in the L column what they learned today.
3. Once students are done writing what they learned, they will submit their KWL charts to the teacher (Note: Students should get their KWL charts back the next day if possible so that they can use it like notes).
Day 8: Wrap up the lesson by using Nearpod to have students answer an open ended question to remind them of previous lessons, and also allow students to get a peek at the content they will study in future days (Comparing the US Constitution with the FL Constitution)
1. Once students have finished learning about the Florida Constitution, the teacher will have students answer an open ended question, After all you've learned today, how would you compare the Florida Constitution with the US Constitution?, on Nearpod.
3. The teacher will set a 3 minute timer for students to give their responses.
4. Once students are down answering the question, the teacher will share a few student responses that they find to be great things to take away from the lesson.
Day 9: Wrap up the lesson by having a class discussion with students.
1. Once students have put their Scavenger Hunt worksheets away in their history folders, the teacher will start a class discussion.
2. This class discussion will include three questions:
· What was something interesting you learned from the scavenger hunt today?
· Do you feel like you know more about Florida’s government than you did yesterday?
· Do you think the US Constitution and the FL Constitution had similar jobs?
3. After students answer these questions, the teacher will encourage students to think about the connections between the US Constitution and the FL Constitution in preparation for the upcoming days of the unit.
4. Have students add any new knowledge to the L portion of the KWL chart.

	Remediation

	20 minutes
(Daily - based on need TBD)
	Day 7: 
The teacher will assign small groups a writing prompt regarding the topics they reviewed/covered on day 7. The writing prompt for the groups will be “What takeaways from the lesson will be important for you to know two years from now? Why?” The teacher will direct students to share their answers once everyone is done writing. The teacher will monitor the small group to make sure they are on task and that everyone shares.
Day 8: 
The teacher will have the small groups talking with each other and having students summarize what they just learned from the Nearpod in a “Quick Pitch” (a quick pitch is an exercise where you have to make your statement with less than a minute to say what you need to). The teacher will have a timer going for around 1 minute and each student in the group will have to give their short one minute summaries. Once the one minute timer runs out, the next student will have to begin their pitch and the previous student will have to stop talking (even if they didn’t finish saying their pitch in time). The teacher will do this until every student in the group has had a turn.
Day 9: 
The small groups will receive flash cards from the teacher. The students will write down any questions they still have about the Florida government on them and put them in the center of the table group they are in. Either the students or the teacher will shuffle the flash cards and then the teacher will pick a card and read what’s on it to the group. The group will then try to answer the question. The teacher should tell students before they start that if no one knows the answer to the question, they may raise their hand and if enough hands are up the teacher will answer the question. This will go on until either all the cards have been read or until time runs out.



	Closure (include assessments noted above here if applicable)

	As a closure for these three days, students will have to write a “two dollar” summary for each lesson recently covered. Two dollar summaries are like normal summaries except that each word in a two dollar summary is equal to 0.10 cents, so students will need at least ten words for a summary to equal “two dollars”. Students will have to write three of these “two dollar” summaries (one for each day during this range of the unit aka days 7, 8, and 9). There is no official rubric for this closure assignment but teachers may make one if they want to.



	Materials (list and link ALL materials here)

	· Pencil/Pen
· Paper
· Printer (For Printing out the worksheets for students)
· Flash Cards
· History Folders
· KWL formative assessment chart
· Checks and Balances Video 
· Website featured in Day 9 Scavenger Hunt 
· Link to where Jeopardy Template was found 
· Nearpod Website 
· Website with photos of the original FL Constitution 
· Link to updated version of FL Constitution (students wouldn’t see this, but this could be used to find information for Day 8 slides) 
· Unit Presentation (Slides 9 – 11) : Group 4 Slides Grade 3 CG The Constitution SP24


*Suggested pacing is provided for each part - individual student/classroom needs may differ*

[bookmark: _mun8qh64c1ls]
	[bookmark: _5xfu85pw4mb6]Days 10-12: Florida State Government and Local Government 

Day 10: U.S. Constitution vs. Florida Constitution
Day 11: Powers and Limits of Florida State Constitution
Day 12: Local Government Basics and Structure

	UNIT Learning Goals  A learning goal describes what students should be able to DO by the end of the unit.

	· Students will be able to distinguish between the powers and responsibilities of the federal government and Florida state government. 
· Students will be able to identify ways people can impact their government at the federal, state, and local level.

	Essential Question(s) Students should be able to answer these questions by the end of the lesson to demonstrate their conceptual understanding of new concepts.

	· What can the Florida state government do that the U.S. government cannot?
· Why does the Florida state constitution place limits on what the state government is allowed to do?
· How is the local government structure helpful for working directly with citizens?
· How does the local government differ from the federal government?



	FL State Academic Standards
SS. Benchmarks
	

	SS.3.CG.3.1
	Explain how the U.S. and Florida Constitutions establish the structure, function, powers and limits of government.

	SS.3.CG.3.2
	Recognize that government has local, state and national levels.

	SS.3.CG.2.5
	Recognize symbols, individuals, documents and events that represent the State of Florida.



	B.E.S.T. ELA Connections
	

	ELA.K12.EE.2.1
	Read and comprehend grade-level complex texts
proficiently.

	ELA.K12.EE.4.1
	Use appropriate collaborative techniques and active
listening skills when engaging in discussions in a
variety of situations.

	ELA.3.V.1.1
	Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing.



	Options for Assessment

	Assessment(s) 
· Teacher Observation - 
· Teacher will use the K(Know) and W(Wonder) portion of the KWL chart to monitor prior knowledge and information learned throughout the unit. The Know and Wonder portions can be added on to at the beginning of each lesson on Days 10, 11, and 12. The Learned portion will be completed at the end of Day 12 and students will list out all the information that they gained from this lesson.
Link to KWL: KWL Elementary
· The “Snowstorm” closure activity can demonstrate what students are still struggling with versus what they have retained the most from the lesson.
· Teacher Questioning - 
· Day 10:
1. Why is it important to have a government at the state level?
2. Who is covered under the Florida state Constitution and who is covered under the U.S. Constitution?
3. What is a power that the state holds under the Constitution that the U.S. government does not?
· Day 11:
1. What is the difference between a local government run by a mayor and one run by a council?
2. How are laws able to be passed in Florida?
3. Why do you think different states have different laws?
· Day 12:
1. How is the structure of a local government different from a state government? How is it similar?
2. Who is at the top of a local government? Who holds the most power?
3. What services can local governments provide to its citizens?
· Alternative Assessment - Student’s will self-assess with a poll given at the end of the day. For example, students will select their response to statements based on their understanding of the material learned such as “I feel confident in the material and I can teach it to a friend”. “I feel confident in the material but I don’t think I could teach it to a friend yet”. “I am almost there but not yet. One more day and I will feel confident”. “I need help from my teacher, I am confused”.

	Vocabulary  (add the academic vocabulary you will teach for maximum comprehension)

	· Citizen: a legally recognized inhabitant of a country, state, or city
· Democracy: is a system of government in which the citizens exercise power by voting. It is characterized by majority rule, protection of individual rights and freedoms, and the rule of law
· Justice: a judge in the Supreme Court; there are 9 total justices that decide if laws are unconstitutional vs. constitutional; main job is to interpret the US Constitution
· Concurrent powers: powers shared between the state and federal government
· Governor: The head of the executive branch in a US state
· Judge: a public official appointed to decide cases in a court of law
· Local: belonging or relating to a particular area, town, city, or municipality
· Mayor: elected head of a city, town, or municipality
· Council: a group of people who come together to consult and deliberate in order to make decisions for a city, town, or municipality
· Committee: a group of people, usually composed of experts or city representative, that advise the council and/or mayor on decision-making
· Community: a group of people living in the same area under the same local government



	Instructional Guide
	
	

	Focus
	Pacing*
	Instructional Sequence

	Preview/Motivate


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 10 (Slide #12):
Since students are diving into the comparisons between the U.S. Constitution and the Florida Constitution, they will begin the lesson by doing a quick review of what they know about each Constitution. Each student will be given an index card, and on one side they will write down as many words that they can think of that pertain to the U.S. government/constitution and they will do the same for the Florida state government/constitution on the other side. These words can include phrases like “justice”, “government”, “checks and balances”, and “powers”, along with anything else they consider to be important – there are no wrong answers really. This should take about three minutes and then they can share some of their key words aloud with their group/partner to discuss why they think these words are important to remember.

Day 11 (Slide #13):
Students will preview this lesson by replying to a question in a journal entry. The students will write 3-5 sentences answering the question “What do you believe is the most important power of the state government and why?” This should take about 3 minutes and the teacher can take a few of the responses from the group before moving on to the next activity.

Day 12 (Slide #14): 
The teacher will have the students view a short video as an introduction to the basics of local government and reviewing some of the details of the state government. Instruct students to pay careful attention to the words that the video highlights.
BrainPOP Jr. – Local and State Governments Video 

	Vocabulary

	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 10 (Slide #12):
Vocabulary will be highlighted and reviewed throughout the lesson, and students will be encouraged to use these words at least once, either verbally or written, sometime throughout the day’s lesson.
· Citizen
· Democracy
· Justice
· Concurrent powers
Day 11 (Slide #13):
Vocabulary will be highlighted and reviewed throughout the lesson, and students will be encouraged to use these words at least once, either verbally or written, sometime throughout the day’s lesson.
· Governor
· Judge
· Local
Day 12 (Slide #14):
Vocabulary will be highlighted and reviewed throughout the lesson, and students will be encouraged to use these words at least once, either verbally or written, sometime throughout the day’s lesson.
· Mayor
· Council
· Committee
· Community

	Procedures

	45 Minutes 

(15 minutes each day)
	Day 10 (Slide #12) : 
1. To begin the lesson, students will review the Florida Constitution and do a brief overview of what it means and how it structures the state government. They will also refer back to the U.S. Constitution and look at some key features of the document.
2. After this, students will do a sorting game in small groups of 3-5 students. Each group will be given a large piece of paper (ex: Super Big Post-it Notes or large easel paper) with a venn diagram already drawn on it and labeled with “U.S. Constitution'' for one bubble and “Florida State Constitution” for the other. 
3. The teacher will give them a list of characteristics that fit one or both of the constitutions (this can be done orally or by writing it down on the white board/IWB). 
4. In their small groups, the students will discuss and sort each of the characteristics into the proper part of the venn diagram, writing in the characteristic in the appropriate section of the venn diagram.

Day 11 (Slide #13) :
1. Students will go through a slideshow overview of the restrictions on the Florida state government as outlined in the Constitution, referencing the document specifically. Having students trying to anticipate or infer what they think will and won’t be limited will help get them engaged and more excited to participate without fear of failure.
2. To review the different limits on what the Florida state government can and cannot do, students will engage in an informal physical “knowledge check”. 
3. The teacher will announce a potential responsibility or capability of the state government. Then, the students speed walk/run to the side of the room they think is the right answer – left side for agree and right side for disagree. 
4. After each round, the teacher will ask for an explanation from one or both sides to back up their reasoning for going to that side to check for understanding.

Day 12 (Slide #14):
1. The teacher will ask the students questions about their takeaways from the video including what stood out to them and what surprised them.
2. Students will discuss the impacts and responsibilities of local governments and the structure of local governments concerning individual and collective positions based on the video they viewed.
3. Students will then view a slideshow that emphasizes the structure and function of a local government, reviewing how it is set up and why this works for a smaller group of people versus a state or federal government.
4. Students will follow up this lesson by writing a letter up to one page to someone at the local government level. Here is an example of some people to contact at the local level: https://www.orlando.gov/Our-Government/Mayor-City-Council 
5. The students should ask this person something about their specific level of government, one thing they think works well in their local government and one thing that they would change about the way the government works currently. Students should be encouraged to include their own opinions, thoughts, and additional questions. 
6. This activity becomes immensely more impactful if the teacher is actually able to get in contact with some local officials, so they have someone to address their questions to and who will be able to engage back with them. 
7. They will sign their letter and put it into a properly addressed envelope as if they are going to send it to said official.

	Wrap-Up
	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 10 (Slide #12):
Following the small group venn diagrams, the teacher will review the correct answers with the whole class, taking note of the characteristics that students found to be the most difficult to identify. This will help with deciding what to review and revise going forward. If there is not enough time, continue to give the answers and review wrong answers as a warm-up the following day. 

Day 11 (Slide #13):
After the activity, students will return to their seats to complete a quick think, pair, share. The teacher will ask and display the question “Why do you think limits on the state government’s power are important?” up on the board and give students 1 minute to jot down their answer on a sticky note. Next, students will have an additional minute to share their idea with their seat partner and/or another member of their group table. The teacher will then reiterate the question and call on a few students to share the responses their pair came up with.

Day 12 (Slide #14):
Students will read their letters to a partner or swap letters to read them, comparing the questions they asked and the thoughts that they came up with. The teacher can then ask the students to share something they liked about another students’ letter or something they wonder about the local government. (*If possible, letters should be actually sent to government officials so that students can get the real experience of contacting someone at the local government level. Please get in contact with the government official(s) before sending the letters so this person is aware of the student involvement.)

	Remediation

	20 minutes
(Daily - based on need TBD)
	Day 10: To reinforce and review, students will engage in a game of “trashketball” (can be done as a whole class or a small group). Students will be asked to write down two features, one of the U.S. Constitution and one of the state Constitution, on two sticky notes or scraps of paper. They will then swap their papers with two peers so that every student is left with two new papers. At the front of the room will be two trash cans, bins, or boxes with one labeled “U.S. Constitution” and the other “State Constitution”. The students will line up at a distance from the trash cans, and the first student will announce what the feature on one of their papers is then respond with if they think it applies to the U.S. or state. If the class agrees, the student balls up the paper and gets a chance to try and toss the correct bin. If they miss, they grab their paper and try again. The student will move to the back of the line and wait for their next turn. This will continue until all the students have gotten rid of both of their papers. Adding a timer to this activity helps it to feel more exciting and help the students become more engaged and focused, but it is not required.

Day 11: Students will engage in a peer review brainstorm session to reinforce ideas from the lesson. They will go back and forth and list as many powers/limits on the state government as they can think of, jotting each one down on a piece of paper. On a blank piece of paper, they will each draw a large horizontal and large vertical line to divide the paper into four equal parts. They will then each select 4 of the items they listed and write it down into the four boxes. Beneath each description they will create a drawing that demonstrates this power/limit or represents it.

Day 12: Students will take on the role of a government official and come up with some ideas about how they want to run their fictional town. Each student will receive a blank sheet of paper. At the top they should put their name, their role in the local government, and the name of their fictional town. With a partner or small group, they should discuss what areas of a town/city that a local government can influence. Based on this, they will return to their papers and jot down three ideas for local laws or ordinances that they think will benefit their town and why these would be beneficial.



	Closure (include assessments noted above here if applicable)

	As closure for these three days of learning students will participate in a “snowstorm” activity. Students will quickly write down on a piece of paper one sentence about what they learned over the past few days and one question they still have. Then, they will crumble up the paper into a ball and throw it up into the air on the count of three. When they fall back down, each student picks up a nearby paper that is not their own and opens it up to read the contents inside. The teacher will select a few students to read the response and question on the paper they have aloud to the class, and the entire class has an opportunity to answer the question that is listed to give more clarification to their peers and demonstrate their own understanding.



	Materials (list and link ALL materials here)

	· KWL formative assessment chart 
· Pens/Pencils
· Markers
· Physical copies of Florida State Constitution (number of copies varies depending on number of students/groups)
· Physical copies of U.S. Constitution (number of copies varies depending on number of students/groups)
· Poster paper/Super Size Post-it Notes (w/ Venn Diagrams already drawn)
· List of characteristics of the U.S. Constitution and the Florida State Constitution: Characteristics of U.S. and Florida Constitutions
· Index cards
· Slideshow of Limits & Powers of State Government (Day 11): Limits of the State Constitution & Activity
· BrainPOP Jr. – Local and State Governments Video: Local and State Governments - BrainPOP Jr.
· Local Government Slideshow (Day 12): Local Governments
· Example website of local officials to contact: https://www.orlando.gov/Our-Government/Mayor-City-Council 
· Example letter written to government official: Example Letter to Local Government


*Suggested pacing is provided for each part - individual student/classroom needs may differ*

[bookmark: _pi5a2ofjcpw7]
	[bookmark: _2vbcff7ps37d]Days 13-15: Government Service Roles, Simulated Democracy, and Blooket Review! Oh my!
[bookmark: _3wst2twvtngg]
[bookmark: _n5r7ke1y0hns]Day 13: The Roles of Government Services and People
[bookmark: _mvni6svmfbun]Day 14: Simulation Democracy: How the Government Works Together To Represent The People
[bookmark: _p1wxo2nl7e0h]Day 15: Blooket Bash! Time to Review!

	UNIT Learning Goals  A learning goal describes what students should be able to DO by the end of the unit.

	· Students will be able to identify the structure, power, and limits of government given by the federal and state constitutions.
· Students will be able to recognize the differences between the local, state, and national levels of government.

	Essential Question(s) Students should be able to answer these questions by the end of the lesson to demonstrate their conceptual understanding of new concepts.

	· What can local governments provide to the people they serve? What kinds of services?
· Why did the constitutions (national and state) give power to the people and establish the government the way that they did?
· How was the Constitution created in order to form a more perfect union? (Hint: Preamble)



	FL State Academic Standards
SS. Benchmarks
	

	SS.3.CG.1.1
	Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes the purpose and fulfills the need for government.

	SS.3.CG.1.2
	Describe how the U.S. government gains its power from the people.

	SS.3.CG.3.1
	Explain how the U.S. and Florida Constitutions establish the structure, function, powers and limits of government.

	SS.3.CG.3.2
	Recognize that government has local, state and national levels.



	B.E.S.T. ELA Connections
	 

	ELA.3.V.1.1
	Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing.

	ELA.3.R.2.3
	Explain the development of an author's purpose in an informational text.



	Options for Assessment

	Assessment(s) 
· Teacher Observation -
· Link to KWL (Note: Where it was found has been linked in Materials): KWL Elementary
· Link to Student Breakdown Page 6 of Link (Note: Where it was found has been linked in Materials): 
· Teacher Blooket (25 Question post test) 
· Teacher Questioning - add at least three questions that align to your objectives for this unit
· Day 13:
· In the end, who gives the government its power?
· Compare and contrast the three levels of government (national, state, and local).
· What kinds of services do local governments provide to its people?
· Day 14:
· How do the US Constitution and the FL Constitution establish the purpose of government?
· What are the three branches of government that were created by the Constitution?
· What sort of responsibilities do the three branches of government have?
· Day 15:
· What was the purpose of the US and FL Constitution?
· What makes the FL Constitution different from the US Constitution?
· What are the key differences between the three levels of government (national, state, and local)?
· Alternative Assessment
· Have students rate themselves on a scale (The Unit Scale located in the DFI would be the scale students recieve)
· Have students complete a half page quiz (aka HPQ)

	Vocabulary  (Note: Some of the vocabulary has been teached in prior days, but will be gone over again as part of the review)

	· Constitution: The Constitution refers to a set of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which a state or other organization is governed. In the context of the United States, it specifically refers to the supreme law of the United States, which was adopted in 1787 and consists of seven articles.
· State Constitution: A state constitution is a set of fundamental principles or established precedents that apply only to certain states (ex. Florida has a different state constitution than New York)
· Government: The system of rules and the group or organization who makes or administers them
· Government Representative: A person chosen by the people to work in the government to represent the people's wants and needs
· Government Services: Services provided by the government for the benefit of its people
· National Government: A level of government where decisions impact the whole nation (ex. the US)
· State Government: A level of government where decisions impact an entire state (ex. Florida)
· Local Government: A level of government where decisions impact an entire town/county (ex. Seminole)
· Legislative Branch: The government branch responsible for making laws. It consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate (Congress)
· Executive Branch: The government branch responsible for enforcing laws and managing the day-to-day operations of the government. It consists of the President, Vice President, and the Cabinet.
· Judicial Branch: The government branch responsible for interpreting laws and administering justice. It consists of the Supreme Court and other federal courts.
· Law: A rule that has been passed by government officials that people must obey or there will be consequences
· Constitutional: allowed by the Constitution, written in the Constitution
· Unconstitutional: not allowed by the Constitution, goes against the US Constitution




	Instructional Guide
	
	

	Focus
	Pacing*
	Instructional Sequence

	Preview/Motivate


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 13: To begin the lesson, the teacher will connect to prior knowledge by having students briefly discuss with their turn and talk neighbors what they remember about local governments
1. At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher will ask students to turn and talk with the people next to them in order to answer two questions.
2. The questions that students will be answering is: 
· What is one thing you remember about local governments?
· What is an example of a local government?
3. The teacher will allow students to think and discuss this with their turn and talk neighbor for a few minutes.
4. Once the turn and talk discussion is over, the teacher will transition to go over vocabulary for day thirteen.
Day 14: To begin the lesson, the teacher will connect prior knowledge about the three branches of government and get students sorted into their simulation centers so that students can move to their appropriate tables and be ready to start quickly
1. At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher should ask students what they remember about the three branches of government that were covered earlier in the unit.
2. After a few students answer, the teacher will write the names of all three branches on the main whiteboard as well as their roles and will have some students (either volunteer or random) draw lines from the name to the correct role (ex. The Legislative Branch would be connected to the role of “Creates Laws”).
3. Once students have completed the draw a line to the correct answer activity, the teacher will briefly summarize each branch of government (legislative, executive, and judicial) for those that need reminders.
4. Once the teacher has finished reminding the students about the three branches, the teacher will sort students into the three branches of government by handing out popsicle sticks with numbers/letters (1L for Legislative, 2E for Executive, and 3J for Judicial. The number is the center number and the letter is the center role).
Day 15: To begin the lesson, there will be a “Study Opener” where students will answer a question and turn it in (Like the opposite of an exit ticket since students are answering a question at the beginning of the lesson rather than the end). This question will connect to prior knowledge obtained the day prior
1. The teacher will begin the lesson by instructing students to take out a half sheet of paper.
2. The teacher will then write out the following question on the main whiteboard (or have it displayed on a projector) that students will have to answer on their half sheets of paper: 
· How much do you feel you know about the Constitution and the government? Name two things that you learned.
3. The teacher will allow time for students to think about the question and write down their answers.
4. Once students have finished writing, the teacher will collect these half sheets of paper, and transition the lesson to the quick vocabulary activity.

	Vocabulary


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 13 (Slide #15): The teacher will give students a list of defined government words that might be on a higher level than they are used to and briefly explain how these words are going to be seen in a game they are going to be playing. 
Introduce key terms: Government Representative, Government Services, Local Government, and other additional words the teacher believes students will have trouble with while playing the game (Note: The teacher will have to play the game being featured during this day so that they can create the list of words they will define for their students).
1. The teacher will pass out a list to students containing words used in the game they will be playing for the main activity. These words will have their definitions next to them and will serve as a physical glossary as they play (the site has a glossary too, but students might prefer a physical copy).
2. The teacher will ask students to look over the list of words they just received and direct students to find words that they might still be confused about even with its definition there.
3. If there are no responses the teacher may move on to helping students set up the ICIVICS game that will be played, but if some students raise their hands and voice any confusion, the teacher will briefly explain the word and clarify what it means.
Day 14 (Slide #16): Before students officially start their simulation centers activity, the teacher will have students talk with each other while they are grouped up about the vocabulary they’ve learned. This will be a quick small group chat.
Reintroduce key terms: Legislative Branch, Executive Branch, Judicial Branch, Law, Constitutional, Unconstitutional
1. By now, students should already be sorted into their simulation centers, but if they are not this is when the teacher would do so.
2. When students are in their simulation center groups, the teacher will direct students to talk with their groups about the vocabulary they’ve been learning over the past few days and share one word they didn’t used to know, but now they do.
3. This mini vocabulary discussion will last a few minutes.
4. After students have talked for a bit, the teacher will redirect student attention back to the teacher and the teacher will explain how the simulation centers they’re doing are going to work (Note: See Day 14 Procedures to see detailed instructions).
Day 15 (Slide #17): The teacher will give students a chance to briefly review unit vocabulary by making it a quick small race.
Reintroduce key terms: Constitution, State Constitution, Government, National Government,and State Government
1. Once students have turned in their “Study Openers” to the teacher, students will perform a quick simple vocabulary review that will involve metaphorically splitting the room into two teams. The teacher will base two teams off the sides of the room (ex. Left side of the room is team one and the right side is team two). 
2. The teacher will then ask students the definitions of vocabulary words they’ve covered throughout the unit. The first team to correctly identify vocabulary definitions 3 times wins.
3. The teacher will keep score for the teams on the main whiteboard via tally marks. The first team to get 3 tally marks wins.
4. Once a team has won, the teacher will direct students to take out their school devices (either a laptop or a school ipad), and open Blooket to begin the process of setting up the main post-assessment activity (Note: Students will be given this link in order to open Blooket for them to play). 

	Procedures


	45 Minutes 

(15 minutes each day)
	Day 13 (Slide #15): Use online simulations to teach students about local governments and the services governments must provide to the people
1. The teacher will direct the students to take out (if the devices are not already out) their school device (either a laptop or ipad) and instruct them to go to this iCivics website.
2. Once students are on the website, the teacher will give instructions for how to start the game (Once students load up the site, they will have to hit the start game button twice and then they will be taken to a menu that offers students to sign in to an ICIVICS account. Students will be instructed to hit “No thanks” and proceed to the start menu of the game. They will then click on the “New Game” button and the “normal” button right after it to officially start the game). The game has a Spanish Language setting for ESOL students whose first language is Spanish.
3. Once students start the game, they will have to customize their local county by typing in a name where it says “Type name here”.
4. Students will then customize their local government representative (how they look) and select from choices what their leadership title is (county chair, county supervisor, county executive, etc.).
5. Students will then select a unique department to add to their local county (Note: since third graders are playing this game, the game comes with a glossary where students can click on unfamiliar words and learn their meaning since the department names have a lot of unfamiliar vocabulary that will be touched upon shortly before this).
6. Once they have finished customizing everything, the game will guide students on how to actually play the game. (Note: In the game students will essentially have to direct  people by clicking on them to the correct local department for their local county. Ex. someone who is concerned about their taxes is directed to the finance department). 
7. The students will play this game for about 10 minutes.
8. By the end of the 10 minutes students should have high approval ratings in their games that reflect how well the “people” liked having the county run. This game shows students how the people ultimately have the power and it is the job of government officials and services to take care of citizens.
9. Once those 10 minutes are up, the teacher will direct students to stop their games and bring their attention back to the teacher for the wrap up discussion.
Day 14 (Slide #16): Use a simulation combined with centers to have students get into the mindset of how each branch of government (legislative, executive, and judicial) functions
1. Once students have been given their popsicle sticks, moved to their center tables, and discussed vocabulary, the teacher will explain how each center is a branch of government established by the Constitution and that each classroom “branch” will have 5 minutes to complete their government duties which are worksheets (Link to worksheets here) provided at the centers.
2. Once the teacher has finished explaining the directions, the teacher may tell students to begin working.
3. The teacher will give students five minutes per center to do the work and set a timer (either on their phone or using classroom technology) to keep students on schedule.
4. Once 5 minutes pass, students will rotate in numerical order (students who had a stick with 2 on it go to 3, students with a 3 stick go to 1, etc.). This will allow all students to simulate each branch rather than just one.
5. As students complete each center they will take their completed worksheets with them to the next center until all centers have been completed.
6. Once students have completed all their simulation centers, and have gotten a feel of what the branches of government do, the teacher will direct everyone back to their original seats and announce to put the simulation center worksheets they just finished in their history folder for safe keeping.
7. After all students are back in their seats with their worksheets put away, the teacher will begin to wrap up portion of the lesson listed below.
Day 15 (Slide #17): Use Blooket to give students a fun post-assessment that will be used to evaluate how much they learned over the course of the unit
1. The teacher will direct students to take out their school devices (if they have not done so already).
2. Once students have their devices out, the teacher will direct them to go to this website and give them the join code for the post assessment Blooket so that they may join.  
Note: The Blooket should be created in advance (if you are creating one from scratch rather than using the one here) and the teacher will need to host it in order for students to join as that is the only way to have a code. The teacher dashboard link that leads to the Blooket we’ve created so that the questions can be examined and played ahead of time can be found by clicking here.
3. After students have joined the Blooket, the teacher will instruct students to type their real names and choose icons for themselves.
4. Once every student is present in the Blooket, the teacher will pick a game theme (how students will answer questions) for the students to take the Blooket.
5. After the teacher has selected the game theme, they can start the Blooket and students will begin answering questions pertaining to the unit they’ve learned.
6. Once the Blooket is complete and the scores are in, the teacher will congratulate the students for doing their best on the Blooket and begin to transition to the wrap-up portion of the lesson.

	Wrap-Up


	15 minutes

(5 minutes each day)
	Day 13 (Slide #15): Wrap up the lesson with a discussion about how people give the government the power because of how the Constitution organized the government
1. Once students redirect their attention back to the teacher, the teacher will ask students why they think they needed the approval of the people in their games in order to do well.
2. After a few students answer this question, the teacher will reveal it is because it is up to the people whether or not the chosen representatives (in the case of the game, that was the students) will still be running the county, so it’s best to keep the people happy and provided for through all the services that the government provides.
3. Once the teacher finishes telling students this, students will be asked to take out a half sheet of paper and write down answers to the following questions:
· In the end, who gives the government its power?
· What kinds of services do local governments provide to its people?
· Compare and contrast the three levels of government (national, state, and local).4. Once students are done answering the questions, they will turn in their half sheets of paper to the teacher as a formative assessment.
Day 14 (Slide #16): Wrap up the lesson by having students complete an HPQ (half page quiz) comprised of three questions relating to the information they covered today
1. After students have finished putting their papers away, the teacher will instruct them to take out a half sheet of paper.
2. The teacher will then tell students that they will have to write down the answers to three questions on their half sheet of paper
3. The questions that students will have to answer on their half sheet of paper will be written down on the class whiteboard by the teacher once everyone is ready to begin the HPQ (half page quiz). 
4. The students will write down answers to the following questions:
· How do the US Constitution and the FL Constitution establish the purpose of government?
· What are the three branches of government that were created by the Constitution?
· What sort of responsibilities do the three branches of government have?
5. Once students have completed the HPQ (or the allotted time runs out), students will turn in their half sheets of paper with their answers.
Note: For the HPQ (half page quiz), it is up to the teacher whether or not this will be a graded quiz, but if you don’t wish to have it be a grade, you can make it extra credit instead by having incorrect answers not count but rewarding extra points for correct answers.
Day 15 (Slide #17): Wrap up the lesson by having students write down their knowledge growth based on their pre-assessment and post assessment scores
1. Once the Blooket has been completed, students will fill out their post assessment scores on the student breakdown sheet they received (either on day 1 or prior) and write down how much their score has grown. 
2. Once this has been filled out, the student breakdown sheet will be handed in to the teacher and the standards that were mastered by each student can be noted by the teacher using Blooket (Blooket can keep track of how students perform). Student Breakdown Sheet (Page 6 in the link). 
3. Once students complete their student breakdown sheets, they will be collected by the teacher and then handed their last KWL chart of the unit for them to complete as closure. By this point, students should have completed multiple KWL charts for each topic of the unit, so they should have more than one in their folder (the other ones should be graded and handed back to them by this point though, so it is just the last KWL chart they are turning in today).

	Remediation

	20 minutes
(Daily - based on need TBD)
	Day 13:
In small groups, students will create “News Headlines” (summaries that look like they belong on a newspaper) that summarize what they did/learned in class today. Each student in the group should write at least two “News Headlines”. The teacher will monitor students to keep them on task and to help any students that require it.
Day 14:
In small groups, students will create a poster where students will have to describe the roles of all of the 3 government branches and draw symbols for them (ex. A gavel for the judicial branch, whitehouse for the executive branch, etc.). The teacher will provide markers to students to help them decorate their posters (Optional: Teachers can also provide tracing stencils if they wish). When students finish the poster, the teacher may hang it up on the wall if there’s room.
Day 15:
In small groups, students will have to fill out worksheets with sentence frames that have to do with the content reviewed during the Blooket. These sentence frames will be created by the teacher and should include at least five statements that students will have to fill in the blanks for. The teacher will monitor students to keep them on task and to help any students that require it.



	Closure (include assessments noted above here if applicable)

	As a closure for the unit, students will be completing the same KWL charts that have been used to assess them throughout the unit in a slightly different way than they’ve been doing. Rather than have students only write down one item per column, students will have to write three things they know, three things they wonder, and three things that they learned throughout the unit (not just that day). Link to KWL Chart: KWL Elementary



	Materials (list and link ALL materials here)

	· Pencil/Pen 
· Paper
· History Folders
· Poster Paper
· Markers
· Tracing Stencils (Optional)
· Printer (For Printing out the worksheets for students)
· Technology Device for Blooket (Student School IPad) 
· Link to where the student breakdown data tracking sheet was found 
· Link to where the KWL formative assessment chart was found 
· ICIVICS Game “Counties Work” 
· Teacher Blooket URL  
· Link to Day 14 worksheets that would be printed out for simulation centers (Worksheets Created by Giulietta Wetzel, one of the authors for this unit plan)
· Unit Presentation (Slides 15 – 17): Group 4 Slides Grade 3 CG The Constitution SP24


*Suggested pacing is provided for each part - individual student/classroom needs may differ*

[bookmark: _aku2c4h63cu]
[bookmark: _i2ooen53n56p]Detailed Day 1 Lesson Plan:

Lesson Title & Anticipated Duration
	· Day One: What is The Constitution?
· Lesson Duration: 30 minutes



Content Area
	Social Studies: Civics



Grade Level
	3rd Grade



Unit Goals
	1. The students will be able to identify the structure, power, and limits of government given by the federal and state constitutions.
2. The students will be able to recognize the differences between the local, state, and national levels of government.



National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Theme(s)
	· 6. Power, Authority, and Governance
· 10. Civic Ideals and Practices



Daily Lesson Objective(s)
	· The students will be able to identify and explain what The Constitution is.
· The students will be able to explain the development of The Constitution and why it was written.
· The students will be able to identify who wrote The Constitution.
· The students will be able to recognize that the national Constitution is different from the state Constitution.
· The students will be able to recognize that the national and state levels of government have a Constitution while the local level does not.



Standards (Florida SS; BEST-ELA & Math)
	· SS.3.CG.1.1 Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes the purpose and fulfills the need for government.
· SS.3.CG.3.2 Recognize that government has local, state and national levels.
· ELA.3.R.2.3 Explain the development of an author's purpose in an informational text.



Assessment
	· Pre & Post (Summative) Assessment 
· Post Assessment for this unit as a whole will be a Blooket that will test students in a fun and competitive way.
· Daily/Formative/Progress Monitoring/Alternative Assessments(s) 
· List what you will ask students to do to determine if they have learned what you stated in the daily lesson objectives; the more authentic the assessment is, the better.
· Teacher Observation
· Include data tracking sheet
· Student Breakdown Tracking Sheet:
· KWL Chart Tracking Sheet:[image: Student Breakdown tracking sheet measuring standards mastered and not mastered.]
[image: KWL Chart knowledge tracking sheet. ]
· (ESOL 50. For content comprehension use a variety of comprehension activities, such as; strip stories, KWL activities, SQ3R, learning logs, role playing activities, cloze strategy, etc.)
· Teacher Questioning 
· What is The Constitution?
· Why was The Constitution written?
· Do all levels of government have a Constitution? If not, then what levels do have a Constitution?



Access Prior Knowledge (Evidence Based Practices)
	· Note: This could take place during day one or one day prior to the onset of the unit. Begin the K(now) and W(onder) portions of the KWL chart before completing the Blooket using this chart.
· Students will complete a Blooket to assess prior knowledge of the US Constitution and how the Constitution provides the structure for the federal government (UDL 3.1 Activate or supply background knowledge) and (ESOL 4. Link lesson topic to students’ prior knowledge)
· Student Blooket Link: https://play.blooket.com/play?id=9700675 (May change due to different hosts) 
· Teacher Blooket Link:https://dashboard.blooket.com/set/660c2c5f7d52ab6f2b8dc577 
· Engage students with pictures related to the U.S. Constitution, and pose questions where students can make observations and inquire about what they will be learning.



Procedures
	· Motivating activity
· Students will watch The SchoolHouse Rock Video of the Preamble to become familiar with the term and to listen to an engaging song. (3 minutes)
· Before the video, the teacher will tell students to look out for certain terms.
· While viewing this video, make a note of the dates and key terms, such as The Constitution, Preamble, Founding Fathers, land of Liberty, and general welfare. (Consider writing these terms on the board.)
· During the video “We The People”, will be mentioned and shown a few times. Think about what that phrase means to you and how you live by this phrase in your everyday life. 
· (UDL 9.1 Promote expectations and beliefs that optimize motivation) 
· (ESOL 15 Reinforce the key ideas you present again and again) 
· Teacher will then read aloud: We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow to repeat phrases the students heard in the video. Teacher will model good reading behavior and speak with excitement for students to be excited for the lesson. (ESOL 17. Provide contextual support through audio visuals, models, demonstrations, realia, body language and facial expressions)

· During the video, the teacher will pause at key points to monitor comprehension by asking questions. Students will need to take notes when the teacher pauses the video.
· What is the theme of this song? (The Preamble)  How did you come to this conclusion? (In the video it states the first part of The Constitution is called The Preamble)
· Who is responsible for forming a more perfect union? (We The People)
· What year did the Founding Fathers write a list of principles? (1787)
· Why did our Founding Fathers decide to write the list of principles? (To keep our people free!)
· (UDL 3.2 Highlight patterns, critical features, big ideas, and relationships) (ESOL 9. Teach note-taking strategies: T-lists, timelines etc.)

· After the video, the teacher will show students a presentation in slides that summarizes The Constitution (each slide is brief. For example, the Preamble will have its own slide, the articles will have their own slide, etc.) and why it was written. It will include important vocabulary and will very briefly cover the levels of government (in terms of which ones have a Constitution) (ESOL 23. Structure advance organizers consisting for new terminology that learners will encounter in the new lesson vocabulary to be reviewed). For example, once the federal constitution has been summed up, the teacher will explain that the document they just learned about was the National Constitution and because of the National Constitution, the government is split into 3 levels (National, State, and Local which would each have their own brief slides since the concepts will be further elaborated on at a later date during the unit). 
· By the end of the slides, the teacher will revisit a series of questions to assess comprehension. This is where the closure begins:
· What is The Constitution?
· Why was The Constitution written?
· Do all levels of government have a Constitution? If not, then what levels do have a Constitution?



Closure
	· Students will complete the L section of their KWL charts they received so that they may track what they have learned on day 1 of the unit regarding what the constitution is, why it was written, and if all levels of the government (national, state, local) have a constitution.
· After the L section of the chart has been filled out, the teacher will engage in a class discussion (time permitting) on questions and/or information given during lesson instruction. This time allows ESOL and ESE students to vary the method of their responses. (ESOL 22. Give enough wait time for second language learners to respond to questions) (UDL 4.1 Vary the methods for response and navigation) 



Materials
	· Pocket Size Constitution: https://billofrightsinstitute.org/request-pocket-constitutions 
· Teacher Laptop for Presentation 
· Link to Presentation For Unit: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KjRNzf1nWE6cvDBQzUUaBz87VTqrVLh4QKIhqR2i1ao/edit?usp=sharing 
·  American Flag Artifact
· Technology Device for Blooket (Student School IPad) 
· Blooket URL (Teacher Link): https://dashboard.blooket.com/set/660c2c5f7d52ab6f2b8dc577 
· Blooket URL (Student Link to Join): https://play.blooket.com/play?id=9700675 (May change due to different hosts) 
· Pencil/Pen 
· SchoolHouse Rock Link: Schoolhouse Rock! The Preamble 
· We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow 
· Link to where the data tracking sheet was found: https://jenniferfindley.com/data-tracking-forms-free/ 
· Link to where the KWL formative assessment chart was found: KWL - The Teacher Toolkit 
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